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Introductory Lecture to Students of 1905-6 
HY Till· OI AS 

GExTu::-.n:. ·-.\s the Dean of the Dental 
1 >epartment of this L 'niversity, it becomes 
my duly to welcome you-both old and new 
!->luclent -lo its Session of 100,i-Ofi; a,1d, 
pnhaps, the best hope I can express is that 
you may, after a sojourn in this institution, 
kaH' it possessing such a knowlcclge of the 
profession you have chosen as a life-,\ork, 
as to be well prepared to meet the re,ponsi­
ble and important duties you will be called 
upon to perform in practice, ancl thereby de­
serve the success which ability ever com. 
mands. The dentistry of today has taken 
her place with the learned professions, close­
ly identified with that of medicine, but hav­
ing a deviation in study with acknowledge­
ment of a common basis. 

In this age of wonderful progressions ancl 
:--pecializalion the dentist who most thnr­
oughl_1· un(krstands his specialty is the onl_v 
one who altogether succeeds and doc; the 
most good. There is no question ahrmt a 
thorough education of the dentist: he rnusl 
have a firm foundation to build his specialty 
on. 

~o man should select and assume life's re­
sponsibilities. and, at the end of his individ­
eal journey. lay clown his assumed burden, 
just as it was when he first gathered it. The 
character of the 111an should be inscribed on 
all that h has borne and accomplished. If 
hl has been progressive, the improvement of 
his age will appear on his record and on his 
\\·ork. But if he be not progressive, that 
\\ hich he has done will prove a failure. The 
prospective is a field of vast magnitude, and 
there is room for all to display tl1eir foll 
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i,owcrs of research. Dentistry has more 

wants to supply than have been supplied; 

,, ants that arc so imperative that s11cceed­

icg generations of progrcssin· dental prac­

titioners will diligently seek lo secure; and 

the search will continue until the end of thc 

last generation. . \II science:, as iar a. 

finite minds can grasp and comprehend 

them, are cla ·tic. \s to the e ·tent the 

science of dentistry ma: c .·pand. or in just 

\\ hich direction, none can positiwly assert. 

The present strength aml vigor of the pres­

ent generation has elevated the stanclarcl of 

dentistry more than one round higher on the 

ladder than it found it. and such progress 

will encourage our successors to continue 

the struggle for advancement, and cluci­

<iatc some of the mysteries that still perplc. • 

the present age. 

The most superlative knowledg·e consi . ts 

in a capacity to grasp, comprehend, and 

wisely utilize such clements as ar required 

in the calling one may folio\\'. \,Vithout this; 

knowlcclgc spurious ideas will gather in 

one's store of information. and errnneous 

deductions will be dra\\'n, and incrcast in the 

human mind, obscuring- from sight and plac­

ing out of reach ancl use. the valued and im-

1,orlant. 

'l'hl' great majority of men must concen­

trate their energy upon one special calling. 

ignoring the iclea of universal achievement. 

ancl multiplicity of pursuits. or they will 

fail in resources ancl become lost in llw 

mazes of the variety of their own efforts. 

.\ true science having a complete slructurr.: 

of its own can, and will . upport itself, be­

come universally accepted. ancl radiate a 

light and influence which cannot be clouded 

or ob cured by opposition, false reasoning. 

or \\'Orn out by use. Hence, it becomes your 

duty, in the future, to place an atom of the 

right material on the right place to as ist 

in erecting a monument of unadulterated 

'>cientific dentistry. and thus contribute in 

~iving form. order and slahilil\· lo lhe en] -

!cctivc ma ·s. ··To enumerate the many recent 

advances made in the art and science of 

tlt•ntislry \\'ould he a stupendous task, \\'hich 

the time al my command ,vould not permit 

me to undertake, but they have all been 

long steps for\\'ard in the direction of high­

er professional standards. ancl uniform and 

reciprocal relations." 

ln this branch of science, seeking to un­

ranl the mysteries of the unknown, there 

will al\\'ays be room for workers. The scn·­

ice demanded of the dental practitioner is 

in a great degree manipulative, calling for a 

high order of technical skill for its accom­

plish1m nt. Indeed. his technical attainment­

must ht what may he termed "extraordi­

nary.·· as all operations upon the teeth must 

Jl·sist physical strain. chemical and vital 

agencil's and posst'ss esthetic and artistic 

ft·alurcs as \\di. 

'l'o properly prepare the student lo fulfil 

thc,;c rl'quin·mcnls. a systematic course of 

manual training. musl be adopted \\'hich 

!,est fits him to this encl. 

This process lo be most efficient. must be 

included in lhe beginning of the course of 

study along \\'ith anatomy. physiology. ma­

tcria ml'dica and thcrapu1tics, patholog,·. 

chemistry. metallurgy, ancl kinclrecl scienct•s. 

The <ll ntal degree must represent efficiency 

in all these subjects; hence, the destiny of 

the dl'ntist is altogether in the keeping of tlw 

dental colleg-cs. '\o difference ho\\' extcn­

siH' 011e's kno\\lcdge may he in general 

medicine and surgery, or in the allied scien­

ces. if he docs not possess the requisite tech­

nical skill to successfully fulfil the demand, 

made upon him in the multitudinous ope­

rations required in the mouth. he is a failure 

as a dentist. 
On the other hand, a dentist whose know] 

edge is confined merely to the technical. is 

a one-sided product. unworthy of the fullest 

measure of confidence from his co-lahorcrs 

in other branches of the healing art. 

Specialism docs not mean narrowness, al­

though it may lencl lo it. On the contrary. 

1t should stancl for thoroughness in the high-
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est sense in whatever branch it is applied. 
The dental practitioner should possess a suf­
ficiently thorough knowledge in pathology 
to recognize the various lesions as manifes­
ted in the mouth, and to counteract their ef­
fects. He should be sufficiently Ycrsecl in 
chemitstry and bacteriology to test the oral 
secretions that he may be able to determine 
accurately the factors at \\ ork in destroying 
the teeth. . \II this and more, the 20th cen­
tur) dentist must know ancl the 20th cen­
tury dental colleges teach. A college that 
exalts the technical branches ancl almost ex ­
cludes the scientific from its course of study. 
i , not ,vorth) of the name, and will be ostra­
cisecl by the profession. 

