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Computer Lab
in Operation

Boxes of IBM'’s latest new equip-
ment are making their way to the
SSW&CP’s Computer Learning Lab
in the Linda Pollin Research Center.
In operation since fall 1984, the lab
currently has 15 IBM PCs, seven
portable PCs and two laser printers.
Several IBM PC/ATs are coming
soon. “In terms of computer
resources,” said Dr. Joe Crymes, the
lab’s director, “the school is years
ahead of other schools of social
work.”

Students are already using the
lab for some scheduled classes and
class exercises, but are finding it
especially valuable for producing
term papers, research proposals and
doctoral dissertations. Because many
students have had little or no hands-
on experience in using computers,
the lab contains software that even
the most technophobic beginner can
master in a short time. “Our
primary word processing program
has an excellent tutorial,” says Dr.
Crymes. “Students can put it to use
after only a couple of hours of
study.”

The lab is also gradually acquir-
ing a variety of programs for a wide
range of school and agency uses.
These include programs for com-
munications, database, graphics and
spreadsheet applications, and
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Graduate assistant Peter Lo prepares to hook up
the Computer Learning Lab’s new laser printer.

sophisticated software like SPSS/PC
for data analysis. For courses such as
Fiscal Management and Information
Systems Design in the Human Ser-
vices, the lab has programs like
Lotus 1.2.3., Framework and dBase

[1.
Dr. Crymes hopes to see each

student have a hands-on experience
and acquire the necessary skills to
use automated agency information
systems as a part of professional
practice. He is particularly interested
in acquiring programs that can be
useful in social agency settings. To
determine which microcomputer
software social workers are finding
most useful, Dr. Crymes plans to
conduct a survey of area agencies.

For information about software
or the Computer Learning Lab, con-
tact Dr. Joe Crymes (528-7765) or
Peter Lo (528-5116).

SSW&CP and
School of Law
Join Forces for

Child Welfare

Germaine Haut

With the help of a federal training
grant from the Department of
Health and Human Services, a
unique partnership has been formed
between the university’s School of
Law and the School of Social Work
and Community Planning. The two
schools are jointly sponsoring train-
ing for social workers, citizens and
members of the bench and bar
throughout the state.

The training programs came
about shortly after the Adoption
Assistance and Child Welfare Act of
1980 (P.L. 96-272), an act which
radically restructured the network of
prevention and placement services
across the country. The programs
were designed to capitalize on the
resulting increased interactions
among social workers, members of
the bench and bar and citizen
review board members.

A videotape, A Place for Me,
was developed following one of the
training programs. At that session, a
panel of former and current foster
children joined biological and foster
parents and social work profes-
sionals to tell the story of the public
child welfare system. These in-
dividuals had a powerful story to
tell. At times, listening to their
words took courage. But with the
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The Dean’s Corner
Ruth H. Young, D.S.W.

The time lag that is built into any
publication makes it difficult in
many ways to provide timely, rele-
vant and interesting comments from
my perspective. It's hard to know
what issues will still be relevant
down the road. For example, I am
writing this article within 48 hours
following the release of the ad-
ministration’s budget for 1986.
There are so many concerns arising
from that budget, but by the time
this issue of The Connection emerges,
much will have been discussed in
the press and changes will have oc-
curred, so that today’s concerns will
be “out-of-sync” and perhaps irrele-
vant.

However, despite the above, |
think all of us need to contemplate
what the last election really conveys
about our social and political
philosophy as a country and society
at this time. Have we seen the end
of 50 years of concern with social
responsibility that became tangible
social policy with the Social Security
Act of 19357 Most if not all of our
alumni grew up in the post-
depression and the post-World War
Il era in which there has been con-
tinuing concern for the general
welfare of all of our people. We
may not have been as creative and
as total in our thinking as some
other western countries, but there
has been a basic commitment to the
general well-being of individuals and
families.

The current budget presentation
obviously values defense and re-
duced government most highly.
There is little indication of other
concerns and there is an implication
that to spend money for the public
good is damaging to our character
and is unpatriotic. It is perfectly
clear that the past political agenda
will not do. What does the 49-state
vote mean? How can we be less
paralyzed by these changes? Rather
than lamenting the horrors of it all,
we need to begin to be both more
creative and more analytical in our
thinking so that we can find ways of
helping our constituencies survive.

