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EVENTS, LECTURES

» William T. Carpenter, MD, professor, Departments of

Psychiatry and Pharmacology & Experimental Therapeu-

tics, and director of the Maryland Psychiatric Research Center,
presented “Deconstructing Schizophrenia for Therapeutic
Discovery,” at the DiMascio Lecture at Tufts University in April.
This annual lecture is given at Tufts University by the president
of the American College of Neuropsychopharmacology.

» Steven Czinn, MD, professor and chair, Department of Pediat-
rics, was invited to present at a “Meet-the-Professor” session at
Digestive Research Week held in Washington, DC, in May. Dr.
Czinn also chaired an oral abstract session while at Digestive Re-
search Week on behalf of the Esophageal, Gastric & Duodenal
Disorders Section of the American Gastroenterology Associa-
tion. The topic of the research forum was H. pylori: Pathogenic
Mechanisms.

» Donna Farber, PhD, associate professor, and David Scott, PhD,
professor, both from the Departments of Surgery and Microbiol-
ogy & Immunology, have joined together to organize the “Third
International Conference on Autoimmunity: Mechanisms

and Novel Treatments” to be held in October 2007 in Rhodes,

Greece. The conference is presented in association with Aegean

Conferences, an independent educational organization that

sponsors various series of professional biomedical conferences

the
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& WORKSHOPS

annually. Drs. Farber and Scott have received grants from the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation and the Multiple Sclerosis Society in
support of this meeting. Corporate and pharmaceutical sponsors thus far
include Medimmune, Genentech, Zymogenetics, Miltenyi and Coley

Pharmaceuticals.

» Brian R. Gastman, MD, assistant professor, Department of Otorhinolaryngol-
ogy-Head and Neck Surgery, presented a lecture “Stereolithographic Model-
ing for Reconstruction in the Post-extirpative Craniofacial Defect” at the AO
Challenges & Advances in the Management of Craniomaxillofacial Surgery/
State of the Art Reconstruction-Microsurgery Conference in Baltimore last

March.

» Gloria E. Hoffman, PhD, professor, Department of Anatomy & Neurobiol-
ogy and Program in Neuroscience, recently presented a workshop for the
Federation of Experimental Biology and the South American Neuroscience
Society, both in Brazil, and in October, will conduct a course as a component
of a Society for Neuroscience/Grass Foundation International
Training Award called the Ricardo Miledi Neuroscience Training
Program. Dr. Hoffman will also run a course for the International
Brain Research Organization this November on “Approaches for
the Study of Stress.”

» S. Michael Plaut, PhD, assistant dean for Student Affairs and as-
sociate professor, Department of Psychiatry, presented “Intricacies
of Discussing Sex with Medical Patients: Workshop on Sexuality
in Clinical Practice for Health Professionals” and “The Curse of
Mrs. Robinson,” a case discussant, at the Society for Sex Therapy
and Research Annual Meeting in Atlanta, Georgia, in March.
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B oo SRR

We welcome our new faculty!

Monica Myklebust, MD, joined the Department
of Family & Community Medicine in February
2007 as an assistant professor and became medical
director of the Center for Integrative Medicine
in June 2007. She is also an assistant professor in
the Program in Complementary Medicine. Previ-
ously, Dr. Myklebust worked at the University of
Michigan Integrative Medicine Clinical Services
and received her conventional training in family
medicine at the Mayo Graduate School of Medi-
cine. Fellowship training under Dr. Andrew Weil

at the University of Arizona’s Program in Integrative Medicine established a
solid background for her work in this field. In 1989 she received a Master’s De-
gree of Science from the Department of Biology at Saint Cloud State Univer-
sity in Saint Cloud, Minnesota. In 1993 she earned a medical doctorate at the
University of Minnesota School of Medicine in Minneapolis. Her work at the
University of Maryland will build on the strong foundation of the Center for
Integrative Medicine’s 15-year history. Expanding
collaboration in clinical care at Kernan and Shock
Trauma is a priority for Dr. Mykelbust.