I believe in the broadest possible cultun! 
of the dentist, .ancl can sec· no reasonable ex • 
cuse why he should not he the peer in learn­
ing of other profrssional men. 'l'hc door of 
knowledge is an open one. !looks upon all 
subjects arc to be had almost for the asking 

If he thinks he kno\\·s it all after gracltt 
ation, and ceases to be a student, and avoids 
books, he must not expect equal recognition 
form those advanced in the scientific and 
intellectual world. Lt is largely individual 
merit that counts after all. 

From the broad basis of a general school 
education the narrowing of prokssional 
training begins. The dentist is a healer: 
his professional duties it is true arc confined 
to a small portion of the human frame but 
that portion, though small, is still human 
and vcr) important. 'l'hc dentist is a sur­
geon and something more. IT e has, like the 
physician, to possess a general knowledg-: 
of cliscase, and like the surgeon a certain 
skill of hand; but besides this he has to 
acquire a special manual training dexll'ritv 
never called for in the surgeon, ancl to pos • 
sess a special knowledge of metallurgy, of 
chemico-physics, ancl of mechanics, of which 
neither the physician nor the . urgeou need 
kno\\ anything at all. 

Beginning with the present session, the 
course of study in all dental colleges is ex-

t,:nded t() onT three years; this should be a 
great advance in our educational system, per­
mitting a curriculum so broad, so thorough, 
that its product must be the equal of a1w 
profession. In importance. in attainmcnb, 
in dignity, dentistry today occupies a posi­
tion that will endure so long as its disciples 

' remain true to ancl practice the 1-i;gh prin-
ciples demanclccl of professional men. TlH' 
outlook \\·as never brighter. .\ vigorou,­
an<I systematic course of preparatory train­
ing is required for success in any honorabl-.' 
calling. 

You will have the privilege of thus pre­
paring yourselves for the dental profession, 
and it will always be a pleasure for you to 
look back upon the thorough training you 
will here receive. unless you waste these 
advantages by ) our own neglect. If yon 
have no higher ambition than to pass the 
examinations of this l 'nivcrsity, ancl sec 
your names ornamented with the title of 
• l)octor of Dental Surgery,'' you may spare 
yourselves both anxiety ancl expense ; for 
unless you deserve it, the title in the encl will 
he useless. It may serve you as an intro 
duction very likely it will to some extent, 
- hut so far as it docs, the world will ex 
peel that the title represents skill, ancl that 
) nu are what : mt seem to he. 

The late Dr. Allport, when addressing 
the students of our College in Chemical Hall 
a few ) ears prior to his death, said: "The 
title of Doctor has been supposed to repre­
sent learning and skill in the healing art; 
but it has been so largely appropriated b1· 
itinerant lecturers, and the unlettered in 
science generall), and medical and dental 
colleges have made so many 'doctors' 
where they hacl not the 111atcrial to make 
/'1ysicia11s and dc11tists, that it now really 
means only' that a dabbler in medicine or 
nentistry has hired an office and hung out 
his shingle ... 

''The quacks in our profession usually 
\\rite Doctor before their names." It is your 
duty, therefore to so prepare yourselves 
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\1·hilc students, as to make this title oi 

D.D.S. of equal respectability to that of all\ 

other. 

You must so prepare your elves while 

students, that you \\ ill become intelligent. 

honest, and skillful dentists, so that you ma) 

not have occasion to as~ume knowledge you 

do not possess, ancl be able lo impress your 

future patients \\ ilh the knO\\"leclge yon do 

really possess of your profession. lt doe~ 

not make a man wise to put on \Yise looks. 

Learn to express your thoughts and to 

ans1\ er plain questions in plain wonk_ 

\\'hen patients come lo us for counsel they 

desire lo learn facts, and not to lake les­

sons in the glossary of dentistry; our ohject 

should be to instruct our patients, and hence 

we should speak to them in language the~ 

can understand. Our profession is in its 

nature such that almost every patient can 

be made to understand its principles, if we 

use plain English to explain them. r ,earn 

never to promise too much, which is a com­

mon fault, for you will find that all arc liable 

lo fa;Jurcs. ff your work should fail, and 

yon can sec that the fault is : ours, you arc 

bound as an honest man to make it goocl; 

but if the fault is not yours, your patients 

will have no right to hold you responsible. 

()11 your part, the honor of a man and skill 

in your profession, call for the very best 

\\ o;k, \Vhile students, cul ti vatc the habit 

of promptness to meet your engagements 

\\ ith College patients. then you will have 

the right lo demancl promptness on their 

part. Our special!) in the healing art \\'ill 

seldom make it necessary for you lo yisit 

the sick-room ; and perhaps never lo stand 

hv the bee! of the dying. You \\"ill, however, 

h~ called to witness much suffering, arn 1 

\\'hen inflicted by yourselves upon sensitive 

\\·omen and children, you will be glad lo bl' 

rdicvccl from the unpleasant duty. Your 

patient,; do not come to you from choice, bttt 

from necessity, and you arc callee! to do 

your duty, e~cn though it conflicts with 

;-our sympathy. You should study to make 

tl_1c pain of your operations as light as pos­

:,ihlc_; but no consiclcration should prevent 

a faithful performance of vour dut\'. You 

shoulu always be kind, b;1t there ·arc but 

ic::· cases \\ here your sympathy expressed. 

\\ di not excite rather than relieve vour pa­

tient's fears, and make them kss able to en -

d nrc the necessary su ffcring. In 110 case 

he rash or hasl), hut whci1 , ou know \"Olli" 

duty be firm and carry on )·our operations 
\\ ith manly courage. 

\:our courage will incite courage in your 

patient, and he will not onlv submit but 

respect you the more, when i1e secs ti1al a 

conscientious cksirc to benefit him is thL· 

mainspring of )Our action. I am a\\'arc that 

the dentist \\ ho docs this \\'ill, b) some, be 

called harsh and cruel. The unthinking. 

\\ ho lu\'e h11111l111g, \\'ill prefrr the quack 

who promises to perform all operations 

'without pain;' but those who arc desirable 

a~ patients \\·ill chcerfulh· submit to ,rhat­

cycr you think ncccssan-: It is as true in 

dcntistr) as elsewhere, ·that honesty is the 
best policy. 

From my own experience, I am prepared 

to say, that after explaining to your patients 

the necessity of thorough manipulation on 

your part. and a careful attention to the 

cleanliness of the teeth on their own, if 

thLy \\'ill not submit and follow your advice, 

your reputation and your pocket will be bet­

ter off "·ithout their patronage than with it. 

