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Written by Tara Wink, Historical Collections Librarian and Archivist

April is National Poetry Month, an appropriate time to dig into historical collections to celebrate the
literary talents of past members of the UMB community. Despite UMB’s deep roots in medicine and
other health related fields, Historical Collections materials reveal an appreciation for the arts among
faculty, students, and staff alike. For example, Historical Collections houses a well-loved copy of The
University Ode, a piece written for the Alumni Association.

UNIVERSITY ODE.

Alma Parens, jam annorum
Honoribus coronata !
Caput charum candidumque
Dii large benedicant.

Tibi quee dedisti nobis
Dona verbis permajora,
Sicut die longe acta
Rursus fidem obligamus.

Diem bene recordamur
Qua stetimus trepidantes
In theatro constipato

Ut honores accepturi.

Quamvis tempus tractaverit,
Aulas tuas post relictas,
Nos omnino male—semper
Aspectu tui recreamur.

Quid non tibi faceremus,
Mater ? fama est eadem,
Conglomeremus bona, vitam
Produceremus aurea victu.

Sis preeclara ! sis perpetua !
Inopinatee gloriee surgas !
Surgant turresque ad astra,
Radiisque sol collustret !

The piece started out as a poem in Latin written by Dr.
Eugene F. Cordell, then Librarian and Professor of the
History of Medicine at the University of Maryland School of
Medicine. Dr. Eugene Fauntleroy Cordell was born in
Charlestown, WV in June 1843. He served in the
Confederate Army during the Civil War and attended the
University of Maryland School of Medicine after his
discharge, graduating in 1868. Following graduation, he
held various positions in Baltimore hospitals and held a
private practice; co-founded the Women’s Medical College
in Baltimore; co-edited the Maryland Medical Journal; and
authored A Historical Sketch of the University of Maryland
(1891), Medical Annals of Maryland (1903), and The
University of Maryland, 1807-1907 (1907). He joined the
faculty of the University of Maryland in 1903 and wrote the
Ode around 1905.

The music to The University Ode was composed by Dr.
Theodore Hemberger. Dr. Hemberger was born in
Bruchsal, Germany in 1871. His first piece was composed at
the young age of ten. He studied music privately and
conducted his first orchestra by age eighteen, after which
he was sent to study law in Berlin. While in Berlin his
musical talents were once again discovered and he was
invited to study at the Hochschule fur Musik. In 1893 he
met Emma Conrad, a singer from Scranton, PA. He fell in
love and followed her to the United States, marrying her in
1894. In 1903 he moved to Baltimore to become director

of the Germania Mannerchor, which was founded in 1856.
While director of the Mannerchor he also composed and
performed in H.L Mencken’s Saturday Night Club (1904-

The University Ode words by Dr. Eugene F. Cordell,
Music by Dr. Theodore Hemberger. Latin texts,
1905, from Old Maryland, January 1905.
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1950) and taught violin as a faculty member at the Peabody
Conservatory of Music (1910-1915). Dr. Hemberger also served
as director of the University of Maryland Musical Association

from 1903 to 1907.
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Unfortunately, membership in the organization dwindled and by

1907 the club disbanded.

0 Fostering Parent, honor-crowned

With years untarnished in the past,
Thy dear and hoary head renowned

May now the gods commend broadeast.

To thee, those gifts thy love us gave
Surpassing speech we offer now,

As once agaln tho’ years enslave
With hearts full leal we thee endow.

And well do we the day recall

In which with trembling form we stood,
Our honors to receive, 1n hall

Then filled with friends in gladsome mood.

Altho’ since from thy halls we went,
Time may have used us wholly ill
And naught save disappointment sent,
Thy presence e'er doth glad us still.

O Mother, what would we with song
For thee not do? Demands thy fame
On thee good things to heap, and strong
Support bestow as suits thy name,

Renowned be thou! . E’erlasting,- too!

Yea, mount to heights thou dost not-dream!

Thy towers teach .celestial view ;
The Sun’s effulgence ’round thee heam !

University Ode, translated by Dr. Eugene Lee

Crutchfield, 1908. Old Maryland, August-September

1908.

Musical Association Members from 1906 Terra

Mariae Yearbook.
The University Ode was adopted by the University’s
Alumni Association as the official song of the school in
1907. The Ode was performed live in April 1906 by Dr.
Hemberger and the Germania Mannerchor, signaling the
start of the Centennial Celebrations, which continued
through 1907. During the Centennial Celebrations, Dr.
Cordell was given an honorary degree of Master of Arts
for his scholarly contributions; The Ode was mentioned as
an important part of these contributions during the
awards ceremony. It was featured in the 1907
Commencement exercises and in 1908 Dr. Eugene Lee
Crutchfield, School of Medicine, Class of 1887, translated
the Ode from Latin to English. After the fanfare of the
Centennial Celebrations, The University Ode seems to
have been forgotten.

The copy in Historical Collections dates to 1905 and is part
of Dr. Cordell’s papers available in the department.
Beginning in October 1905 copies of The University Ode,
like the one in Historical Collections, were available at
Krantz’s Music Store at 7 West Fayette Street, Baltimore.
Copies sold for 30 cents.
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