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MEMORANDUM ON PHYSICAL THERAPY ACT

I Definitions and Powers of the Board of Physical Therapy Examiners

The Physical Therapy Aet, according to its title, is en aot to llicense
and regulate the practise of physieal therapy and provide "pemalties for the
unatthorised prastice of physieal therapy" and for the illegal use of the title
"Phyeical Therapist".

For the purposes of the Aet physiesl therspy is defined in sec., 531 as
the " treatanent of hmman ijjuries, diseases, or disabilities by means of the
healing properties of exercise, massage, ultra-violet rays, mechanisal devices,
m' ..1" m. 11“‘. “‘.T, ﬂl‘ .lnm.‘w ..'..

S8ec. 6532 defines a Physical Therapist as one who treats human diseases,
injuries or disabilities by Physical Therapys Sueh physical therapist treats
only patients diagnosed and referred by licensed medical doctors, treats for

fees and meets the qualifications for training and experience as set forth

in the Aet,

The Govermor is given the authority to appoint & § man board for purposes
of examining, llcemsing and controlling those who are llcensed by means of
revoking the license of any Physioal Therapist violating the sote The Board
is also given authority teo prohibit anyone not so licensed from using eny title
such as "F.T." or "any other words, letters of symbols approved by the State
Board of Physical Therapy Exsminers indicating that he or she is a licensed
%‘: Therapist in this State ««-=, olations sre middemeaners subjeet

a

® not to exoeed §100s00s (emphasis supplied)

Clearly, then, the Aect only regulates those whe are licensed or those
who hold themselves out to the public as being licensed when they are not se
licensed. It does nothing to prohibit enyone, regardless of experience, from
practioing physiotherapy so long as such person dees not use the term "P.7."
or other werds or symbols approved by the Board,

Il Chirppractic Amendment

The Chiropractie Act whieh is part of the Maryland Code Art. 435, Health,
regulating the Chiropractors, defines Chiropractic as & "drugless health system' --."
The practiee of Chirepractic is defined as "diagnosis, the lecatior of disoligned
or displaced vertabrae of the human spinal column, the procedure preparatory
te and the adjustment a hand of sush misellizned or displaced vertabrae of
the spinal columm and iculations, by eny method not including the use
of drugs, surgery or obstetrios, nor any branch of medicine, --==." (emphasis
lupynods :

An amendment to this Aet was introduced in the legislature this yeer which
would add te the definition of the practiece of Chirppractie the following ex-
oeptiony "ee= providing that nothing herein contained shall be construed to

prohibit the use any licensed Chiropractor of all necessary electrical
mechanioal, dletetie and sanitray ueasures inoident To the eare of the human
body." (emphasis supplied)

This amendment was defeated but the Chirppractors were successful in
having an amendment placed on the Physical Therspy Act which provided thet
nothing in the Physical Therapy Aot was to be construed "to smend the lews
relating to the prastice of Chirpprectie,===-== or to prohibit Chiropractors
from practicing physical therspy in their practice as Chiropractors."



s

It is obvious thet, had the emendment to their Aot passed, the Chirepractors
would have placed the entire field of physical therapy within their omn juris-
aA0uAeR n&“ naving to eomply Wi th the regulations of the Physical Therapy
Act which provides that Physical Theraplsts treat only those patients diainosed
and referred by licensed medicel dootors.

The present status of the Chiroprastie Act, fortunately, has not beem
changed by the Physieal Therapy Act, because the Chiropractors cannet do, by
means of another Aet, what their own Aet prohibits them from doing.

This, however, must not be taken as en exouse for relexing vigilence. It
is a very strong indication of their esims and iz a part of their nationewide
canmpalzn to expend their own intereats and absorb physical therspy.

II1 The Medical Practice Act

The Medical Frectice Aot whioch is also a part of the Maryland Code, Title
43, Health, licenses and regulates the prectice of ¥edieine in Maryland through
the Medical and Chirurgical Facultye The Act, first passed in 1862, added an
anendment in 1908 which is secs 139 of Article 435, This sestion provides in
part as follows: "Any person shall be regarded as precticing medicine wi thin
the meaning of this sub~title who shall append to his or her name, with the
intent thereby to imply that he or she is engaged in the art or science of
healing, or in the prastice of medicine in any of its branches, or who shall ==e
prefess te heal, preseribe for, or otherwise treat ayy physical «==e ailment
of another, or who shall for hire or for any gratuity or compensation, either
direstly or indireetly te him or her pald, undertake by any applisnce, oppration
or treatment of whatever nature, to oure, heal or treat any bodily ==—e-e
ailment of snothery =---- but nothing herein contained shall be censtrued to
apply ===== to masseurs, or other mamual manipulators whe use no other means;",
Provision is mede for the police commissioners of Baltimore City and the
sheriff of each county in the State to report to the State's Attorney sll cases
of widlation of the provisions of this subetitle. It is the duty of the
seoretary of the State Board to investigate and institute all prosecutions or
preceedings where such vielations ecccur,

At this time, under the hesding "Physiotherapists” in the olassified

seotion of the clty telephone directory, 18 physiotherapists are listed as
"Dr.", without any other qualifying symbels.

IV Conclusions:

The physical therapists, in this State and throughout the country, whe
are interssted in the welfare of the patient, will take only those patients
referred by licensed medicel dootors. Patients coming to them do not need
the protection sought throu:h wuch measures as the Physical Therapy Act.

Physical Therepy ls, in every sense of the term, & branch of physical
medicine and as such as should have the full support of the medicsl profession.
The Physical Therapy Act provides that a!l those licensed, shall treat only
patients diagnosed and referred by medical doctors. This provision is not
to proteet the doetor, the physicel therapist or the profession. It, as well
as the Medical Practice Aot, is to proteet the health snd welfare of the publie
by sssuring the individusl that when he needs diegnosis and treatment, he is
going to & persor who is in feot a member of the nedical profession or one
who has been trained and approved by the medical prefession,

This presupposes also that a medicsl men, not familier whth the physieal



therapy field, but wighing his patient to have physical therspy treetudnt, will
feel safe in recommending sny licensed physiocal therapist.

To assure to the public, the medier]l profession, and the patient, the
facilities for such treatment, the Physical Therspy Board of Exeminers
ghould consist of at least 3 licensed medical men familier with problems and
needs attending the use of physical therspy in the treatment of "human injuries,
diseases, or digabllities.”

The next session of the legislature in 1949 will, no doubt, egain bring
bills to amend the Chiropractic Aect and probably slso to mmend the Physical
Therapy Acte DBSecause of the terrifle political pressure inviélved in sush
legislation 1t is urgently recormended that the Medical and Chirurgical Feculty
meke known to all its members the provisions of the ledical Practice Aot,
the other Aets which have tended to take away from the jurisdiction of the
medienl profession, the protection of public health, end so amend the Medieal
Practice Aet as to definitely make physical therspy a part of physiesl medicine.




