
Saint Apollonia Artwork Collection 

Dates Created: 1493-2005 and undated 

Bulk Dates: undated 

Extent: .834 linear feet or two clamshell boxes, two items in the Dental/Pharmacy Library Oversized 
Drawer (Drawer #5)  

Creators: Dental-Pharmacy Library, University of Maryland, Baltimore; University of Maryland, 
Baltimore. Health Sciences and Human Services Library 

Subjects: Dentistry in art; Art; Apollonia, Saint, -249—Art 

Abstract:  

The Saint Apollonia Artwork Collection was curated by librarians in the Dental and Pharmacy Library and 
then by Librarians in the Health Sciences and Human Services Library when campus libraries were 
merged in the 1960s. The collection contains engravings, prayer cards, wood cuts, as well as 
photographs and reproductions depicting Saint Apollonia and her martyrdom in 249 AD. It also includes 
information about the collection including articles about Saint Apollonia and a survey conducted in 
1962 about Saint Apollonia artwork. Saint Apollonia is the patron saint of dentists and those suffering 
from toothaches.  

Biographical History: 

Saint Apollonia is the patron saint of dentists and people suffering from toothache or dental diseases. 
Apollonia of Alexandria lived in the Roman Empire during the reign of Emperor Philip the Arab (second 
century). A prophet in the empire, prophesied major misfortunes caused by its Christian citizens. The 
prophesy resulted in panic and prosecution of Roman Christians who refused to denounce God in favor 
of the Roman Gods.  

Apollonia was Christian. Sometime around 249 AD, men came into her town to round up all the 
Christians; they captured her and demanded she renounce Christianity for Roman Gods. When she 
refused, the group tortured her by removing her teeth and threatened to burn her alive if she continued 
to follow Christianity. Legend has it, Apollonia threw herself into the fire where she burned to death 
becoming a martyr for Christianity.  

The Catholic Church canonized Apollonia as a Saint around 300 AD. Today Roman Catholic and Eastern 
Orthodox Churches both celebrate the feast of Saint Apollonia on February 9.  

Scope and Content:  
2 boxes, 77 folders; Dental-Pharmacy Art Collection Oversized Drawer (5), 1 oversized folder & 1 
framed image 

This collection is divided into two (2) series: 1) Saint Apollonia Artwork (1493-1939, and undated) and 
2) Collection Information (1919-2005, and undated).  



Series 1 – Saint Apollonia Artwork, 1493-1939 and undated 
Boxes 1-2, Folders 1-73, Dental-Pharmacy Art Collection Oversized Drawer (5), 1 oversized folder & 1 
framed image 

The bulk of this collection falls in series 1. This series contains artwork of various types depicting Saint 
Apollonia and her martyrdom organized by accession numbers assigned by the librarians of the 
Pharmacy-Dental Library; there is also artwork without accession numbers. Artwork is stored in 2 boxes 
and oversized artwork is in an oversized drawer (number 5, Dental-Pharmacy Art Collection Oversized 
Drawer). The artwork is dated from 1493 to 1939 but a majority of it is undated.  

See the container list at the end of the finding aid for a list of the artwork in Series 1. 

Series 2 – Collection Information, 1919-2005 and undated 
Box 2, Folders 74-77 

Series 2, collection information, contains a survey of Saint Apollonia artwork completed by librarian, Ida 
Marian Robinson, about dental libraries collections of artwork dealing with the saint. It also includes 
provenance information about the collection, as well as articles and pamphlets relating to the legend 
and history of Saint Apollonia, and finally a collection of invitations to communion masses honoring 
Saint Apollonia at Basilica of the Assumption in Baltimore.  

