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SULRICA B

ARPICLE 1 General Principles: The good of the patient is the prinsgy
and eaiv concsra of practitisners of the healing art., That end can be accomplished
anly if o qualified physician dlagnoses the patient’s condition, prescribes fer tha

sopdlition, and sdzinisbers She indlcated therapy or trestment, Such a quelified

porsen can osnly ba a physiclan with adequats medlcel elucation end traininz, Tha

towe of the saveral stabes recogplze this fact eand provide that enly 2 pereon licansal

-

te praciics medicine and surpsry withouti restriction cer legnlly disgnoms, prescribe

for, or sdmiainlter for anv husan allmens without restriciicn of method of diagmesia,

9.-!

vreseribing, or trestment, Yswerer, 2 physician legeily may delagate these po nas
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inform the physical therapist fully conceralpg the treatment and should give detoiled
instruetions on how to bring about the desired results. The physician should exercige
direct pupervinion over the treaiment adminigtered at lesst to thae extent thab be,

the physician, is availedble to cbsarve the patient and to alter the prescription for
treatment according Yo the needs of the patient, For the physicien properiy te
oxergise direct supervision of & treaiment he has prescrided, he most have conitimued
clooe contact with the physical therepist by whom his pstient ig being treated. It
world not geewm therefore, that direct supervision Can bs szevcised by the physician

i{ the physicsl therapist operates an office of his ox .her own where he or shas
purports to siminister the treatmeat prescrined by the physician.

Section 2, TWith the foraegolng vrinciples in mind, it must be empbasized
that disgbosis of the patliont's cordition end the setermining and prescribing of
physical therspy and rehabilitation treatment is the responsibllity of the physician
emt egronot snd mst not be assumed by & physical therapist and the adminiastration of
the trestment by & physica) theraplist must not exceesd the limitas of the inastructions
given by the physician, The vhysical theraplist, however, ehould make known to the
physician promptly any changes he or she obuscrves in a patient's condition that may
he significent for the physlicien’s evelnation, furiher exzamination, snd further
inatrunctions. Yurthsrmors, sdministration of the trestwert prescribed by the vhyvsiclan
cannot be applied under any circumstances thet inhkibit or stultify direct supervisiea

by the physicien,

ARTICLE ITXI. Responsibility of the Faysical Therapist to the Patisnd:
Section 1. Information of & confidential natare regarding patients galined from 2

source whatseevey mist be consldered 2 asacred 4rust by the physicel thereplst and
should bs well guazisd at all timss, The physical Shermolist phovld be Aiscrast zad
saetfu) in all dealinze with the pobtient.

Section 2. The physloel thoraplsi meed avrols 2ll actions or sbnlensnte

whiah in any wey nighnd e constirmed bp Yha pablend as erlticism of the phveic)an



in charge or his handling of the case. Likewlao, digparsging remarks ox lwpiicationg
conternlng professional so-workers, partlowderly thowe wle previocusly have deal:
with %he patlient, should be ztudiouzsly svolded.

Section 3, BSpecific shalements concerning the oatlient s progacsic shall

be zads only by the physician in charge sand weder 02 slrownatances sheald Yo mads

by the physicsl tharaniah.
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MARYLAND CHAPTER MEETING
Yovember L, 1953

A meeting of the Maryland Chapter was attended in Baltimore with 17
members present. This was called to discuss membership in the American
Registry of Physical Therapists as related to their Code of Ethics. Mias
Haskell desoribed the various types and purposes of professional organiz-
ations and the structure of the American Physical Therapy Asesociation and
the Registry.

The members present were concerned about the lack of representation
of physical therapists in determining policies of the Reglistry. At the
ssme time they feel a need for soms type of National registration. At the
end of the evening's discussion it was decided to contact other American
Physical Therapy Association Chapters regarding interest in recommending
that the Americmn Fhysical Therapy Assoclation establish its own registry.

There is a difficult problem within the state of three physical therapy
organizations == The Maryland Society, The Maryland Reglstiry and the American
Physicel Therapy Association Chapter. The Soclety is composed of licensed
physical therapists who do not share the same purposes as American Physical
Therapy Association. The Registry was created for those sharing the same
purpose, that is, American Physlecal Thérapy Association menbers and those
ethical but irregularly trained who are not eligible for membership. Many
American Physical Therapy Assoclation members belong to the Reglstry and
joint meetings are held. It must be emphasized that separate business meetings

of the Amorican Physical Therapy Association Chapter should be held with
Chapter officers presinding.

Mary ¥, Haaskell
Associate Executive Director

American Physical Therapy Association
1790 Brogydwav, Mew Yoxx),z 19, W, Y.
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November 10, 1953

Miss Rebecca Hastings
President

Maryland Chapter

1508 Pentridge Road
Baltimore 12, Maryland

Dear Becky:

It was a pleasure to be at the Maryland Chapter meeting
and I feel a good opportunity to start some understanding
of our Association. Next time I hope to spend more time
on just American Physical Therapy Association.

I recognize the many singular problems which you have there
but feel sure they will gradually work out. In a state such
as yours, where meetings are held in one city, it is always
worth while to plan for at least one meeting a year on Satur-
day for the benefit of those out-of-towmn. Sometimes the
results hardly seem worth the effort but I am convinced we
have to make the effort regulariy. Maybe you have tried this
in the past but maybe the Executive Committee would be willing
to try it amnually. Otherwise, 'Im sure your're on the right
track and are gaining support and understanding.

I do appreciate the very delightful hospitality of the Chapter
tendered through you and I also know that you had a large part

in it. It was very nice for me to have btusiness combined with

pleasure. Many thanks and please let us know how we may help
further.

Enclosed is a copy of my revort for our files.

Best wishes to you and the Chapter always.

Sincerely yours,

)7447:—5‘1/
Mary E. Haskell

MEH :ne Associate FExecutive Director
enc.
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