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The Kahlert Foundation:
Philanthropy Moves Basic Science
Research Forward

 Sarah Bradley  March 5, 2020  3 min read

reg and Roberta Kahlert believe that philanthropic support of basic
science research is critical to laying the groundwork for the
discoveries that bring us closer to finding preventions and cures for

some of today’s most pressing medical mysteries.

“There is such a need for this basic, fundamental research,” says Greg Kahlert,
president of The Kahlert Foundation, “but the government and other institutions aren’t
able to fully fund it or require at least some initial data.”

Roberta and Greg Kahlert

  

https://spotlight.umaryland.edu/category/winter-2020/
https://spotlight.umaryland.edu/author/sbradley/
https://spotlight.umaryland.edu/author/sbradley/
https://spotlight.umaryland.edu/
https://spotlight.umaryland.edu/


Since 2015, The Kahlert Foundation has funded approximately $1 million in general
research support and seed funding that enables University of Maryland School of
Medicine physicians and scientists to gather preliminary data, support hypotheses,
and make the connections that accelerate basic science research. The foundation
has spread its grant funding widely, supporting the work of at least six principal
investigators in the areas of depression, alcohol abuse, pain, cancer immunotherapy,
and basic research resources. 

New microscope equipment funded by The
Kahlert Foundation helps to optimize tumor cell
capture and analysis for Stuart Martin, PhD,
professor in the Department of Physiology, who is
conducting research on individualized drug
treatments to reduce metastasis. Another Kahlert
grant supports researchers in the Fannie Angelos
Cellular Therapeutics Laboratory. It provides
equipment for the cleanroom manufacturing suite
to produce cell-based immunotherapies for Aaron
Rapoport, MD, professor in the Department of
Medicine and the Gary Jobson Professor in
Medical Oncology, and funding for a research
technician for Curt Civin, MD, professor, associate
dean for research, and director of the Center for
Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine,
who is working to enhance the production of therapeutic cancer cells.

The Kahlerts’ support of the Department of Physiology is a prime example of their
funding strategy at work: investment in the underpinnings of medical research to
move innovative research forward. After meeting Scott Thompson, PhD, professor
and chair of physiology, in 2014, the Kahlerts toured his lab, which included a hands-
on opportunity to experience a research project. The visit inspired The Kahlert
Foundation to support the General Physiology Research Fund. 

In 2018, The Kahlert Foundation funded the continuation of Thompson’s work on a
new, fast-acting treatment for depression. The result was the novel, patentable
compound NCGC-43. Next, the Kahlerts maximized the NCGC-43 funding with a
grant in 2019 to explore the potential of NCGC-43 to treat alcoholism.

“Philanthropy helps to fill the gap between generating an idea and obtaining sufficient
data and results so that we can make a strong application to larger funding

Greg Kahlert in Dr. Scott Thompson’s
lab.
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organizations,” Thompson says. “Nobody is going to give you the money and the
resources unless you can show that you are equipped to do the work. Funding from
The Kahlert Foundation and others fills that vital gap for us.”

The Kahlert Foundation also has propelled basic science research in the Department
of Neurosurgery by funding the work of Charles Sansur, MD, and J. Marc Simard,
MD, PhD, on the therapeutic potential of repurposing an existing diabetes drug as a
safe, non-addicting, non-opioid medication for neuropathic pain.

“We want to be a participant in finding cures, and we understand that it can take time
to find them,” Greg Kahlert says. “We understand that by funding basic science
research today, we have the opportunity to contribute to solving medicine’s big
challenges.”
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At the 2019 Founders Week Gala, then-UMB President Jay Perman (far right)
presented the inaugural Catalyst for Excellence Awards to (from left) Harry Knipp,
Robert Ord, Robert Kim, Beth O’Connell, Terry Gyi, Betsy Krieger, and David Kandel
for their outstanding commitment to philanthropy and progress at the University.

The UMB CURE Scholars Program now serves over 100 scholars across five cohorts
of students from sixth through 10th grade. The scholars, their families, mentors, and
staff commemorated this milestone and their academic success at the Winter
Wonderland celebration.
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UMB Confronts Chronic Pain. In 2019, UMB experts engaged the community in
conversation around chronic pain and the interdisciplinary research being conducted
to find solutions.

After 14 years, Richard Barth, PhD, MSW, is stepping down as dean of the University
of Maryland School of Social Work at the end of the 2019-2020 academic year and
will transition into a faculty position. To honor his impact on the social work profession,
lead donors and Dean Barth and his brothers have created the Richard P. Barth
Professorship in Children’s Services Research.
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In 2019, the University of Maryland School of Nursing celebrated 130 years of impact
on nursing education and its continued leadership in the state and around the world.
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An International Interprofessional
Partnership: UMB and the
University of Haifa

 Mary T. Phelan and Kate Tafelski  March 5, 2020  2 min read

hat does the University of Maryland, Baltimore (UMB) have in
common with a university half a world away? On a trip to Israel in
2013, then-UMB President Jay A. Perman, MD, saw the potential for

partnership between UMB and the University of Haifa (UH) based upon a shared
passion for academic excellence and social engagement in their communities
and around the world. 

Since then, 100 students and faculty have participated in the UMB-UH Partnership,
which involves community-based, interdisciplinary training that fosters collaboration

From left, Abba Poliakoff, Leonard Attman, Jay Perman, and Steve Dubin helped celebrate the UMB-University of Haifa
Partnership.


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across professions and cultures, informs civic awareness, and develops cultural
competencies that students will incorporate into their professional practice. 

The partnership is bidirectional. It allows students from UH and the UMB schools of
social work, law, and nursing to go overseas and learn local approaches that promote
the participation of diverse populations around shared civic and social concerns.
Students of both countries return home more prepared to serve their communities in
their professional capacities and to engage in collaborative community projects that
enhance social justice and reduce social, economic, and health disparities.

“Traveling to Israel and participating in the interprofessional global health experience
reinvigorated my passion for working in the Baltimore community,” says Rachael
Parran, MS, BSN, RN, a doctoral student in the School of Nursing. “I learned that our
world is large and our cultures may be different but we can learn from each other to
improve the conditions in our own communities, and that working collaboratively with
other disciplines is an effective approach to tackling complex issues.”

These experiences would not be possible without the philanthropic support of donors
such as Leonard Attman; Alvin Katz, CPA; Abba Poliakoff, JD; and Steve Dubin, JD,
who collectively hosted a gathering of friends and supporters celebrating the
partnership between the two institutions.

Traveling to Israel and participating in the
interprofessional global health experience reinvigorated
my passion for working in the Baltimore community.“”
RACHAEL PARRAN, SCHOOL OF NURSING DOCTORAL STUDENT

Jahmya Ross, MSW ’18, and other students talked about how their experiences in Israel informed their
education and practice.
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