You must not expect lo please all, and it i~ 

hcltei· to run the risk of displeasing ignor 

ancc and self-\Yill by doing your dntv. than 

l<, deg-radc .! our profession, and hazat:d your 

reputation. by attempting- lo please u1~rca­

sonahle people. Great allowance must b,: 

made for the lack of piclgcmcnt and forti­
tnclc in chilclrcn. 

\\'ith these you must learn to be excep­

tionally careful to unite gentleness with 

firmness. • T ever deceive· children with the 

foolish lie that you will not hurt them. If 

parents have done this. undeceive them and 

explain, as far as you can, the real necessity 
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(Jf the case. Your frankness will gain their 

confidence, and a few moments' talk in a 

kincl manner, about their sports ancl play~, 

"ill make them feel that you are their friend. 

and the little ones, in most cases. ,, ill sit 

down to bear the pain \\ ith the fortitude of 

lwroes. Do not think you have 1v1 tim ~ 

to spend with children in this \\'a), and that 

it is a matter of no account. The child that 

i, brought to you today \\'ill soon meet yon 

on the street as your equal, ancl if you treat 

him kindly he will remember you and prove 

rour friend. Sometimes no talking ,rill 

induce children to submit to what \'OU think 

11ecessa.ry. Jn such cases, if your service · 

arc of real importance to them. yon should 

not hesitate to resort to force. This shoulr\ 

always be clone in a kind hut resolut • man· 

ncr, ancl when you undertake it. never yieH 

until you have accomplished your object. 

You should strive to do all your ,vork 

well, and never degrade a noble calling by 

dishonest expedients. 

You will certainly meet with failures in 

your operations and sometimes \\ hen you 

least expect them, but if you are patient, 

honest and faithful. you need not be clis­

couragccl, for though the school of experi­

ence gives some harcl lessons, patient stri,·­

ing will lead to success. 
Jt is not so many years since the advan· 

tages you will nm, enjoy could not be pro­

cured at any cost. In fact the demand for 

denti trv was then small. and it required 

hut Jittl~ natural or acquired abilit} to meet 

the demancls for the <lentisl's skill, and a 

few month's teaching \\as enough to enable 

almost an\'one to become a dentist. 1\s re­

finement ;ml civilization incrcasecl the de­

mand for dental opcra~ions. dentists in­

creased in number and character. The,;c 

men saw that dentistry could he macle a 

branch of the healing art-a. specialty in 

medicine. The\' cleterminccl that they would 

\\·ithholcl no s~crct from their professional 

brethren . who were prepared to engage in 

this enterprise \\ ith them. The first dental 

association was established, where they 

fredy consulted together upon the principle·~ 

and practices of their profession. , \ dental 

journal \\'as commenced with its pages open 

to all who hacl anything of advantage to the 

profession. It was soon found that a fc,, . 

months of private instruction. owing to the 

great and rapid improvement in th<' art. 

\\ere nol enough to qualif) beginners to 

practice it. . \ thorough and systematic 

course of preparatory training was dc­

mandecl, and to meet this requircment. Col­

leges of I )enfr,try were organized. Dis­

covery follo\\'ed cliscm·ery-art and scien­

tific rcsarch \\'ere stimulatecl and applied 

to the art, so that dentistry has risen in the 

last CL nttll") lo a useful and respectable pro­

fession. Today it enjoys the benefit of mam 

colleges and a literature of which profc;­

~ions much older might ,veil he proud, and 

men engaged in practice \\ hose abilities 

,,·ould he ornaments to a11y profession. But 

as \\ l' look about us, ancl sec the change,; 

that ha\'c been mad • in our art, ,,·e must not 

imagine that the \\·oriel has stood still to wit-

11css till' progre~s of our profession. 

Our calling has hut partaken of the spirit 

of the age. 

In the honorecl field of medicine. in chem­

istry, in geology, in astronomy, in mechani­

cal in\'ention, in agriculture, and in almost 

every other field of labor, there has been 

great imprnYCmL·nt. \Ve arc now livinrr in . ,.., 
the most remarkable age of the world. 

Into this worlcl of thought ancl labor you 

arc preparing yourselves lo enter, and you 

n,ve to this old L ·niversity that, like dut.iful 

sons, you shall sn prepare yourselves as to 

,, in laurl'is tn lay at the feet of your Al111a 

,1/atcr. • 

In enry profession \\'hich requires skill 

there is great need of thorough training, 

and the necessity no longer exists for all\·­

onc to enter our profession without su~h 

training-: in fact, the passage of dental laws 

hy the different States and provinces of 

, \mcrica. renders it impossible to do so. The 
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Jcmand ui the age 1s iur the he:--t, aml he 
who hopes for success must come to his call­
ing thoroughly prepared. 

Gentlemen, you owe it to yourseivcs to 
so prepare while in training, that you will 
be able to take the highest ground for th,' 
honor of your profession. 

Progress has been the watchword of the 
ag s, ancl a, each succeeding century is 
ushered in, it differs from the pn:ccding 
only in respect to advanccmt•nt. with giant 
strides the world ha$ ad vanccd. 

The possibilities of today were the impos­
sibilities of yesterday. This is true of c\·cry 
phase of life ancl especially of the scicnci.'s. 
The infirntuclc of the heawns becomes finite, 
and the distance bet\\ een planet and planet 
i, measured as accuratly as the distance be­
tween towns. Thoughts arc communicated 
through miles of space, the air. is being 
navigated and the microscope 1-c\·e,ib to th 

hitherto unkno\\'n worlds of organism, re­
vealing the causes ancl characters nf dis­
ease till now many of th '111 can be cultiva­
ted much the same as one could cultivate 

plants. 
1\nd so it is \vith dentistry, it was bnt ,\ 

fl\V years ago that ca\ies of the teeth was 
an enigma, it. causes \\-ere much discu sccl, 
manv tried to explain its patholog), some 
J,cld- one theory and some another. yet still 
iL appeared to he beyond the reach of those 
,,·110 vainlv tried to comprehend it. Hut the 
issue was finally met, and the mystcr) solved 
and we arc, in the light of our present 
knowledge, able to combat the ravages of 
this disease as rationally ancl scientifically 
as the physician combats an) gl'ncral disl'ase. 
• • ot many years ago a tooth \\'as irrl'trie­
vably lost a~ soon as decay had reached and 
exposed the pulp. Thinking men grappled 
with this question,ancl soon the obstacle was 
overcome. Through our knowledge of the 
anatomv and physiology of the teeth ,\'C 

know ti1at just as soon as the tooth is fully 
ctcvelopecl, the pulp has performed its prin­
cipal function, and may be extirpated with-

out apaprent injury, am! the root canals !lla,V 
be filled and the tooth maclc to do goocl scr • 
vice for years. \\'c kno\\' this positi\·ely, ;t 
is a scirntific fact, and just as urgical an 
operation as the removal of the appencli:-::, 
now become so common. 