Series 2 Contents Listing: 

Folder # Contents 
74 Survey Letter & Responses, January – March 1962 
75 Bookseller offers from H.P. Kraus and Henry Shuman 
76 Communion Mass at Basilica of the Assumption, Baltimore Invitations & Information 
77 Articles and Pamphlets about Saint Apollonia, 1919-2005 

1. Diskus Christmas/New Year’s pamphlet, Dec. 1945
2. “Saint Apollonia Patroness of Dentistry” by Milton B. Asbell
3. “St. Apollonia---The Patron Saint of Dentistry” by Henry A. Kelley, reprint from

The Journal of the National Dental Association, Vol. VI, No. 5, May 1919
4. “St. Apollonia: The Patron Saint of Dentistry” by Ryan Donnelly, from Journal

of the History of Dentistry, Vol. 53, No. 3, November 2005
5. Pamphlet of “Pictorial Exhibit from the Collection of the Baltimore College of

Dental Surgery Dental School. University of Maryland” Saint Apollonia Patron
Saint of Dentistry by Gardner P.H. Foley (6 copies)

Arrangement:  
Series 1: Most pieces have an accession number from the Dental-Pharmacy Library Accession Book, 
dated 1942-1965. Accession numbers include an alphabetical indication of one of the following: A, which 
corresponds to originals, and R, which corresponds to photographs or other reproductions. The items 
are separated by size with smaller items being in boxes and larger items being in the Dental-Pharmacy 
Art Collection Drawer (oversized drawer 5). Items are arranged with those with an accession number 
beginning with A first, followed by R; items that do not have an accession number are last.  



Series 2: Thematic 

Access Restrictions: Collection is open for research. When possible, researchers should use the 
digitized versions of the artwork found in the Saint Apollonia Artworks Collection in the HSHSL’s Digital 
Archive.  
 
Language:  English, German, French, Italian, Dutch 
 
Custodial History:  
This collection was curated first by the librarians of the Dental-Pharmacy Library at the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore and then by the librarians of the Health Sciences and Human Services Library when 
campus libraries were combined in the 1960s. The accession book begins in 1942 and includes items 
received before that year up to 1965. It is unclear when the Saint Apollonia Collection was separated out 
from the Dental-Pharmacy Library Art Collection but it is now a standalone collection and was processed 
that way. 

Acquisition: The Saint Apollonia Collection was established through the purchase of individual items 
from booksellers as well as through donations. The container list includes the provenance, when known, 
for each piece. Notable parts of the collection came in 1957 when 18 items were purchased from F&G 
(Freddie & George) Staack Antiquarian Booksellers of Camden, Maine as well as 13 pieces collected by 
Rudulf Wien in Europe and sold by [Henry] Schuman’s Dealers & Publishers of Books of New York City in 
1945.  
 
Sources Used:  
 
“Saint Apollonia.” (1950). The Mirror. http://hdl.handle.net/10713/394. 
 
“Saint Apollonia.” (1958). The Mirror. http://hdl.handle.net/10713/402.  
 

Related Collections and Materials:  
The Dentistry Illustrations Digital Collection, HSHSL Digital Archive, 
https://maryland.dspace7.openrepository.com/handle/10713/5859  

The Saint Apollonia Artworks Digital Collection, HSHSL Digital Archive, 
https://maryland.dspace7.openrepository.com/handle/10713/5881  

Dental-Pharmacy Art Collection, HSHSL Historical Collections, 
https://archive.hshsl.umaryland.edu/handle/10713/24143 

Arrigo Piperno Dental Artwork Collection, HSHSL Historical Collections, 
https://archive.hshsl.umaryland.edu/handle/10713/24140  

Adalbert J. Volck Etchings, HSHSL Historical Collections, 
https://archive.hshsl.umaryland.edu/handle/10713/24036 

Processing Information:  
 

https://maryland.dspace7.openrepository.com/handle/10713/5881
https://archive.hshsl.umaryland.edu/home
https://archive.hshsl.umaryland.edu/home
http://hdl.handle.net/10713/394
http://hdl.handle.net/10713/402
https://maryland.dspace7.openrepository.com/handle/10713/5859
https://maryland.dspace7.openrepository.com/handle/10713/5881
https://archive.hshsl.umaryland.edu/handle/10713/24143
https://archive.hshsl.umaryland.edu/handle/10713/24140
https://archive.hshsl.umaryland.edu/handle/10713/24036


The Saint Apollonia Artwork Collection was processed by Tara Wink, Historical Collections Librarian and 
Archivist in 2025. The decision to keep the Saint Apollonia Artwork Collection separate from the larger 
Dental-Pharmacy Library Artwork Collection at that time instead of reintegrating and reshelving the 
items into the other collection. It has also been digitized as a standalone collection.  