Peixin Yang, PhD, joined the Department of
Obstetrics, Gynecology & Reproductive Sciences
as assistant professor. Dr. Yang will be an active
member of the Birth Defects Laboratory, headed by
Dean E. Albert Reece. Dr. Yang obtained his PhD
from Zhejiang University in China and served his
post-doctoral training at the University of Nebraska
Medical Center in the Department of Obstetrics
& Gynecology. Upon completion of his training
he joined the staff of the University of Nebraska Medical Center, and in 2004
moved to Arkansas joining the staff of the University of Arkansas for Medical

Peixin Yang, PhD

Sciences.

Zhiyong Zhao, PhD, joined the Department of
Obstetrics, Gynecology & Reproductive Sciences
as assistant professor. Dr. Zhao will be an active
member of the Birth Defects Laboratory, headed
by Dean E. Albert Reece. Dr. Zhao obtained
his PhD from the University of Manchester in
Manchester, England, and he served his postdoc-
toral fellowship at Pennsylvania State University.
Upon completion of his fellowship he joined the

staff of Yale University, and in 2004 moved to
Zhiyong Zhao, PhD

A job well done to all who have kept us in the media spotlight!

Arkansas joining the staff of the University of

Arkansas for Medical Sciences.

IN THE NEWS

Edson X. Albuquerque, MD, professor and chair,
Department of Pharmacology & Experimental
Therapeutics, was featured in National Institute
of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS)
CLIPS, Number 222, in an Associated Press
article entitled “Alzheimer’s Medicine May
Defuse Nerve Agents.” Originally published in
the August 9, 2007, issue of The Post-Standard
(Syracuse, NY) the article focuses on his study
on galantamine and its positive effect on animals

that were exposed to several organophosphates.

Dr. Albuquerque is an NINDS grantee. Edson X. Albuquerque, MD

the
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Hats off to those who have been published!

Gad Alon, PT, PhD, associate professor, Department of Physical
Therapy & Rehabilitation Science, co-published a manuscript
entitled “Functional Electrical Stimulation Enhancement of
Upper Extremity Functional Recovery during Ischemic Stroke
Rehabilitation: A Pilot Study” in Neurorehabilitation and Neural
Repair, Vol 21, May/June 2007.

Abdu F. Azad, PhD, professor, Shane M. Geraul, PhD, postdoctoral
fellow, Joseph J. Gillespie, PhD, postdoctoral fellow, and Sheila M.
Dreher-Lenscik, graduate student, all from the Department of
Microbiology & Immunology, co-published an article entitled “A

Gad Alon, PT,PhD  New Tick Defensin Isoform and Antimicrobial Gene Expression

in Response to Rickettsia montanensis Challenge,” in Infection &

Immunity, April 2007, Vol. 75, issue 4.

Nicholas Carbonetti, PhD, associate professor,
Galina Artamonova, research assistant, and Victor
Ayala, graduate gtudent, all from the Department
of Microbiology & Immunology, co-authored an
article entitled “Pertussis Toxin Targets Airway
Macrophages to Promote Bordetella pertussis Infec-
tion of the Respiratory Tract” in the April 2007
issue of Infection & Immunity.

Rao P. Gullapalli, PhD, associate professor, Stephen
R. Roys, research associate, and Jiachen Zhuo,
research associate, all from the Department of

Nicholas Carbonetti, PhD

Diagnostic Radiology & Nuclear Medicine, co-

authored an article entitled “Age-related Changes in Nociceptive Processing
in the Human Brain,” published in the February 2007 issue of the Annals of the
New York Academy of Sciences. Dr. Gullapalli and Mr. Zhuo were also among
the co-authors of “Use of Diffusion Tensor Imaging to Predict Myocardial Vi-
ability after Warm Global Ischemia: Possible Avenue for Use of Non-beating
Donor Hearts,” published in the April 2007 issue of the Journal of Heart and
Lung Transplantation.

PUBLICATIONS

Richard W. Goldberg, PhD, associate professor, Department of Psychiatry,
co-published an article entitled “Use of Medical Emergency Departments by
Veterans with Schizophrenia” in Psychiatric Services, 2007 58: 566-567.

Andrei E. Medvedev, PhD, assistant professor, and
Stefanie N. Vogel, PhD, professor, both from the De-
partment of Microbiology & Immunology, co-pub-
lished an article entitled “Role of TLR4 Tyrosine
Phosphorylation in Signal Transduction and
Endotoxin Tolerance” in the Journal of Biological
Chemistry, March 28, 2007 (E-pub ahead of print).

