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ADMINISTRATION

Visitors - Dr. Max Trubek visited the HSL on May
12, 1989. Dr. Trubek, who is over 90 and still
practicing in New York, donated ten pre-1900 historical
volumes to the Historical Collection.

On May 25, 1989 two visitors from the National
Science & Technology Information Center in Taiwan
spent the day at HSL reviewing the library systems.

New Staff in Information Services - Sandy
Levy joined the staff of Information Services on July 1,
1989 and Diane Fishman will be joining the department
on August 15th.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

With the end of the fiscal year behind us, Resource
Management staff noted major accomplishments this
past year. The reorganization of the units was the
obvious priority this past year. However, a running list
would include the new phone system, "new" terminals
and equipment, the FAX machine, the journal inventory
project, Release E of LS2K to mention but a few. The
planning efforts of the University of Maryland Libraries
were also a major undertaking. The Direct borrowing
policies for all UM libraries was a major
accomplishment as well. Sometimes it is so easy to
forget the many successes throughout the year, because
it seems like forgotten history by July 1. However,
congrats and thanks to all the staff for all your
accomplished this past year. Bless ya!

Acquisitions/Serials

SC350 Update - We are now beginning check-ins on
titles starting with the letter "T". Approximately 90%
of the titles we receive are checked in online.

The new fiscal year began July 1. The Library book
and journal budget was increased this year. The
approval plan for new books has been reactivated and
orders for new books not received on approval are being
sent out. The Journal Review Committee will meet in
August for the first time in 2 years to order new
journals. The Committee will resume quarterly
meetings.

Cataloging

Cataloging survived the power outage on June 1, with
little or not difficulty, even though we were plunged
into total darkness. Fortunately we could use our keys
to open the fire exit door located just outside of the area
and were able to see each other and light once more.

Three members of the staff, Phyllis Colleton, Emily
Denning, and Margaret Jones, were honored for theil
years of service to HSL, 10 years, 15 years, and twenty-
five years, respectively. Margaret Jones was also feted
to a really special UMAB-sponsored program followed
by a reception, replete with the works: hors d'oeuvres,
vegetable and fruit salads, delicious desserts, hot
munchies, cheeses and assorted crackers, etc. The live
music and the ice sculpture were an <. *_¢ attraction.

Cataloging is continuing to work with Systems in
preparation for the LS2000 record enhancement project
to be done by Blackwell/NA. Right now available



services are being studied; a profile is being drawn up;
and the contract is also being studied. A time frame has
not been set. Further information will be given as it
becomes available.

Cataloging orientations, including hands on
demonstrations, were given to four Circulation staff
members who had not previously had them: Kim,
Leslie, Lorraine, and Noreen.

And, as always, the inflow of books continues, luckily
for us.

Circulation

The Circulation staff has faced a number of changes
lately. After 4 months without a stack manager,

Lorraine Hayes came on board in early May.

Unfortunately, Lorraine resigned effective July 21st to
take a position elsewhere. So we are once again
without a stack manager. In early June Kimberly
Smith began working here as a Circulation assistant in
the evenings and weekends. Robin Harris will be
starting July 31st as our Weekend/Desk Coordinator.

We wish Lorraine well in her new position. A hearty
welcome to HSL goes out to Kim and Robin.

Historical & Special Collections

Former Professor to be Highlighted -- Dr. Sheldon
Cohen of the National Institutes of Health is planning a
second edition of the work EXCERPTS FROM
CLASSICS IN ALLERGY, which was originally
published in 1969. To be featured in this upcoming
work is Dr. William H. Schuliz, who had been a
Professor of Pharmacology in our School of Medicine
from 1920-1932, before remaining as Research
Professor until his death in 1955. Dr. Schultz, also
entered in the AMERICAN MEN OF SCIENCE
(1944 Ed.)., had performed landmark research on
experimental sensitization, conducted at the Hygienic
Laboratory in Washington during earlier years, which
provided a significant laboratory model in the area of
allergy and infectious disease studies for many years.
Fortunately, we were able to supply a portrait, an
obituary, and a oiviiograohy of puoblications by Dr.
Schultz from our biography files. Dr. Cohen was
extremely pleased with our assistance in his efforts to
highlight the distinguished career of Dr. William
Schultz.

