AMERICAN REGISTRY OF PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

Formerly Ameriean Registry of Physleal Therapy Technlelans
Dorothea C. Augustin, Registrar

William Bierman, M.D., New York, Chairman CEntral 6-9512 Adsisory Board
Earl C. Elkins, M.D., Rochester, Minn., Vice-Chairman Cr. Merrill F. Steele, M.D., Cincinnati
Robert L. Beanett, M.D., Warm Springs, Ga. 30 North Michigan Avenue American Hospital Association:

Shelby G. Gamble, M.D., Columbus, Ohio
George M. Piersol, M.D., Philadelphia
Arthur L. Watkins, M.D., Boston

Jessie Wright, M.D., Pittsburgh

Margaret Moore, R.P,T., Chapel Hill, N. C.
The American Physical Therapy Association

Chica go 2’ Minois Bronson Crothers, M.D., Boston

Elizabeth Wood, R.P.T., Chicago
The American Physical Therapy Association

September 30, 1953

Mr. Henry O« Xendall
3 Englewood Road
Baltimore 10, Naryland

Dear Mr. Kendall:

The Registry Board has recently been informed that you are now
in the private practice of physical therapy.

So that no misunderstanding may exist, will you be good enough
to write a letter to the Registry Board, explaining your present
activities as a physical therapist, as well as those of Mrs.
Kendall? -

We are énclosing for your information the recently adopted
"Principles of Ethics for Registrant Members of the American
Registry of Physical Therapists."

We shall appreciate hearing from you relative to this matter
within the very near future.

Very truly yours,

AMERICAN REGISTRY OF
PHYSICAL THER.API}

Dorothea C. Augﬁs,tin
DCAsmac Registrar
Ence

The American Neurological Association

Winthrop M. Phelps, M.D., Baltimore

The American Orthopedic Association
Florence S. Linduff, Washington, D.C.

The American Physical Therapy Association



Oetober 19, 1953

American Registry of Physiocal Therapists
30 Horth Michigan Avenue
Chieago 2, Illineis

Attentions Miss Dorothea C. Augustin, Registrar
Dear ¥iss Augusting

. Your letter of September 30th, snclo=ing a copy of the
recently adopted "Prineciples of Fthics for Resistrant MYembers of
tha American Registry of Physical Therapists”, has been received
and is beirnsz piven our carefMml consideration. :

The delay in answering is not due to neglipgence on our
part, but has been unavoidable because we falt it necess=ary to
consult with other physical therapists here in Marylend, and with
the Hational HWeaiquariers of the Ameriean Thysical Therapy ASSoCe
iation bafore eending cur snewer,

Since our membership in the Registry wvas by reciprocity
vith the American Physical Therapy Asaociation, we fslt it advisable
to mow their stand in regard to physical therapists enpaging in
private practice, ¥e undsrstand that the resclution to <discues
the probdlem as introduced into the Mocuse of ’elecates at the 1953
Convertion of the American Thysleal Therapy Associstion wma not
acoptedi beeanse the A,P,T.A, dld not consider it an issue so far
as thnit organization is comncerned,

A special mesting of our losal Chapter 1s being called
and wve wish to withholl firal answer on your letter until after
this meeting.

Ve would like some information which can be helpful to -
all of us in regard to discusgion of ithe principles set forth in the
new code of ethics, A prompt reply to thess inguirles will be
preatly appreciated in ordar that we may nrosent them at the time of
the reatira,

1. ‘ho has formulated ths rew "Prineciples of Sthics =" 7

2+ 18 the membershin of the Periastry consnuited in remard
to rmles of Tthigs governing themsslvas?

3« Tho elacts the mambhars of the Toard of tha Fesistry
rrd the rambers of the Advisory Toari?



Ameriean Reglstry of Physical Therapists
Attentlon: "ies ‘orothea (i, Angustin . Oetober 19, 1953

4e Has a copy of the nev "Principles of FEthiecs —" heen
sent to all Registrants? If not, will vou kindly mail
copies to all rembers in Maryland, Ye understand that
the A,P,T.A. Headquarters in Yew York has not yet
roceived a copy. 111 you kindly send one to them?

5. What determines “legal" in regard to "the legml limit of
the physical therapists right to act” sa stated in the
15t senterce of Article I of the "Principles of Fthics —="?

6. May we have a copy of the Constitution and Pylaws of the
Feglstry?

Bafore the Registry was formed,; and before we joined the A,P,T.A,
ve practiced Fhysical Therapy with strict adherence to a code of aethices
instilled in us throughout our training that Physical Theraplsts treat
patients only under the dirsciion of 'edical Doctors. Against what
seemed like overvhelming odds we fought for legislation in this Stats
to insure that rhysical Therapy have 1ta place as an adjwmet to Madlcine
and remaln under Medical direction rather than belng set apart as a cult,

In all eireumstances that have arisen we have not failed to
emphasaize to the profesaion and to the publie that ethical practice of
physical therapy requires that patients be diagnosed and referred by
Yedical Doetors. In our office practice we have not deviated from this
requirement and we do not intend to.

Ye £ind that in ocur office practice there is, in many respescis,
a closer contact with the doctors referring cases than existed in rela-
tion to phyasical therapy in the hospital, Physlcal theraplsis doing
home treatmenis, and particularly those in Public Health worl:, are
often confronted with problems of less supervision than those in private
practice, and 1t is our feeling tham an artificial discrimination has
heen established in reference 1o ethles of those in prilvate practica,

L]

Yours very truly,

Henry O. Kendall

Florence P, Kendall

&

cos AP.T.A,
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November 23, 1953

Mr, and Mrs, Henry O, Kendall
1209 St, Paul Street
Baltimore 2, Maryland

Dear Mr, and Mrs. Kendall:

I am sorry there has been some delay in answering your letter of Octeber 19, En-
closed is the Registry booklet of information. This booklst sets forth the objectives
of this organization and other pertinent details, In addition to what is stated in the
booklet regarding the establishment of the American Registry, the American Physical Therapy
Association had asked that_a registry be formed similar to that t of the 1abora'cory techni=
¢clans and x-ray *"t,echnicians. The American Congress of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation
Wwas asked to establish such a registry because the Congress iz the medical organization
interested in physical therapye.

