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Donor Spotlight: Catalysts for
Community, Pete and Eileen Buzy

 Kate Ostrowski  July 8, 2020  3 min read

ete and Eileen Buzy have long supported initiatives that make
Maryland a better place for everyone. Most recently added to that list
is the University of Maryland, Baltimore (UMB) and its Community

Engagement Center (CEC).

Fitness classes are one of the many programs offered by the CEC that our neighbors regularly enjoy.
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As an accomplished biotechnology executive and investor, Pete Buzy is an industry
veteran who most recently led Paragon Bioservices, one of the fastest-growing
biotech companies in Maryland, until its purchase by Catalent in 2019. He is currently
the president of Catalent’s gene therapy business unit, which includes nearly 1,000
employees in five locations in Maryland. Catalent is the leading global provider of
advanced delivery technologies, development, and manufacturing solutions for drugs,
biologics, gene therapies, and consumer health products.

Catalent is a core tenant at UMB’s BioPark, with nearly 500 employees. During his
time working in the BioPark, Pete Buzy became a UMB neighbor and partner,
learning about its work in groundbreaking medical research, top-tier educational
instruction, and the fostering of important community connections. He also became a
UMB Foundation, Inc. (UMBF) trustee in 2019. Meanwhile, Eileen became a student
at the University of Maryland School of Nursing, returning to education after raising
children and exemplifying the couple’s commitment to public health and the
community.  

The Buzys were specifically drawn to the CEC’s work in providing direct health,
employment, legal, educational, and social services to nearby residents, building
meaningful relationships with neighbors, working on neighborhood-strengthening
advocacy projects, and creating opportunities for students to engage with the
community. They decided to deepen their partnership with UMB and West Baltimore
by committing significant charitable funds through a multiyear pledge so the center
can succeed over the long term in its freshly renovated space, which is on schedule
to be completed in summer 2020. Funding from the Buzys and other benefactors will
allow for an expansion of the CEC’s key programs such as fitness classes, weekly
fresh food markets, after-school programming, legal clinics, case management, and
workforce assistance. They hope that with the right support, this fantastic momentum
will continue.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Buzys felt urgently compelled to increase their
support to the community. Inspired by family members in the health care system and
all those who are putting their health and safety at risk during these times, Pete Buzy
said, “The more we can do for them, the better.” The couple saw an opportunity to
support everyday heroes by giving to UMB’s Food for Our Front Lines initiative. Their
donation provided UMB’s front-line employees with a week’s worth of lunches from
Baltimore restaurants, expressing gratitude to those having the most impact on the
community while also supporting local businesses.
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Pete and Eileen Buzy exemplify UMB partnership in many ways — as a student, a
BioPark core tenant, a UMBF trustee, and dedicated supporters of the CEC. The
Buzys sees themselves as catalysts for getting the word out about the great things
UMB is doing, from community engagement to the quality of research. Through the
generous philanthropic investments the Buzys have made in UMB and West
Baltimore, they continue to do just that.

For more information on how you can touch lives and change the trajectory of
children and families growing up in poverty and vulnerable situations in West
Baltimore, visit: https://umaryland.givecorps.com/causes/1401-umb-community-
engagement-center

To support UMB’s COVID-19 response, visit :
https://umaryland.givecorps.com/causes/16586-covid-19-response

Spread the love

Philanthropy in a Time of
Pandemic


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Kate Ostrowski, MPP, is the associate director, foundation operations
and compliance, and board relations, in the Office of Philanthropy at
the University of Maryland, Baltimore.
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Philanthropy in a Time of
Pandemic

 Office of Philanthropy Staff  July 8, 2020  3 min read

SUPPORT UMB’S INCREASING EFFORTS TO ADDRESS THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

he time for bold action is now! Please consider joining UMB’s battle
against COVID-19.
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The role and impact of philanthropy is a subject of considerable interest in the face of
the novel coronavirus pandemic. Not surprisingly, there has been a surge of response
by donors to address the myriad pressing needs arising out of the crisis. Funding is
being generously provided to underwrite intensified research, enhance testing,
provide more and better personal protective equipment (PPE), improve access to
medical intervention for underserved populations, and help with inevitable
unanticipated needs.

These all remain high priorities as the challenge of understanding, preventing, and
treating COVID-19 plays out around the world. The University of Maryland, Baltimore
(UMB), along with other institutions throughout the United States, has experienced an
inflow of charitable investment from well-meaning people and organizations seeking
to mitigate the health care and economic emergency.