Folder # Title Artist Date Provenance Type Notes
Box 1

1 A22 S. Apollonia Galle, Cornelis, 1576-1650 Engraving
2 A23 S. Apollonia Galle, Cornelis, 1576-1650 Engraving Reverse of image A26 in folder 5

3 A24 S. Apollonia Wael, Jan Baptist de Engraving
Hand-colored; Ioannes de Wael, latinized 
version of Jan Baptist de Wael

4 A25 S. Apollonia Fruytiers, Lodewyk Joseph, 1713-1782 ca. 1750 Engraving Hand-colored on vellum
5 A26 Galle, Cornelis, 1576-1650 Engraving Reverse of image A23 in folder 2

6 A27 S. Apollonia Engraving

Was framed with 3 other pieces (R45, 
Folder 33 & R48, Folder 36), frame 
removed; engraving has cut outs overlaid 
on gold and green foil. 

7 A28 S. Apollonia Engraving

8 A30 S. Aplonia Huber, Johann Joseph Engraving
Hand-colored. Signed J. Huberti, Latinized 
version of Johann Joseph Huber 

9 A31 S. Aplonia Engraving Hand-colored.

10 A32 Stae. Apollonie, Virg. & Mart. 9 Febr.
Prayer Card, 
Engraving

Title translates to: Saint Apollonia, Virgin 
& Martyr, February 9. Engraving from a 
French breviary, a book with prayers to be 
cited at set times. 

11 A33 S. Apollonia
Prayer Card, 
Engraving

Another copy in Folder 28, numbered 
A111; this folder contains two numbered 
as A33, one is hand-colored and one black 
and white. Dutch or Flemish prayer card 
with engraving of St. Apollonia. Was 
framed, frame removed. 

12 A34
S. Appollonia, S. Agnes, S. Lucia, S. Agatha,
S. Barbara, S. Catharina Moerman, Adr. Engraving

Compilation of six miniature hand-colored 
engravings, including images of Saints 
Apollonia, Agnes, Lucy, Agatha, Barbara, 
and Catherine

13 A95
Purchased 03/07/1955 from Emil 
Offenbacher, bookseller Painting

Minature oil painting, possibly Flemish, 
possibly 15th century. Probably from a 
prayer book or book of hours.

14 A97 S. Apollonia Huberti, Franciscus 1687
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers, 1958 Engraving Hand-colored engraving

15 A98 Appolonia 1493
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers, 1958 Woodcut

Woodcut labeled as from the Nuremberg 
Chronicle

16 A99 S. Appollonia Barbé, Jean Baptiste, 1578-1649 1640
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers, 1958 Engraving Hand-colored engraving

17 A100 S Appolonia Verbruggen, Susanna 1750
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers, 1958 Engraving

Appears cut from a prayer book or prayer 
card, on reverse is prayer to St. Apollonia 
in Dutch or German

18 A101 S. Appolonia De Man, Jacobus, approximately 1643-1719 1719
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers, 1958 Engraving Hand-colored engraving

Saint Apollonia Artwork Collection Content List:



19 A102 S. Aplonia
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers, 1958 Engraving Hand-colored engraving

20 A103 S Apollonia
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers, 1958 Woodcut Hand-colored

21 A104 S: Apolonia: VM Kempter, J.C. 1739
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers, 1958 Engraving

Inscribed J.C. Kempter of Augsburg, 
Germany. V.M. in title probably refers to 
Virgin Martyr

22 A105 S. Apollonia Bunel, G
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers, 1958 Engraving Hand-colored

23 A106 S. Apollonia. V.M. ca. 1730
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers, 1958 Engraving

V.M. in the title probably refers to Virgin 
Martyr

24 A107 S. Apollonia V.M. Busch, Johann, approximately 1725-1795
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers, 1958 Engraving

Hand-colored. I. Busch A.V. inscribed in 
lower right. A.V. means Augusta 
Vindelicorum Latinized version of 
Augsburg, Germany. V.M. in the title 
probably refers to Virgin Martyr.

