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ADMINISTRATION 

Meetings, etc: Frieda Weise attended the MLA 
Board of Directors meeting in Chicago, December 4-7, 
1988. Cyril Feng attended the RMI.. Directors meeting 
at the National Library of Medicine, December 12-13, 
1988. Frieda Weise and MJ Tooey gave a 
demonstration of HSL databases in Bowie to University 
of Maryland officials involved in the development of the 
Science and Technology Center. Dr. Toll and the 
Bowie City Council were in attendance. 

Visitors: On December 16, the Library hosted the 
Pennsylvania Health Sciences Library Consortium. 
Members of the group got a thorough review of the 
library's systems from every department. 

Holiday Luncheon: The annual Christmas Party 
was held on December 20. Once again Kevin Katered 
the affair. Thanks to all the elves who helped organize 
the set-up, decorations, and White Elephant Gift 
Exchange. Watch out for that bowling pin next year! 

UMAB/UMBC Shuttle: The UMBC Shuttle Bus 
System will now connect UMBC & UMAB by an 
express route. The "Intercampus Shuttle" (I.S.) will 
take you to and from UMBC and UMAB between the 
hours of 8:30 am and 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday, 
beginning January 25. A copy of the schedule is posted 
on the Staff Bulletin Board. 

PERSONNEL UPDATE 

Spending Account Deductions: The deductions 
for the Health Care Reimbursement Account and the 
Dependent Care Reimbursement Account for calendar 
year 1988 will start as of paycheck dated January 20, 
1989 and end as of paycheck dated December 8, 1989. 

As the above dates indicate, there will be 24 consecutive 
deductions. 

Social Security Tax: Social Security Taxes will 
increase as follows, effective January 1, 1989. 

1988 1989 
Taxable Wage Base $45,000 $48,000 
Tax Rate (Employer 

and Employee 7.51% 7.51 
Minimum Individual $3,379 $3,604 

Tax 

CIRCULATION 

On December 5, Circulation became the drop-off point 
and the pick-up point for ILL. So far over 425 ILL's 
have been dropped off at Circulation. 

Steve Heinold, our Stack manager, accepted the position 
as a Micro-computer Lab Assistant on January 3, 1989. 
All of us at Circulation wish him well in his new 
position. He will be greatly missed. 

Fax: Since August 23, we have "faxed" app~oximately 
4,000 pages. Just before the Christmas holidays, we 
"faxed" for more than three hours straight!! 

Orientation: An orientation for a group from 
Pennsylvania (Health Sciences Library Consortium) 
was given on December 16. Loie and Madeline 
participated in the orientation. 
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REFERENCE 

Once upon a time November, December, and January 
were relatively slow months for the Reference 
Department, but no more. We not maintain a heavy 
teaching schedule twelve months a year. Since early 
November we have conducted the following user 
education seminars: 

School # or # or 
Ses. Atds. 

Medicine (Biotechnology) 1 8 
Nursing (Jr. Year) 5 74 
Pharmacy (Fourth Year) 3 106 
Physical Therapy 2 37 
Other (Poly High Sch.) 1 40 
Other (Mercy Hosp. -

Dietetic Interns 1 4 

Under Patty's guidance, Janet and Debbie have also been 
busy working through our in-house training program 
for online searching. 

Pam also deserves kudos for successfully completing 
Win Sewell's course Health Science Information 
Sources and Their Use. 

Phy] travelled to Annapolis on Friday January 20 to 
serve as a member of a panel discussing teaching people 
to use CD-ROM. 

IME 

And the classes just keep on coming! Usually things 
slow down for the IME staff in December but not this 
year. It seems as though many of our patrons used the 
slowness in their own schedules to make our lives very 
hectic. We did a number of presentations/demos for a 
number of groups across the campus and beyond. Phyl 
and Patty again successfully offered MEDLINE for 
the Health Professional and MJ and Mary Ann 
presented Intro to CoSy. Both teaching teams felt 
that those particular sessions were among the best 
they've done yet in terms of student response, etc. The 
big popularity winner however was Mary Ann's 
Writing for Publication seminar which attracted 
45 registrants! 

