
TO: ConmXtee on EnvhnmwtaL W ~ M  

FRObf :. The Marryland W e  Boahd 06 Phyaicat T h q y  E- 

RE: House EZU 346 

The h y W  State B o d  06 P f y ~ k u t  Thmapy exam in^ kequehlt6 
Hoube E3.U 346. 

The ma j0h change 
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Fed& L e g A W o n  .in the  born ob Public .t&u 94-142 hab mandated m e  06 the  
handicapped ckied i n  & ~ e  pub& educa;tion ~ystem. S n c e  o t h a  Licensed and 
unlicensed pmon.4 have JW k u l t h i d n s  t reqWng that they m u b t  wai;t 6otr ke- 
~W bedotre autak . . .  

. . .  'ng evaeua;tian 06 t h e  ~ c h o o t  ckied Zherre LA no d&y on 
.thein p& i n  mctaaXng fmattnenk. On lthe otha hand, i n  Itkis educcl;tionaL 
~eM;ing,  phy~icat  thmp.L~&, who ahe among the  b u t  q d d i e d  .to d e d  & f ie 
p/rabLem 06 the  handicapped ckied, m u t  ctlai;t 604 m e d i d  ke6cvm-t wkich Ln 
home in6.tunces iA hpodhibXe .to ob;tain. The p M n  ;tnu;th i.6 that many &&hen 
do not have a { m i y  p h y ~ i h  and bchool~ do not have a dchooL dac;tok. The 
c u d  and ;the pa/ren;tb m e  denied the  heep 06 a qudXbied gmup 06 people and 
t h m e  A undain disc/umcnct;tca 

. . 
' n againbt the phghicul f i ehc rpd t  ah a p o v i d ~ ~  06 

h&L, catre. A U o n u . U y ,  t h m  ;i6 d i b a h i n a Z b n  in the  kihing ptiacticu a2 
Fedehae, W e  and W y  govmevut lev&. A t  ;the p h e s e n t  h e ,  due .to .the h- 
pact 06 the public .&w, &pedal edu&n t e a c h m  and o.tha educa;tion& and 
ha&% k&ed pmonnet me being R h t  &.to a &i.&.&&n whehe they aRe being 
heed accoun;tabLe 604 pmgm planning and . i m p t m M n  don deverrRy and pm- 
doundey handicapped c W e n  i n  duch ahw ah rnoltotr dev&pment doh whkh theih 
W v r g  has not ~ e p m e d  them. They ahe jus;ti6iMg neeuc*tan;t to addme a mte 
they dec2 .LA make appmp-y t h a t  06 a phydhzt -at. 

One upeat 06 h d t h  m e  in which phydicat .thaapd& Gh.tduUy oeaim e x p U e  
iA i n  .the ahem 06 ev-n and ;trLe&mevr;t 06 r n u ~ c r t e a ~ k ~ ~  d i b o d ~ ~ ~ .  A 
w e  p& 06 the  popuea;tion &ud6m8  c& one m e  otr anothm, dmrn pmbtem 06 
mtlbcuecut dibo/rdm otr tru~%L~%~nb 04 joint moltion. I t  LA h n p o h t a n t  thaA d y  
cme  be hmed and t h A  biee WOURCL &W .the conbumerr aCCe6b to p m o n a  qud-  
ib&d $0 heRp pettdom c w  M A i d  evacuations and ptrovide the  covlbwnett anolthen 
meand 06 c n t q  in to lthe fwd& cane dybltem. 

The g o a d  trequead 2ha.t ;the Conmitake on E n v h n m W  WUU a m a d  W e  43, 
Secrtion 6 14, exceu6bn d i m e ,  by ~~ fie whd6 l l ~ ~ ~ ~ Y I I I L e  thehap#' a 6 . t ~  
.the llnuhb&v. 



TESTIMONY BY HARRY M BRAFMANN 

I N  OPPOSITION TO HIB,  346 AS AMMENDED 

I, HARRY M, BRAFMANN, A LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST 119 MARYLAND FOR 
FIFTEEN YEARS AND DIRECTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY AT BALTIMORE COUNTY 
GENERAL HOSPITAL, WOULD L IKE TO SPEAK I N  OPPOSITION TO THE AMENDMENT 
TO HIB, 346 SECTION 609 A-6, 

I OPPOSE THE AMENDMENT AS PRESENTED FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS, I T  
GIVES PHYSICAL THERAPISTS THE AUTHORITY TO TREAT A PATIENT MITHOUT 
THE WRITTEN OT VERBAL CONSENT OF A PHYSICIANI THIS NECESSITATES A 
PHYSICAL THERAPIST MAKING A DIAGNOSIS I N  ORDER TO PROVIDE THE PROPER 
TREATMENT FOR THE PATIENT'S PROBLEM, PITIS ARE NEITHER TRAINED NOR 
EDUCATED I N  MAKING DIAGNOSES NOR ARE THEY PERMITTED BY THE MEDICAL 
PRACTICE ACT TO REQUEST ADDITIONAL DATA PERT1 NENT TO MAKING D IAGNOSES 
(LABORATORY TESTS, X-RAYS, BONE-SCANS, ETC 1 )  1 AS THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE BECOMES MORE COMPLEX AND SOPHISTICATED, THE PHYSIC IAN I S  THE 
ONLY INDIVIDUAL BECAUSE OF HIS TRAINING AND EDUCATION, WHO HAS THE 
SKILL TO INTERPRETE THE DATA AND THE PRIVILEGE TO REQUEST I T ,  

FURTHERMORE, MR CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE, THIS B I L L  
WOULD SUBSTANTIALLY INCREASE MY INCOME SINCE I WOUU) BE PERMITTED TO 
SEE PATIENTS WITHOUT A PHYSICIAN'S REFERRAL, HOWEVER, MY CONCERN FOR 
THE HEALTH CARE, SAFETY, AND WELFARE OF THE CITIZENS OF MARYlAND 
SUPERSEDES MY OWN ECONOMIC GAIN 1 

THEREFORE, MRl CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE, I SINCERELY RE- 
QUEST THAT YOU OPPOSE THIS AMENDMENTl 

RESPECTFULLY SUBM ITTEDj 
HARRY M 1 BRAFMANN, P, T 1 

DIRECTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY, BALTIMORE COUNTY GENERAL HOSPITAL 



Testimony Covering HB346 

February 16, 1979 

Diane Maslen, President Maryland Occupational Therapy Associat ion 

The Maryland Occupational Therapy Associat ion supports HB346 

i n  i ts  present language. 


