/&'cx WM‘

. Haymond ¥. McKeowm, Chairmacn

Joint Committes Lo Study Yaramediocul Arez
in Relation to ¥edicire

American Medical susoclation

aoa By, Oregon

Dr. MoXeown:®

cant agtion by the louse of Dalegates of tho imzaig
aclnn, we should iike to briag 1o your aatentj.ﬁ

cvelopment snd present status of legal
sf pnghhcal Vherapists in the United Stetes

istributed to Chapters: of this Asso
tﬁ“ﬁrq T, V. McDavitt, vrector of ihe

i f lationg of -he . mevican Medics

T LcDav1+T g letter dated Dctober
e mxeculive Secretar 4.V .T.6 , <. ..
*heofy was the theory that w adopied in framing X
221 ach relating to rhysical ﬁiﬁrapisﬁs< We did ot
pr‘“111 any one from practicing physical therapy. £10
o de was supply the medical piofessiosn znd the menzrel
we list of versens who were cumpeten? to perlorn whe
ve or voubine tasks connected with the practice of

Heine The new Washington law in my opinion, °

aézmp 2 of a ‘vermissive statute. 1t perrits @ physical
wose competensy is attesies by her registration under the ac
carey ot the preacziption of 5 phyeician.

i
R L
w8 inie n
“Phl._!ﬁ "y

¢
ok AR

Frior o 19h9 the puactice of physical therapy was regulated in
Pormsy iTanis (1213 - Regulations of State Toard of Medical Eousatdioo
¢ ldcensore:; New York 11026): Hawaizl (1945 « Regnisat ot
Tarritorisl Sosrd of Health): and Marviance {(1547).

1757



Dr. R.M. McXeown
AMA, Coos Bay, Oregon
1-2-59 2

During the sumer of 1957 we reviewed the content of all existing
laws. gathered information from our respective Chapters regarding
the effectiveness of the existing laws and observed a trend toward
stronger laws. A "permissive"” law permits those who meet the
educational qualifications as set by law to register as physical
therapists and only those who are duly registered may call them-
selves registered physical therapists. A "mandatory” law specifice
ally states that in order to practice physical therapy in the state,
a person must be duly licensed or registered. Educational qualifi-
cations and other requirements must be met. A summary which reveals
the trend toward "mandatory” laws follows:

Physical Therapy Practice Acts, 1913==1958

Mandatory Permissive

1913 - 1922 i § 0
1923 - 1932 1 0
1933 - 1942 0 0
1943 - 1952 2 1,
1953 = 1958 (6 Years) a1 ol

Total 15 16

We believe to be "effective" a law must do more than permit regis~

tration of those who meet the prescribed gualifications and who
desire to become registered. We believe that to adequately proect
‘the public and all patients; a law must require that physical theragpy
be practiced only under the prescription and direction of a physician
licensed within the state; when a "mandatory" law is enforzed, it
becomes necessary for all patients seeking physical therapy to Jirst
consult a physician, thereby, permitting diapgnosis, preseription and
continuing evaluation of the patient to be made by those who are
(malified to do so0-

A "permissive” law seems to do little to protect the public fron
nscrupulous and unqualified practitioners. As the name, physical
sherapy, becomes known more and more “quacks" are adding the term o
their shingles; advertisements and telephone directory listings. A
suse in peint relates to the situation in Illinois where a "perrissive
ilaw was enacted in 1951. The classified (Yellow Pages) of the 1558
“hicago directory carries 75 listings under "Physical Therapists” only
one of which is known by us to be a graduate of a school approved by
+he Council on Medical Bducation and Hospitals of the American Medicat
Aggociation.

For the information of your Comittee we should like to point out the

Zollowing characteristics of the 31 existing physica' therapy piaciice

actas

3. In 30 of the 31 laws, it is specificelly stated that Dersons ,
registered or licensed must practice under the prescryiviicn and o
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direction and/or supervision of a physician. The one excepnion
ig Nebraska (1957). Our Nebraska Chapter included this require-
ment in the proposed bill but state authorities held that this
requirement be deleted, their philosorhy being that this
requirement has to do with ethics of the professional group and
should not be spelled out in the Nebraska code.-

2. In all existing laws, the educational qualifications are based
on those prescribed by the Council on Medical Education and
Hospitals of the American Medical Association. In some instances
it 1s stated that a person must be a graduate of a school
Yapproved by the Board.®" The composition of the respective
Boards or Committees ensures that only Counciﬂ—aporoved schools
will be "approved by the Board.™

3. Of the 31 laws, 5 are administered solely by Beards of Medical
Examinerss 13 are administered by Boards of Medical Examiners
assisted by a Committee of physical therapists {in one state
three physical therapists and two physicians comprise +he
camittee); 13 are administered by Physical Therapy Boards
(8 states have boards composed solely of physical therapistss
one state has a board composed of physicians; L states have
boards composed of physicians and physical therapists.) There-
fore, in only 8 of 31 instances is the law administered by
physical therapists without official appointment of physiciens
+o the board.

In September 1958 this Association had prepared by its legul counsel
a preliminary draft of component sections of a "mandatory” physical
therapy practice act based upon cur analysis of the existing laws
and the conviction of our Board of Directors that stronger laws are
necessary to protect the public. A copy of the preliminary draft is
akttached. I believe the statements made in the introdicticn of th
model are evidence that this Association is attempting to fogher
strong laws which will be a service to the public, physiclans ard’
physical therapists. Since 1921 when our Association was founded,
we have allied ourselves with the medical profession in order o
best serve the patient; our Association and our professional grcup
recognize the need for physicians? guldance and direction.

We fervently hope that study by your Committee will proceed promptly
and that as a result of this study physiceal therapists may look
forward in the immediate future to increased support from the medical
profesagion through state medical societles for these reasons in
adéitlon to the points thus far enumerated.

1. We have always instructed our members that the suppori of tre
State Medical Society is not only desirable but i3 esseniial.
Only in this way can we be assured that the law svnacted =lll
really protect the public and be in the besat inlerest of
phygicians and physical therapisis.
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In almost every state our efforts have been opposed by
chiropractors or other unqualified groups. The majority of
our Chapters through the years have assessed themselves to
obtain legal advice. We as a professional group are largely
salaried employees and so not have the financial means to
fight opposition presented by other groups.

Only through mandatory laws requiring practice under prescription
and direction of a phys:.clan can the practitioners of physical
therapy be undeniably tied in with the medical profession, Our
Code of Ethics binds our members; our Judicial Committee can expel
a member who is unethical. A member having been expelled is no
longer bound by the Code of Ethics; therefore s+ a "mandatory" law
is the only far-reaching and enforceable means of controlling
practice. Adeguate licensure laws provide for policing and
revocation of licenses. Voluntary registries of professional
groups may provide the medical profession and emplcyers with lists
of those who are registered but the practice of physical therapy
in a state cannot be controlied by a voluntary registry board.

The attached materials which will appear in the January 1959 issue of
the PHYSICAL THERAFPY REVIEW may be of interest to you. Should you
wish additional copies of this material, we will be pleased to providde
these to you after Janvary 15. Under separate cover we are sending
you ten copies each of a reprint; State Registration of Physical
Therapists, with a supplement of laws passed in 1958; ten copies of
our Code of Ethics for Physical Therapists; and also under separate
cover we will send five copies of our preliminary draft of component
sections of a "mandatory" physical therapy practice act.

Should you have any questions regarding our legislative program or
our purposes, please let us know.

. Sincerely yours,

Dorothy E. Voss;, Consultant
Chapter and Membership Department
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‘E.L. Turner, M.D,



