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St. John’s College 
Annapolis Md. 

President’s Room 
14 January, 1909 

 
 
 
 

To the Members of the Academic Council. 
 
 Dear Sirs: - 
 
   The Present Meeting has been called, not because there is any special 
business before us to consider, but to keep alive a feeling of interest in the work of the University as 
a whole. 
  The function of the Council is to arrange the courses of study leading to degrees, to 
recommend other colleges and institutions for participation in the privileges of the University, not to 
consider such other matters as may be committed to it. 
  Until a closer correlation of our forces is established and made effective under the 
direction of an active leader and a central government, there is not much that can be done by us in 
the interests of the University. 
  We do, however, bear the title of an advisory body for the University, and it is, I think, 
within our province to consider those movements which may tend to the up-building of a University 
spirit. 
  The Academic Day feature originated with this council, and was approved by the 
Board of Regents.  The general impression is that its effects were good, and that it should be 
continued. 
  At one of our recent meetings I introduced the subject of bringing about a closer 
recognition of the University by the State,  
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   2 
St. John’s College 
 Annapolis Md. 
Presidents Room 
 
and I submitted a suggestion for a charter, which would not injure our existing charters, and yet 
might promote the plan referred to. The Council approved, but nothing has resulted, from the Board 
of Regents. 
  The Endowment Fund is a matter of prime interest to the University and is worthy of 
our co-operative attention. 
  The question of admitting other schools or colleges into affiliation is one deserving 
our consideration.  Recently reference has been made in the newspapers to the possibility of 
receiving the Baltimore Medical School and the College of Physicinas and Surgeons into alliance. 
Although the details may properly belong to the Medical Department, yet the general policy for such 
a movement comes within our purview.   
  The general subject of the standard to be maintained by our several departments is 
worthy of our consideration. 
  Reports as to number of students in attendance, relative rates of tuition charged, 
issuance of catalogues, cost of diplomas, characted of commencement exercises, athletic 
interests, alumni meetings, should, I think, be subjects that might be brought before our notice for 
discussion. 
  The affiliation has now continued for rather more than two years, nearly one half of 
the time mentioned in the contract. 
  Evidences of good results can be seen on all sides, but the alliance as at present 
consummated, has not yet given form to a university such as was contemplated by St. John’s 
College when the contract was entered into. 
       Very kindly yours, 
        Thomas Fell 
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Faculty Room, University of Maryland 

Baltimore. February 13, 1907 
 

The University Council as established by the Articles of Agreement between the Regents of the 
University of Maryland and the Board of Visitors and Governors of St. John’s College, adopted 
February 13, 1907, met this day for organization and the transaction of business with Vice 
Chancellor Fell in the chair. Present: the Vice Chancellor, Profs. R. Winslow and R. Dorsey Coale 
representing the Faculty of Physic of the University of Maryland; Prof. John P. Poe, representing the 
Faculty of Law; Prof. F.J.S. Gorgas, representing the Dental Department; and Prof. Charles Caspari 
Jr. representing the Department of Pharmacy, and Profs. Cecil and Stryker representing the Faculty 
of St. Johns College.  
Prof. Winslow moved:  That Prof. R.D. Coale act as Secretary of the Council  Carried 
Prof. Poe Moved:  That two sub-committees of the Council be appointed; one of which 
committees shall devise and report to the Council a system or course of instruction for students 
desiring to obtain both a degree in Arts & Sciences and a degree in Medicine, the other committee 
to devise and report a system or course of instruction for students desiring to obtain both a degree 
in Arts & Science and a degree in Law. 
 Carried 
The Vice Chancellor appointed Profs Coale and Cecil as the committee to report a course in Arts & 
Science and in Medicine, and Profs. Poe and Stryker as the committee to report a course in Arts & 
Science and in Law. 
The Council then adjourned 

R. Dorsey Coale 
Secretary 
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Faculty Room, University of Maryland  
Baltimore March 21, 1907 

