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W n g  the summer of 1957 we reviewed the  content of all existfsg 
l a w s ,  gathered information from our respect5ve Chapters regarding 
the effectiveness of the &sting laws =d observed a trend t o w z d  
stronger lawsB A tlpennissive'l l a w  p e d t s  those who meet the,  
educational qual.ifications as set by l a w  to register a s  physical 
therapists =d only those who are duZy registered may c a l l  t h m -  
selves registered physical therapists,  A "mandatory" Ziik~ specific- 
ally states that i n  order t o  practice physical therapy i t i  t he  skate, 
a person mst be duly licensed or registered. Educational $[ualiST- 
cations and other requirements must be meto A s u m ~ a - ~  which re'vea3-s 
the trend t ~ ~ a r d  ?ymandatoryt! laws fallawsr 

Physical Therapy Practice Acts, 1913--1958 

Total 15 15 

Ve believe t o  be "effective" a l a w  must do more than pemdt reg:isr= 
.",ration of those who meet the  prescribed qualifications and  who 
5esi.m t o  become registered.. We believe that t o  adequatel~r pro-;ect 
-the public and all patients, a law nmst require that; pkrysicd. -tiis:-apjr 
5e practiced only under the prescription and directron of a phy!3icTxc 
licensed within the state; when a r'mandatoq-rl law is enforzeci, :I% 
becomes necessary for all patients seeking physic& theram to ::'irs-; 
eonsult a physrj-cian, thereby, permitting diagnosis, prescr:ipt-ion and 
zont inuhg evaluation of the pat ient  t o  be made by those dl:, ~ r t ?  

: ~ ~ ~ a l i f ' i e d  to do so, 

.I ''permissSve" 1s'~ seems LO do little t o  protect ths public frm 

.-cnscmprdous and unquWf ed practitioners, A s  the name, physiccal 
-';heraw, becomes hown more and more "quacks" are adding the Sem C,c 
+;heis shingles, advertisements and telephone directo:qr lis-';&ga, 4. 
.r;a8e in pdnt related t o  the s i tua t ion  ir, I l l h o i t s  -&ere a "perrilsalve 
2.a~ was enacted i n  1951, The classified !yellow Pages) of the ?.FS& 
'%icago directory carries 75 listings under "Physical 'he~*apis'~:;''  o-nly 
m e  of which is known by us t o  be a graduate of a school appro-vcd. by 
the Council on Medtcal Education and Hospitals of the  Arnes3.c~~ 1Icd:icai 
i~issociationD 

:.?or the information of your ~ ~ t t e e  we shauld liks to po:int ox?-the 
:?o:1Zo7dng characteristics of: the 31 exlisting physical- 'cheraar ;?1.a!:$:.c-e 
L>-cL s : 

?.= In 30 of the .?I l a w s ,  it is speciftcelly stated $h.e.% -,i2rso2ie 
.: I! 

re@,stered licensed 'must, pracfice under t he  p,-erc~-!:~?~L.=:; RnS: . '> -  
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direct-ion and/or supervision of a physician, The or?e excep;ioo 
is Nebraska (1957). Our Nebraska Chapter included this reql iLm-  
ment i n  the  proposed bill but s t a t e  authori t ies  he16 t3a-s tics 
requirement be deleted, t h e i r  philosophy being that this 
requirement has t o  do with e th ics  of "he professional group and 
should not be spelled out in the  Nebraska coden 

2, In a l l  existing laws, t h e  educationdl qualifications w e  based 
on those prescribed by the Council on Medical Fduca-kiao. and 
Hospi.tals of the American Medical AssociatLon, In sane Instances 
it is  s ta ted  tha t  a person must be a graduate of a scnool 
"approved 'rry the Board,' The composition of the respective 
Boards o r  Committees ensures t h a t  only Caunca-approved schools 
w i l l  be t"apprwed by the  Board*'' 

