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Burt J. ASPER,
Chambersburg, Penna.
Age, 23; weight, 148 ; height, 6.
Member Honor Committee, '10-'11 ; Clinical

Assistant,

“A very man—not one of nature’s clods—
With a noble heart and a thoughtful mind ;
Endowed with genius from the gods.”

[f Dr. Winslow could read his writing, he

might pass surgery.

Photograph and superlatives for Dr. Burt J. Asper, University of Maryland, School of Medicine, Class of 1911. Image from the
1911 Terra Mariae Yearbook. Available at: https://archive.hshsl.umaryland.edu/handle/10713/2466.

Burt Jacob Asper was born to Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Asper of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania on August 30,
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Scorecard for Sheppard-Pratt vs. Belair
Club Baseball Game in June 1913. The
Baseball games were partially used as
entertainment for the patients at the
Sheppard-Pratt Hospital.

1888. He graduated from University of Maryland, School of
Medicine in 1911, earning the Gold Medal, given to the student
with the highest grade. His brother, Dr. Guy Asper, was also a
graduate of the School of Medicine in 1903.

Dr. Asper began his professional career as an assistant physician at
the City Detention Hospital of Baltimore, where he remained for a
year before accepting a position at Sheppard and Enoch Pratt
Hospital. While at Sheppard-Pratt Hospital, Dr. Asper, earned some
local fame as an outfielder for the hospital baseball team. On June
1, 1916, He was appointed as Assistant Physician and Pathologist at
Springfield State Hospital in Sykesville, Maryland, where he also
lectured on general medicine and contagious diseases at the
Hospital’s Training School for Nurses. Dr. Asper married Miss Lee
Christey of Baltimore, Maryland in October 1917.


https://archive.hshsl.umaryland.edu/handle/10713/2466

Soon after the United States joined World War | in 1917, Dr. Asper enlisted into the United States Navy.
He served as First Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon on the USS Cyclops, which was commissioned May
1, 1917 as a collier (a ship that carries coal to fuel other ships). At the time, the Cyclops was one of the
largest fuel ships in the world and spent most of the war along the Eastern Coast of the United States.

The USS Cyclops in October 1911. Image from Naval History and Heritage Command National Museum of the U.S. Navy.
Available at: https.//www.history.navy.mil/content/history/museums/nmusn/explore/photography/ships-us/ships-usn-c/uss-
cyclops.html.

On February 16, 1918, the ship left the East Coast for Brazil to help fuel British ships. After completing
this mission, the Cyclops began sailing with a load of manganese from Rio de Janeiro. The ship stopped
at Salvador before leaving for its final port of Baltimore on February 20, 1918. Due to a cracked cylinder
in the engine, an unexpected stop was made in Barbados, where the already overloaded ship took on
more coal and water. Nothing could be done to fix the damaged engine in Barbados, so the Cyclops set
sail for Baltimore on March 4, 1918. Sometime after leaving Barbados, the Cyclops sank in the Bermuda
Triangle leaving no trace of the ship or the 309 passengers on board.

To this day, the ship’s final resting spot has not been found and the cause of the Cyclops disappearance
remains a mystery. Throughout history there have been several theories (some realistic others fanciful)



Burr J. Asper.

Efforts arve being made to provide a snitable memorial to the
memory of Burt J. Asper, medallist, elass of 1911, lost with the
Cyelops. If the sum realized is sufficient, a scholarship will be

established, otherwise the interest from the money ecollected will be
devoted to the purchase of new books and journals for the library.
In the latter event an appropriate book-plate will be made and a

copy placed in those books purchased from the fund. These have

contributed :

Dr. Adolph Mulstein, class of 1911, 4 Willett St., N. Y., N. Y...$15.00
Dr. C. A. Waters, class of 1911, 1100 N. Charles St., Balto.. ... 10.00
Anonymous. . . . 10.00
Dr. Paul P. MecCain, elass of 1911, Sanatorium, 10.00
Dr. E. J. Nichols, class of 1911, Pikesville, Md.. . 5.00
Dr. Vernon Oler, class of 1911, Billings, Montan 5.00
Dr. Charles R. Law, class of 1911, Berlin, Md...... 5.00

This is a belated effort to do justice to the memory of a fellow
alumnuns who was an honor and a credit to the University of Mary-
land. He gave his all, a life full of prospects of infinite success,
Let’s make the memorial worthy of the man. Remittances may be
made to Nathan Winslow, University Hospital, Baltimore. What-
ever amount yvou give will be turned over to the Endowment Com-
wittee, thus insuring itz proper administration. The following

letter 1s self-explanatory:

June 29, 1922,
Dear Dr. Winslow :

Your letter of June 26, containing checks and cash
amounting to sixty dollars has been received. T have
opened an account in the Central Savings Bank, with the
above, in the name of Dr. Burt J. Asper, Memorial Fund,
of the |v1|i\c*1'.<it'\' of Md. Endowment Fund.

Very sincerely,
B. Merrill Hopkinson,

Treasurer.

The Burt J. Asper Memorial Fund was created by the Alumni
Association of the School of Medicine in October 1922. Ads
appeared for several years in the Bulletin of the University of
Maryland School of Medicine asking alumni to donate to the

fund. Available at:

https://archive.hshsl.umaryland.edu/handle/10713/614.

about the sinking of the ship. These theories
include: 1) an enemy boat (presumably a German U-
Boat) sank the ship; 2) a storm capsized the
vulnerable boat, which was overloaded with
Manganese, water, and coal and weakened by a
damaged engine; 3) a bomb was planted on board
the boat during the unexpected stop in Barbados; 4)
a mutiny occurred on board due to unrest with the
ship’s tempestuous commander, George Worley; or
5) Worley, who was born in Germany, was a traitor
and colluded with the Germans, to steal the ship for
his homeland.

The U.S. Navy looked for the Cyclops for 100 days
after it failed to reach Baltimore on March 13, 1918.
It was officially deemed lost on June 1, 1918 by
Assistant Secretary of Navy Franklin D. Roosevelt. At
that time, all 309 passengers, including Dr. Burt J.
Asper, were pronounced dead. Dr. Asper became the
first man from Chambersburg, Pennsylvania to die
during World War I; he was only 28 years old.

Dr. Asper’s legacy continues to live on in the HS/HSL.
In October 1922, a memorial fund was set up by his
classmates and colleagues to support the library.
The fund was created to purchase books and
periodicals to help the library grow its collection.
Today the fund is used to support the Historical

Collections and continues to honor an American and UMB hero.

The HS/HSL today and always thanks our UMB Veterans for their service.
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