 
At a Meeting of the University Council held this day there were present the Vice Chancellor and 
Profs. Stryker, Coale, Winslow, Poe, Brantly, Caspari, and Gorgas 
The Minutes of the preceding meeting was read and approved 
The Sub-Committees appointed at the last meeting to formulate a system or course of study for 
students desiring to obtain degrees in both Arts & Science and in Medicine submitted a report 
which was discussed by the Council. 
Upon motion of Prof. Stryker the report of the Sub-Committee was adopted to read as follows:  
Students who have completed the Junior year at St. John’s College, and who have made an 
approved choice of elective including Chemistry, Biology and Physics, may, if they desire it, do the 
entire work of the Senior year at the Medical School of the University. If they successfully complete 
the work of the first medical year, they are graduated with their class with the degree of B.A. from St. 
Johns College 
Thus a man may complete the undergraduate and medical course in seven years. 
During three of these years he is a resident student in St. John’s College, and for four years he is a 
resident in the Medical Department.  At the end of the fourth year he will receive the A.B. degree 
and, at the end of seven years the M.D. degree 
Such students will continue their registration for the Senior year in College and a certificate from 
the Medical Faculty that the equivalent of a full year work has been satisfactorily accomplished will 
be accepted in the College as completing the full course required for the Bachelor’s degree.  
Credit from the Medical School can not be accepted in subjects for which credit has already been 
given in St. John’s College. 
It is further agreed that the tuition fee paid for their first medical year, by students pursuing this 
continued course, be equally divided between the School of Medicine and St. John’s College 
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The Sub-Committee appointed at the last meeting to devise and report a system or course of 
instruction for students desiring to obtain degrees both in Arts & Science and in Law, submitted 
their report which was discussed by the Council. 
Upon motion of Prof. Poe the report of the Sub Committee was adopted to read as follows: 
Seniors in St. John’s College shall be required to do the five hours required work as specified in the 
College Catalogue for the Senior Class, and may elect twelve of the requisite hours a week in the 
Law School of the University of Maryland. The collegiate degree will then be conferred upon 
such students at the end of the year when the work is completed. 
The satisfactory completion of the first year of the Law School course, as certified by the Faculty of 
that school will be deemed sufficient to make good the remaining hours of the prescribed Senior 
course required for the collegiate degree.  
The degree of L.L.B. may be reached in two years more, by attendance upon the regular course of 
the Law School in Baltimore.  
Students so electing must continue their formal registration in the College though doing part of 
their work in the Law School, and be required to pay the Law School fees while pursuing studies in 
that school. 
The Council then adjourned 

R. Dorsey Coale 
Secretary 
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Faculty Room University of Maryland 
Baltimore October 31, 1907 

At a meeting of the University Council held this day there were present the Vice Chancellor and 
Professors Stryker, Poe, Winslow, Gorgas, Caspari and Coale. 
The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and approved 
Prof. Poe moved:  That a Sub Committee of Conference with the Legislature be appointed, said 
Committee to consist of the Vice Chancellor and two additional members of the Council. Carried 
The Vice Chancellor appointed Profs. Poe and Winslow as the additional members of the 
Committee 
The matter of having the Vice Chancellor represent the University as a whole in the coming meeting 
of the Association of Universities, Colleges and Schools of the Middle States and Maryland was 
discussed by the Council, and it was decided to make such recommendation to the Board of 
Regents of the University. 
The Council then adjourned 

R. Dorsey Coale 
Secretary 
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Faculty Room, University of Maryland 

Baltimore, January 23, 1908 
At a meeting of the University Council, held this day there were present the Vice Chancellor and 
Professors Cecil, Stryker, Winslow, Poe, Gorgas and Coale 
The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and approved 
The Vice Chancellor made a report to the Council concerning the proceedings of the meeting of the 
Association of Universities, Colleges and Schools of the Middle States and Maryland, which he 
attended as Representation of the University of Maryland 
Prof Coale moved:  That the Council recommend to the Regents of the University that a joint 
Commencement of all Departments of the University be held upon Monday, June 1, 1908 Carried 
Prof. Winslow moved:  That the Governor of the State be notified of his ex-officio position as 
Chancellor of the University Council  Carried 
Prof. Poe moved:  That the Council recommend to the Board of Regents of the University that 
the proposal of Prof. Hemmeter for an annual “Academic Day” be carried out, and that they arrange 
a day for the same in the spring of 1908, and annually thereafter in the fall Carried 
The Vice Chancellor presented an outline sketch of a charter for a proposed “University of 
Maryland”  
Prof. Poe Moved: That the sketch of a proposed charter presented by the Vice Chancellor be 
referred to the Board of Regents of the University of  Carried 
The Council then adjourned 

R. Dorsey Coale 
Secretary 
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Faculty Room University of Maryland 
Baltimore January 15, 1909 

At a meeting of the University Council, held this day there were present the Vice Chancellor and 
Professor Stryker, Cecil, Winslow, Poe, Caspari and Coale 
The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and approved 
The Vice Chancellor presented a written communication relative to the duties of the Council and 
certain recommendations for consideration 
Professor Winslow moved: That the Council express to the Board of Regents their appreciation 
of the features of “Academic Day” with the hope that it will be continued in the future Carried 
Professor Winslow moved:  That the Council recommend to the Board of Regents the taking of 
proper action with a view to securing a portion of the Peabody fund and General Education fund, 
and in assisting St. John’s College to raise the balance of money necessary to secure the Carnegie 
donation Carried 
The Council then adjourned 

R. Dorsey Coale 
Secretary 
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