For example, the Ford Founda-
tion is planning to award $3 million
in grants over the next three years
for what it describes as “a fun-
damental reexamination” of social
welfare policies in the United States.

The aim “is to stimulate a wide
range of inquiry into alternative ap-
proaches to providing essential social
programs and welfare services, tak-
ing into account changes in the
economy, in the family and work
and the nation’s age profile . . . in-
creases in the cost of social pro-
grams had produced what many
analysts are calling the crisis of the
welfare state.” The foundation will
set up panels to address such basic
questions as, “Who should be the
beneficiaries of social programs?
What kinds of programs should be
available for various segments of the
population? What would be the cost
of these programs, and can the na-
tion meet them? How should social
policies be implemented? At what
level of government and what
degree of private sector participa-
tion?”

Social work and planning as
professions should have major con-
tributions to make to this kind of
debate. I hope that many in our pro-
fessions will be involved in working
with this particular effort on the part
of the Ford Foundation, but it will
take a willingness to think in dif-
ferent terms. We have to be much
more acutely concerned about the
financial implications of what is now
in place and what ought to be in
place. Social policy, in my view, is
always a result of a clash of value
positions, and with the disap-
pearance of the old value positions,
what kind of dialogue can we
generate to help develop the social
policy of the next 50 years?

Many point to the Roosevelt
era as a watershed in the social
policy arena. I think many will point
to the Reagan era as another water-
shed. Roosevelt was fortunate to
have Harry Hopkins as part of his
staff to help develop the social
policy of the last 50 years. We need
to see that our profession has an im-
pact in the social policy formulation
of the next 50 years. In my view,
this means we have to think beyond
the excellence of our practice and
the relationship that our practice has
with the private sector to the
framework in policy that supports
our practice. How will that
framework impact on our clients
and on our communities?

Although we have always had
the commitment to advocacy in our
profession, it needs now to be em-
phasized more than ever. Beyond

advocacy, we have to do some very
serious thinking and we have to talk
to others besides ourselves. The
solutions to the current dilemmas
around homelessness, hunger and
lack of caring will not be fully
developed by the social work or the
planning professions, but we have a
major contribution to make in those
solutions. We just have to get ready
to do that. We need to think
beyond our individual practice com-
mitments — as excellent as we want
those to be — to the larger social
issues and to the larger society.

This is an exciting year from
one perspective in social work prac-
tice. In the Maryland legislature this
year, the governor has decided to
mount a campaign from his office
on initiatives for children. Although
the initiatives are reasonably broad
and include many different kinds
and ages of children, many of them
are directed at the children with
whom social workers have the most
contact, those with the least access
and for whom mandated services
are provided. We have a marvelous
opportunity, [ think, in this environ-
ment to improve our services to
children and to develop among our
graduating students and our alumni
a conviction about the critical nature
of services offered by the Depart-
ment of Social Services, particularly
Protective Services, Foster Care, and
Adoption Services. They represent
very difficult decision-making pro-
blems, as well as demanding a high
level of skill to work with a variety
of other disciplines in order to ac-
complish the long-range goal of
either reuniting a family or making
permanent plans for a child. If all of
the other initiatives in relation to
Protective Services and Foster Care
are funded, it would be possible for
the very first time in public social
services to achieve reasonable
caseload levels closer to those en-
joyed by workers in other areas of
our profession. It will also provide
the opportunity to develop much
better services for children and to
examine more closely how to pre-
vent families from disintegrating to
the point that they need to be
known to Protective Services. Since
I'm an incrementalist at heart in mat-
ters of social policy, this is another
chance to move ahead. Timing is
always critical in terms of change, so
this is a chance to use the governor’s
timing to our children’s advantage.



Second Birthday . ..

“A Celebration and a Challenge” is
the theme of this year’s birthday
celebration planned for Tuesday,
April 25, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Alumni,
faculty, students and members of
the community are invited to attend
a buffet dinner at the SSW&CP to
celebrate the school’s emergence as
a visible presence in the Maryland
community.

