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Dear Mr.  Kendall: 

The Registry Board has recently been informed tha t  you are now 
i n  the private pract ice of physical therapy. 

So t h a t  no misunderstanding may exist, w i l l  you be good enough 
t o  write a l e t t e r  t o  the Registry Board, explaining your present 
a c t i v i t i e s  as a physical therapist ,  as well as those of Mrs. 
Kendal l? 

W e  are  enclosing fo r  your information the recently a h p t e d  
ttPrinciples of Ethics for Registrant Members of the American 
Registry of Physical Therapists." 

Ve s h a l l  appreciate hearing from you relative to  t h i s  matter 
within the very near future. 

Very truly yours, 

AMERICAN REGISTRY OF 

DCA: mac 
Enc. 

Registrar I 



. Y m r  letter of Septeaabr 3 W ,  endosing a copy af the 
zwmntly adagceci RPrinciples af mios fo r  Ite2iatmnd I%mIbere 00 
the hmerim. Reg%etry of PhyuSed Therapiste'', has %em ~ecrsiwi~I 
an? is Sgirq @mn aur eam9tl. cazlsideratioa. 

The delay in aniwmhg is not due ta ne&l.genee on aur 
part, but has been unutbiebble hm-ttee w felt it a e c s e w  to 
c m d t  ctth ather p h y ~ ! . ~ l  themplats h m  Zn WirylonJ, and a# - the 8aLional Wea~im+&rs of %ha Amrlcan F h y s i d  %mw Assac- 
Sation bef are sandhq o w  answer. 

Shes aur. nrembsrehip i . ~  t b  Registry m s  by mmipraoity 
with ths  AmerPoan Phyaica3 Therapy Asaoehtian, we felt  it advisable 
to knm their stand 3n regard +a plgmical theraplstr, enga&ng in 
p r i v a t e  praa%ico, He undmstard that t9e reeoluticr>n ta =!iscuar~ 
the problsn as int2wduce?.l b+& the 2mso of Zde,na.terr at Cne 1953 
t o m ~ t i m  of' the American rhyeiml Therapy As8ocis:ion m a  not 
arlqtt3f hecst~eoe *!b A.P.T.A. Aid not corzsader 3.t .lu, iebsue cso &far 
as tht or,gmbzath b aancemed, 

A spacidl m e t h g  af our l a d  Ghpter is being ealled 
am3 ue wish 4x1 witfrh01.! ?ha1 anem- m gmw lettcer i:intil 6Lf.br 
t h i s  neetinge 

1% aPould Like srsse inQmxmtfbn which can bs kelpftil to ' 
all of ce in ram to discursaicm of the pZanciplaa mt 9efih 3m the 
new code of' ethlca. ,I pxmpt rep- to ?hem 5rq~ir5es w U  be 
,greatly apprec~ted in order t h a t  rn m y  p r a m %  :.hem at t b e  tbm of 
the ~ e 8 t ~ y .  

1. ?-ha fcmtuhtai the m w  wP3.inciples 09 ?%hie8 -" 3 
2, 1s the m.?fir&ip of the  ?et$~!try crn~CLtiv9rl I q  re-zd 

to rn13.e~ o f  :-?S'?fcs ,qamn?in: t'rmrsa?.:rr43? 
3 * '30 e3,ect8 the  r.%%rs of the '?m! of thn ?;ayf).slr;r 

PIE*?, %?!g Y ~ ~ T S  of' +::?I? i ? d e ~ ~ ,  -'f!~.:? 



hriaan Registry of Physfcal Therapists 
~"attgntianr :'ies brathen C, A ~ q p . ~ ~ t f n  . October 19, 1953 

4. &E) d mpg of the m u  nPrhe5flea of Ethics .-" ?men 
sent to a n  Rodatmanta? If not, w % l l  ruu &dly mil 
aopies to ell r?embare An Hargbnd. bb's undersbwd that 
tha A.P.T.A. H e s d q u m b r s  in ?yew Hmk haa not p t  
roaelgecla CGP;Y. '.XLb yo11 kir?cUy eend clna to then? 

5. What d o t e e s  wle&n ln regard to "the legal lMt of 
the physP& thmipi~&s r ight  t o  actR aa stated in tOrg 
la& seni~?.ce sf Article X of the l'FL.hciples nf %hias - 2 3  

6 ,  May we have a aopgr of the C ~ S t z r ~ a n  and &laws of the 
Fe@stbg? 

