SELECTIONS FROM HSHSL’S HISTORICAL PHARMACY COLLECTION




-

University of Maryland, Baltimore
Health Sciences and Human Services Library

For more than 200 years the HSHSL has served as the only publicly-funded
health sciences library in Maryland. It serves the University’s schools of
dentistry, medicine, nursing, pharmacy, social work, the Graduate School,

and works in partnership with the Thurgood Marshall Law Library. The HSHSL
embraces the role of the university’s knowledge hub, focused on advancing
UMB’s missions of teaching and learning, discovery, and service.

Our attractive and vibrant facility, which opened in 1998, serves as a center
for collaboration and learning with resources, programs, and tools that
promote discovery, creativity, and innovation. The HSHSL has 45 group study
rooms, three computer classrooms, an Innovation Space, a presentation and
production studio, an art gallery, and multiple technology-enhanced meeting
spaces. The HSHSL offers a robust collection of digital resources and print
volumes, as well as an Historical Collection of archival and rare book materials.
For over 35 years the HSHSL has been home to one of the Network of the
National Library of Medicine’s regional outreach offices under agreement

with the National Library of Medicine at NIH.

About the lllustrations

The Botanical Magazine,; or Flower-Garden Displayed was founded by William
Curtis in February 1787 and continues today as Curtis’s Botanical Magazine.
Wi illiam Curtis was a botanist and entomologist from Alton, Hampshire,
England. Most of the botanicals in the early magazines were illustrated by
Syndenham Edwards with supplemental illustrations done by James Sowerby.

The Historical Collections at the HSHSL houses several volumes of The
Botanical Magazine in the Pharmacy Collection. These volumes were donated
to the library in 1940 as part of the estate of August Kach, Maryland College
of Pharmacy class of 1882. The donation included 700 volumes, many

of which are still in the library today. The Pharmacy Historical Collection
contains influential pharmacy and medical texts, as well as dispensatories,
pharmacopoeias, botanicals, and herbals from around the world dating from
the 17th century.
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Curtis’s Botanical Magazine: Vol. 2, Plate No. 39, 1788
Herbaceous Perennial Plant | Native of the Mediterranean
Carnations have been used to treat fevers as well as coronary and nervous disorders.
30 31 Additionally, the leaves of the plants when simmered in water can be used as a soap.
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“BEARDED IRIS”
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Additionally the root has been used for its pleasant scent in perfumes and potpourris.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Curtis’s Botanical Magazine: Vol. 18, Plate No. 670, 1803
Herbaceous Perennial plant | Native of the Germany, Switzerland, Dauphiny, Italy
Historically the roots were used with other herbs in teas and liquids to purify blood,
27 28 increase kidney activity, stimulate digestion, and treat inflammation, aches, and pains.
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Curtis’s Botanical Magazine: Vol. 24, Plate No. 925, 1806
Perennial Ornamental Plant | Native of the Spain, Portugal, coast of Barbary

In folklore, the daffodil was used to treat cancer. The daffodil has been used to treat

abscesses, boils, and mastitis. The roots have been used to relieve headaches.
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Curtis’s Botanical Magazine: Vol. 2, Plate No. 60, 1788
Annual Legume | Native of Sicily

Sweet Peas are grown for their flower color and fragrance.
The seeds can be toxic if too much is consumed.
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Curtis’s Botanical Magazine: Vol. 8, Plate No. 278, 1794
Herbaceous Flowering Plant | Native of Palestine and Syria
The white lily is believed to remove wrinkles and is used in a poultice
29 30 31 to help with burns, ulcers, and coughs as an anti-inflammatory and an-

ti-diabetic. The lily has also been used to help with dysentery, diarrhea,
leucorrhea, and scrofula. Lily pollen has also been used in the treatment

of epilepsy.
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Curtis’s Botanical Magazine: Vol. 2, Plate No. 42, 1788
Tree | Native to China and Japan

The flowers can be used as an astringent, antihaemorrhagic, haemostatic, salve and tonic.
If mixed with sesame oil the flowers are used to treat burns and scalds.
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Curtis’s Botanical Magazine: Vol. 113, Series 3 Vol. 43, Plate No. 6917, 1887
Aquatic Plant | Native of Florida
The Water Lily is believed to be an aphrodisiac and has been used as a remedy for
31 infertility. The roots have been used to create a tea to treat “sexual irritability”,

blood disease, and chills.
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Curtis’s Botanical Magazine: Vol. 17, Plate No. 648, 1803
Perennial Cormous Flowering Plant | Native to Asia, Africa, and Mediterranean Europe

Gladiolus has been used to treat meningitis, malaria, diarrhea, ulcers and HIV-related
fungal infections.
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Curtis’s Botanical Magazine: Vol. 6, Plate No. 199, 1793
Herbaceous erennial | Native to the Austrian Alps

Extract of the Aster root is used for cough, cold, fever, pulmonary infections,
malaria, and hemorrhages.
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Curtis’s Botanical Magazine: Vol. 5, Plate No. 150, 1792
Annual | Native to Mexico and Guatemala
Marigolds have aromatic, digestive, diuretic, and sedative qualities.
30 31 It has been used for stomach pains, colic, coughs, dysentery, and colds.
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“INDIAN CHRYSANTHEMUM”
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Curtis’s Botanical Magazine: Vol. 10, Plate No. 327, 1796
Perennial Flowering Herb | Native to eastern Asia

The plant has antibacterial qualities and can be used to treat a variety of illnesses
including inflammation, colds, skin problems, and hypertension.
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Curtis’s Botanical Magazine: Vol. 24, Plate No. 947, 1806
Perennial Bulbous Plant | Native to the Mediterranean

Narcissus have been used in medicine because of their alkaloid production,
specifically in medicines used to treat Alzheimer’s.
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