Along with the festivities, an
open forum will address the needs of
homeless people in Maryland. The
lack of adequate shelter — a basic
human need — has at one time or
another touched all of us — clini-
cian, administrator, strategist and
planner. Yet, what do we really
know about the problem? What can
we really expect to do about it? Do
we dare commit ourselves to spend
an evening to rethink the situation
while we reminisce and celebrate
our presence in the community?
Mark your calendar now. The open-
ing address will be given by Michael
Harrington, author of The Other
America: Poverty in the U.S. and The
New American Poverty. There will be

no charge for current Alumni Asso-
ciation members or those who join
by April 15, 1985.

. . . 25th Anniversary

The fall of 1986 will mark the 25th
anniversary of the SSW&CP. Plans
to celebrate the anniversary are now
being formulated. Your suggestions
and participation in the planning of
events appropriate for this occasion
are invited. Let us know if you are
willing to help. In addition to your
general suggestions, four specific
types of contributions are needed
now:
1. Suggestions for a theme of the
celebration. The best suggestion

will receive a prize, the second
best will receive honorable men-
tion, etc.

2. Contributions to the com-
memorative publication. You may
want to write a scholarly essay
about the work you are currently
doing or you may choose to con-
tribute some poignant memory
about some of the high and/or
low points in your educational
career at the school.

3. Send your picture taken at the
time of graduation and a current
picture of yourself (and your
family, if you wish).

4. Send a slide of a picture you
would like to have included in
the slide presentation that is now
being prepared and will be
shown at the anniversary ban-
quet. Be sure to write your name
on the slide and the year the pic-
ture was taken and where. In-
clude a self-addressed stamped
envelope if you wish to have the
slide returned to you after the
celebration.

Send the above and any other
ideas you may have about the 25th
Anniversary Celebration to Dr. Aina
O. Nucho, Chairperson, Anniver-
sary Planning Committee, 525 W.
Redwood Street, Baltimore, Md.
21201. Thank you.

COSA Concentration Appoints Advisory Committee

The Community Organization and
Social Administration (COSA), one
of the nation’s best social work
education programs of its kind,
created an Advisory Committee in
1984. Chaired by Mr. Hal Smith of
Associated Catholic Charities, the
committee will help COSA carry
out its responsibilities to Maryland
for professional education, research
and development, and service.

The Advisory Committee con-
sists of leading and knowledgeable
community organizers, social plan-
ners and social administrators who
advise COSA on curriculum content
and gaps, possible new degree
courses and continuing education of-
ferings. The committee also
facilitates communication between
the COSA Concentration and the
professional community and, when
appropriate, assists COSA in inform-
ing the professional community
about its programs. The Advisory
Committee will also assist and ad-
vise COSA in recruitment and place-
ment of its graduates.

Currently, the committee is ad-
vising the COSA Concentration on
continuing education needs of the
professional community in addition
to the two existing programs: the
Post Master’s Certificate Program in
Social Administration and the Ex-
ecutive Development Program for
the Nonprofit Sector.

The COSA Concentration pro-
vided the leadership this year for
the 1985 Symposium on Communi-
ty Organization and Administration
held in conjunction with the Council
on Social Work Education’s 1985
Annual Program Meeting. Drs.
Michael Reisch and Stanley
Wenocur co-chaired the Planning
Committee and the symposium.
Many other faculty had leadership
responsibilities in the planning and
conduct of the symposium.

The COSA Concentration
faculty welcomes contact with its
alumni. Please drop in and see us or
write to let us know how you are
doing.

Complete the
Alumni Connection
by joining us.
Membership entitles you to:

e Use UMAB's Health Sciences
Library. Call 528-7373 for details.

e Use UMAB's Athletic Facility —
basketball, volleyball, tennis, hand-
ball, squash & racquetball courts,
weight room and sauna. Call
528-3902 to reserve courts.

® Discounts on SSW&CP continuing
education classes.

* Invitations to special events spon-
sored by the Alumni Association.

