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Social Justice in the West
• From Group Specific to Universal Human Rights

• Synthesized Religious & Secular Ideologies

• Linked to Equality, Freedom, & Democracy & 
The Concept of a Social Contract



Longstanding Assumptions
• Social Justice = Greater Social Equality

• Social Justice & Freedom are Complementary

• Social Justice Requires the Reduction of BOTH 
Economic & Socio-Cultural Differences

• Social Justice & Multiculturalism are Compatible

• There is a Single Definition of Social Justice



Social Justice in U.S. History 

• Conquest & Genocide of Indigenous People

• Persistent Nativism & Racism

• Debate Over “Who is an American?” 

• Persistence of Conflicting Concepts of Justice



Responses to Diversity in the U.S.

• Coerced Assimilation: The “Melting Pot”

• Legal & De Facto Segregation: Separate & Unequal

• Cultural Pluralism: Society as a “Mosaic”

• Pseudo-Meritocracy: A “Color-Blind” Society



HOW TO APPLY JUSTICE CONCEPTS TO 
ADDRESS BOTH INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS & 

GROUP INEQUALITIES

A PERSISTENT ISSUE:



HOW TO DEVELOP SOCIALLY JUST 
POLICIES WHEN THE MEANING OF 

SOCIAL JUSTICE IS CONTESTED

An Emerging Dilemma:



Approaches to Justice

1. Equal Rights & Opportunities (“Fair Play”)

2. Distribution Based on “Merit” or Productivity

3. Distribution Based on Individual Needs

4. Distribution Based on Status

5. Group Compensation for Historical Injustices





Racial Inequality



Race & Incarceration



Racial Inequalities in Wealth







Poverty among African Americans

 African Americans are 2 ½ times more 
likely to be poor.  10-12% live in “deep 
poverty.”  Problem exists at all life stages.

Example: A “Tale of Two States”

 Poverty in MD is ~10%; in Baltimore ~25%

 Child poverty in MD is over 13%. In 
Baltimore = 38%. In Washington, DC = 43%



Gender Inequality



THE “GLASS CEILING”



Socio-Economic Inequality

http://cahs.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/inequality-405x355.jpeg
http://cahs.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/inequality-405x355.jpeg


Income Inequality 



Persistence of Homophobia







Growing Economic Inequality



How Unequal is the U.S.?



Denial: Isolating the Unequal



Wealth Inequality: 
Perception v. Reality 



http://www.occupy.com/sites/default/files/medialibrary/US-land-wealth-2d1299e2acd1f2bf4348199044175877_0.jpg
http://www.occupy.com/sites/default/files/medialibrary/US-land-wealth-2d1299e2acd1f2bf4348199044175877_0.jpg


Illusion of Equal Opportunity



29



Increasing Political Inequality

http://www.bryangould.com/growing-inequality-can-be-seen-as-clever-politics/
http://www.bryangould.com/growing-inequality-can-be-seen-as-clever-politics/


Money & Politics



Consequences of Unjust Policy



Widespread Hunger: 1/7



Chronic Homelessness

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOPytpGr_sYCFQGUDQodtPoFIw&url=http://3dprint.com/2040/3d-print-homes-fix-homelessness/&ei=BLq3VePgOIGoNrT1l5gC&bvm=bv.98717601,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNHlW-YGI1MyL7CRM_desTUaeCDvLg&ust=1438190448898039
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOPytpGr_sYCFQGUDQodtPoFIw&url=http://3dprint.com/2040/3d-print-homes-fix-homelessness/&ei=BLq3VePgOIGoNrT1l5gC&bvm=bv.98717601,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNHlW-YGI1MyL7CRM_desTUaeCDvLg&ust=1438190448898039


Health & Mental Health Inequities

SES

Mental Health

Physical Health

Social Isolation/Support
Social Stress

Labelling

Access to health care
Psychosocial factors
Working conditions

Environmental exposure



Health & Mental Health Inequities

Mental Health

Physical Health

Access to health care
Psychosocial factors
Working conditions

Environmental factors
Residential Segregation

Race/Ethnicity

?

SES





What is to Done?

http://vignette3.wikia.nocookie.net/spore/images/6/6c/Question-mark.png/revision/latest?cb=20110427230528
http://vignette3.wikia.nocookie.net/spore/images/6/6c/Question-mark.png/revision/latest?cb=20110427230528


Challenge Our Basic Assumptions

1. Expansion of welfare state provision alone
cannot create a more just society

2. The current construction of the state is 
inadequate to promote a more just society

3. Increased diversity may diminish support for 
more socially just policies



Address New Realities
1. Social & cultural divisions are more complex –

No longer on a “majority/minority” axis

2. 21st C. social justice may not be compatible 
with the ideology of the 20th C. welfare state.

3. Economic, social, political, and cultural issues 
can no longer be addressed separately.

4. Social justice cannot be achieved based on 
outdated assumptions about race and culture.



Realize that Virtual Participation  
is Only a Partial Solution



Does Participation Matter?



Only If There is Genuine Participation



Respond to Social Exclusion

1. Social exclusion is the inevitable byproduct of 
systems based on inequality & competition, 
rather than equality, mutuality, reciprocity

2. Social policies can reduce/eliminate social 
exclusion ONLY by challenging the structural & 
institutional foundations of inequality

3. Participatory inclusiveness is a necessary but 
insufficient condition to achieve social justice





Hold Vulnerable Populations Harmless

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLuUwqKn_sYCFUzTgAodr80GgA&url=http://www.komonews.com/news/consumer/Dont-get-scammed-when-donating-to-help-tornado-victims-208825401.html&ei=97W3Vfu8AcymgwSvm5uACA&bvm=bv.98717601,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNG2ek2L0o-5I0UM3kopM-DgtrKy5Q&ust=1438189400224930
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLuUwqKn_sYCFUzTgAodr80GgA&url=http://www.komonews.com/news/consumer/Dont-get-scammed-when-donating-to-help-tornado-victims-208825401.html&ei=97W3Vfu8AcymgwSvm5uACA&bvm=bv.98717601,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNG2ek2L0o-5I0UM3kopM-DgtrKy5Q&ust=1438189400224930
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Recognize the Importance of Mutuality



Recognize that Common Human Needs 
are Not Identical Human Needs 

https://bw626.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/stangor-fig11_014.jpg
https://bw626.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/stangor-fig11_014.jpg


Promote Genuine Democratic Decision-
Making – See Justice as Means & End

http://listcrux.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/10.-Represents-the-people.jpeg
http://listcrux.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/10.-Represents-the-people.jpeg


Discard Illusions about Our Past



But Avoid Historical Amnesia



Forge a Vision of the Future 
That Learns from the Past



Democracy & Diversity 
Are Compatible



But Only in a More Just Society

https://randykrafft4equality.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/equality1.jpg
https://randykrafft4equality.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/equality1.jpg
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