
American Physical .Therapy Association 
1790 Broadway, hew Ymk 19, N. Y. 

. 
To: Mr. William N e i l l ,  S e c r e t a r y  

fl 
Maryland Chapter Date: October 20, 1953 

Re: 

om: Mildred Flson 
Executive Direc tor  

Miss Haskell  has  t o l d  me of  h e r  r ecen t  conversat ion with Mrs. Kendall 
i n  regard t o  a l e t t e r  she had rece ived  from t h e  Registry.  

According t o  ou r  information Lhe new Code of E t h i c s  o f  t h e  Reg i s t ry  
i s  s t i l l  i n  prepara t ion .  There i s  no doubt t h a t  it w i l l  s p e l l  o u t  
q u i t e  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  maintenance o f  a p r i v a t e  o f f i c e  by a phys ica l  
t h e r a p i s t  i s  une th ica l .  A s  you no doubt know t h e  Regis t ry  has  
always s t a t e d  t h a t ,  b u t  discovered t h a t  t he re  were loopholes which 
it now proposes t o  c lose .  

I wolfid l i k e  t o  em.-hasize t h a t  t h e  American Ree i s t ry  o f  Phys ica l  The rap i s t s  
is  a voluntary  non-orof it corporat,ion, j u s t  a s  t h e  American Phys ica l  
Therapy kssociat, ion is a non-profit  corporat ion.  Tach have t h e i r  own 
by-laws and code o f  e t h i c s  which members o r  r e q i s f r a n t s  must abide by 
i f  they a r e  t o  maintain t h e i r  r e p i s t - r s t i c n  and/or membership. 

A great, many American Physical  Therapy Associat ion members a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  
w i t h  t h e  American Reg i s t ry  f o r  Phys ica l  The rap i s t s  and many r e j i s t r a n t s  
a r e  America? Phys ica l  Therapy A s s o c i ~ t i o n  members. Wheras both  organiza t ions  
have i n  common maintenance of s tandards  of  physical  therapy education and 
serv ice  t h e y  a r e  i n  f a c t  q u i t e  d i s s i m i l a r .  

We a r e  a p ro fes s iona l  membership a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  by-laws and code of  
e t h i c s  voted on by t h e  membership, t h r u  th 'e ir  drily e l e c t d  de lega te s  t c  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  body, t h e  House of Dele2ates.  Our purposes a r e  broad and 
se rv ices  many and a l l  sub jec t  t o  membership approval. 

The R e ~ i s t r y  i s  governed by an appointed Board which h a s  f u l l  autonomy. 
Seven a r e  physioians appointeJ  by t h e  Congress of  Phys ica l  f ledicine and 
Rehab i l i t a t ion  and two phys ica l  t h e r a p i s t s .  appointed by t h e  American 
Physical T h ~ r a p y  Associat,io?. Provis ion  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  r ep resen ta t ion  
was made two y e a r s  ago. It  a c t s  i n  a s i m i l a r  capac i ty  t o  a s t a t e  r e ~ i s t r a t i o n  
o r  l i c e n s i n g  board except it has no l e q a l  au thor i ty .  Reg i s t r an t s  t o  
maintain ststils must abide by t h e  by-laws and e t h i c a l  laws of  t h e  Board, 
otherwise they a r e  sub jec t  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  o r  expulsion. 

The American Phys ica l  Therapy Association, a s  you know, is deeply concerned 
with e t h i c a l  p r a c t i c e ,  i.s., t h a t  we t r e a t  on ly  by p r e s c r i p t i o n  and under 
the  d i r e c t i o n  of  a physician a n l  t h i s  i s  s u e l l e d  o u t  i n  our  code. Any 
member no t  adherin? t o  it i s  sub jec t  t o  i i s c i p l i n e .  

Tnle a s  an Association a r e  not  i n  ayreement with the  c o n c e ~ t  t h a t  t h e  
maintenance of a p r i v a t e  o f f i c e  o r  ownin: equipnent i s  i n  i t s e l f  une th ica l ,  
b ' i t  r a t h e r  how d o ~ s  the  physical  t h e r a p i s t  ccnduct himself .  However t h e  
r e z i s t r y  dces maintain i t  i s  une th ica l .  