Mail your $10 membership fee to:
Alumni Association

University of Maryland SSW&CP
525 West Redwood Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

Please include your name,
address, class year and con-
centration, home and work
phones, employer, position
title and work address.
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Richard Cook — 1984 Alumnus of the Year

Because of his outstanding ac-
complishments and contributions to
the community, Dick Cook, a ‘72
graduate of the University of
Maryland SSW&CP, was selected as
the 1984 Alumnus of the Year.
Alumni, faculty and friends gathered
together to pay tribute at the 12th
annual alumni banquet on
September 23, 1984.

During Mr. Cook’s years as the
director of the Neighborhood's In-
stitute, many individuals and com-
munity groups were helped by his
organizing expertise and caring sup-
port. Several representatives of these
groups attended the banquet and
spoke about the invaluable service
Mr. Cook provided. Among them
were Barry Richardson of the
American Indian Center, Bob
Cheeks of the Black United Fund,
former city councilwoman Mary
Pat Clarke who is now with the
geriatric center at Francis Scott Key
Medical Center, Stephanie Hull of
the Attorney General's Office, Stan
Wenocur of the SSW&CP faculty
and Gisele Ferretto-Meek of the
Baltimore City Department of Social
Services.

The Alumni Association was
also honored to have Jean Tucker
Adams as the guest speaker for the
banquet. She discussed “Reagan and

Dick Cook, 1984 Alumnus of the Year, is
congratulated by Stephanie Hull and Gisele
Ferretto-Meck.

Social Workers.” Ms. Adams enthu-
siastically offered strategies for
change and encouraged all social
workers to work toward institutional
change through organization.

The combination of Mr. Cook’s
accomplishments and Ms. Adams’s
enthusiasm gave all those who at-
tended the banquet not only good
food, but much food for thought!

Nominees Needed

The Alumni Association is calling
for nominations for the 13th Annual
Alumnus of the Year Award, to be
presented at the association’s annual
awards dinner in the fall of 1985.
Those honored in the past through
this award clearly show the fine
contributions made to both the pro-
fessional community and local, state
and national efforts of importance
to the goals and ideals of social
work and community planning.
Beginning with our first recipient in
1973, the individuals who have
been honored are: Barbara Mikulski,
Judith Herman, Walter Dean, David
Wecht, Alice Williams, Ross Ford,
Richard Friedman, Geraldine
Aronin, Wendy Sherman, Jim Sling-
gluff, Milton Grady and Richard
Cook.

Suggested, but not binding,
criteria are leadership, innovation,
publication and contributions to the
training or continuing education of
social workers or community plan-

ners. We are looking for individuals
who in the opinion of their col-
leagues best exemplify the qualities
of the professions for which the
School of Social Work and Com-
munity Planning has prepared its
graduates.

To help the association in its
search, those wishing to nominate a
potential honoree should send a
written statement to: Catherine
Howe Weber, 3907 Kimble Rd.,
Baltimore, Md. 21218. Please in-
clude a phone number where the
nominator may be reached. Nomina-
tions must be submitted by May 1.

More to Smile About ...

Dr. Karl T. Meek and Dr. Paul B.
Morganstein are continuing to offer
reduced rates for all dental care to
Alumni Association members and
their families. Their office is located
on 8817 Bel Air Road in Perry Hall.
Call 256-4720.

Keeping in Touch

Many alumni were involved in plan-
ning and making presentations at the
Seventh National Trauma Sym-
posium, including Elaine Rifkin, '71;
Richard Schreder, '72; Margaret
Epperson-SeBour, '73; Bernice
Wolfson, '74; Jeffrey Levesque, '76;
Jane Gerber, '81; and Marialis
Zmuda, ‘82. These alumni are also
all associated with the Maryland In-
stitute for Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Systems.

The National Council for
Jewish Women has elected Linda
Speert, ‘72 as president and Carol
Press Pristoop, ‘74 as vice president
of membership. Loretta Wall, '74
was recently named Director of
Social Work Services at the Univer-
sity of Maryland Medical System.
Joy Friedman, ‘74 just marked her
fifth year in private practice in
which she works mainly with
couples and individual adults. She
has developed many workshops and
groups in her Bethesda office. Some
of her workshops have examined
widowhood, mother-daughter rela-
tionships and stress management.
Jeanette Abramson, ‘76 is the new
lobbyist and legislative liaison for
the Maryland Chapter of NASW.