= (Up until two years ago the Board of the American Registry of Physical Therapists
onsisted entirely of physicians who were fulleiime specialists in physical medicine, This
followed the pattern of the other two registry boards I have mentionedes Two years ago;,two
physical therapists were added to the Boarde These two representatives are selected by
the American Physical Therapy Association, The physicians on the Board are appointed by
the President of the American Congress of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation and cone
f£irmed by the Board of Governors of that organization,

The purpose of the American Registry of Physical Therapists is entirely one of qualifying
and it is not a scientific organization similar to the American Physical Therapy Association
or other societies, It would be similar to qualifying boards of medicine or state registries,
There, there is no membership in the sense you speak ofe.

A comittee of two physicians, one physiecal therapist and an attorney formulated the
Principles of Ethics which were then approved by the Board of the American Registry of
Physical Therapists, The Principles of Ethics are incorporated ln the Registry booklet of
information,

The "legal limit of the physical therapists' right to act" is determined by the medical
practice acts of ths state concernesd,

You state that "ethical practice of physical therapy requires that patients be diagnosed
and referred by Medical Doctors.® In addition to the diagnosis, recommended treatment and
specific prescriptions should be given by the physician, Your statement, if taken literally,
means that the physiclan would make the diagnosis and refer the patient to the therapist and
the therapist would use his own judgment in the actual treatment, It would be similar to

snding a patient with cardiac disease to the druggist and telling the druggist to give the
patient the appropriate medicine for treatment of the dissase, P

Very truly yo/urs, A

.,,bé € (, /,f,,,j 7 l//

ece:da Earl Ce Elkins, MeDey Chairman
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@::_ebvieus~intention'o contl

—~—Tzavés no doubt that thie_is comtrary to the
defined by the Registry Board. (= _7 o~

TELEPHONE: PLAZA 4938 %QE’ .

HENRY O. KENDALL

T ) PHYSICAL THERAPIST
' 1209 ST. PAUL STREET
BALTIMORE 2. MARYLAND

March 3, 1954

Earl C. Elkins, M. D.
Mayo Clinic
Rochester, Minnesota

Dear Dr. Elkins:

Thank you for your letter of November 2 ’.qﬁggnce reading the
Editorial in the recent issue of the Archives of Physical Medicine,
we have come to the deg¢isign that,we have no iltern@tiVe but L. . s 2
resign from the Registry. nive si‘%ia‘gz reég year contragt for, - o J. 5.
an office in a professional building,” hegdaningdiane A

frinciples of Ethics as

To us, it is regrettable that those responsible for the re-
vision of the "Principles of Ethies" and for this Editorial have
adopted the stand they »ave in regard to defining physiecal therapy--
not only in the matter of private practice,.but in the limitations
placed on the Physical Therapist's work,

Instead of sharply curbing the right and duties of Phrsical
Therapists, it would seem that an effort should be made to help raise
the standards of this profession so that members would be capable of
assuning more responsibility and of exercising better profes=ional
judgment within the realms of their own training and experience.

It shall be our aim always to work to elevate the standards of our
profession; to increase the training as needed,to help broaden the
scope of practice. We believe that Physical Therapists are proud
of their profession, and we shall try in the future, as we have done
in the past, to do our part to make it a profession of which we can
be justly proud.

Respectfully yours,

Henry O. Kendall
Florence P. Kendall

rmm



Ea-rl 0. Elld.m, Ho D.
Mdyo Cliniec
Rochester, Minneaota

Dear Dr. Elkins:
Thank you for your letter of November twenty-third.

We have signed a threewyear contract for office spasce
in a professional building where there are ahout forty-five
doctors, and we expect to occupy the office bepinning June first,

Since the Fditerial in the February issue of the Archives
of Physical Medicine leaves no doubt in our mind that the
Registry Foard considers it unethical for a physical therapist
to operate a private office, we believe that it is our place
to notify you of these plans, and to submit our resignations,

Hespectfully yours,

Henry O. Kendall
K/p Florence P. Kendall
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March 2L, 195k

¥rs. Florence Xendall
1209 St. Paul Street
Baltimore 2, Maryland

Dear Mrs. Kendall:

We do apporeciate your sending the correspondence that you
and Mr, Rendall have had with the Registry. We very
definitely feel that you have taken the only course open
to you.

I have reviewed Dr. Elkin's letter to you withi;l[iss Flson
and she confirms my impression this Association dicd not
request the American Congress of Physical Medicine to form
a registry for physical therapists. She has recently re-
viewed Executive Committee proceedings for the years during
the formation of the Registry and there is considerable
evidence there that our Association was very much opposed
to this idea. The problem arose because a group of physi-
atrists proposgjto start another professional organization.
In order to avoid this, it was the suggestion of Dr. John
Coulter that the Congress establish only a Registry and that
the American Physical Therapy, Association continue to be the
one professional organization.} I thought you would 1ike to
have this information in order to correct other erroneous
statements that have been made to you.

I know that you have been concerned about this whole matter
but feel sure that it has in no way jeopardized your status
in the profession.

My best wishes to you both and T shall certainly hope for an
opportunity to visit your new office some time soon.

Sincerely yours,

//QQ/

Mary E. Haskell
Associate Executive Director

VEH : ne



