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CLEMENS W, GAINES 241 1 N. CHARLES STREET, BALTIMORE • 18

SECRETARY

February 26, 195~-

Mrs. Florence P. Kendall
The Children.'s Hospital. School
Greenspring Ave.- and Llst Street
Baltimore, 11, Md.

Dear Mrs. Kendall:

WE7HERB6E FORTS M. D.

H. A~vpN JONES, M. D.
ROBERT H. Ri~ev, M. D., Da. P. H.
GEORGE H. YEAGER~ M. D.

W. RICHARD FERGU90N~ M.D.

CHAIRMAN

In accordance with our conversation today you w ill find attached
the proposed bill to spell. out the limitation that Physical Therapists
may not use the title "Doctor' or abbreviation for that tifile.

It is in view of your points that this prohibition already has
legal foundation in the Medical Practices Act an.cl that persons who are
licensed by examii~.ation are of such type that as a matter of ethics they
will not be off enders, that T should appreciate your advising me of the
position of the Maryland State Registry of Physical Therapists as to
their taking the initiative in having this bill introduced and followed
thrUUgh the Legislature.

Your cooperation as always is very much appreciated.

VEry~ truly y rs ,

~ ~Q~~

CLEMENS W. GI~INES
Secretary, Board of ,
Physical. Therapy Examiners

CWG:F



Senate ~f 1VIa ~ land
(' ~ NO. 11
~J

THE PRESIDENT—(Legislative Council)—Rules

By the SENATE, February 1, 1950.

Introduced, read the first time and referred to the Committee on
Rules.

By order, C. ANDREW SHAAB, Secretary.

A BILL
ENTITLED

AN ACT to repeal and re-enact, with amendments, Section
539 of Article 43 of the Annotated ~C'ode of Maryland
(1947 Supplement), title "Health", sub-title `Physical
Therapy", prohibiting the use of the term or letters "Doc-
tor" or "Dr." by any person licensed as a Physical Thera-
pist in Maryland.

1 SDCTION 1. Be it e~ccceted by the General Assembly of Mary-
2 land, That Section 539 of Article 43 of the Annotated Code of
3 Maryland (1947 Supplement), title "Health"; sub-title "Physi-
4 cal Therapy", be and it is hereby repealed and re-enacted,
5 with amendments, to read as follows

•~ 1 539. All persons licensed as Physical Therapists under the
2 provisions of this sub-title, and no others, shall be known as
3 Physical Therapists and shall be entitled to use the abbrevia-
4 tion "P. T." or any other words, letters or symbols which
5 indicate that the person using the same is a licensed Physical
6 Therapist and authorized to practice as such in this State.
7 No person licensed under this sub-title shall use or be en-
8 .titled to use or append to leis or her namae the term or letters
9 "Doctor" or "fir." Any person so using the term. or letters ,
10 `Doctor" or "Dr." shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and 2~on
11 conv~ietion thereof 'shall ~e subject to a penalty o f not more
12 than One Sundred Dod~ars ($100.00) for the first offense; for
13 the second or any subsequent conviction, he shall be subject
14 to a fine o f not more than I+'vve Hundred Dollars ($500.00),
15 ancd for such seeoncl ory~ subsequent conviction, the Board shall
16 revoke h,~s bieense as c~ Plvysioal Therapist. The State Board
17 of Physical ~'herap~ Examiners shall send to the State Board
18 of Health the name and address of each. person licensed as
19 a Physical Therapist; and the name and addiress o f etcch per-
20 son for whom a license is revoked.

1 Snc. 2. And be it fwrther enacted, That this Act shall take
2 effect June 1, 1950.
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8ECRETARY

April 9s 1951

Mrs. Florence Kendall
The Children.' ~ Hosp3.ta1 School,
Greenspring Ave. and I41.st street
Baltimore, 11, Md.

Dear N~rs. Kendall:

WETHERBEE FORTS M. D.

H. A~vAN JoNe3, M, D.

RoeeRr H. RILEY~ M. D., DR. P. H.
GEORGE H. YEA6ER~ M. D.

W. RICHARD FERGUSON~ M.D,

CHAIRMAN

As you have ~°obably heard from Dr. Ferguson, the information
contained in your letter of March 6th was reviewed by the Board at its
meeting on March 22, and based upon this information and the conversations
which it prompted the Hoard took the position that it will make no
further efforts to have legislation enacted which, wou7.d restrict the use
of the title "Doctor~~ by its licensees, but that 3n lieu of such action
it, would attempt to clarify with the Attorney Genera].' s of~'ice its ability
to prosecute licensees when the title "Doctor" is being misused, under
the Medical Practices ~fct.

Your fine cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated.

Verp truly yours,

~~,~5 W. ~~~ ~
Secretary
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