February and March look like two of our busiest 
months yet as the IME team tries to cram all sorts of 
educational experiences in before MJ has the 1MB baby. 
She has already warned Lowell Wilson of the IRMO, 

who is co-teaching a seminar, CoSy in 
Moderation, with her on February 28, that at the very 
least he should know how to boil water is case 
something unforeseen happens before the due date. In 
addition to our regularly scheduled seminars, Mary Ann 
will be doing a series of presentations for the Dental 
School on how to effectively use HSL resources. This 
is a new initiative for us because in the past, the Dental 
School has not been one of our more active user groups. 
So that's very exciting for 1MB and the HSL in general. 

As usual, all HSL staff are welcome at any of the 
seminars. Please stop at the Reference Desk to take a 
look at our schedule and register f\ classes. 

MICROLAB ) 
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The big news for the MicroLab Department is that it 
now has 2 full time staff members! Steve Heinold 
began January 3 as the new Lab Assistant. Steve began 
with a very clean office, which is now overflowing with 
equipment for the new lab! Needless to say, we are 
anxious to move equipment into the Lab. We hope to 
have better news on the Lab's progress for the next 
newsletter. 

Steve has been busy organizing the software files and 
documentation in the VMML. If you have any 
questions or need help when you are working in the lab, 
please call, or come and get, Steve or Bev. We will be 
happy to assist you. Also if you have any suggestions 
for the VMML, please let us know. 

Beverly and Steve visited the ALA Mid-Winter Exhibits 
held in Washington, D.C. earlier this month. More 
recently, we visited the UMAB Law School's 
Microcomputer Department for a tour and demo of their 
STARLAN, local area network. 

SYSTEMS & AUTOMATION 

Paper Presentation: Gary, Jessie, and Dan have had 
a paper accepted for presentation at the Integrated Online 
Library Systems conference to be held in New York in 
May. It will also be printed in the conference 



proceedings. The title of the paper is "Minis, 
micros, modems and mux's: problems of 
connectivity." The paper will describe the problems 
we have encountered in linking together two 
minicomputers, over 40 terminals, the SC350 Local 
Area Network, the campus network, eight modems and 
two multiplexors (mux's). We hope also to suggest 
some solutions for other libraries. 

Dan: On January 23, Dan will begin a one year 
program at the National Library of medicine's Lister 
Hill Center. The library is "loaning" Dan to the 
Information Technology Branch to help them with 
development of the IRX or Information Retrieval 
Experiment Dan will visit the library occasionally to 
fill us in on the work that he is doing. 

Sandy Levy: Most of you have met Sandy Levy, our 
net temporary employee in the Systems Department. 
Sandy will be filling in for Dan will he is at NLM. 
She is hard at work learning all about MaryMED and 
other parts of the Systems' operation. 

RML 

The RMLS has been running smoothly in the absence 
of its executive director. We hope its not the start of a 
trend, but the RMLS is now losing another staff 
member. Shortly following Suz.anne's departure Nancy 
Nuell, RML Consultation Coordinator, announced her 
resignation. Nancy has accepted the position of 
Assistant Director of Educational Support Services at 
Montgomery College in Takoma Park, Maryland. In 
her new role, Nancy will be the chief administrator of 
the library and media center at the Takoma Park campus 
of Montgomery College. We'll all miss Nancy greatly. 

The RMLS offices recently received a face lift with new 
carpet and paint. Lisa and Angie have moved into new 
quarters. Lisa is now in what was Angie's office and 
Angie resides in the old Interlibrary Loan office. We 
welcome visitors! 

Lisa, Nancy and Angie named a joint RMLS/HSL 
exhibit on January 9 & 10 at the AIDS: Frontline 
Healthcare conference in D.C. The exhibit efforts 
also promoted the Mid-Atlantic AIDS Regional 
Education and Training Center located on Campus. 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

With the Holiday season behind us, activity in the 
Resource Management Division has been steadily 
picking up speed. All those items that the U.S. Postal 

Service "baby sat" during the holiday rush began to 
arrive with the New Year. Acquisitions, Cataloging, 
and Interlibrary Loan all report increased activity. A 
couple of items are worthy of special mention. 

