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OBJECTIVES

Identify and describe genAI tools to 
support scholarly writing.

Discuss guidelines for nurse authors on the 
appropriate use of AI in the preparation 
of manuscripts and scholarly works.



INTRODUCTION TO AI 
IN NURSING

• AI: Simulation of human 
intelligence in machines

• Precisely defining AI can be 
challenging because of its 
breadth of applications 
(Douhit et al., 2022)

• Growing role in healthcare 
delivery and decision-making

• Nurses are critical 
stakeholders in safe, effective 
AI integration



“COGNITIVE TECHNOLOGIES”

•Computer vision

•Speech recognition

•Robotics



WHAT IS GENERATIVE AI?

Generative AI (genAI) refers to 
new content that is like the 
content used to train it



COMMUNICATION WITHIN DISCIPLINES

Published scientific literature is 
the medium by which members 
of a discipline communicate 
theories, research, and findings 
to support knowledge and use 
in practice 

~Oermann et al., 2008 



WHAT IS THE ROLE OF GEN AI IN SCHOLARLY 
WRITING? 

30% of1600 scientists 
were using genAI tools to 
help prepare manuscripts 
(Van Noorden & Perkel, 

2023)

96% had heard of AI 
(including genAI), 54% 
had used it, and 95% 

believed it was having a 
significant impact on their 

work (Elsevier, 2024)



ROLE OF GEN AI IN 
SCHOLARLY WRITING

• Searching

• Creating new content

• Outlines

• Drafts

• Revising

• Editing

• Generating tables, figures, 
illustrations

• Translating texts into other languages

• General administrative tasks



GUIDELINES FOR USING AI IN SCHOLARLY 
WRITING

• Journal author guidelines should provide information about the use of generative AI 
in the preparation of manuscripts.

• A descriptive study of 258 nursing journals in 2024 revealed that most nursing 
journals (n=185, 71.71%) did not have a section or instructions (n=192, 74.42%) in 
their author guidelines about using generative AI or other artificial tools in their 
submissions.

• Among those that had AI guidelines, 84 (32.56%) indicated that authors must 
declare use, but only 70 (27.34%) specified where to include the AI declarations.  

Carter-Templeton et al., 2024



AI AS AN AUTHOR
• Authors are responsible for 

accuracy and content

• Understand hallucinations

• Authors should check for 
biases and misinformation

• Understand bias within 
systems

• AI cannot be held accountable, 
therefore cannot be included 
as an author



PLAGIARISM DETECTION 
VERSUS AI DETECTION

• Author is responsible for content submitted 
in work

• Approximately ½ of AI detectors yielded 
inconsistent evaluations of submitted 
content in a recent study (Hostetler et al., 
2024) 

• A recent study of nursing literature found 
several words and phrases that have 
increased significantly since 2023, after AI 
tools became public (Bailey et al., 2024)



HOW, WHERE, & 
WHAT

• Be transparent 
(otherwise we may be 
disseminating content 
produced by AI tools)

• Disclose how AI was 
used, where it was 
used, and what was 
used



SUMMARY

GenAI is a 
rapidly 
growing 

technology

Challenging to 
keep up with 

the implications 
and use

Limitations of AI 
(including lack 

of 
accountability, 
hallucinations, 

black box, 
biased 

datasets) are 
becoming more 

well known

Human 
expertise is 
essential to 
ensure the 
accuracy, 

relevance, and 
comprehensiven

ess of the 
content

Author 
standards still 
apply when 

using AI
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