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Where There’s a Will, There’s a
Way to Plan for Your Estate

 Office of Philanthropy Staff  December 2, 2020  3 min read

he University of Maryland, Baltimore (UMB) hosted its second annual
Wills Week Conference on Oct. 23, 2020, attracting 300 members of the
University community including staff, alumni, donors, and students.

The conference, held virtually because of COVID-19 restrictions, featured four
estate planning professionals sharing information and answering questions on
general estate planning, wills and probate, life insurance, and planning for
Medicare, Medicaid, and long-term care.

“Many people share the same feelings I have around will planning and financial
preparations for the future,” says University of Maryland School of Nursing research
quality manager Casey Jackson, MS, CCRP. “It comes with a lot of legal jargon, it can
be confusing, and it can be expensive. The high-quality speakers were able to relay
information.”

Questions from the audience reflected the many different angles of estate planning.
James Lee of Metropolitan Wealth Advisors presented on the five core documents of
an estate plan: a will, a health care power of attorney, a durable financial power of
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attorney, a living will, and a Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
(HIPAA) release form.

John Kern of Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Services, a nonprofit that offers free legal
services for low-income Marylanders, presented on the importance of proper asset
titling and the subject of probate, which impacts how estates are planned and settled.

Judy Vereen of New York Life provided an overview of life insurance, describing the
different types and where to find it. And the conference closed with a session by
Cheryl Jones of PK Law on the often-overlooked importance of planning around the
extraordinary expenses that can come later in life.

UMB’s Office of Planned Giving organized the conference in conjunction with National
Estate Planning Awareness Week, created by a U.S. House of Representatives
resolution in 2008.

“Estate planning affects everyone and yet nobody gets paid to promote it,” said E.
John McKee, assistant vice president for planned giving and philanthropy. “Wills
Week offers the planned giving office a chance to put aside our normal duties for one
week to perform a public service that benefits everyone. Anyone who has completed
their estate planning gains peace and a sense of security that is worth the investment
of time.”

The Office of Planned Giving has made the conference presentations and general
information on estate planning available at this webpage. The next Wills Week
Conference will take place Oct. 22, 2021, during National Estate Planning Awareness
Week. 

Planning Ahead

The Office of Planned Giving facilitates philanthropy to UMB for donors, development
colleagues, and the University community at-large through advantageous giving
options. The office can assist donors who are considering gifts to any school,
program, designation, or fund at UMB or one of its seven schools via real estate,
annuities, investment assets, charitable trusts, and more.

Learn more at umaryland.edu/umbf/planned-giving/.

Spread the love
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School of Nursing Exceeds Its $36
Million Catalyst Campaign Goal

 Laurette Hankins  December 2, 2020  3 min read

want to formally and proudly thank and congratulate the University of
Maryland School of Nursing’s (UMSON) Office of Development and Alumni
Relations team for its pivotal role in a great achievement — something

that traditionally only occurs every seven to 10 years in the life of an institution.
As of Oct. 20, 2020, UMSON had exceeded its $36 million Catalyst Campaign
fundraising goal, becoming the first University of Maryland, Baltimore (UMB)
school to reach this important milestone.

We are keenly aware that many factors contributed to this success. The visionary
leadership of Dean Jane M. Kirschling, PhD, RN, FAAN, and the tremendous,
steadfast efforts of UMSON faculty and staff were instrumental in ensuring this
triumph. We appreciate our good colleagues at UMB’s Office of Philanthropy for their
help over the years. And, of course, we would have not reached this goal without the
extraordinary spirit of philanthropy so tangibly displayed by our wonderful donors. We
salute them with the deepest gratitude and respect!
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“I am truly grateful for the extraordinary
commitment of everyone who helped us reach
our $36 million Catalyst Campaign goal. This

exceptional level of philanthropic support
provides a vote of confidence in our nursing

program and will help reduce the financial costs
of an undergraduate or graduate nursing
degree. On behalf of our more than 2,000

nursing students and countless future students,

Jane M. Kirschling
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In the development field, some professionals never experience being present from
the start to the successful completion of a capital campaign, and I am so grateful that
Stacey Conrad, Cynthia Sikorski, and Lorrie Voytek have been with me in
Development and Alumni Relations for at least 95 percent of this campaign. Day in
and day out for seven years, their professionalism, dedication, collaboration,
determination to do their very best, and commitment to helping one another and
showing the school in the best possible light made this special moment possible. 

I could not be more proud or more grateful, and I can honestly say that the greatest
honor of my 30-plus-year career in development has been to lead such an incredible
team and work daily with these amazing women on this important cause.

