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William E. “Brit” Kirwan, PhD, former chancellor of the University System of Maryland,

spoke about knowledge on April 1, 2016, at Westminster Hall. He said knowledge is

something to celebrate but it also comes with challenges.
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Former USM Chancellor William “Brit” Kirwan, PhD, said knowledge is something to celebrate but it also comes with challenges.

About William E. “Brit” Kirwan

William E. “Brit” Kirwan 

‌William E. “Brit” Kirwan, PhD, retired as chancellor of the University System of Maryland (USM) in June 2015, culminating a sterling

50-plus-year career.

Kirwan brings a wealth of experience to his discussion of knowledge as part of the

UMB Core Values Speaker Series.

Called  “a towering figure of U.S. higher education,” by UMB President Jay A. Perman, MD, Kirwan has had a long and distinguished

career. Before becoming USM chancellor in 2002, he served as president of University of Maryland, College Park (UMCP) from 1988

to 1998 and president of Ohio State University from 1998 to 2002. Earlier, he served as vice president of academic affairs and chair

of the Department of Mathematics at UMCP.

Guided by his long-held core belief that higher education plays a critical role in creating a more just and inclusive society, Kirwan has

impacted the higher education landscape considerably. Common threads running through his career include his unwavering

commitment to excellence and to increasing under-represented minorities' access to higher education.

Among the many initiatives he championed is Closing the Achievement Gap, which USM launched in 2007 to address the gap in

college participation, retention, and graduation rates between low-income students, first-generation college students, and under-

represented minorities on one hand, and the general student population on the other.

USM's productive working relationship with Maryland's elected officials was another testament to Kirwan's leadership. This

partnership yielded a strategic alignment of USM and state priorities related to higher education affordability, student success,

academic and research excellence, higher education's role in economic and workforce development, and responsible stewardship

of resources.
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Other marks of Kirwan's leadership

success include: 

USM’s Effectiveness and Efficiency (E&E)

Initiative  to optimize system resources

and save money during a time of

burgeoning enrollment, diminishing state

support, and increasing costs.

USM's strong partnerships with Maryland's

community colleges to facilitate smooth

transfer of students to USM universities.

More USM resources focused more

strategically to drive the state's economic

development.

Stronger programs in the STEM (science,

technology, engineering, mathematics)

disciplines, both in terms of producing

more graduates prepared to take positions

in these fields and in terms of educating

the next generation of teachers in the

STEM areas for K-12 education.

University of Maryland: MPowering the

State , a special working relationship

between UMB and UMCP.

Completion of USM's six-year federated

campaign (2006-2012) that raised $2.1 billion to support scholarships, professorships, buildings, and more.

Way2GoMaryland , USM's information campaign launched in 2008 to encourage more students to begin preparing for college

early.

Leadership in sustainability efforts with 52 facilities constructed and/or planned as LEED-certified "Silver" or higher.

On the national level, Kirwan's leadership helped position USM as a model public higher education system in several areas,

including enhanced stewardship of resources and academic transformation. With the launch of its Course Redesign Initiative in

2006, USM became the nation's first university system to redesign entire courses, supported by the innovative use of technology.

Kirwan served on several national boards, including the Business-Higher Education Forum and as chair of the National Research

Council Board on Higher Education and Workforce. Among Kirwan's honors are the TIAA-CREF Theodore M. Hesburgh Award for

Leadership (2010) and the Carnegie Corporation Leadership Award (2009), two of higher education's most prestigious awards. In

2002, he was elected to membership in the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Kirwan received his doctoral and master's degrees from Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, and his bachelor's degree from

the University of Kentucky, all in mathematics.

His commitment to education hasn’t ended in retirement.

“Higher education has always been part of my life,” he says. “I was born into a university family. There has never been a day of my

life when my family’s life did not revolve around a university. I actually think that won’t change because I will continue to work on

things I care about for as long as I can. And what I care deeply about is higher education and its capacity to change lives.”
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