Stuart E. Mirvis, MD, professor, and Kathirkama
Shanmuganathan, MD, professor, both from the Depart-
ment of Diagnostic Radiology & Nuclear Medicine,

co-authored an article entitled “Diagnosis of Blunt Andrei E. Medvedev, PhD
Traumatic Aortic Injury 2007: Still a Nemesis,”

which was e-published ahead of print on March 19, 2007, in European Radiol-
ogy. Drs. Mirvis and Shanmuganathan also co-authored an article entitled
“MDCT Diagnosis and Endovascular Management of Bullet Embolization to
the Heart,” which was e-published ahead of print on March 7, 2007, in Emer-
gency Radiology. Additionally, Dr. Mirvis and Clint Sliker, MD, assistant professor,
Department of Diagnostic Radiology & Nuclear Medicine, co-authored an
article on “Imaging of Blunt Cerebrovascular Injuries,” which was e-published
on March 15, 2007, ahead of print in the European Journal of Radiology.

David Russ, PT, PhD, assistant professor, Department of Physical Therapy &
Rehabilitation Science, has been accepted for publication in Muscle and Nerve
for his manuscript entitled “Central Activation, Muscle Performance and Physi-
cal Function in Men Infected with Human Immunodeficiency Virus.” Wayne
Scott, PhD, a postdoctoral fellow and an advisee of Dr. Russ, is a co-author.

James Russell, MD, associate professor, Department of Neurology, co-
published an article entitled “Autonomic Dysfunction in Obstructive Sleep
Apnea is Associated with Impaired Glucose Regulation” in Sleep Medicine,

2007 Mar; 8(2):149-55.

the
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PUBLICATIONS continued IN MEMORIAM

Charles S. White, MD, professor, Department of Diagnostic Radiology &

Nuclear Medicine, published an article on “Chest Pain in the Emergency Paul Trader, BS, a 2007 graduate of the University of Maryland
Department: Potential Role of Multidetector CT,” in the February 2007 issue School of Medicine, died unexpectedly of heart failure on May
of the Journal of Thoracic Imaging, and authored an accompanying editorial on 27. Mr. Trader had just received his BS degree in Medical and
this topic. Dr. White and Jean Jeudy, Jr., MD, assistant professor, Department of Research Technology from the School of Medicine on May 18.
Diagnostic Radiology & Nuclear Medicine, were among the co-authors of an Born May 23, 1984, in Baltimore, he was reared in Mill-
article on “Aortic Valve Bypass for Aortic Stenosis: Imaging Appearances ersville, graduated in 2002 from Antioch Christian School in
on Multidetector CT,” in the April 2007 issue of the International Journal of Arnold and received an associate’s degree in 2005 from Anne
Cardiovascular Imaging. Arundel Community College, where he was student body presi-
Rui-xin Zhang, PhD, assistant professor, Department of Family & Community dent for two years and received the President’s Leadership Award
Medicine and Program in Complementary Medicine, published an article for his service to the college. While at the School of Medicine, Paul Trader, BS
entitled “IL-1ra Inhibits Fos Expression and Hyperalgesia in Rats” in the he served for two years as the Department of Medical Research
March 26, 2007, issue of NeuroReport. & Technology’s (DMRT) class president and as the DMRT University Student

Government Association (USGA) representative as well as UMB’s Maryland
Higher Education Commission representative. Paul was committed to enrich-
ing the campus community through his work on USGA.

He volunteered his time at the Western Maryland Area Health Education
Center where he participated in the Service Learning Project. While com-

APPOINTMENTS

pleting his baccalaureate degree, he worked part-time in the Core Laboratory
at Mercy Medical Center. Mr. Trader was a member of Antioch Christian
We applaud our colleagues on their recent achievements! Church, Pathology Associates and the Bay Hills Golf Club. He was a Civil

War and World War II re-enactment participant. His interests included spend-
Steven B. Johnson, MD, FCCM, professor, Department of Surgery and Program

in Trauma, Maureen McCunn, MD, MIPP, FCCM, associate professor, Department
of Anesthesiology and Program in Trauma, and John
Straumanis, MD, FCCM, assistant professor, Department of
Pediatrics, were inducted as Fellows of the American
College of Critical Care Medicine in January 2007 at

a ceremony held during the annual Society of Criti-

ing time with his daughter as well as playing golf, Bible study and talking with
young people and friends about God.

