Dental-Pharmacy Library Artwork Collection
Dates Created: 
1505-1956 and undated
Extent: 
.42 Linear Feet
Creators: 
Dental-Pharmacy Library, University of Maryland, Baltimore; University of Maryland, Baltimore. Health Sciences and Human Services Library
Subjects: 
Dentistry in art; Dentistry--Caricatures and cartoons; Art
Abstract: 
The Dental-Pharmacy Artwork Collection was curated by librarians in the Dental and Pharmacy Library and then by Librarians in the Health Sciences and Human Services Library when campus libraries were merged in the 1960s. The collection contains engravings, prayer cards, wood cuts, as well as photographs and reproductions or artwork depicting dentists and dental procedures.
Administrative History: 
The Dental-Pharmacy Library was one of several University of Maryland, Baltimore (UMB) campus libraries that existed prior to the 1960s. The library collected artwork relating to dentistry and pharmacy. The library documented these pieces in the Dental-Pharmacy Artwork Accession book beginning in 1942 until 1965. Most of the artwork depicted dentists, dental procedures, and dental history. 

The Dental Library traced its history to 1845 when founder Chapin A. Harris allowed his private collection of 300 volumes to be used as the library for the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery (BCDS). In 1923 the BCDS and the Department of Dentistry at UMB merged. Dean J. Ben Robinson gathered all volumes for both schools and housed the books in the Medical School Library in Davidge Hall. A few years later (1926), the dental books were moved back to the Dental School, and a librarian was hired. The dental librarian oversaw the newly formed Clarence J. Grieves Library Foundation. 

The Maryland College of Pharmacy created a Library Committee in 1859; its library was on the first floor of the college’s building. In 1904, the College of Pharmacy merged with the School of Medicine, becoming a department within the school. In 1927 the School of Pharmacy moved out of Davidge Hall and into their own building and hired a librarian. 

In 1940 the Dental and Pharmacy libraries began sharing one space with one librarian, becoming the Dental-Pharmacy Library. In 1960 a new Health Sciences Library opened at 111 S. Greene Street; it combined all the school libraries, apart from the Law School’s library.

Scope and Content: 
1 box, 29 Folders; Dental-Pharmacy Art Collection Oversized Drawer (5), 5 oversized folders

This collection contains artwork of various types organized by accession numbers assigned by the librarians of the Pharmacy-Dental Library. Artwork is stored in 1 box and oversized artwork is in an oversized drawer (number 5, Dental-Pharmacy Art Collection Oversized Drawer). 

See the excel spreadsheet for a  container list.
Arrangement: 
Most pieces have an accession number from the Dental-Pharmacy Library Accession Book, dated 1942-1965. Accession numbers include an alphabetical indication of one of the following: A, which corresponds to originals; R, which corresponds to photographs or other reproductions; and S, which corresponds to dental advertisements. The items are separated by size with smaller items being in a box and larger items being in the Dental-Pharmacy Art Collection Drawer (oversized drawer 5). Items are arranged with those with an accession number beginning with A first, followed by R, then S; items that do not have an accession number are last. 
Access Restrictions: 
Collection is open for research. When possible, researchers should use the digitized versions of the artwork found in the Dentistry Illustrations Collection in the HSHSL’s Digital Archive. 
Language: 
English, Italian, German, French
Custodial History: 
This collection was curated first by the librarians of the Dental-Pharmacy Library at the University of Maryland, Baltimore and then by the librarians of the Health Sciences and Human Services Library when campus libraries were combined in the 1960s. The accession book begins in 1942 and includes items received before that year up to 1965. 
Acquisition: 
The collection was established through the purchase of individual items from booksellers as well as through donations. The container list includes the provenance, when known, for each piece.
Related Collections and Materials: 
The Dentistry Illustrations Digital Collection, HSHSL Digital Archive
The Saint Apollonia Artworks Digital Collection, HSHSL Digital Archive 
Dental-Pharmacy Library Artwork Collection, HSHSL Historical Collections, Finding aid linked
Saint Apollonia Artwork Collection, HSHSL Historical Collections, Finding aid linked
Processing Information: 
The Dental-Pharmacy Library Artwork Collection was processed by Tara Wink, Historical Collections Librarian and Archivist in 2025. 
