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CLEMENS W. GAINES 2411 N. CHARLES STREET, BALTIMORE- 18
SECRETARY

Februery 26, 1951

Mrs. Florence P. Kendall

The Children's Hospital School
Greenspring Ave. and lilst Street
Baltimore, 11, Md.

Dear Mrs. Kendall:

In accordance with our conversation today you will find attached
the proposed bill to spell out the limitation that Physical Therapists
may not use the title "Doctor" or abbreviation for that title.

It is in view of your points that this prohibition already has
legal foundation in the Medical Practices Act and that persons who are
licensed by examination are of such type that as a matter of ethics they
will not be offenders, that I should appreciate your advising me of the
position of the Maryland State Registry of Physicel Therapists as to
their taking the initiative in having this bill introduced and followed
through the Legislature.

Your cooperation as always is very much appreciated.

Very truly yours,

o LY

CLEMENS W. GAINES
Secretary, Board of :
Physical Therapy Examiners
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‘f Senate of Maryland

NO. 11

THE PRESIDENT-—(Legislative Cquncil)—Rules

By the SENATE, February 1, 1950.

Intrbduced, read the first time and referred to the Committee on

Rules.
By order, C. ANDREW SHAAB, Secretary.
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A BILL

ENTITLED

AN ACT to repeal and re-enact, with amendments, Section
539 of Article 43 of the Annotated Code of Maryland
(1947 Supplement), title “Health”, sub-title “Physical
Therapy”, prohibiting the use of the term or letters “Doc-
tor” or “Dr.” by any person licensed ag a Physical Thera-
pist in Maryland.

Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Mary-
lond, That Section 539 of Article 43 of the Annotated Code of
Maryland (1947 Supplement), title “Health”, sub-title “Physi-
cal Therapy”, be and it is hereby repealed and re-enacted,
with amendments, to read as follows:

539. All persons licensed as Physical Therapists under the
provisions of this sub-title, and no others, shall be known asg
Physical Therapists and shall be entitled to use the abbrevia-
tion “P. I\ or any other words, letters or symbols which
indicate that the person using the same is a licensed Physical
Therapist and authorized to practice as such in this State.
No person licensed under this sub-title shall use or be en-
titled to use or append to his or her name the term or letters
“Doctor” or “Dr.” Any person so using the term or leliers
“Doctor” or “Dr.” shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and wpon
conviction thereof shall be subject to a penalty of not more
than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for the first offense; for
the second or any subsequent conviction, he shall be subject
to a fine of not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00),
and for such second or subsequent conviction, the Board shall
revoke his license as a Physical Therapist. The State Board
of Physical Therapy Examiners shall send to the State Board
of Health the name and address of each person licensed as
a Physical Therapist, and the nome and address of each per-
son for whom a license is revoked, -

Snc. 2. And be it further enacted, That this Act shall take
effect June 1, 1950.




Maroh 6, 1961

kr. Clemens Gaines, Secretary

Maryland State Board of Paysical Therepy Examluers
2411 North Charles Street

Baltimore 18, Marylend

Dear Mr. Galnes;

Before bringlng your letter of Pebruary 26%h to the attention of
the Reglatry or the Maryland Chepter of the AP.T.A., Mr, Kendall and
I would llke to submit our personal opinlion to the Board. mr. Kendall
has tagen the natter up briefly with Dr., Perguson, dbut wo are writing
this letter in answer to your inguiry.

We do not believe we could personally sponsor the bill in its
present form, and would like to state why., If the board thinks the
anendument 1s a wise and necesseary move we will be glad to oooperate
to the fullest extent, however.

As stated in the telephone conversation, we have reason to bellieve
tne average lay person would not feel thls amendment necessary, or even
advisable. We could not anticlipate passage of the bill without sdequate
support from the majority of legislators, and we do not belleve their
sentiments would be in favor of 1it.

As atated t00, in our telephone conversation, we are inclined to
feel that the problem will eventually resolve 1tself because the re-
strictions under the iaw permit only well trained persone to guallfy
for the examinatlon. The schools from whleh these students graduate
inetill the physioal theraplsts with the ethloal requirements of
abstaining from the use of the title * Dootor *,

It appears too, that prohlbition of the use of the title * Dr.®
by physiocal theraplsts should be sponsored primarily by the ledical
Faoculty. If the Paculty expressed a desire to have such a bill enaoted,
you wey be sure the physioal therapists would cooperade. However, there
would need to be =u qualifiocation of the present proposed amendment for
reasons explained in the following parsgraph.

In the not too distant future there will be physical theraplists who
have PH,D. degrees. One of our members is now teking her graduate work
at the University of Neryland for & PH,D, in Anatomy. There will no
doubt be others in the country within the next few yeara,




Poge 2
Mr. Clemens Gaines
March 6, 1961

At least one physical theraplest that we know of has been gliven .
an honorary doctors degree. It should not be illegal for those with
a degreve to be addressed as Doctor if the title has been esrned or
glven as an honorary title.

There arises one more serious consideration. If the Board has
llcensad a chiropractor as a physiocal therspist, are they in a
posltion to request that he be prosecuted if he uses the title of
Doctor and alsc states he 18 a physioal therapists? Objections %o
this apendment would surely come from the chiropractors 28 well as
the phyaleal theraplsts who ehoose to use the title "Drt,

We would necessarily have to present all sldes of the problem
if we brought this matter to the attention of the Reglstry nand the
APTAe We doubt very muoh whether the group would ilke to sponsor
the present bill, but 1f you wish we will take the matter up at the
next weebing which is soheduled for March l4. will you kindliy advise
ué wnat is the plessure of the Board in this watter.

Sincerely,

‘Plorence Kendall
Fhsw




ﬁtate of ﬁ{arg[anh WETHERBEE FORT, M. D.

H. ALVAN JoNES, M. D.
ROBERT H, RILEY, M., D., DR, P. H.

%narh nf %bpgi[a[ mherap? @xaml’nerg GEORGE H. YEAGER, M. D.

W. RICHARD FERGUSON, M.D,
CHAIRMAN

CLEMENS W. GAINES 2411 N. CHARLES STREET, BALTIMORE-18
SECRETARY

April 9, 1951

Mrs. Florence Kendall

The Children's Hospital School
Greenspring Ave. and llst Street
Baltimore, 11, Md.

Dear Mrs. Kendall:

As you have probsbly heard from Dr. Ferguson, the information
contained in your letter of March 6th was reviewed by the Board at its
meeting on March 22, and based upon this information and the conversations
which it prompted, the Board took the position that it will make no
further efforts to have legislation enacted which, would restrict the use
of the title "Doctor" by its licensees, but that in lieu of such action
it would attempt to clarify with the Attorney General's office its ability
to prosecute licensees when the title "Doctor" is being misused, under
the Medical Practices Act.

Your fine cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated.
Very truly yours,
bt v ignas Az
CLEMENS W. GAINES %

Secre tary )
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