At graduation in May, Mr. Trader received the
American Society for Clinical Pathology National
Student Honor Award.

cal Care Medicine conference in Orlando, Florida. In
addition, Thomas Grissom, MD, interim visiting assistant
professor, Department of Anesthesiology and Program
in Trauma, and Eric Shepard, MD, FCCM, assistant profes-
sor, Department of Anesthesiology, received presidential

citations for their work and commitment to the Society
of Critical Care Medicine. L-R: Steven Johnson, MD; Maureen McCunn, MD; and John
Straumanis, MD
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HONORS

Congratulations to the following faculty who have received
awards and honors!

Bizhan Aarabi, MD, associate professor, Department of Neurosurgery and
Program in Neuroscience, was one of four recipients chosen to receive the
2007-2009 Maryland Spinal Cord Injury Research Grants by the Mary-
land Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) for his research
project entitled “ASIA Motor, Functional and Health Related Quality of Life
Outcome in Traumatic Central Cord Syndrome, a Prospective Randomized
Study.” In addition, Jay Menaker, MD, clinical assistant professor, Department
of Surgery and Program in Trauma, also received one of the four grants for
his work entitled “Does Aggressive Blood Pressure Management after Acute
Spinal Cord Injury Improve Functional Outcome?” The four selected research
projects came from a pool of 17 applications representing five institutions
throughout the state of Maryland. A total of $800,000 is distributed among
the four recipients to use in their respective research. The research projects
represent both pre-clinical and clinical studies at different academic institu-
tions in Maryland. The DHMH is optimistic that these funded investigations
will ultimately improve the health and welfare of spinal cord injury victims.

Angela H. Brodie, PhD, professor, Department of Pharmacol-
ogy & Experimental Therapeutics and Program in Oncol-
ogy, received the prestigious Gregory Pincus Medal in June,
together with Craig Jordan, PhD, from Fox Chase Cancer
Center in Philadelphia, for their pioneering work on develop-
ing aromatase inhibitors and tamoxifen. Established in 1969,
this award is given annually by the Worcester Foundation for
Biological Research at the University of Massachusetts Medi-
cal Center to recognize individuals who are pioneers in the

fields of endocrine and reproductive biology. Both researchers
Angela H. Brodie, Php ~ began their work at Worcester.

Robert C. Gallo, MD, professor, Departments of Medicine
and Microbiology & Immunology, and director, Institute of Human Virology,
received an honorary doctorate from the University of Athens, Greece, on
May 3. He also gave a public lecture, “HIV/AIDS Research: Then and Now”
at the Athens Concert Hall. While in Greece, Dr. Gallo held discussions with

& AWARDS

Dr. Natasha Karamanlis, the physician wife of
the Greek prime minister, as well as the Greek
minister of health and a wide range of Greek
researchers and academicians.

Brian R. Gastman, MD, assistant professor,
Department of Otorhinolaryngology-Head and

Neck Surgery, was awarded the “Rising Star”
award at Maryland General Hospital for rapidly Robert C. Gallo, MD

increasing his clinical practice.

Gloria E. Hoffman, PhD, professor, Department of Anatomy & Neurobiology
and Program in Neuroscience, was one of only
five investigators in the nation to receive an En-
docrine Society Bridge Award in recognition of
her outstanding contributions to the understand-
ing of the neural substrates regulating fertility in
females. Dr. Hoffman is recognized as an excep-
tional resource and educator in the technique of
histochemistry. Dr. Hoffman has directed core
facilities for staining/imaging in conjunction with
funded National Institute for Child Health and
Human Development Centers for Reproduction

Gloria E. Hoffman, PhD for more than 14 years.

E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD, MBA, vice president for Medical
Affairs, University of Maryland, and John Z. and Akiko
K. Bowers Distinguished Professor and dean, University of
Maryland School of Medicine, was selected as one of the
Daily Record’s Influential Marylanders for 2007. Dr. Reece
was one of fifty leaders from within their respective fields to
be chosen for this honor.