There i s  i n  my mind only  two t h i n o s . t o  do, one, r e s iqn  from t h e  Registry 
if yell a r e  i n  disa5reement . with i t s  p o l i c i e s  and plxrposes and twc, 
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MEMO To: 

1790 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 

i f  you believe t h a t  t he  Registry i s  important t o  you pro tes t  as  a 
regis t rant ,  not a s  an American Physical Therapy Association member, 
t o  the Board. 

I'll be happy t o  t a l k  with t h e  group there.  I cotlld do i t  sometime the  
first week i n  November o r  sometime the week of the 22nd. 



A M E R I C A N  P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y  A S S O C I A T I O N  

1 7 9 0  B r o a d w a y ,  N e w  Y o r k  1 9 ,  N .  Y .  
January  22, 1958 

Dear  Member: 

An e d i t o r i a l  i n  t h e  January  i s s u e  of  t h e  Arch ives  of  P h y s i c a l  Medicine and R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
c o n t a i n s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  conduct  of  American P h y s i c a l  Therapy 
A s s o c i a t i o n  members and r a i s e s  q u e s t i o n s  which r e l a t e  t o  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  development and 
its r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  a  medical  s p e c i a l t y .  

A t  t h i s  t ime  o u r  o n l y  comment is t o  e x p r e s s  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  your  compliance w i t h  t h e  APTA 
Code of  E t h i c s  f o r  Members. The b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  of t h i s  Code a r e  t h a t  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
is a  medical  s e r v i c e ;  t h a t  t h e  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  s h a l l  c a r r y  on t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  of t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n  on ly  wi th  a d e q u a t e  and s p e c i f i c  medical  d i r e c t i o n ;  and t h a t  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  
p h y s i c a l  therapy  is devoted  t o  t h e  b e s t  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  unders tand  t h e  i s s u e s  you w i l l  wish t o  have background in format ion .  T h i s  ma- 
t e r i a l  is be ing  compiled from o u r  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s  and w i l l  be  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  Chapte rs  and 
D i s t r i c t s  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e .  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

Y 

Mary E. B a s k e l l  
Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  
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April 29, 1958 

Fks . Florence P. Kendall, President 
l~iaryland Chapter 
2 East Read S t ree t  
Baltimore 2 ,  3 1 q l a n d  

Cear Florence: 

The attached informal summary of r e l a t i ons  between t h e  
Registry and APTA was prepared two o r  t h r ee  years ?so 
and i s  froxi our records. It i s  unfortunaLely a l l  too 
apparent t h a t  a con f l i c t  of functions and. philosophy 
continues and was fu r the r  aggravated by D r .  Kottkel s: 
e d i t o r i a l  i n  t'ne January Archives of Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation. 

We have been preparing more d.etailed background information 
f o r  presentation t o  t he  Delagates a t  our Sea t t l e  meeting. 
It i s  anticipated t h a t  p r io r  t o  t he  House of Delegates meeting 
the  Board of Directors w i l l  reach a 6ecision regarding con- 
t inued r e l a t i ons  with the  Registry which w i l l  a lso  be reported. 

In view of t h i s  and t he  pressure of other  comnitments I 
regret  t h a t  it w i l l  not be possible f o r  one of us t o  attend. 
the  Waryland. Chapter meeting. It i s  en t i re ly ,  however, a 
matter of t h e  and c i r c u m s t ~ c e  and should anyone have been 
able t o  come there  would have been no expense t o  t he  Chapter. 

I do not  know which o f f i ce r s  r e t a in  t h e i r  reg i s t ra t ion  in t h e  
Registry since t h i s  i s  a personal matter. I resigned about 
three  years ago. 

If a f t e r  reviewing the  enclosed mater ia l  you would l i k e  some 
fur ther  c l a r i f i ca t i on  please f e e l  f r e e  t o  e i ther  wri te  me o r  
phone co l lec t  when I w i l l  t r y  t o  furnish t he  information you 
might need f o r  your meeting. 

A l l  bes t  wishes t o  t he  Chapter and t o  3;ou and ?lr. Kendal-1. 
We hope t h a t  many of you w i l l  be i n  Sea t t l e .  

Sincerely, 
./- 

Exe cut iv.e Direct or 
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