25 A108 S. Apollonia De Boudt, Cornelis, 1660-1735
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers, 1958 Engraving

26 A109 S. Appoline Vierge et Martyre
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers, 1958 Engraving

Title translates to: Saint Apollonia, Virgin 
and Martyr. 

27 A110 S. Aplonia
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers, 1958 Engraving

Attributed to De Boudt, Cornelis, 1660-
1735 but unsigned. Hand-colored 
engraving.

28 A111 S. Apollonia
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers, 1958

Prayer Card, 
Engraving

A111 is copy of A33, see folder 11. There 
are 3 total copies of this prayer card; two 
labeled as A33 one colored one black and 
white. Dutch or Flemish prayer.

29 R40 Saint Apollonia photograph

Photograph of a painting by Piero Della 
Francesca of St. Apollonia. Courtesy of 
the National Gallery of Art, Washington 
DC. Samuel H. Kress Collection. 

30 R41 Saint Apollonia 1939 photograph

Photograph of a painting by Sassetta of St. 
Apollonia. Courtesy of the National 
Gallery of Art, Washington D.C. Samuel H. 
Kress Collection.

31 R42 Madonna and Child Enthroned photograph

Photograph of a painting by Neri Di Bicci 
of Madonna Enthroned with St. 
Bernardino, St. John the Baptist, St. 
Bernard and St. Apollonia. Courtesy of the 
Walters Art Gallery, Baltimore. 

32 R44
The Martyrdom of Saint Apollonia based upon 
a miniature in the Book of Hours

Fouquet, Jean, approximately 1420-
approximately 1480 Gift of Mrs. Robinson Reproduction

Reproduction of miniature by Jean 
Fouquet from Estienne Chevalier's Book 
of Hours.



33 R45 S Apollonia

Purchased from Schuman’s Dealers & 
Publishers of Books of New York, NY, 
part of collection by Rudolph Wein of 
Vienna, Austria.

Was framed with 3 other pieces (A27, 
Folder 6 & R48, Folder 36), frame 
removed; has cut outs overlaid on gold 
foil. 

34 R46 S. Apolina

Purchased from Schuman’s Dealers & 
Publishers of Books of New York, NY, 
part of collection by Rudolph Wein of 
Vienna, Austria. Engraving

35 R47 S. Apolonia

Purchased from Schuman’s Dealers & 
Publishers of Books of New York, NY, 
part of collection by Rudolph Wein of 
Vienna, Austria. Engraving

Title of similar image: Martyrdom/Torture 
of Saint Apollonia. Number 35 in lower 
lefthand corner. 

36 R48 S Apollonia

Purchased from Schuman’s Dealers & 
Publishers of Books of New York, NY, 
part of collection by Rudolph Wein of 
Vienna, Austria.

Was framed with 3 other pieces (A27, 
Folder 6 & R45, Folder 33), frame 
removed; has cut outs overlaid on gold 
foil. 

37 R49 S Apolonia. V.

Purchased from Schuman’s Dealers & 
Publishers of Books of New York, NY, 
part of collection by Rudolph Wein of 
Vienna, Austria. minature Colored minature on vellum. 

38 R50 S Apollonia Busch, Johann, approximately 1725-1795

Purchased from Schuman’s Dealers & 
Publishers of Books of New York, NY, 
part of collection by Rudolph Wein of 
Vienna, Austria. Engraving

2 copies of the same hand-colored 
engraving

39 R51 S. Apollonia

Purchased from Schuman’s Dealers & 
Publishers of Books of New York, NY, 
part of collection by Rudolph Wein of 
Vienna, Austria. was framed; frame removed

40 R53 Sancta Apollonia

Purchased from Schuman’s Dealers & 
Publishers of Books of New York, NY, 
part of collection by Rudolph Wein of 
Vienna, Austria.

