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Abstract:

This collection contains pamphlets relating to the personal and professional disagreements between Dr.
Granville Sharp Pattison and Dr. Nathaniel Chapman from 1820 to 1821. It is believed that these
disparaging pamphlets lead to a duel between Dr. Pattison and General Thomas Cadwalader, the
brother-in-law of Dr. Chapman in April 1823.

Biographical History:

Dr. Granville Sharp Pattison was born in Glasgow, Scotland to John Pattison. He became a physician
under Allen Burns, a lecturer on anatomy, physiology, and surgery at the Andersonian Institute (now
University of Strathclyde) in Glasgow. Dr. Pattison and Burns were colleagues teaching and writing
together until Burns’ death, after which Dr. Pattison took over the lecture duties of Burns. Following
success at the Andersonian Institute, Pattison came to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in pursuit of a position
as Professor of Anatomy at the University of Pennsylvania. Unfortunately, upon arrival he discovered
that the position was given to another doctor. He remained in Philadelphia, with the hopes of receiving
other positions at the University but he continued to be passed over for positions. Thus, he founded his
own anatomical school, teaching there until accepting the position of Chair of Surgery at the University
of Maryland School of Medicine (UMSOM) in 1820. He later became dean of the UMSOM. Dr. Pattison
resigned from the UMSOM in 1825 citing poor health. In 1827, he returned to Europe taking up the
position of Professor of Anatomy at the University of London; he resigned from that role in 1831 and
returned to Philadelphia becoming Professor of Anatomy at Jefferson Medical College. In 1840 he
became Professor of Anatomy at New York University, remaining there until he died on November 12,
1851.

Dr. Nathaniel Chapman was born in Summer Hill, Virginia to George and Amelia Chapman on May 28,
1780. He attended private schools in Alexandria, VA before moving to Philadelphia in 1797. In
Philadelphia he studied medicine under Benjamin Rush before graduating from the University of
Pennsylvania School of Medicine in 1800. After graduating he continued his medical studies and traveled
in Europe, returning in 1804 to Philadelphia where he opened a medical practice. In 1806 he joined the
medical faculty at the University of Philadelphia first as Professor of Midwifery, then as Chair of Materia



Medica, and in 1813 as Chair of Theory and Practice of Medicine. Dr. Chapman held this role until 1850.
In addition to his teaching roles, Dr. Chapman was the founding president of the American Medical
Association in 1847 and founded the American Journal of the Medical Sciences in 1820. Dr. Chapman
married Rebekah Biddle in 1808. He died July 1, 1852.

The Dispute between Drs. Chapman and Pattison

When Dr. Pattison emigrated to the United States in 1818, he did so with the hopes of acquiring a
position at the University of Pennsylvania (UPenn); however, faculty, namely Dr. Nathaniel Chapman,
cited several previous discretions against Dr. Pattison as reasons for not hiring him. These discretions
included adulterous relations with Catherine Ure, wife of Dr. Andrew Ure, a Glasgow physician, which
lead to the Ures’ divorce in 1819. Additionally, the Philadelphia doctors claimed Pattison had
misrepresented his discovery of an anatomical structure (the Colles’ fascia). In addition to not hiring Dr.
Pattison at the University of Pennsylvania, the faculty attacked the reputation of the University of
Maryland School of Medicine (UMSOM) because it hired Dr. Pattison after he did not get a position in
Philadelphia. The faculty at UPenn claimed the UMSOM could not be of high standing because it
employed educators of undiscerning character like Pattison.

Ultimately, a series of defamatory pamphlets, including those found in this collection, were published by
Dr. Chapman and Dr. Pattison. Perhaps the most famous pamphlet was published in 1820 by Dr.
Chapman, titled “The Divorce of Andrew Ure, M.D., vs. Catherine Ure for the adultery with Granville
Sharp Pattison.” These allegations incensed Dr. Pattison and he proceeded to write to Dr. Chapman
demanding a resolution to the defamations, suggesting a duel. Dr. Chapman refused to duel Dr.
Pattison for a variety of reasons including Dr. Chapman’s higher social status and age.

Eventually, General Thomas Cadwalader, the brother-in-law of Dr. Chapman, became involved in the
disagreement resulting in an April 1823 duel between the two men. Dr. Pattison escaped uninjured,
though a bullet pierced his coat; unfortunately, General Cadwalader was hit in the right wrist. The bullet
traveled up his forearm and lodged in his ulna, causing permanent damage but he survived. General
Cadwalader never recovered full use of his right arm, but he returned to Philadelphia. He died on
October 26, 1841.

Scope and Content:
1 box

This collection contains twelve [12] pamphlets and one [1] letter relating to the public dispute between
Drs. Granville Sharp Pattison and Nathaniel Chapman dating from 1820 to 1942. Most of the pamphlets
date from 1820 to 1821. The collection also contains a letter relating to a 1938 article about Dr.
Granville Sharp Pattison written by Dr. Frank J.H. Figge.

Container List:

e Pamphlet: The American Medical Recorder, of Original Papers and Intelligence in
Medicine and Surgery. John Eberle, ed. Webster: Philadelphia, January 1820. Vol Ill, No.
IX. Containing “Experimental Observations on the Operation of Lithotomy” by Granville
Sharp Pattison. Pg. 1.

e Pamphlet: The American Medical Recorder, of Original Papers and Intelligence in
Medicine and Surgery. John Eberle, ed. Webster: Philadelphia, July 1820. Vol Ill, No XI.



Containing “Mr. Pattison’s Reply to certain Criticisms delivered against his Essay on
Lithotomy”. Pg. 351.

e Pamphlet: An Answer to A Pamphlet Entitled “Strictures on Mr. Pattison’s reply to
certain Oral and Written Criticisms, by W. Gibson, M.D.” Professor of Surgery in the
University of Pennsylvania., by Granville Sharp Pattison, Esq. Matchett: Baltimore, 1820.
2nd ed.

e Pamphlet: Case of Divorce of Andrew Ure, M.D. v. Catharine Ure. Fry: Philadelphia, 1821.

e Pamphlet: Correspondence Between Mr. Granville Sharpe Pattison, and Dr. N. Chapman.
2nd ed. [1821]

e Pamphlet: A Final Reply to the Numerous Slanders, Circulated by Nathaniel Chapman,
M.D., by Granville Sharp Pattison. Robinson: Baltimore, 1821.

e Pamphlet: A Lecture Delivered in Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, on the Evening
of Tuesday the 22nd of January, 1833. On the Question “Has the Parotid Gland Ever Been
Extirpated?”, by Granville Sharp Pattison, Jefferson Medical College: Philadelphia, 1833.
[4 copies]

e Pamphlet: Granville Sharp Pattison, by William Snow Miller, reprint from The Johns
Hopkins Hospital Bulletin, April 1919. Vol XXX, No 338 [2 copies]

e Letter: To Mrs. [Ruth Lee] Briscoe [University of Maryland, Baltimore Librarian] from C.J.
Fordyce [Clerk of Senate, Glasgow University] dated 01/30/1942.
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