The medical phase of the subject has al­
"o changed, and now the dentist knO\\·s the 
conditions of the mouth, \\'hcther the) he 
normal 1>r pathological, and he is abk tn 
t real thL same intelligently and scientifi­
call), and, 011 accmmt of thi, advancement. 
the profession of medicine is recognizing 
the fact that the conclition of the mouth aml 
tlcth has much to do with the crcncral health 
of the patient. 'l'he reason for this is l\\O· 
i11ld. First, the clccaycd teeth thcmsclvl'S 
arc a menace to health, for putrifying ma­
ll rial of such a nature forms an excellent 
culture medium for the development of all 
kinds of pathogenic micro-organisms which, 
being carried into the internal organs. 
arc certain to cause disease of various kinds. 
i\nd, second, just as soon as the function of 
the teeth is impaired the patient cannot prop­
er!) masticate the foocl. which cau e,; digest 
i\-c troubles and their attending results. ,\n­
o! her phase of our profession that is de· 
mancling recognition is that of orthnpeclic 
drntistry. The rnlirc expression of the face 
11 a) be changed ancl beautified by the propL'r 
and scit'nlific regulation of the teeth. \\'on­
derful stri<ks have also been made in the 
field of prothclic <kntistrv, not onlv from a 
~tanclpoint of utilit)·, hut ~!so from- an artis­
tic point of view. fn )Cars gone by a clen­
tun• that clid salisfactorv service \\'as con­
~ickred a success. hut we- cannot say that to­
da) ; for tH)\\' ,\·e must take into ~0115ickra­
t 1011 the restoration of the features of the 
f:tcl'-\Ye must ln ,t great clcgree reprnduc,' 
nature. 

Therefore. arti tic ability i one of the 
1,otenl requirements of the . killful <lentist. 
These ancl many other things mark the pro­
gress of our profession. Remember that yon 
\\'ill he un<l r oblig-ations to the ;rofes;ion 
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y11u haYl' chnst:n, and that you haYc no right 
to tear down what ) our predcc1:ssors have 
so ardently sought to build up, for its future 
lies in the hands of its present students and 
they ,,ill be responsible for the outcome. 
The clcyation of dentistry will depend upon 
the kind of men the cliffrrcut colleges gradu­
ate: they should be honorable men. profcs­
sional 1mn. men who will 

:- I rs. l lro1rning ays: 
The sweetest Ii, cs arc those to duty wed, 
\\ hose deeds, both great and small, . 
\re close-knit strands of an unbroken thread 

\ \ ' here lo\'c cnnobll s all. 
The world may sound no trumpets. ring no 

hl'lb. 
Till' !look of Life the shining n:cord tells. 

Amalgam and Its Treatment. 

1:\" ll.\ \'II) c1-:)."1,:s11, Jl.ll.S., B \J.'J'I ~!()JU-:. 

I Jc111011strated at tltc Xortltcastcn1 J)c11tt1l 
. I ssoc ·ativ11, October ·w. I !JO I. 

\1 1 practitioners arc familiar ,,·ith amal­
gam fillings that arc presented to them after 
1 cing in the tooth for somct imc and sho\\ 
discoloration and shrinkage around the 
cdtrcs thou(')"h a brio-ht center ma\' be left. ~ • • :-, b • 

Though the greatest cat c has been exer-
cised in insnting them,. the failure is the 
result of fail' ng to extract the free mercury 
that has been incorporated ,, ith jt to form 
the amalgam paste which has oxidized on 
cwr_v particle of it. and which in a dry state 
cannot be gotten rid of. 

'l'rituration in the hands or mortar of 
l"1rthc111,are or glass docs not incorporate 
the 111ercur_v thoroughly "·ith the 111etal and 
as it presents a dry grey granulated appear­
;:nce 111ore mercury is generally aclcled, ren­
dering it impossible for the 111ass evn to be 
thoroughly hard and compact. 

r pointed out some years ag'O the advan­
tage of t riturati ng the ml'lal and mercury 
l;etween two soft surfaces. For this purpose 
I used a rubber pestle and mortar. 

Care should be tal·cn to add the rnercun 
very carefully and little at a time until ;1 
dry granulated mass is obtained slightly ad­
lilsive in particles to each other. It is then 
rcacly to treat with the acid process, which 
l have altered from the previous one given. 

l take nitric 1, muriatic 2 parts, and add 
tn this a little scrap gold, and allow it to 
dissolH•. J then add the metals entering the 
composition of the amalgam and form a 
~tannall' of golcl. \ \' hc.n this is thorough!) 
clissolved I dilute with distillecl water and 
bottle ior use. 

It shoulcl he strongly acid to taste, but not 
strong- enough lo slain the hands. 

\ \ ' hen this fluid comes in contact with the 
amalgamatul 111ass it has a chemical action 
of uniting all the metals and causing the 
in•e mercury to come lo the surface, at the 
same time rcmn\'ing the oxicles. 

It \\·ill thrn he found that instead of too 
littk ml·rrury, more than an abundance is 
present. 

The excess should not be removed at this 
point. 

\Vash a\\·a_1 the acid liquid with warm 
water, and adcl to the metal ma:--s a mi. ·turc 
of liq. pot. clilull' with equal parts of water. 
This ,rill finish the amalgam t J a very plas­
tic and I\ hill' condition. 

\\·ash again in clean water and dry on 
I\ bite blotting paper. 

It is now ready for use. 
Expel all surplus mercury thoroughly and 

rack into the tooth ,\ith warm instruments 
,, ith a rotary burnishing motion. Contour 
and allow fifteen or t\\ enty minutes to 
dapsc. It is then ready to carve up and 
polish. 