Fktfme the Registrg arss farmed, and befcaa, us j a m  thg A.P.T.A. 
w, pmatiW P h y s i c a l  Therapy with M a t  sdhemnae to a code of atMcs 
f n s W e d  in us thrmghatlt our -g t h t  P h y ~ f o r r L  Thempiate *treat 
patients anly the d 2 m c t h  of Ixediaa1 3uctom. Agahst #hat 
seemed like mrarhslm* odds we fought fm Iegielathn in ehfe Sta te  
to insum that Fhysid Therapy have I t a  place as an atl jmot to bf%!iakte 
and rolra3.n x@er :cMid direat ion rather than baing set aprt  a8 a cult. 

In all oircsaastanoee that have &sen we ham not fafled fa 
mpRa&e to the praFeseian and to the publit that e t h i d  pmatiaa of 
p h y s i d  theram requf res  t h a t  patdents be dhgnasett and referrod 5g 
? W i d .  T)aot~m. In w o~M- p m c t i ~ ~  w k~ X J O ~  do*t& this 
FagujsemeYlt and we do not intend to, 

!& f1.d thf in df5.m p m ~ t f ~ ~ ~  th- 18, In ~trany ~ W C ~ S ,  
a oloser c m f a o t  vfth eha dacrbms mfem4nq mses than mdeted in reh- 
ti03 to physical thenam in tiha hospitd. P)-?;PsScal therapists  dohg 
hm-e tmafnents, and part imhr~ those in $ublia tlealkh work, are 
often aon&onted wLth prablem~ of' Xess mprvl.sim t h n  those in private 
pmctice, and 9t 5s aur feel- tur a r t i f i a h l  d i s m t i o n  hRs 
been eetahlistrd 531 refemnee 3+0 e;c,hics of those h ~ L v a f e  pnctics,  * 
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Mr. md Mrs. Henry 0, K e n U  
1209 St. Paul Street 
Baltimore 2, Maryland 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. KendalL: 

I sorry there has been som delay i n  answering your l e t t e r  of Octsber 19. En- 
closed is  the Registry booklet of information. T h i s  booklet se t s  forth the objectives 
of th is  organization and other pertinent details. I n  addition t o  what is stated i n  the 
booklet regarding the establishment of the American Begistry, t-~he.,-e.e_qnqnPhys~~tiStiSThe~ 
Association had asked-that-.a.*registry be forned similar t o  that  of the laboratory techni- 
c"i& iuid x-ray technicians. The American Congress of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
irsls asked'to establish such a registry because the Congress is the medical organization 
Interested i n  physical therapy. 

r--- \ .  - /JIp un t i l  two years ago the Board of the Anrerican Registry of Pbpical  Therapis* 
onsiated entirely of physicians who were full-titm specialists in physical mdicim. T h i s  

followed the pattern of the other two registry boards I have mentioned. Two years agoj,two 
pwaical therapists were added t o  the Board. These two representative8 are selected by 
the American Pbysical Therapy Association. The physicians on the Board are appointed by 
the President of the American Congress of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation and con- 
firmed by the Board of Governors of tha t  organization, 

The purpose of the American b g i s t r y  of P e i c a l ,  Therapists is ent ire ly  one of qualif- 
and it is not a scientif ic  organization eimilar t o  the American Physical Theraw Association 
or  other societies. It would be similar t o  qualifying boards of medicine or  s ta te  registries. 
There, there i a  no mmbership i n  the sense you speak of, 

A committee of t w o  physiciana, one physical therapist and an attorney formulatedthe 
Principles of Ethics which were then approved by the Board of the American Registry of 
Physical Therapists. The Principles of Ethics are incorporated i n  the Registry booklet of 
information. 

The "legal l i m i t  of the physical therapists' right t o  a c t w  is determined by the medical 
practice act8 of the s ta te  concerned. 

