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Photograph and superlatives for Dr. Burt J. Asper, University of Maryland, School of Medicine, Class of 1911. Image from the 
1911 Terra Mariae Yearbook. Available at: https://archive.hshsl.umaryland.edu/handle/10713/2466.  

Burt Jacob Asper was born to Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Asper of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania on August 30, 
1888. He graduated from University of Maryland, School of 
Medicine in 1911, earning the Gold Medal, given to the student 
with the highest grade. His brother, Dr. Guy Asper, was also a 
graduate of the School of Medicine in 1903.   

Dr. Asper began his professional career as an assistant physician at 
the City Detention Hospital of Baltimore, where he remained for a 
year before accepting a position at Sheppard and Enoch Pratt 
Hospital. While at Sheppard-Pratt Hospital, Dr. Asper, earned some 
local fame as an outfielder for the hospital baseball team. On June 
1, 1916, He was appointed as Assistant Physician and Pathologist at 
Springfield State Hospital in Sykesville, Maryland, where he also 
lectured on general medicine and contagious diseases at the 
Hospital’s Training School for Nurses. Dr. Asper married Miss Lee 
Christey of Baltimore, Maryland in October 1917.  

Scorecard for Sheppard-Pratt vs. Belair 
Club Baseball Game in June 1913. The 
Baseball games were partially used as 
entertainment for the patients at the 
Sheppard-Pratt Hospital. 
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Soon after the United States joined World War I in 1917, Dr. Asper enlisted into the United States Navy. 
He served as First Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon on the USS Cyclops, which was commissioned May 
1, 1917 as a collier (a ship that carries coal to fuel other ships). At the time, the Cyclops was one of the 
largest fuel ships in the world and spent most of the war along the Eastern Coast of the United States.  

 

The USS Cyclops in October 1911. Image from Naval History and Heritage Command National Museum of the U.S. Navy. 
Available at: https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/museums/nmusn/explore/photography/ships-us/ships-usn-c/uss-
cyclops.html. 

On February 16, 1918, the ship left the East Coast for Brazil to help fuel British ships. After completing 
this mission, the Cyclops began sailing with a load of manganese from Rio de Janeiro. The ship stopped 
at Salvador before leaving for its final port of Baltimore on February 20, 1918. Due to a cracked cylinder 
in the engine, an unexpected stop was made in Barbados, where the already overloaded ship took on 
more coal and water. Nothing could be done to fix the damaged engine in Barbados, so the Cyclops set 
sail for Baltimore on March 4, 1918. Sometime after leaving Barbados, the Cyclops sank in the Bermuda 
Triangle leaving no trace of the ship or the 309 passengers on board.   

To this day, the ship’s final resting spot has not been found and the cause of the Cyclops disappearance 
remains a mystery. Throughout history there have been several theories (some realistic others fanciful) 

l 



about the sinking of the ship.  These theories 
include: 1) an enemy boat (presumably a German U-
Boat) sank the ship; 2) a storm capsized the 
vulnerable boat, which was overloaded with 
Manganese, water, and coal and weakened by a 
damaged engine; 3) a bomb was planted on board 
the boat during the unexpected stop in Barbados; 4) 
a mutiny occurred on board due to unrest with the 
ship’s tempestuous commander, George Worley; or 
5) Worley, who was born in Germany, was a traitor 
and colluded with the Germans, to steal the ship for 
his homeland.  

The U.S. Navy looked for the Cyclops for 100 days 
after it failed to reach Baltimore on March 13, 1918.  
It was officially deemed lost on June 1, 1918 by 
Assistant Secretary of Navy Franklin D. Roosevelt. At 
that time, all 309 passengers, including Dr. Burt J. 
Asper, were pronounced dead. Dr. Asper became the 
first man from Chambersburg, Pennsylvania to die 
during World War I; he was only 28 years old.  

Dr. Asper’s legacy continues to live on in the HS/HSL. 
In October 1922, a memorial fund was set up by his 
classmates and colleagues to support the library.  
The fund was created to purchase books and 
periodicals to help the library grow its collection.  
Today the fund is used to support the Historical 

Collections and continues to honor an American and UMB hero. 

The HS/HSL today and always thanks our UMB Veterans for their service. 
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