\111alga111 thus treatccl will not shrink or 
discolor. 

If a \'cry hard amalgam is required, moss 
fibre gold may be incorporated into it at the 
first stage mentioned, ancl it wi ll be thor­
oughly intern1ixcd with the inferior ml'tals 
and giye the finished filling the appearance 
of platinum. It \\'ill set very rapidly. take 
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a bright finish, and when ground to contour 
the edges will be firm and close to the tooth. 

. ·o free mercur) being left in the mas by 
this process it docs not cause it to soften at 
the edges where the mercury accumulates 
in untreated alloys. and becomes detached 
by the friction of masticating and removed 
by the fluids of the mouth. 

The mercury used by me has been also 
treated to remove impurities in the follow­
ing manner: 

Put into an evaporating dish the mcrcur: 
ancl to this acid nitric acid diluted about one­
fourth and acid pumice powder to cover the 
top of the mercury about one inch. Place 
this in a sand bath over a Bunsen burner and 
heat to 100 F. . \llow this to evaporate to 
dryness. hut be sure it docs not get over­
heated. L'se a thermometer in the pumice 
and watch it. The mercury will be freed of 
impurities and can be strained ancl bottled 
for use. 

\ pivot made with amalgam and gold, to 
fit an ordinary root canal, was shown ancl 
could not be broken by anyone present. 

The Successful Treatment of Foreign Bodies 
Which Halle Been swallowed, 

lh:r.r, \\'rites in the Jlcdical Press and 
Cirrnlar of J unc "q, 1905, that he has em­
ployee! the following method with suc­
cess: 

Those of us who have been hurriedly 
called in to such ca cs must have felt that 
the usual advice to "leave matters alone 
for a \\hile," or to "give an aperient,'' 
<i(les not appeal very strongly to th~ 

frantic mother, however satisfactory it 
mav have proved in our past experience. 
Sh~ expects more from science than such 
nursery tricks as castor-oil! 

Such a position is a very uncomfortable 
(1ne to face. "Can nothing more be 
done?" is a question we never get hard­
ened to; ancl so it was the recognition of 
the frailty of man, well lubricated by a 

iond mother, a short time ago which led 

the author to adopt the method which he 
brings forward in his paper. 

Ire was callccl to sec a child-an only 
one, to make matters worse -J.hout 
eighteen months of age, who had glee­

fully s\vallowed a gold brooch wit.1 the 
letters 1\- \-ll-Y sticking out on all sides. 

By the time he arrived the household 
could not have been in a greater state of 
confusion if the child had swallowed a 
barbed-wire fence. 

l le endeaYorccl to calm the mother's 
fears with the usual formulre-"it \\Oul<l 
he all right," or "the child would pass it 
casil) enough." The author states he 
need not sa) what he gathered concc1 ning 
his ability and originality from the glances 
of the mother and the nurse-his reputa­
tion was becoming a speck on the horizon. 
The mother did not consider she had su f­
ficicn tly imprcsed him with the special 
features of that brooch, but he soon had 
a h rriblc mental picture of grappling 
hooks and spear-heads. Something clearly 
had to be done, and it suddenly occurred to 
him to feed the child on cotton-wool. 

He did not feel like half-1i1easurcs-wc 

<,11 know the effect a weeping woman who 

\1 ill not Ii ten to rea on, or unreason, has 

<•n one-so he gave the child a small hand­

ful of absorbent wool, teased up very finely, 

part in milk food, part in jam sandwiches. 

The jam sandwiches were a new ex­
perience in the life of that infant, and so 

the wool went comfortably clown. In the 
evening, some hours later, he ordered a 

close of castor oil; and oh, what joy in 
the morning! llc was greeted at the front 
door with a copius motion, among which 
were several egg-shaped lumps of cotton­
wool, and in the middle of one of these 
was the brooch. 

JI e was rather surprised at the complete 
succes of the method- the brooch was 
so absolutely packed that it was very 
difficult either to feel or extract it. 

... 
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~h11rtiv aiter this episode the author 
\\as sent ior to sec a little hn:, aged 4; .J, 
\\ h() had swallowecl a small brass knob 
\\ hich he hacl unscre\\ cd from his heel. 
I !ere was something ,,hich mus t, he 
thought, easily pa:-;s along at once. n_ut 
it did nol do :-;o. On the third clay a :-;kta­
gram \\ a:-; taken, arid the knob was seen 
t11 he :-;till in the stomach, in spite of castor 
"ii and plenty of food . 

• \ 11 operation was spoken of- ,q,par­
entl v that was less seriolls in the eyes of 
the - sorrm\inn· relative:-; than that the 

M . 

small kn()h should re:-;l a while on its 

j111trnl'Y south. 

~•> Ile!] :-;cl to ,rork with ahsorbenl 
,,ool. gi, ing the child a .handful in bread 
and milk. folln\\·ed at night hy a dose of 

castor oil. 
11 e • did not feel very confident that it 

\\otlld effect the knob one way or the 
other it was smooth; surely he thought, 
the wool could not stick, and if it did, 
\\ould it or would it not cause the knob 
lo he gripped and pas:-;ed along? l Te \\ as 
doubtful. 

l lmrcvcr, he had the pleasure, when 

he went to learn the reslllt the next day. 
of dimrinff it out of a mass of frees and 

:--,,:--,, h 

wool. 
The author's idea is that the wool may 

act in one of two ways: ( 1) either hy 
dircctlv cm·eloping the hocly swallowed, 
or (2.) hy matting the ieces together 

a1<>llt1<l it. 
I le hopes others ,vill try this method, 

which naturally commends itself most to 
<>Ill' \\ hen the body swallowed has :-harp 
points. \\'hich require covering. lc:,;t they 
catch and stick in the mucous membrane. 
Blll since it will also cm er :-;mooth bodies 
and cnahlc them to be gripped and passed 
c,n, the author feels ready to med any 

mother who has a haby who has swal-
10\,e<l anything small enough to pass 
through the pylorus. This method of 

treatment has the ach·antage of being 
easily and immediately applied, ancl his 
results :,;how that it is well worth a trial­
for the child is comfortab_ly relie\'ed of its 
burden, the mother is satisfied, and the 
doctor should get plenty of reward, if he 
has any of the instincts of a conjurer or 
sho\\ man. 