You state that  wethical practice of physioal therapy requires tha t  patients be diagnosed 
and referred by Medical doc tors.^ I n  addition t o  the diagnosis, recommended treatment and 
specific prescriptions should be given by the physician. Your statement, if taken literally, 
means that  the physician would make the diagnosie and refer the patient t o  the therapist and 
the therapist would use his own judgment in the actual treatment. It would be similar t o  
bnding a patient with cardiac disease t o  the druggist and te l l ing the druggist t o  give the 

patient the appropriate medicine for  treatment of the disease. 
,/ 

ece t da 
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Ear l  C. Elkins, M. D. 
Mayo Cl inic  
Rochester, Minnesota 

March 3 ,  1954 

bar Dr. Elkins: P 

Thank you f o r  your l e t t e r  of November 2 d ~ n c e  reading the  
Ed i t o r i a l  i n  the  recen t  i s sue  of t he  Archives of Physical  Medicine, 

To us, it is regre t t ab le  t h a t  those responsible f o r  the  re- 
vis ion of the  "Principles of Ethics" and f o r  t k i s  Ed i t o r i a l  have 
adopted the  stand they kave i n  regard t o  def in ing physical  therapy--- 
not only i n  t he  matter  of p r iva te  p r ac t i c e , , bu t  i n  t he  l im i t a t i ons  
placed on the  Physical Therapist 's  work. 

Instead of sharply curbing the  r i g h t  and. du t i e s  of Ph:-sical 
Therapists, it would seem t h a t  an e f f o r t  should be m d e  t o  help  r a i s e  
the  standards of t h i s  profession s o  t h a t  members would be capable of 
assming more respons ib i l i ty  and of exerc is ing bet tep  p rofes~ : iona l  
judgment within the  realms of t h e i r  o m  t r a in ing  and experience. 

It s h a l l  be our aim always t o  work t o  e leva t  the  standards of our 3 profession, t o  increase the  t r a i n ing  as needed,?~ help broaden the  
scope of pract ice .  We believe t h a t  Physical  Therapists  a r e  proud 
of t h e i r  profession, and we s h a l l  t r y  i n  the  future,  as we have done 
i n  the pas t ,  t o  do our pa r t  t o  make it a profession of which we can 
be jus t ly  proud. 

Respectfully yours, 

Henry 0. Kendall . 

Florence P . Kend.all 



Earl C. lmdns# M. D. 
&ago Cllnio 
Rochester, M%nmwotir 

Dear Dr. B l k i m r  

Thank yon for lettar of PIomher trwntpthd;rd. 

We ham signed 8 thee-year c m t n e t  for of'fice a w e  
ln a p p o f e s e i o ~  ballding where there a m  sSatt forty-f%ve 
doctorer, and we expect to oca\py the ofYiae bet.bning June first. 

3hae the F d i b r i m l  I n  the Febmazy isms of the Amhima 
of Phynlaal E%cliche leaves no doubt 9n our xlind that the 
Registry Fami consZdem ft umiih50a.l for 8 physlcal thewpist 
to oaerata a private offloe, we bUem that it i~ our place 
to notsfs you of them plans, and to e u h l t  aur resignattons. 
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Mrs. Florence Kendal.1 
1209 St. Paul S t r e e t  
Baltimore 2, Maryland 

Dear 1.s. Kendall: 

Ye do appreciate your sending the  correspondence t h a t  you 
and Mr, Rendall have had with the Registry. !Te very 
d e f i n i t e l y  f e e l  t h a t  you have taken the  only course open 
t o  you. 

r- I have reviewed D r .  Elkin's letter t o  you P P i t h ~ ~ s s  Tlson 
and she confirms my impression t h i s  Associa.tion d i d  n o t  - 
reques t  the  American Congress of  Physical lfedicine t o  form 
a reg i s t ry  f o r  physica l  the rap i s t s .  She has recen t ly  re- 
viewed Executive Committee proceedings f o r  the  years  during 
the formation of the  Registry and t h e r e  i s  considerable 
evidence there  t h a t  our  Association was veqy much opposed 
t o  t h i s  idea. The problem arose because a group of physi- 
a t r i s t s  proposw t o  s t a r t  another profess ional  organization. 
fn order t o  avoid t h i s ,  it was the suggestion of  3r. John 
Coulter t h a t  t h e  Congress e s t a b l i s h  on ly  a R & s t ~ y  and t h a t  
t h e  American Physical  Therapv Association continue t o  be the 
one professional  a r g a n i z a t i o a  I thought you mu16 l i k e  t o  
have t h i s  information i2 order t o  c o r r e c t  o the r  erroneous 
statements t h a t  have been made to you. 

I know t h a t  you have been concerned about t h i s  whole matter 
b u t  f e e l  sure that, it has  i n  no way jeopardized your s t a t u s  
i n  the  profession. 

bfy b e s t  wishes t o  you both and I s h a l l  c e r t a i n l y  hope f o r  an 
opportunity t o  visit  your new o f f i c e  some t i m e  soon. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mary E. (kaskell 
Associate Executive Director  