Interlibrary Loan

Interlibrary Loan ended the fiscal year with request
volume totalling more than 22,000 requests. Despite
all changes, the borrowing unit managed to record an
87% fill rate, 3% above last year's rate. The lending
unit is working closely with the staff at the State Dept.
of Health and Mental Hygiene to provide ILL services
to staff of that State agency. As of July 1, the State
Health and Mental Hygiene Dept. closed their in house
library and reassigned library staff. On July 21, the
lending unit staff presented an orientation/training
session on how to use the Health Sciences Library.
Participant evaluations rated the workshop 4.46 overall
on a 5 point scale. Planning should be completed soon.

STAFF ASSOCIATION

Dessert Luncheon - The HSL Staff Association
sponsored a "Delectable Dessert" for members only on
July 13. We served "Chocolate, Chocolate, Chocolate
Cake" and "Fruit Tarts" consisting of blueberry,
strawberry and kiwi. Lemonade, hot tea or coffee was
also served. It was originally supposed to be held in the
courtyard between the student union and School of
Nursing, but because it was so hot outside, it was held
in the Historical Room. Phyl even started a
summertime picnic picture (since we couldn't be
outside) with trees, grass and flowers. As everyone
arrived they added something to the picture. We had a
good turnout and everyone seemed to really enjoy
themselves.

Membership Drive - We had our annual
membership drive May 1 - June 20. Out of 38 original
members, 26 rejoined. Not too bad! We hope those of
you who have not joined, will think about it and
reconsider.

General Meeting - A general membership meeting
was held on July 14 from 2 to 2:30 p.m. in the
Historical Room.

The meeting was called to determine if dues should be
reduced to $6 for part-time members. It was determined
that these members do not have a chance to attend al!
functions of the Staff Association. It was decided thai
dues would be reduced for part-time members by a
majority vote.



There was other discussion regarding the Association
itself. Everyone seemed to agree that it's nice to
sponsor events for the entire library staff, but the
Association should devote most of its attention to
events for members only.

Also discussed was increased efforts by members to use
the e-mail more for sharing ideas concerning the
Association.

Secretary/Treasurer - As of 7/21/89, there is a
balance of $632.91.

RML
New SE/A RMLS Executive Director Named

Following a long search for a new executive director of
the Region 2 RML program, Faith A. Meakin has
accepted the position effective August 14.

Ms. Meakin, who has resided in San Diego, California
for the past year, spent from 1983 to 1988 based in
Geneva with the World Health Organization's Office of
Library and Health Literature Services. There she was
responsible for the supervision of library public services
in support of WHO programs both of headquarters and
in six regional offices. While in Europe Ms. Meakin's
consulting activities took her to the Netherlands, the
Congo, Pakistan, Thailand and India. Prior to her
position with the World Health Organization, Ms.
Meakin served eleven years (1967-1978) as head of
reference followed by four years (1979-1983) as head of
public services at the Biomedical Library University of
California in San Diego.

Joann Leaves the RMLS - The RMLS staff wishes
the best of luck to JoAnn Johnson, secretary, who has
accepted a new and challenging position with the
Department of Genetics on the University of Maryland
campus.

JoAnn has provided exceedingly capable support to the
RMLS coordinators for the past three and a half years.
JoAnn will be difficult to replace -- she has always
worked with diligence and a willingness to accept
increasing responsibility. Her pleasant disposition, her
sociability, and her hard work are s ncerely appreciated
and she will be missed a lot.

Network Membership Database Arrives

The long anticipated Regional Medical Library Network
Membership database has arrived! This database spent a
long time in development -- the project met with a
couple set-backs as the contract had to be renegotiated
with different programmers -- but it was worthwhile and
very soon the RMLS will be reaping full benefits. The
final result is quite impressive. The programming was
time consuming as the database was designed to be
flexible enough to meet the varying needs of each of the
seven regions now and also to be easily adaptable to
changes which may be desired later. Though the
database is quite complex it is extremely uscr-friendly.