Prayer Card, 
Engraving was framed; frame removed

Box 2

41 R55 S. Apollonia Virgo, et Martyr

Purchased from Schuman’s Dealers & 
Publishers of Books of New York, NY, 
part of collection by Rudolph Wein of 
Vienna, Austria.

Prayer Card, 
Engraving

Framed; title translates to Saint Apollonia, 
Virgin and Martyr; prayer card 



42 R57 Sanct. Appolonia

Purchased from Schuman’s Dealers & 
Publishers of Books of New York, NY, 
part of collection by Rudolph Wein of 
Vienna, Austria. Ink was framed; frame removed

43 R72

Clipping from publication of St. 
Apollonia portrait in Dr. Fergarth's 
collection clipping

Reproduction of early 16th century 
portrait; clipping from publicaton Dental 
Radiography and Photography.

44 R73
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers

Bookplates, 
Engraving

Set of three bookplates with St. Apollonia 
motif, two of three were Hermann Prinz's 
bookplate, the third British Dental 
Association, includes obituary of 
Hermann Prinz

45 R74 The Martyrdom of St. Apollonia Neri di Bicci, 1419-1491
purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers photograph

Photograph of a painting in the Samuel H. 
Kress Collection, Benton Museum of Art, 
Pomona College

46 S. Apolonia Busch, Johann, approximately 1725-1795 Engraving

Hand colored. Inscription of I. Busch A.V.; 
no provenance information or accession 
number 

47 S. Apolonia V. et M. Busch, Johann, approximately 1725-1795 Engraving

Hand colored. Title translates to St. 
Apolonia Virgin and Martyr. Inscription of 
I. Busch A.V.; no provenance information 
or accession number 

48 S. Apolonia Huberti, F. [Frans] Engraving

Insription of F. Huberti, which is believed 
to be Franz Huberti, a Flemish artist, no 
provenance information or accession 
number 

49 S. Apolonia Huberti, V. [Vidua] Engraving

Hand colored. Inscription of V. Huberti, 
which is believed to be Vidua Huberti who 
was also known as Gaspar Huybrechts; 
no provenance information or accession 
number

50 S. Appolonia Huberti, V.G. [Vidua] c. 1700 Engraving

Hand colored. Inscription of V. G. Huberti, 
which is believed to be Vidua Huberti who 
was also known as Gaspar Huybrechts; 
no provenance information; accession 
number written on frame says A23 but 
that is associated with a different image

51 S. Apolonia, V.M. Frehling, [Johann Georg] c. 1790 Engraving

Hand colored. Inscription of Augsburg bei 
Frehling, which is believed to be Johann 
Georg Frehling. Pencil notes say 
purchased in 1958, No. 5; no provenance 
information or accession number



52 Luini, Bernardino, 1475?-1533? Photograph

Photograph of portrait in the Sanctuary of 
the Holy Virgin, Saronno, Italy from 
publication by Henry A. Kelley in The 
Journal of the National Dental 
Association, "St. Apollonia---The Patron 
Saint of Dentistry"; no provenance 
information or accession number

53 Luini, Bernardino, 1475?-1533? Photograph

Photograph of portrait in the Church of 
San Maurizio, Milan from publication by 
Henry A. Kelley in The Journal of the 
National Dental Association, "St. 
Apollonia---The Patron Saint of Dentistry"; 
no provenance information or accession 
number

54 Luini, Bernardino, 1475?-1533? Photograph

Photograph of portrait in the Church of 
San Maurizio, Milan from publication by 
Henry A. Kelley in The Journal of the 
National Dental Association, "St. 
Apollonia---The Patron Saint of Dentistry"; 
no provenance information or accession 
number

55 Luini, Bernardino, 1475?-1533? Photograph

Photograph of portrait in the Church of 
San Maurizio, Milan from publication by 
Henry A. Kelley in The Journal of the 
National Dental Association, "St. 
Apollonia---The Patron Saint of Dentistry"; 
no provenance information or accession 
number