,30 O f  the 31 l a w s ,  5 are administered s o l d y  by brch of Medtt:al. 
Examiners; 13 are administered by Boar& of Medical Examrins-s 
assis ted by a C a m i t b e  of physical therapists  !fin one s t a t e  
three physical therapists  and two physicians comprise %he 
cmmitteej; 13 are.admhistered by Physical Therapy B a r d s  
(8 s t a t e s  have boards composed solely of physical ther:qis'e:ij 
one state has a board composed of physicians; 4 s t a t e s  have 
bo,wds composed of physicians and physical theray&s*ts,) Tlc:re- 
fore, i n  only 8 of 31 instances is the law admidstemd by 
pkvsicall t h e r a p i d s  Kithout o f f i c ia l  sppointmen-L of ph,pf!.ci?-ris 
to the board, 

In September 1958 this Association had prepared by i t s  legLI. cmase l  
a prelfmimxy draft of component sections of a "mandatoqG: ph?~c_i.caL 
therapy practFce act based upon our analysis of t h e .  exisfxhrg La~rs 
and the conviction of our Board of Directors t'leit stronger l aw zrs 
necessary t o  p ~ o t e c t  the publico A copy of the prel5minqr &&t i s  
attached, I believe the statements made j3 the  introclu3tion of 5i:e 
model =e evidence tha t  %his Association lis attempting to fo .~%er  
strong l aus  &ich w i l l  be a s e m c e  t o  the public, pba~siciana m.d' 
pr;lvvsical tnerapists ,  Since 1921 when our Association was few-dcd, 
we have a l l i e d  ourselves with the  medical profession i n  order to 
best serve the pa-tient; our Association and o m  professional grcbup 
recognize the  need for physiciansg guidance and rXrectionz, 

We fervently hope tha t  study by your Conmittee will proceed prmpt3;y 
and t ha t  as a result of this study physical theraptsts wr look 
forward in the  imuediate rutare t o  increased support from the me clical 
profession through s t a t e  medical societ ies  far these reasons i n  
ad~it-ion to t he  pcints thus far  enumerated,, 

1, We have &days i m t m c t e d  our members -that the s - ~ p p o ~  of-' t.k.e 
State Medical Society is not o n l y  deslirzble but i s  euse~fial-, 
W y  in this :~ay can Re be assured that the Lax scz~ ted  -9ri?_3 
r e d l y  ~ r o t e c t  the puE1i.c ancl be in t2?e beet in.r;?res'c o:? 
p b y s i c i ~ ~ s  znd physkcal therapistso 
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2, In  almost every s t a t e  our e f fo r t s  have .been opposed by 
chiropractors or  other unqualified groups. The major3.ty of 
our Chapters through the years have assessed thanselves to 
obtain legal advice* We as a professional group are largely 
salaried employees and so not have the financial means t o  
fight opposition presented by other grdups, 

3" Only through mandatory laws requiring practice under ~:rascs5ptioa 
and direction of a physician can the piactitioners of physical 
therapy be undeniably t ied in with the TmedicaZ profess-ion, &k 
Code of Ethics binds our members; o w  Judicial C d t t e e  can expel 
a member who is unethical, A member h & b g  been expelled is no 
longer bound by the Code of Ethics; thdref ore, a "nandatcw1' law 
is  the ozily far-reaching and enforceable means of controlling 
practice, Adequate Ucensure laws provide for policing and 
revocation of licenses. Voluntary registries of professional 
groups may provide the medical profession and employers with lists 
of those who are registered but the practice of phystcal Sheraw 
i n  a s ta te  cannot be controlled by a voluntary registry board, 

Tne attached materials which appear in the  Jan~~ary 1959 lssue of 
the PIIPSIWL THERAPY WIEW may be of in te res t  to you., Should you 
wish additional copies of t h i s  material, we will be pleased t o  pxuvidde 
these t o  you after  January 15, Under separate cover we are sending 
you %en copies each of a reprint, State Registration of Physical 
Therapists, with a supplement of laws pasaed in 1958; ten copies of 
our Code of Ethics fo r  Physical Therapists; and also under separa-ke 
cover we Kill send f ive copies of our pre'lbrinarg draft of component 
sections of a tlmandatory" physical therapy practice ac t l  

Should you have amy.questions regarding our l e g i s l a t i ~ e  p r o p z n  o.= 
our purposes, please l e t  us h o w l  

Sincerely yours, 

Dorothy E? V O S S ~  Consultant 
Chapter and MembershTp Depzrtmen-t 