Smee writing the above paper, :-Ir. G. 
J. Johnson. of Dublin, has called the 
author',- attention to a successful ca:,;e of 
his. treated by this method l\Yo years ago. 
J lis patient had swallowed a metal den­
ture. '!'he author l>elie,·es that wooi has 
been employed frequently, although pre­
cise records do nnt c.·ist except in the 
ahovc mentioned case. It is, he thinks. 
a method which should he employed, and 
taught a,- a routine practice. 

Mechanical Dentistry A Means of Retention 
of Suction Plates. 

lly the dccrt·e of our worthy presiding­

officer it is my duly to seek to augment 
the intcre:,;l \\ hich \\'ill. on this occasion, 
l·~ aroused on the subject of '':-Tech,lllical 

Denistry." It is not our intention to 
seek to throw additional light on the 
well-beaten paths of either the art or the 
science of this deep and beautiful sub­
ject. Xo experiences shall I relate, 
mere!) suggestions. 

Several years ago, while exam1111ng- a 
mouth, the familiar spectacle of the tis­
sues of the palate drawn dmn1 until they 
had filled one of those so-called "vacuum 

chamber:,;" attracted my attention by the 
unusual extent of the protrusion athl the 
distinctness of its outline:-;, and abo by 
the healthiness of the parts. It occurred 
to me that a device by which the same 
force that produced it could be made to 
accentuate, or even produce, ridges and 
eminences with retentive forms. as well 
as conduci,·e to ;csthetic effect. Soft rnh-

Co11tin11rd on pa,t;r I2 
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form of membership application, \\'hich ma) 
be filled out by those II ishing to become 
identified with our ,\ssociation, and returned 
to the Secretar), who will submit the same 
to the Executive Committee for approval. 

The possibilities of the wide influence 
\\'hich our \ssociation may exert, arc be­
ginning to be apparent to those who haw 
labored faithfull)~ to p11t it upon a 11·orking 
basis. and no\\' that the ice has been broken. 
the boat launched, and our bark moving 

An nual Subscription, $ 1.00 ; Sln&le copies. 10 eta. . I J 1· 1 J J t 
quilt ·' 011, ,n.~ sen< con ta gooc c 1eer o 

VOL.:!. NO\'EMBER, l\lOG. No. 17. 

EDITORIAL. 

\\ ith the beginning of the session of l!l03 
·ou Tu 1: ( )1usT appears \\'ith an enlarged 
capacity, which indicates the wider field oi 
us fnlness the promulgators have planned 
for it. During the past t\\'o years our little 
paper has kept us in touch with hundrccb 
of our ,\lurnni, all of \\'hom have shown by 
their assistance, in a material ,,ay and 
othnwise, their appreciation of the feeble 
,. fforts put forth by the pubfo;hcrs. Thus 
<-'l1Cotiraged. it shall he our aim in the future 
to broaden out some11 hat. so as to keep pace 
with the progress of the times. and give 
to our Association a publication of such 
merit as shall be deserving of future sup­
port. 

In attempting this advance, your Co111-
mittcc has endeavored to move along per 
fcctlv safe lines, rather preferring gracltul 
o-rm~·th of a permanent nature:, lo spurir,us 
nashes which must sooner or later rebound. 

There is also to be an increase in the m111 1 -

her of copies to be issued each month, so as 
to give extras to supply additions to the list 
of membership, which it is our purpose to 
have enrolled during the present year. Thc 
extra copies will be sent as samples to such 
. \ lumni. in various . ect1ons of the country. 
as arc regarded most likely to take an ir.­
tcrest in the welfare of the organization. 
There will be placed in each copy a blank 

those of our number \\'ho have hitherto not 
kno\\'n of the organization, or, having 
k1101111. for Olll' reason or another have 
neglected to send in their names. 

Co11ti11unt from j){1ge 11 

her, in conjunction ··th \'lllcanite and 
metal forms, suggested ibclf lo me. The 
remaining teeth, when any arc present, 
and also the devices which have been 
used for the retention of the interdental 
splint might be used as a means of re­
tention for such an appliance, the same, 
of course, to he made adjustable by the 
patient. The old-fashioned spring at­
tachments might also be used. A bulb 
attached to a rubber tube might be used 
by the patient to apply additional pres­
sure during- leisure moment·. 

Of course the sttction device could, in 
most cases, ha, c teeth attached to it to 
induce the patient to submit to the an­
noyance until more favorable conditions 
could be established and a firmer and less 
cumbersome denture inserted. 

:-latters of detail arc here only matters 
of theory. and are left to those who may 
think sufficiently well of the suggestion 
lo endeavor to convert it to practical end~ 

Two qttcstions naturally arise: Can 
ridges and undercuts be produced in this 
way? If so, what of their permanency? 

The irlea that they can be produced 
thus is, in our humble opinion, not mere­
ly an hypothesis, bttt a well and firmly 
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founded theory, based on the familiar fact 
that such has been clone by air-chamber 
plates so many times. There is no reas­
on apparent to me why the hardest tis­
sues, usually covered by plates, should 
yield to this force, and the softer ones 
fail to clo so. 

1\s to the permanency of such ndgcs, 
or eminences, I can only say that if my 
observations ha,e not misled me, these 
protrusions which fill the air chambers 
do not pass awa), even when new plates 
have been inserted. 

It is nut the intention to claim too 
much for the idea, hut, in this humble 
opinion, the theory advanced is a sound 
one, the question of its utilit) being iden-
tical with that of ib practicability. 

The idea is orio-inal ,vith me. If it is 
not new to all of you, il may be to 'i 1>111l'. 

College Items. 

\fter a strenuous campaign the Senior 
Class election was held on ( ktoher ?:1rd. 
The following grntlcmen ,, ere circled offi­
cers: Geo. \\'. Frank. of .\Jaine, president: 
L. Rothenhurg. of "'cw York, vice-presi­
dent; \\'illiam C. \·an :'deter, of \Vect \'ir­
ginia, secretary; D. C. Colvin, of Pennsyl­
Yania, treasurer: P. \. Garneau, of Connec­
ticut, sergeant-at-arms: Iknr} Strasser, of 
.\larvland, orator; G. \. nurtun, of Dcla­
war~. artist. On .\lonclay evening follow­
ing the election the class was very pkas­
a11tly entertained at the Cascade by the 
newly elected staff. 