Erica M. Richards, PhD, MSIII and member of the MD/PhD

program, was awarded an F30 National Research Service

Award from the National Institute of Neurological Disor

the buzyy
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HONORS & AWARDS continued

ders and Stroke for her work entitled “Postischemic Hyperoxia and Cerebral
Energy Metabolism.” Her research is performed under the mentorship of Gary
Fiskum, PhD, professor and vice-chair for Research in the Department of Anes-
thesiology. Drs. Richards and Fiskum, together with Mary McKenna, PhD, associ-
ate professor, Department of Pediatrics, and Robert E. Rosenthal, MD, professor,
Departments of Emergency Medicine and Anesthesiology and Program in
Trauma, recently published an article in Stroke (38: 1578-1584 (2007) estab-
lishing for the first time that prolonged ventilation with 100 percent O, after
experimental cardiac arrest actually impairs rather than promotes brain energy
metabolism compared to metabolism observed with normoxic ventilation.
These results support and extend those of Drs. Fiskum and Rosenthal and Irina
Balan, PhD, postdoctoral fellow, Department of Anesthesiology, who recently
reported that both neurologic impairment and neuronal death are reduced

by using normoxic ventilation, compared to the standard clinical practice of

hyperoxic ventilation (Stroke 37: 3008-3013 (20006).

Members from the Student National Medical Association, (L-R) Maya Matheny, MD/PhD student, Treasure
Walker, MSII, Lisa Green, MSIII, David Trotter, MSII, Shavonne Massey, MSII, Doee Kitessa, MSII, and John
Douglas, MSII, at the Annual Medical Education Conference in San Francisco in April.

Donald E. Wilson, MD, MACP, dean emeritus,
University of Maryland School of Medicine, was
honored at the Association of American Medical
Colleges’ (AAMC) Annual Meeting in April for
his past leadership of the AAMC and its Council
of Deans (COD), having previously served as
chair of both. Dr. Wilson was also honored at a
special dinner, which marked the first time the
COD held such an event to recognize his con-

tributions to academic medicine. Additionally,
Dr. Wilson received an Honorary Degree, Doctor  ponald E. Wilson, MD, MACP
of Science from the University of Maryland,

Baltimore at its commencement exercises in May

2007. Dr. Wilson was chosen by UMB for this honorary degree based on his
being an academician of the first order, a proven administrator, a risk-taker
with a strong work ethic, a widely respected internist and researcher and a

demonstrated leader.

Members from the University of Maryland School of Medicine Student National
Medical Association attended the Annual Medical Education Conference in San
Francisco in April, where their chapter was honored as Chapter of the Year.
Lisa Green, MSIII, was elected National President-Elect for 2007-2008, Maya
Matheny, a student in the MD/PhD Program, was re-elected to National Trea-
surer for 2007-2008 and Tangela Anderson, MSII, was appointed External Affairs
Committee Chair for 2007-2008. The University of Maryland Chapter of the
Student National Medical Association is an organization of under-represented
minority medical students that seeks primarily to provide academic and social
support for minority medical students at the University of Maryland School of
Medicine.
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GRANTS V

Congratulations to our very productive faculty
on their recent grants and contracts!

Stephen T. Bartlett, MD, Barbara Baur Dunlap Professor

and chair, Department of Surgery, received a one-year $877,677
competitive renewal from the Office of Naval Research for his
work entitled “Skin and Composite Tissue Allo-Transplanta-
tion in Non-Human Primates.” Dr. Bartlett has been successful
in achieving this grant for the past five consecutive years. The
ultimate goal of this research is to provide a reliable means for
replacing any tissue loss as a result of service-related injury with

healthy allogenic tissue that provides for replacement of both

Stephen T. Bartlett, M0 the form and function of the lost tissue.

Brian Berman, MD, professor, Depart-
ment of Family & Community Medicine, and direc-
tor, Center for Integrative Medicine, received a
five-year $2.1 million grant from the National
Institutes of Health to study the evidence base for
complementary therapies. The Center for Inte-
grative Medicine is doing this work as part of its
involvement with the Cochrane Collaboration,

an international organization of more than 10,000
contributors from more than 80 countries working Brian Berman, MD

to prepare up-to-date systematic reviews of every

kind of healthcare therapy. The center serves as the Cochrane Collaboration’s
“field” for complementary and alternative medicine, meaning the center helps
coordinate reviews in this field of study. The goal is to offer the general public,
health care providers and policymakers high quality information on the ben-

efits and risks of these therapies.