And what a joy it has been for all of us to read the letters of our inspirational students,
expressing heartfelt thanks and sharing how their lives have been dramatically
changed for the better because of the scholarships they received. We feel honored to
have served as a catalyst for these wonderful nursing students.While we have no
intention of resting on this laurel, it is important to recognize and celebrate it!

Spread the love

my heartfelt appreciation to each and every one
of our donors for making this possible.”

—  Jane Kirschling, PhD, RN, FAAN,

dean and professor, School of Nursing

Laurette Hankins

Laurette Hankins is the associate dean for development and alumni
relations at the University of Maryland School of Nursing.
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Marco and Debbie Chacón
Honored as 2020 Distinguished
Service Award Recipients

 Kate Ostrowski  December 2, 2020  3 min read

he Distinguished Service Award is granted annually at the University of
Maryland, Baltimore (UMB) Founders Week Gala to recognize the
outstanding achievements of a volunteer — or team of volunteers —

who has substantially contributed to enhancing and sustaining UMB’s mission.

At the 2020 Gala, held virtually for the first time, Marco and Debbie Chacón, founders
of the Alicia & Yaya Foundation, were awarded this honor from the UMB Foundation
(UMBF). The Chacóns have been valued members of the UMB community for many
years, generously supporting entrepreneurial, philanthropic, and educational
initiatives. Most recently, the Alicia & Yaya Foundation has provided generous and

Marco and Debbie Chacón
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timely support for initiatives focused on science, education, children, and the less
fortunate.

In 2009, the Chacóns moved the company they founded, Paragon, to the University
of Maryland BioPark, and it quickly grew to become the largest company there,
employing hundreds and collaborating extensively with UMB. In 2014, Marco Chacón
joined UMBF as a trustee and has been a consistent source of advice and counsel as
well as an advocate, leader, and trusted mentor regarding the strategic direction of
the interdisciplinary Graduate School.

The Alicia & Yaya Foundation has always prioritized supporting those when they need
it most. In 2019, the foundation established the Alicia & Yaya Global Fellowship
Program to enhance global learning experiences, support innovation in global health,
and foster relations between UMB and institutions in Costa Rica.

At the outset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the foundation supported the Graduate
School Student Emergency Fund to help students alleviate unexpected financial
difficulties brought on by the crisis. The foundation also provided support to sustain
operations and complete the final phase of construction of UMB’s new Community
Engagement Center. Finally, it pledged support to a new cohort of UMB CURE
Scholars as they receive innovative science, technology, engineering, and math
(STEM) programming and academic support from sixth grade to high school
graduation and beyond.

“We sincerely believe in the mission of UMB, which is to improve the human condition
and serve the public good,” Marco Chacón said. “It is gratifying to know our
philanthropic support of the University will help others in different and meaningful
ways. Our hope is that the work of the Alicia & Yaya Foundation will inspire others to
give to UMB as well — be it gifts of time, talent, or treasure.”

UMBF recognizes the Chacóns and their dedication to UMB, our students, our
community, and innovations in global health and education.

Spread the love

Kate Ostrowski

Kate Ostrowski, MPP, is the associate director, foundation operations
and compliance, and board relations, in the Office of Philanthropy at
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Introducing UMB’s Academy of
Lifelong Learning

 Nick Kouwenhoven  December 2, 2020  2 min read

“Wisdom is not a product of schooling but of the lifelong
attempt to acquire it.”

he quote made famous by Albert Einstein reflects the beliefs behind
the University of Maryland, Baltimore’s (UMB) new Academy of
Lifelong Learning (ALL). ALL’s mission is to create and present health

and human services academic content to inspire, engage, and educate learners
from middle school through retirement. It is built to engage UMB alumni and
the broader community in an online forum where more than two dozen UMB
subject matter experts answer questions submitted by the general public.

The Academy of Lifelong Learning was launched in May 2020.
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ALL launched in May 2020 with its COVID-19 Response Forum, inviting people to ask
questions through an online form and view answers from UMB experts on
coronavirus-related topics including infectious disease, virology, wellness, nutrition,
stress management, public health, and the care of children and seniors. We invite you
to ask any questions you might have as we navigate the pandemic.

ALL is based within the University’s Graduate School, bringing together experts and
knowledge from across all UMB schools and institutes. In the near future, ALL will
develop new forums, each focused on a topic of great interest to the UMB community,
such as parenting and social justice.

ALL invites your input and ideas on how to make this a valuable resource for you
and your families now and in the future.

Learn how you can support ALL.

Spread the love
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Marco and Debbie Chacón
Honored as 2020 Distinguished
Service Award Recipients
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Nick Kouwenhoven

Nick Kouwenhoven is the executive director of the Academy of Lifelong
Learning at the University of Maryland, Baltimore.
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