Patricia Gaffney, ‘81 is a senior
social worker at Sheppard and
Enoch Pratt Hospital. She is pro-
viding clinical services in the acute
adult psychiatric division and is also
the chair of the hospital’s social
work quality assurance committee.
Sherril Goodman, ‘81 and
Jonathan Levine, ‘84 have both
recently obtained positions at the
Randallstown office of the Jewish
Children and Family Services. Wen-
dy Cooper, '83 is a social worker at
the North Baltimore Center. Art
Rosenbaum, ‘83 is the proud father
of an infant boy named Jared.

Anne Sheehan, ‘84 is coor-
dinator of drug abuse services at
First Step Youth Services Center.
Anne joins other alumni at First
Step, including Executive Director
David Goldman, '78, Outreach
Coordinator Pat Quinn, ‘81, and
family counselor Cindy Pullen
Jones, '82. Roxanna Winkes, ‘83 is
a social worker at the Woodbourne
Center. Cindy and Roxanna are also
both newlyweds — Roxanna mar-
ried Frank O'Toole in June 1984
and Cindy married Wayne Jones in
August 1984,



Faculty Update

Sidney Brower is co-author of a re-
cent article “Black Crime and Fear:
Defensible Space, Local Social Ties,
and Territorial Function,” published
in the Journal of Research in Crime and
Delinquency, November 1984. Paul
Ephross was co-presenter of two
papers “The Use of Group Methods
in Sexuality Education for Health
Professionals” at the Sixth Annual
Symposium on Social Work with
Groups; and “Translating Theory in-
to Practice: The Making of an Ap-
plied Sociologist” at the Conference
of the Society for Applied
Sociology.

Donald Fandetti has been ap-
pointed to the National Euro-Ethnic
Advisory Board of the Center for
the Study of Pre-retirement and Ag-
ing. Donald Gelfand presented a
paper “Assistance to the New Rus-
sian Elderly” at the Gerontological
Society of America meeting. He was
also elected secretary to the society’s
Social Research Planning and Prac-
tice Section. John Goldmeier made
a presentation “Forensic Social
Work: The Maryland Program” at
NASW Symposium on Health Care.

Geoffrey Greif has published
two articles recently; “Non-custodial
Mothers Pay Child Support” was
published in Child Support Report, and
“Life with Father” in The Single
Parent. He also presented a paper,
“Assessing School Social Work
within an Eco-Systems Perspective”
at the NASW Symposium on School
Social Work. Dale Masi co-authored
an article, “Drugs in Industry,”
which was published in EAP Digest,
and presented a paper “Economic
Impact of Drug Abuse on Blacks” to
the Congressional Black Caucus,
Select Committee on Narcotics
Abuse and Control. She made a
number of other presentations and
has appeared on television and radio
several times recently in relation to
Employee Assistance Programs and
related topics. She was also ap-
pointed to the National Selection
Committee, GEICO Public Service
Award 1985.

Dorothy Miller published an
article “The Retirement Equity Act
of 1984,” Washington Social Legislation
Bulletin, September 1984. She also
presented the following papers:
“Feminist Theory and Public Policy:
The Case of Women and Welfare,”
at the Mid-Atlantic National

New UMAB Chancellor

On January 1, Dr. Edward N.
Brandt, Jr. assumed the post of
UMAB's third chancellor. Prior to
his appointment, Dr. Brandt was
assistant secretary for health in the

U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services. He oversaw a vast
network of health-related organiza-
tions including the U.S. Public
Health Service; the Office of the
Surgeon General; the Food and
Drug Administration; the Centers
for Disease Control; the National In-
stitutes of Health; the Alcohol, Drug
Abuse and Mental Health Ad-
ministration; and the Health
Resources and Services Administra-
tion.