Long recognized for its prowess and leadership in combating infectious diseases
around the globe, UMB and its extensive cohort of experts have come to the fore in
the COVID-19 pandemic. The Institute of Human Virology (IHV), the Center for
Vaccine Development and Global Health (CVD), and the Institute for Genome
Sciences (IGS) are prominently represented in the core of medical/scientific
authorities who are shaping the strategy to attack COVID-19 in Maryland and beyond.

The challenge going forward is to secure adequate resources to augment insufficient
federal and state subsidies. The University and its partner, the University of Maryland
Medical Center, are experiencing untold millions of dollars in losses. If unaddressed,
those deficits will create long-term austerity, resulting in diminished institutional
capacity to pursue UMB’s multifaceted mission.

UMB is the
beneficiary of
continued
generosity closely
related to the
COVID-19
pandemic. There is
heightened interest
in supporting the
University’s highly
proficient and
widely acclaimed
research. Many

School of Nursing colleagues deliver homemade face coverings to the
University of Maryland Medical Center.
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You MADE It Happen
 July 8, 2020  3 min read

In less than two months, over $300,000 was raised by 1,689 donors, matched
by the UMB Foundation, for student relief across the University of Maryland,
Baltimore’s (UMB) six professional schools and interdisciplinary Graduate
School. These emergency funds were established to assist students
experiencing unexpected personal crisis due to the COVID-19 pandemic by
providing emergency funding after alternative sources of funding have been
explored. To continue this support, click here.
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Courtney Ann Kehoe Thomas, BSN ’66, gives back to the University of
Maryland School of Nursing bysponsoring materials for student projects in the
Community Public Health master’s program. The $1,500-a-year donation has
funded many projects over the years, most recently including those at
community sites such as My Sister’s Place Women’s Center, the UMB
Community Engagement Center, and Our Daily Bread in Baltimore.

A $100,000 pledge from entrepreneur Michael Bronfein established the new
Haladay Memorial Endowed Annual Lectureship for the Medical Cannabis MS
program. Students in the nation’s first and only medical cannabis program will
benefit from an annual lecture from an esteemed leader in the field thanks to the
endowed lectureship.

Through the support of 14 members of the University of Maryland Francis King
Carey School of Law’s Board of Visitors,the Honorable Elijah E. Cummings ’76
Scholarship Endowment was endowed at the $50,000-plus level in a matter of
weeks, and we are incredibly excited to welcome the inaugural Cummings
Scholar to the Carey School of Law this fall. To learn more about the Cummings
Scholarship Endowment, click here.

You Can MAKE It Happen

Food insecurity is a major hurdle many students across the nation face on their
way to achieving an education. The UMB Student Pantry, opening during the fall
2020 semester, will be a consistent, centralized place for UMB students to
privately access dry goods, nonperishables, and personal hygiene items. A gift
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of $5,000 will stock the pantry for a month, helping students to start the
semester with the support they need to excel. To learn more, click here.

The Community and Public Health
Environmental Initiative at the
University of Maryland School of
Nursing, originally funded by Mary
Catherine Bunting, MS ’72, CRNP,
RN, in 2016, supports work with
Baltimore Early Head Start
programs, filling important gaps in
necessary services for Baltimore’s
youth and their families. A $15,000
gift will provide vision
screening training and certification for staff (two) and clinical instructors
(three) so that all sites are able to provide vision screenings. A $2,500 gift will
provide support for Eco-Healthy Child Care certification, including training for
RN to BSN and MSN students.

As the Women, Leadership, & Equality Program (WLE) at the University of
Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law approaches its 20th anniversary,
we are grateful for the growing support of alumni and friends who are stepping
up to make an investment in the program. A $25,000-plus commitment to
WLE will help us grow our endowment to support a full-time managing
director and ensure we are well-positioned to enhance our curricular offerings
and provide mentoring, networking, leadership training, and other professional
development opportunities for our students, alumni, and broader legal
community for years to come. To learn more about WLE and the Women’s
Leadership Circle, click here.

A $25,000 investment in the University of MarylandSchool of Pharmacy’s
Peter Lamy Center on Drug Therapy and Aging will support clinical initiatives
to improve the delivery and quality of pharmaceutical care for older adults with
multiple chronic conditions so they can remain in their homes.

Spread the love
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