The database will store all of the information about
network members reported on Network Membership
Data Collection forms. This includes interlibrary loan
policy information.

Exhibit Enhancement Activities

Network member Christiane Jones of the VA Medical
Center in Bioloxi, Mississippi coordinated a localized
effort to represent the RMLS at its exhibit booth at the
Mississippi State Medical Association annual meeting
May 31 - June 2. This cooperation of Mississippi
librarians made it possible for the RMLS to fulfill the
requirements of the enhancement grant during its staff
shortage.

Also, Lisa Boyd exhibited in Orlando, Florida at the
annual meeting of the Florida Dental Association from
June 29 to July 2. Lisa found the dentists, hygienists
and dental students in attendance to be very interested in
using GRATEFUL MED, the MEDLARS databases
and in the RMLS network in general.

SYSTEMS & AUTOMATION

New Disk Drives - The new disk drives for MOE
(the MaryMED computer) which we have been waiting
for have finally arrived and have been installed. We
now have over 4 and a half billion characters of storage
(4.7 gigabytes) for the MaryMED and HSL/Current
Contents(R) databases. We are now expanding the
holdings of both database to three years of MaryMED
and one full year of HSL/Current Contents®),



Air Conditioning - Those who have visited the
computer room have noticed that it hasn't been as chilly
down there as you expect. With the additional disk
drives the room was going to get pretty hot. So a new
air conditioning unit is being installed. This meant one
day of downtime on July 26 and another day sometime
in the next couple of weeks. After that, the room
should stay at a nice cool temperature.

Dan - Dan has spent the last 6 months at the National
Library of Medicine helping with their Information
Retrieval Experiment (IRX). With Bev gone, work has
begun to pile up. We have pulled Dan back to the HSL
to help out with MaryMED programming and several
microcomputer projects.

INFORMATION SERVICES

Life is beginning to return to its usual hectic normal in
the Information Services Division. Both Pam and M.J.
have returned from their maternity leaves and by the end
of the summer, the Division will be fully staffed for the
first time in two years! All staff have been cautioned to
be on the lookout for heavy objects falling from
windows or for runaway trucks on Greene or Lombard
Streets!

Shira London, who did a really great job helping us at
the reference desk and on special projects, finished up
her temporary assignment on July 13. She helped us
through an extremely hectic time and will now be at
home enjoying the remainder of her pregnancy. A new
addition to Information Services is Sandy Levy. You
all know Sandy from her stint with Systems. We are
really pleased to have her with us.

Within Information Services there are now three
separate service areas - reference, education and online
searching. Don is the coordinator for the reference area,
which includes the self-service searching tools such as
BRS AfterDark, PsycLIT, MaryMED and HSL
Currents Contents. Education is coordinated by Phyl
who has responsibility for the information management
seminars and the bibliographic instruction in addition to
training new staff how to be better instructors. Patty is
the online services coordinator and she is responsible for
ediated searching and for microcomputer applications
within Information Services. All three coordinators
have been busily preparing for the onslaught of students
in the fall.

On the go - Janet and Deb recently attended BIOSIS
training and Don came back refreshed from the DIALOG
Refresher seminar. Phyl recently attended the meeting
of the BIIG group of the Maryland Library Association.
Patty has been elected to be the chair-elect of the
Continuing Education Committee of the Mid-Atlantic
Chapter of the Medical Library Association. Sandy was
elected one of the Directors of the Baltimore Chapter of
SLA.

And the big news! If things look different in the
reference area, it's because we have been preparing for a
major renovation and eventually the entire reference
collection and indexes and abstracts. Many thanks to
Madeline and the shelvers. They did such a good job
that we're going to invite them back when it is time to
move the books again. Please notice Charlene's new
office. It's really "cosy" and she is becoming a whiz on
her Mac! M.). 's office will be moving into the
reference area which is a good thing because now the
staff won't have to pitch in and buy her roller skates!



