
Camp near Gauley Bridge. Fayette Co. [County] 
Kanawha Valley. Monday October 20th/62 [1862] 

Dearest Mother, 
 A letter written by me on the 13th could not be mailed until the day before yesterday when as 
we were passing through Fayetteville on our return trip I dropped it in the Office. As there has been a 
great change in the programme [sic, program] of affairs in this Department since it was written I 
purpose penning another. It seems from what I hear that Genl. [General] Loring’s orders were to push 
on to Kanawha Valley, driving the Enemy from thence, & resting his troops a few days at Charleston to 
move towards the railroad in three columns uniting at Clarksburg, blow up the tunnels, & destroy the 
track on both the Parkersburg & B&O.R.R. [Railroad] at Grafton – then to threaten Western 
Pennsylvania thus drawing off a portion of McClellan’s army, & then finally to coincide with Lee in some 
great movement in the Valley of Virginia. This is very probably the truth as I hear it from two pretty good 
authorities. Genl. [General] Loring entered the Valley granting pardon to all union & other sympathisers 
[sic, sympathizers] of Lincoln, & even to some who had borne arms against us, & after a stay of about 3 
weeks ordered a backward movement. Our Regt. [Regiment] & the 36th being the rear guard we had not 
advanced further than 4 miles beyond Raleigh or 29 from Fayetteville when we recd. [received] orders 
to return, Genl. [General] Loring having been relieved from duty and Genl. [General] Echols having 
assumed command. Accordingly we turned around and after three days marching reached Montgomery 
Ferry on the Kanawha and crossing over encamped on this side where we await further orders. The 
occupation of this Valley as badly conducted as it was, because the enemy destroyed millions worth of 
the most valuable commissary & quartermaster stores which by energy & good generalship, such as 
Jackson or A.P. Hill would have given to it, could have, in a great measure, been saved, as ill-managed as 
this movement has been, it has produced an amount of good to the Southern Confederacy which may 
be said to be incalculable. I speak of the immense amount of salt which it has opened to us. There have 
been hundreds & hundreds of wagons travelling backwards & forwards for this most indispensable 
article. It is sold for $100 a bushel. While the Yankees were here they sold it for 35 cts. [cents] but allege 
that all their negroes ran away with the enemy & now they have to hire white men to do the work at an 
advanced price. The people are a great many of them disloyal & will not take Confederate notes except 
at from 300 to 500 discount. I bought in Charleston when I was down there a few days ago a Prayer 
Book for which I paid $3.00, & a copy of Hardies Tactics for $2.00 both of which could have been 
purchased at 1/3 that price if greenbacks had been paid instead of confederates. I suppose we will 
winter in the Valley of the Kanawha. Our troops will be paid off in a few days. Our own Regt. [Regiment] 
has recd. [received] no money for 6 months & one comp. [company] for 8. The Qms. [Quartermaster] 
will owe me from the 25th August to the present time at the rate of $80 per month, & 2 mos. [months] 
pay as Sgt. Maj. [Sergeant Major]. 
Yesterday morning as we were marching along – young Davenport from Martinsburg, & with whom I 
became acquainted a long time ago when he was with his grandmother in Charlestown, came up to me 
& spoke – first introducing himself. His father had been living in Jackson Co. [County] on the Ohio, & he 
enlisted in a Company from there, & is now Sergeant Major of the 36th Regt. [Regiment]. Your letter has 
really made me quite homesick, not so that I cannot do any duty but makes me think more frequently of 
home, & very anxious to get a furlough which, I think I deserve, every officer of the Regt. [Regiment] but 
myself having been home. I am in need too of clothing for the winter which I can get at Staunton I 
suppose. I mean to apply again for a furlough in the course of a few days, & think I can get it under the 
new order of affairs. But I must close as I have nothing of interest to write further than what I have 
written. Let me know where Uncle Will’s Jess is as I shall try & hire him if I come. If he is not there try & 
find some other boy who can cook well & be a good waiter. 

Goodbye- 
   Your devoted Son 



    Eugene F. Cordell 
Direct to me 
 Care of Col. [Colonel] Jones 60th Va Regt. [Regiment] 
  McCausland’s Brigade 
   Depart. [Department] Of W. Va  