The Booker T. Washington Reading Club plans are now 
set Volunteer readers will be scheduled from February 
13 to May 26. I have been working with Neil McCabe, 
Institutional Advancement, to develop lists of resources 
and develop plans to coordinate readers. It has been 
particularly rewarding to work on this project along 
with Neil, the Reading Coordinator at the School and 
the Media Specialist Several individuals from HSL 
have volunteered to participate in the program. Peggy 
Ellison noted she grew up in the area and Tonya 
reported some ties there as well. Other volunteers 
include Madeline, Phyl, MJ and myself. 

The UM ILL Sub-Committee recently met and 
completed a brief survey of the ILL activity at each of 
the UM campuses. Of the 11 UM campus libraries 
reporting, all are OCLC members except the 
Chesapeake Biological Laboratory. System-wide 
26,652 requests were generated with a fill rate of 82.7%. 
As lenders system-wide, 90,667 requests were received 
with a fill rate of 60%. Clearly, the UM is a net-lender 
(for those of you who are interested in such things!). 
For your information, HSL ranks second in lender 
volume of requests received -- behind only UMCP. The 
committee will be discussing turnaround times and 
ways to speed up service among all UM campuses. 
There is even some interest in developing standards or 
goals for ILL throughout the system. 

The UM Collection Development Sub-committee also 
recently met Discussion centered around journal de­
selection (aka WEEDING), and Margaret reported that 
the group was much impressed with our recent studies. 
Thanks to all the shelvers (that is, Michele, Michelle, 
Virginia, Angie, and lead by Steve), one complete year 
of journal usage was completed by December 31, 1988. 
For your information, those journals targeted for close 
monitoring (I call them endangered species) were 
reviewed again using the data from the journal use study. 
A total of 61 titles amounting to a potential savings of 
$15,000 were sent to the "missionaries" in the RML 
before being sentenced to the guillotine, Margaret 
shared our results and activities with the committee. 
All UM campuses are facing the same problems 
regarding budgets for serials. 



ACQUISITIONS/SERIALS 

Work on SC350 continues to progress. We are 
checking in over 50% of our current journals online. 
Claims and bindery work are also being done using the 
system. Holdings statements (the results of the 
inventory) are beginning to be added. Watch this space 
for news of the Kardex-removal party! 

CATALOGING 

Margaret Jones recently attended a Palinet workshop on 
Serials Formatting at Goucher College. She notes the 
group was small so that each attendee benefited from 
much more individual attention. 

Emily and Priscilla get special "kudos" for meritorious 
service to Interlibrary Loan. Both are assisting Gloria 
with Interlibrary Loan borrowing and reportedly are 
"natural detectives" Particularly in view of Gloria's 
recent illness, their help was very much appreciated. 

HISTORICAL/SPEC. COLLECTIONS 

Rich reported some recent special queries. Dr. Richard 
Kaplan, of the UMAB Cancer Center, was assisting his 
wife conduct research on medicine relating to Jane 
Austen. Rich provided classical treatises by William 
Heberden, William Cullen, Benjamin Rush, and others. 

Rich also worked with Payette Associates, an 
Architectural/Planning firm contracted by the School of 
Medicine to develop a long-range master plan for the 
School. Rich identified pictorial and textual 
information depicting the evolution of the campus and 
surrounding environs from the earliest days to the 
present. 

You may have seen Rich walking around Qie library 
looking at telephones. Rich as been assisting the 
campus Communications Center complete a telephone 
inventory of all phones in the HSL. This is the 
preliminary step in the long-awaited process to replace 
our old phones with new ones. More info will follow. 

And finally, thank you Rich for the exhibit on Dean 
Leavitt. 

ILL 

Plans are moving along with the shift of ILL borrowing 
downstairs. 

Both Emily and Priscilla will be assisting Gloria ensure 
requests get identified and processed quickly. 
Circulation continues to work with ILL to be sure 
patrons are notified and materials are picked up. Special 
thanks to the Reference staff for all their help recently 
with particular thanks to Dr. D. If there are any 
concerns or questions about our new ILL procedures 
from patrons, please do not hesitate to get their name, 
etc. We want to be sure all questions about the process 
or the individual requests are followed up. 

Not to be left out, the ILL Lending staff continues to 
work on their high volume of requests. Some of the 
time-consuming billing procedures are being 
streamlined. Bev has been a big help as usual. Gary 
and Dan have both been working on the printer 
problems related to billing, and when the new printer 
arrives we truly will have a party (--at least donuts!). 


