Working for Social Justice in a Socially &
Ethnically Contested Context




Social Justice in the West

* From Group Specific to Universal Human Rights
e Synthesized Religious & Secular Ideologies

* Linked to Equality, Freedom, & Democracy &
The Concept of a Social Contract



Longstanding Assumptions

Social Justice = Greater Social Equality
Social Justice & Freedom are Complementary

Social Justice Requires the Reduction of BOTH
Economic & Socio-Cultural Differences

Social Justice & Multiculturalism are Compatible

There is a Single Definition of Social Justice



Social Justice in U.S. History

* Conquest & Genocide of Indigenous People
* Persistent Nativism & Racism
e Debate Over “Who is an American?”

e Persistence of Conflicting Concepts of Justice



Responses to Diversity in the U.S.

Coerced Assimilation: The “Melting Pot”
Legal & De Facto Segregation: Separate & Unequal
Cultural Pluralism: Society as a “Mosaic”

Pseudo-Meritocracy: A “Color-Blind” Society



HOW TO APPLY JUSTICE CONCEPTS TO
ADDRESS BOTH INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS &
GROUP INEQUALITIES




HOW TO DEVELOP SOCIALLY JUST
POLICIES WHEN THE MEANING OF
SOCIAL JUSTICE IS CONTESTED



Approaches to Justice
. Equal Rights & Opportunities (“Fair Play”)

. Distribution Based on “Merit” or Productivity

. Distribution Based on Individual Needs

. Distribution Based on Status

. Group Compensation for Historical Injustices
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Racial Inequality
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Racial Inequalities in Wealth

FIGURE 7

fadian Net Werth, by Race/Ethnicity, 2011
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Mote: Househalds headed by Cther Races had a net worth of $19,023 {or $7,113 excluding home equity).
source: U5, Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, 2008 Panel, Wave 10.






Poverty Rates by Race and Hispanic
Origin: 1959 to 2010
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Poverty among African Americans

" African Americans are 2 ) times more
likely to be poor. 10-12% live in “deep
poverty.” Problem exists at all life stages.

Example: A “Tale of Two States”

= Poverty in MD is ~“10%; in Baltimore ~“25%

" Child poverty in MD is over 13%. In
Baltimore = 38%. In Washington, DC = 43%
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o-Economic Inequ
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Income Inequality

Chart 2. Median weekly earnings of full-time wage and salary workers, by sex, race, and Hispanic or Latino
ethnicity, 2010 annual .weragesT
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MOTE: Persons whose ethnicity is identified as Hispanic or Latino may be of any race.
SOURCE: U5, Bureau of Labor Statistics.




Persistence of Homophobia




Ageism across America

Ageism charges as percent of total charges in each state
e
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Note: Figures do not add up to 100 as individuals often file charges claiming multiple types of discrimination
Source: U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission




Religion-hased workplace complaints

Nationwide, complaints from workers over issues regarding religion
filed with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission have
more than doubled since 1997.
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SOURCE: Equal Employment Opportunity Commission THE PLAIN DEALER




Growing Economic Inequality
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Denial: Isolating the Unequal

INTERESTING.
THE GAP BETWNEEN
RICH AND PooR
IS NOT AS GREAT
AS WE THOUNT




Wealth Inequality:
Perception v. Reality

top 20%
second 20%
third 20% W

fourth 20%
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ACTUAL DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH

WHAT AMERICANS THINK IT I5
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Source: Michael |. Norton, Harvard Business School, Dan Ariely, Duke University

WHAT THEY WOULD LIKE ITTO BE




0 U.Se [Lamd
Was Divided
Like .S, Weallh

The Top 1%
Would Occupy 43%

The Next 9%
Would Occupy 40%

The Bottom 80%
Would Occupy 17%

Design and Nlustration
by Randy Cof¥oy
RCoffey.com

Statistics for the year 2010
Sourve: The Levy Economics Institute of Bard Collage
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Children’s Chances of Getting Ahead or Falling Behind by
Parents’ Family Income
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Source: (BPP based on Pew Economic Mobility and the American Dream Presentation
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities | cbpp.org



Increasing Political Inequality



http://www.bryangould.com/growing-inequality-can-be-seen-as-clever-politics/
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Money & Politics




Consequences of Unjust Policy




Widespread Hunger: 1/7




Chronic Homelessness
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Health & Mental Health Inequities

Access to health care
Psychosocial factors
Working conditions

Environmental exposure

Physical Health

Co D

Mental Health

Social Isolation/Support
Social Stress
Labelling




Health & Mental Health Inequities

Access to health care
Psychosocial factors

Working conditions
Environmental factors Physical Health
Residential Segregation

? Mental Health




U.S5. Poverty Rate Is High After Taxes and Transfers
Compared to Similarly Wealthy Countries™

Poverty rate according to common intemational standard, miid-2000s
P Before Taxes and Transfers B After Taxes and Transfers
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What is to Done?
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Challenge Our Basic Assumptions

1. Expansion of welfare state provision alone
cannot create a more just society

2. The current construction of the state is
inadequate to promote a more just society

3. Increased diversity may diminish support for
more socially just policies




Address New Realities

. Social & cultural divisions are more complex —
No longer on a “majority/minority” axis

. 215t C. social justice may not be compatible
with the ideology of the 20t C. welfare state.

. Economic, social, political, and cultural issues
can no longer be addressed separately.

. Social justice cannot be achieved based on
outdated assumptions about race and culture.



Realize that Virtual Participation

is Only a Partial Solution

POWER POWER
iIN THE 2OTH | 1IN THE 2 1ST
CENTURY... CENTURY.




Does Participation Matter?




Arnstein (1969) Ladder of citizen participation

Degrees of
citizen power

Placation

Degrees of

Consultation i
tokenism

Informing

No power

() .
!@g George Julian

“" Knowledge Transfer Consultancy



Respond to Social Exclusion

1. Social exclusion is the inevitable byproduct of
systems based on inequality & competition,
rather than equality, mutuality, reciprocity

2. Social policies can reduce/eliminate social
exclusion ONLY by challenging the structural &
institutional foundations of inequality

3. Participatory inclusiveness is a necessary but
insufficient condition to achieve social justice






Hold Vulnerable Populations Harmless
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Recognize the Importance of Mutuality

“In a real sense, all life
is interrelated. All
people are caught in
an inescapable network
of mutuality, tied in a
single garment of
destiny.”

" Strength o Love, 3963




at CommonH
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Self-actualization

Esteem

Need to love and be loved, to
belong and be accepted; need
to avoid loneliness and alienation

Love/belonging

Safety

Need to satisfy hunger and thirst

Physiological
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Promote Genuine Democratic Decision-
Making — See Justice as Means & End
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Discard Illlusions about Our Past




But Avoid Historical Amnesia

me
neither..

THE €nve OF HISTORY
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Democracy & Diversity
Are Compatible




dnly in a More Just So
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