Toby Chai, MD, associate professor, Department of Surgery, received a $62,500
grant from Pfizer, Inc. to study the “Changes in Human Bladder Urothelial
Cell Intracellular Calcium” and the effects of various neurotransmitters. This
grant was awarded as part of Pfizer’s annual Competitive Grants Program. The
award will allow Dr. Chai to continue his clinical and research interests with

the effects of Detrol LA on the bladder.

& CONTRACTS

Martin F. Flajnik, PhD, professor, Department of
Microbiology & Immunology, received a five-year
$1,125,000 competitive renewal for his National
Institute of Health grant “Evolution of Adaptive
Immunity, RR06603.”

Bartley P. Griffith, MD,
professor, Department
of Surgery, received a
five-year $3,570,303 grant
from the National Heart,
Lung and Blood Institute
for his project entitled the “Development of an

Martin F. Flajnik, PhD

Artificial Pump-Lung for Respiratory Failure.” Dr.
Griffith and his research team, led by Zhongjun Wu,
PhD, assistant professor, Department of Surgery, are

Bartley P. Griffith, MD

committed to the development and advancement
of artificial lung technology. The overall strategy of this award is to develop a
compact, efficient and wearable artificial heart-lung system.

Sean Kelishadi, MD, resident, Department of Surgery, received a two-year
$90,229 Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Award from the Na-
tional Heart, Lung and Blood Institute for his work entitled “Gene Expression
in Cardiac Allograft Vasculopathy.” This award is an F32 training grant to
help support postdoctoral research training. Currently, Dr. Kelishadi conducts
research as a surgical fellow in the Division of Cardiac Surgery and is a leader
for the surgical team under Richard Pierson, Ill, MD, professor, Department of
Surgery.

Lixing Lao, PhD, LAc, professor, Department of Family & Community Medi-
cine, and director of Traditional Chinese Medicine for the Center for Integra-
tive Medicine, has received a one-year $57,000 R-13 grant award to support a
Society for Acupuncture Research conference entitled “The Status and Future
of Acupuncture Research: 10 Years Post-NIH Consensus Conference.” The
conference will mark the 10th anniversary of the 1997 NIH Consensus
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GRANTS & CONTRACTS continued

Development Conference on Acupuncture, a landmark event in the growth

and acceptance of acupuncture in the U.S. Dr. Lao’s conference will be held at
UMB this November, where UMB President David Ramsay, DM, DPhil, will
give the opening address.

Myron M. Levine, MD, DTPH

Middle Atlantic Region of the United States. For
more information on this regional program visit the
website at http://marcebiodefense.org.

Vincent C.0. Njar, PhD, associate professor, Depart-

Myron M. Levine, MD, DTPH, professor, Department
of Medicine, and director, Center for Vaccine De-
velopment, received a one-year $8,152,481 non-
competing renewal National Institutes of Health
Regional Center of Excellence grant entitled “De-
fense Against Biowarfare and Emerging Infection
Agents.” This cooperative
agreement supports over
50 research projects and
cores at 11 consortium
institutions within the

tics, received a $51,000 grant from the University of Maryland Marlene and

Stewart Greenebaum Cancer Center to further studies on oral bioavailability

of VN/14-1, a promising retinoic acid metabolism blocking agent, or RAM-

BA, for the treatment of endocrine-sensitive and endocrine-resistant breast

cancers.

Robert S. Poston, MD, assistant professor, Department of Surgery, received a
five-year $2,478,174 grant from the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute
for his project entitled “Thrombin Dysregulation Leads to Early Saphenous

Vein Graft Failure.” Dr. Poston’s main area of research continues to be investi-

gating outcomes after coronary bypass surgery.

Rodney J. Taylor, MD, MPH, assistant professor, and Jeffrey Wolf, MD, assistant
professor, both from the Department of Otorhinolaryngology-Head and Neck
Surgery, were awarded a three-year $325,000 Flight Attendant Medical Re-
search Institute grant for their research entitled “Evaluate CD137 as a Novel

Treatment in a New Tobacco-Exacerbated Model of Chronic Sinusitis.”

ment of Pharmacology & Experimental Therapeu-

Vincent C.0. Njar, PhD
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