J. L. Hawse (Josie). of South Carolina, 
is back with us again, taking his senior scs­
.;ion. Josic is the same old ho}. with thc 
-,;ame old brogue. 

-
The initiating exercises we1 c carried out 

this ,ear to about the u,-ual exte,1t, regarcl­
less ~f the threatc1wd arrests hy the police. 

-L-~---

,\ hancbome. new instrument cabinet 
now gracrs. the extracting room. 

:.\Ir. J. L. Sanders from Southern DrntaJ 
Colkge ha" l'ntcred the Senior class. 

The Freshmen are learning to mix plas­
ter. Ye Gocls ! \Vhat a mess they make. 

:.\Ir. E. l'. Skaggs, class ·oG, of \\'. Va., 
,ms married during Lhe summer to :.\Iiss 
Grace :.\I. !larker of Hinton, \Y. Va. 

l'n,f. J as. l I. Harris, who has been m­
disposed during the summer, has returned 
from his \'irginia home, with renewed 
vig-or, and was heartily welcomed by his 
cla~ses. 

:.\I iss l ,ucincla Bankard. of :.\Id., entered 
the Freshman class this year. .\ I iss Ban­
kanl has the di-;t incl inn of being the first 
lady ,-tudenl in tlw department of dentistrv 
oi the L'niwrsity of :\laryland. • 

:\Ir. I'. 'l' . .\lullins from n. )of. C. IS a 
Senior here. 

Dr. T. l T. Davis, who has been connected 
11·ith the l 'ni\·crsity for many year.- in the 
capacit) oi \ssociale Professor of Opera­
tin· Dentistry, has commenced a course of 
lectures in connection ,Yith Prof. Harris. 

.'is! S-S-S. ]\ang· ! l'op ! \\·hat's that? 
( lh, nothing but a vulcanizer blowing off­
I-'reshman, of course. 

\\'ho would have thought that Cupid with 
his dart could have pierced the intricate 
netting of the , ecreary's little "cage" in 
the infirmary? But "tis true, for on one 
October ewning :.\Iis Daisy Butler, the 
charming little ex-secretary, was married 
to Dr. F. \\·. :.\IcC!uer, class •o;-;, of Va. 
\\'c extend our heartiest congratulations 
and best wishes to the happy pair. 

:.\I iss Childs has been appointed to ~11ccecd 
::',Iiss Butler as secretary. 
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The "Freshmen Class" have elected the 
iollowing gentlemen to office: A. G. Phifer, 
of );°orth Carolina, president; C. B. Lasselle, 
of :\Iassachusetts, vice-president; 1Iiss 
Jlankard, of :\laryland, secretary; \V. F. 
Blakesler, of :t\ cw York, treasurer. 

News Items. 

Dr. J. L. ;\lcClung and bride, of Virginia, 
are in town and paid the college a visit. Dr. 
I\J cClung graduated in ·o,;, and is located in 
Oli\·e Hill, Kentucky. 

Dr. IL F. \Vood, a graduate of 'U5. who 
\\ as operated on by Dr. J. R. \\'inslow for 
necrosis of the frontal sinus, is rapidly re­
covering, and the operation apears to have 
been a perfect success. 

\V. R. l\lclntire, Class ·o;;, sends us an 
announcc.ment of his new location. ;l!l~- I 0·2 

\\' cstminster street, Providence R. I. 

Dr. B. A. Lester, of the class of 'o,,. 1s 
·11 town making 't final effort to raise. hy 

subscription, sufficient money to defray the 
deficit of $GOO arising from the publishing 
of the Class Annual of mo;;. 

The name of the annual, Dones, :\lolars 
and Dricfs, on account of the affiliation of 
the :\Taryland School of Pharmacy with the 
l 'niversity, has been changed to "Terra 
;\Ta rire.'' 

The Board of Editors were unable to get 
any of the cuts used in publishing the old 
book, necessitating their purchasing an en­
tire new set of cuts of the faculty am\ col­
lege. This, with cost of publishing the in­
creased number of pages required for the 
representation of the new department, and 
the fact that 171i copies which werr sub­
scribed for were left on their hands. has 
caused this indebtedness. which Dr. Lester 
hopes to soon liquidate. 

SE\ ERE DRIVING MISIIAI•. 
Doctor and l\Irs. Snively V cry Eacll v 

Injured. • 
I lagers town, l\I<l., Sept. 17.-Dr. D. B. 

Snively, of \\' aynesboro, Pa., and wife 
,Ycrc injured in a driving accident near 
lllue Ridge Summit. They were in a 
buggy with their young son Richard, when 

an automobile frightened the horse, whic1 1 

jumped to the side of the road, a front 
\\"heel of the buggy, striking the fence. 

J )octor and :'.\lrs. Snively were thrown 
()Ut. Dr. Snively had SC\eral ribs frac-
1urccl and l\Irs. Snively was badly bruised. 
Their son remained in the buggy until 
1 he rnnaway horse stopped from exhaus­
tion and was uninjurecl.-Baltimorc S1111. 

Dr. T. 0 . Heatwole, Class 1895, elected to 
the Legislature of Maryland. 

J )r. Timothy 0. Heatwole, Democrat, was 

el<·ctecl by the voters of the Second Leg-isla­
t: vc District to the Legislature of the State 
d ::\Jar:, lane\, defeating his opponent, .\lien 
Cleveland. Republican. by a hancl,;ome ma­
jority. 

Dr. Hcatwolc's constituents arc to be con­
g-ratulatul upon their choice for their rep­
resentative. He is a forceful man, strong in 
character. and in his speech has the power 
t >i conve) ing his ideas directly to his hear­
ers . impressing them \Yith his earnestness. 

[t was the writer's good fortune, while a 
Freshman in the LTniversity. to be present 
at one of Dr. Heatwole's lectures at the 
opening of the sc sion. Little of that lcr.­
ture is retained now, bi,t one wonl c;p0kcn 
then \\ ill always be remembered. It ,\ a3 the 
word ·'Clean." Of ce,u1 ,;e, it applie·i to 
dentistry. He was arln!o:1i.;hing 1~s to be 
cleanly in all our operation5. It is the one 
:t•ljective that describes the man. 'f:1e vet­
er-; r,f Baltimore ,1re ::tssn:·l'c1 that Timothy 
0. J-1 eatwole will be r!,,,111 1n polit1l:, and :n 
hi-; share of making ti,; J.rn·s for t.h·. ~tate 
his ~hare uf 111aking the laws for the State. 
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Tin as a Callity Lining and Filling. 