56 Birkhart, Anton, 1677-1748 Engraving

German Prayer Card, 18th century, with 
inscription of artist M. Steudl [Steidl, 
Melchior, 1657-1727] and Anto Birkhart, 
Scupsit [Anton Birkhart, engraver]; no 
provenance information or accession 
number 

57 S. Aplonia De Boudt, Cornelis, 1660-1735 Engraving

Inscribed Cornelius de B. c. 18th Century, 
pencil notes No. 2 and RXX, no 
provenance information or accession 
number

58 S. Appolonia De Boudt, Cornelis, 1660-1735 Engraving

Inscribed Cornelius de Boudt. Pencil 
notes No. 3 and RXX, no provenance 
information or accession number 

59 S Apolona Woodcut
No provenance information or accession 
number



60
S. Apollonia, Ist an einen Zahn diesser S. 
Martyr angeruhrst Engraving

German prayer card; Title translates to St. 
Apollonia, has a tooth of this martyr been 
touched; no provenance information or 
accession number

61 S. Apolonia Gleich, Jos., (Joseph) Engraving

Inscribed Jos. Gleich. Exec. A.V.; no 
provenance information or accession 
number 

62 Saints Ursula and Apollonia of Alexandria photograph

Notecard/postcard of a photograph of an 
embroidered textile of Saints Ursula and 
Apollonia, c. 15th Century, in Worcester 
Art Museum; 2 copies; 1 gift of Prof. 
Gardner P.H. Foley, 1964

63 S. Apollonia Will, Johann Martin Engraving

Inscribed Ioh. Martin Will excudit Aug. 
Vind., which translates to Johann Martin 
Will engraver, Augsburg, Germany; no 
provenance information or accession 
number 

64 S. Apollonia Engraving

Hand colored. C. 8th Century; German; no 
provenance information or accession 
number

65 Sancta Apoloni V. et M. gouache

Early dressed gouache on vellum; 17th 
century, Italy; Title translates to St. 
Apollonia, Virgin and Martyr; no 
provenance information or accession 
number

66 Saint Apollonia Woodcut

Set of four St. Apollonia woodcut 
reproductions from the Wessler 
Collection at the Royal School of Dentistry 
in Stockholm. Multiple copies of the set; 
no provenance information or accession 
number

67 charm

Two charms/medals of St. Apolloinia and 
St. Luke. No provenance information or 
accession number. 

68
St. Apollonia, Patron Saint of Dentists, Pray 
for Us.

prayer Card, 
painting

Three copies of prayer card from St. 
Alphonsus Church, Baltimore, includes 
prayer to St. Apollonia and a brief Life of 
St. Apollonia; no provenance information 
or accession number.

69
Gebett zu der heiligen Apollonia wider die 
Zahnschmerzen Joseph Hueth prayer card

German prayer card; title translates to 
Prayer to Saint Apollonia against 
Toothache; no provenance information or 
accession number.

70 engraving
Hand colored; no provenance information 
or accession number 



71

Painting; 
embellished 
with lace

Circular image of St. Apollonia 
surrounded by embellished lace and 
beading, no provenance information or 
accession number

72 photograph

Three photographs of St. Apollonia 
painiting by Dolci Carlo, framed outside of 
Historical Collections, no provenance 
information or accession number 

73 Clippings

Multiple clippings of St. Apollonia from 
various publications. No provenance 
information or accession numbers. 

Drawer 5

Oversized 1 R66 St. Martin & St. Apollonia
Purchased from Arthur Rothmann Fine 
Arts Engraving Hand colored

Oversized 1
Galerie Religieuse. Ste. Apolline, vierge et 
Martyre

purchased from F&G Staack, 
booksellers Woodcut

Hand colored. Ca. 1880. Title translates 
to, Religious Gallery, St. Apollonia, virgin 
and martyr 

Neri di Bicci, 1419-1491 Gift of Dr. Gardner P.H. Foley Photograph
Framed photograph of a Neri di Bicci 
painting.
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