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Particularly Among the Nation’s Youth
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A Nation With No Racial “Majority”
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Impact of Economic Inequality
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Denying How Unequal We Are



Wealth Inequality: 
Perception v. Reality 



So - Who Votes in the U.S.?
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Social Class & Political Participation
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The Result: Who Holds Office?





Racial Inequality & Democracy
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Race & Employment



Youth Unemployment by Race
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Race & Wage Inequality



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiJuPnLp6XNAhVC9h4KHVDBD7sQjRwIBw&url=http://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2016/02/the-costs-of-inequality-increasingly-its-the-rich-and-the-rest/&psig=AFQjCNFf9Vd79HgunLKwQDMuW5tGVX4HBg&ust=1465917706867945
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiJuPnLp6XNAhVC9h4KHVDBD7sQjRwIBw&url=http://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2016/02/the-costs-of-inequality-increasingly-its-the-rich-and-the-rest/&psig=AFQjCNFf9Vd79HgunLKwQDMuW5tGVX4HBg&ust=1465917706867945


http://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2016/03/the-costs-of-inequality-faster-lives-and-quicker-deaths/
http://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2016/03/the-costs-of-inequality-faster-lives-and-quicker-deaths/


Racial Inequalities in Wealth





The Result: Who Holds Office?



Equal Racial Representation? 







Gender Inequality & Democracy
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The Result: Who Holds Office?
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Women in Congress, 1971-2016
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Women in Congress, 1979-2016
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Money, Politics, & Democracy



Why Political Inequality Matters 

“Government policy appears to be 
fairly responsive to the well-off 
and virtually unrelated to the 
desires of low and middle income 
citizens.” – Martin Gilens, 2014







Wealth = Greater Voice



• Bartels (2005): Senators appear to be considerably more 
responsive to the opinions of affluent constituents than to the 
opinions of middle-class constituents, while the opinions of 
constituents in the bottom third of the income distribution 
have no apparent statistical effect on their senators’ roll call 
votes.

45



Other Causes of 
Political Inequality
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Denial of Voting Rights



Violations of 1965 Voting Rights Act



Outright Voter Suppression



Suppression of Voting Rights
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Felon Disenfranchisement
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Race & Incarceration
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Felon Disenfranchisement, 2016
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Impact on Voter Participation



Racial Impact of Disenfranchisement
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Participation by Race, 2000-2012



Why This Matters: 
The Changing U.S. Electorate
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Why This Matters:
Race & American Politics



Votes by Race & Ethnicity, 2012



Situation in Maryland

~100,000 former prisoners are disengaged or 
disenfranchised from the electorate.

African Americans are ~30% of MD’s population, 
but are ~75% of MD’s prison population & 65% of 
those disenfranchised due to a felony conviction 

(Source: Job Opportunities Task Force)

Since 2007, MD allows persons convicted of 
felonies to vote after completion of probation & 
parole. The law affected 52,000 ex-prisoners.



Gerrymandering & Democracy



Impact on Election Campaigns



Does 1 Person = 1 Vote?



Impact on Political Representation



So - Who Represents Whom?



Declining Trust in Congress



Unequal Ideological Compatibility



Why Inequality Matters 
for American Society 





Widespread Hunger: 1/7



Chronic Homelessness
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Health & Mental Health Inequities

SES

Mental Health

Physical Health

Social Isolation/Support
Social Stress

Labelling

Access to health care
Psychosocial factors
Working conditions

Environmental exposure



Health & Mental Health Inequities

Mental Health

Physical Health

Access to health care
Psychosocial factors
Working conditions
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Is America Still a Democracy?











So - What is to Done?
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Take Money Out of Politics



Promote Popular Education, Civic 
Literacy & Civic Engagement



Fund Voter Education



But Does Civic Education Work?



Key: Mobilize Voters
(Latino Voter Mobilization, 2012)



Latino/a Voter Participation



Increase in Youth Vote



Use Social Media Effectively



But - Does Participation Matter?



Yes - If It is Genuine Participation





Democracy & Diversity 
Are Compatible



But Only in a More Equal Society
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