Dr. Brandt recognizes the
significant contributions the SSW&CP
is making to our society, citing its
excellent educational programs, ser-
vice programs that meet the needs
of many Maryland citizens, and new
insights the school is providing into
societal problems. He hails the
school as “essential to continued im-
provements in the lives of citizens
of Maryland, the nation and the
world.”

Women's Association Conference;
“Children’s Policy and Women's
Policy: Congruence or Conflict,” at
the Council on Social Work Educa-
tion annual program meeting,
Washington, D.C.; and was co-
presenter of a second paper at the
annual program meeting, “Women
and Income Maintenance Programs:
Comparing Conceptual
Frameworks.”

Julianne S. Oktay was a co-
presenter of a paper, “Family Sup-
port for the Frail Elderly following
Acute Hospitalization,” American
Public Health Association and the
Gerontological Society, November
1984. Julia Rauch has received a
grant from the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services for a
Needs Assessment Study of Child
Welfare and Genetic Service
Linkages; serves as Consultant,
CSWE Genetics Curriculum Project;
and presented an invitational paper
“Education: Implications for
Research and Service,” at the Con-
ference on Families at Risk for In-
herited Mental Illness.

Michael Reisch has been ap-
pointed to the Department of
Human Resources Advisory Council
by Governor Hughes; is editor of
Guide to Welfare in Maryland,
Baltimore, 1985; authored a chapter
“Managing Finances, Personnel and

Administration in the Human Ser-
vices” in Social Administration: The
Management of Social Services, edited
by Slavin, N.Y., 1985; and served as
co-chairman with Stanley Wenocur
of our faculty at the 5th Annual
CSWE Symposium on Community
Organization and Social Administra-
tion.

Arthur Schwartz conducted a
Training Seminar for Medical Social
Workers, U.S. 7th Army, Waldorf,
Germany and published a chapter
“The Contributions of Cognate
Disciplines to Micro Practice” in A
Quarter Century of Social Work Educa-
tion edited by Dinnermon and
Geismar, 1984. Carolyn Walter co-
authored an article “Mirroring and
Autonomy: The Dual Tasks of
Mothers,” Child and Adolescent Social
Work Journal, Fall 1984.

Howard Palley, Melvin Levin
and Len Press are currently on sab-
batical leave during which time they
will pursue scholarly activity in their
respective areas of interest and ex-
pertise: social welfare policy, com-
munity planning and clinical social
work practice.

Field Instructor Newsletter
Nancy Bennett, Director of Field In-
struction, has published the premier
issue of Field Reporter, a quarterly
newsletter for field instructors.



Genetics
in Social Work

The Master’s Program Committee
has established an Ad Hoc Commit-
tee on the Incorporation of Genetics
Content into the Curriculum. Its
charge is (1) to identify how, and in
what ways, content on genetics . . .
might be incorporated into the
school’s foundation and advanced
practice areas; (2) to identify and to
encourage the development of field
instruction sites offering experience
in practice and service delivery
issues in this area and (3) to en-
courage research, development and
training opportunities in the M.S.W.
program.

During the fall, committee
members” knowledge of “state of the
art” was updated by three educa-
tional sessions conducted by
members of the university’s Division
of Human Genetics. The committee
is now working on identifying the
basic genetic knowledge necessary
for social work practice, and where it
should be taught.
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SSW&CP. All Alumni Association
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Baltimore, Maryland 21201
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Teaming Up for Child Welfare

Child Welfare

(continued from front page)

information they share, our commit-
ment to the delivery of services to
families and our willingness to think
creatively and critically about our
methods for providing these services
are both focused and strengthened.

The university has also produc-
ed other video tapes for training
purposes. In Rosie: Try to See It My
Way, a 17-year-old tells what it was
like to move in and out of foster
homes for 12 years. Foster Care Alum-
ni deals with the experiences and in-
sights of three individuals upon
graduating from the foster care
system. Point of Decision describes the
18-month dispositional court review
of children in foster care and in-
cludes interviews with social
workers and attorneys.

These tapes are available for
training purposes through the
SSW&CP. For more information,
contact Germaine Haut at (301)
528-2479.
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