Ko better material can be used as a base 
for large gold fillings in the posterior teeth 
than pure tin foil. It is easily adapted to 
the cavity and is tolerated, next to gutta­
percha, by the pulp; in fact, it seems to 
have some therapeutic influence upon the 
pulp when placed in close proximity. 

It is more desirable than other materials 

for linings, as gold foil may be worked di­
rectly into it, forming one homogeneous 
mass, instead of working each material as 
a distinct filling. 

In large approximate cavities where the 
gingival portion is hidden from view the 
tin may be exposed at the surface from a 
quarter to a half of the entire approximate 
surface, thereby simplifying the operation 
to a great extent, while at the same time 
giving the patient as good, if not a better, 
filling than if the whole surface were cov­
ered with gold. 

In those buccal cavities, which extend 
along the gingival line and are so painful to 
the patient and disagreeable to the operator, 
tin can be used to great advantage. 

Weddings. 

Dr. W. E. Dimmock, of 'Windsor, Nova 
Scotia, a graduate of the Class of '05, and 
.:\Tiss Lilian Dakin were married September 
14, 190,5. 

DR. STRICKLER-:.IISS ANDES. 

Former Students of Bridgewater College 
~Tarried in Chapel by President Yount. 
A pretty wedding was solemnized 

\Vednesday afternoon at 2.30 o'clock in 
the chapel of Bridgewater College, when 

::\liss Xora Roller Andes became the 
bride of Dr. R. E. L. Strickler, a young 
<ientist of Korth Fork, \V. Va. The cer,'­
mony was performed by Re,·. \\". B. 
Yount, president of Bridgewater College, 
in the presence of a large gathering of 
friends and relatives of the young couple. 

:.I rs. Sarah K. ::\Icyerhoeffer, of Pleas­
ant Valley, a sister of the bride, was ma­
tron of honor and Mr. Benjamin F. 
Strickler, of ,\lexandria, a brother of the 
groom, was best man. 
nther attendants. 

There were no 

The bride was charmingly attired in a 
handsome traveling gown of blue bril­
liantine. and the matron of honor wore 
blue silk. 

Immediately after the ceremonv De 
and l\Irs. Strickler were driven to ·Harri­
sonburg-, where they hoarded the after­
noon Southern train for a bridal trip to 
X ew York State. They will spend sev­
eral weeks on the JI uclson, returning to 
Xorth Fork during the latter part of this 
month. 

Dr. Strickler is a son of the late Frank 
Strickler, of :New Market, and is a grad­
uate of the dental department of the Uni­
yersi ty of Maryland. II e located at 
Xorth Fork, \\·. Va., a year or two ago 
and has acquired an extensive practice in 
that vicinity. Ile was a student at 
Bridgewater College three years and has 
many friends in the town. 

His bride is a daughter of the late John 
\V. and l\frs. Bettie A. Andes, of Rock­
ingham, and enjoys a large circle of 
friends and acquaintances in the com­
munity in which she has always made her 
home. She, too. is a graduate of Bridge­
water College and is a young lady of 
charming personality. 

Dr. and :Mrs. Strickler were the recipi­
ent of many hancbome presents, among 
which were various articles of silverware, 
china and linen. 



Call on GEORGE GITH, 
1330 Pennsylvania Avenue, 

I• ,r I ,rst Clas, 

Tailoring At H.easonable 
Rates. 

I B. 

A WELL l!!:QUll"PEO ESTABLISHMl!!:NT 
ADDS TO OU" ,..ACILITl~S ,..OR TAILORING 

WEYFORTH & SONS, 
TAILORS 

WE HAVE POLITE SALESMEN 
WE HAVE EXPERT CUTTERS 

WE HAVE A LARGE ASSORTMENT 01'" MATERIALS 
AT POPULAR PRICES 

217-219 N. PACA STREET. 

J. J. LANDRAGAN. WELL DRESSED MEN WEAR. 

complete line of I O'Neal's Hats 
STAT1ONEP.Y. BLANK BOOKS, ETC. 

Students' Supplies a Specialty 

NE. Cor. BALTIMORE and PACA STS. 

. • . .. • • . ,g· 

N. W. COR. EUTAW AND SARATOGA, 
BALTIMORE. 

LUTHER B. BENTON, 
succr.s oR TO 

SNOWDEN &. COWMAN DENTAL CO. 
TEMPORARILY OVER WILLMS' 

N. W. COR. HOWARD & SARATOGA STS, BA TI MORE, MD. 
DI•:AL IN 

THE S.S. WHITE DENTAL MFG. CO.'S TEETH AND MATERIALS, 
20th CENTURY TEETH. 

BENTON'S LOCAL ANAESTHETIC, for the painless extraction of teeth (ne'l/er 

fails), and is absolutely harmless. 

oz., 50 cts. 5 ozs., $2.00 

DE. 'T.\L ~l'LCJALTIES. 
ARTIFICIAL TLETII. 
c:OLD A. ]) ,\I.LOY. 
DE:--:T,\L 1:-;'STRC::\fE~TS. 

tt. S. WRIGHT & CO. 

DENTAL DEPOT, 

235 PARK AVENUE, BALTIMORE, MD, 

C. & I'. 'Phone, St. Paul 21.67 :'If. 

GEO. B. BOUTELLE, 
324 N. EUTAW STREET. 

DENTAL SUPPLIES and STUDENTS' OUTFITS, 

Also Repairing d Instruments 

of all kinds 

For Dentists 
PLE,\SJ: CALL. 

Samples free upon application. 

C. .N\. Kepner, 

DENTAL SUPPLIES 

Room 4, 404 N. EUTAW ST. 

· ·--··~•✓\·•~·•·~•-€' .. •~-~-•~-~--~ ••• ,-: ·•·. ·•· •.•.. -; ... "<! ·• 
- -
•·¢-•-0-•·1 ·•~•~➔•· !)••/4>-•-<?•-<$>-•·0-•~·•· -v-•➔•-<S>-•-0 

CHAS. R. DEELEY, 
DEALER I~ ALL KINDS OF 

DENT AL SUPPLIES, 

111 NORTH LIBERTY STREET, 

BALTIMORE, ::\fD. 

l 
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