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-- 
._:c vi.ew of  r ecen t  act ion by the 3ouse cf Delegates of t h e  ;m~;.:-cari -. :;-.dical Associat ion,  t;e shoulc! like t o  b r i n g  t o  you:- a t ten t , ian  -th:i 
1-iiskorical developnent and present s ta tas  ?f legal i -egi~trat?-cjn and 
2 i ccn~ure  cf pkys lca l  therap is t s  i n  t h e  1Jc:ited Sta tes  

r:'.n .. 
.$; firs% mcdeL a c t  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  Chapter; of t h i s  Assocl~tlon 5-:1 

:,-.?.s pre-cared by ?r, T,. V *  Hr:Davitt, D:;rector cf ';he Bi:.rsa>: 3:F' 

Z:-idust , r id and Perennnel Relations o f  the ,:.nerican Kedical As,-;oci. 
.!- < ,,.-on, Quoting f r c ~ +  Kro KcDavitt ' s  l e t t e r  da t ed  October 12; 3-54> 

L' t o  N l l d r e d  Elson, tden Execzr-Live Se~re taq~r i  A ... P , T..A- , " ,, . , . ,,fit': 

registraticn.  Lheoqy was: %he theory that we sdop-Led i n  framing cu.r 
sc - -co i l~x i  model a c t  r e l a t i ng  t.o physical ;5~:.erapists. Sire d i d  ncL, 
irri;eni: t o  psoht",i,t any one frorn practicing. physical t 'nera~y . 4-11 
>:e Zni,ended to dc was supply the medical pj:.ofession snd %he ~enor-nl  
-p!~Slic r-riSh %he list of perscns who were ccxpelent t o  perf or.^^ -Lbe 
adninis t ra t ive  o r  routine tasks connected $ri-bh the  practice cf 
p l g s i c a l  medicine .- . The new I<ashSn@,on l a w ,  in my opinion, is 3 go13d 
exsmp1.e of a 'permiesive. statute.. It p e m d t s  a physical %.ntrap:ct 
~ C ~ o s e  canpetency is a t tes ted  by her registr.a+,ion under t he  ac t  ;o 
c3lrry out thr- prescr ip t ion of 3 physicianr' 

i2:?ior -50 L9b9 t'ne p~lac t ice  of physical. theraw was regulated ic 
Pcrnsy ivulie :(1313 - R e g a l a t i ~ n s  of State b a r d  of Medical i'sluc.2 ti on 
aild Licenrsure! New Pork ( 1 9 2 6 ) ;  Hawar:. (2945 - Reg~aLat.iom of 
'?nrri to.r ial  Sozrd of H e a l t h  ); and I\",acfl>nd (I.Bls7 .. 

D:zring t he  p e ~ i o z  frorn lFlrF--l .  2, 27 l a w  were enectad., O.r̂  t,hese 
2'; 13.7s all b11$ one (1!.:ime:iota-- 1.951 ,! werc achieved gsknari2.y -throu :> 
tilt:. an_i.-CeC ef f cr'bs of members of :;hi s Asscciation ~2: ;~  va.qj.r,g 6e.g rees 
21; :.vLyuor?f; of S-Late Fledlcal Socie5ies a r ~ d / o r  S+,ate Boards  of ?inclical. 
3::rr2-:ers -. Passas2 of -the P?fru~esota law ti33 initj-a'tec by our 
9-, i'.:.nT:?sot,a Chapter but t h e  lnedical p ro fes~ .Lo , .~  I n  Minnesot~ rnt1rn-L?~,~?,.?3. 
morz  t han  t h e  u.sual degree of intc~est i.n -5'1e passage of t h e  h:~.l..'_~. 
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Diz5ng the  smer  of 19.57 we seviewed the content 02 all E:x~ .~ -~ :cIz  
laws, gathered irf ormation f ~ o m  our respecC5ve ChapSer.5 regexa:2.i?~ 
the e.ffactiveness o f  the e x i s t i n g  laws =ci observed a tx-orci t~'i~&-i! 
stronger laws. .  A tfpermisst-veP' law pemfts those who neat; Lhe 
educational quatificatlons as set by l a w  to register as pt7yrsFcal. 
theraw3sts =d only those who are  duly registered may c a l l  then- 
selves re@stered physical t-herapists, A "'mnda'cory" la.! q>ecj-?:i.c- 
ally states tha t  in order to practice physical therapy in the s-;c:- > . ,  - . 
n person must be duly licensed or r e g i s t e ~ ~ d . .  Educ~~tl-to~iL qc~!..j.:T?.~ 
cations and other mquimnenta must be net;. A -ary ~<?ri:I-ch :"t3.7'-\:22.3 

.i;he trend ~,oT.:;?IF~ "rn;171datory1! laws follow3:. 

Physical Therapy Practice Acts, 191?--1958 

Total 3.5 16 
7 7 .-:e belliew t o  be "effective" a law must  dc Inore than pemr5t ~es::a--. 
;ratLon of those 7 . 0  meet the prescribed qualifications an?. ?:Do 
.2eitre $0 beccne registered.. We believe ';hat t o  ~-d.eq'~?atoTy >rc?-;.-;.c-, 
-:;he public and aLl pat ients ,  a l a w  must rrquire that. p1q{:jai c;..:. -:I 1: -----' C ., .' 

:e pra.c%iced 2%~: under the prescription 2nd direct5oc of .z $!~:;l.i.I_:.::. 

:Ilcensei?. w2%hin .;;he state; when a " rnv lda tc :~~-"  l a w  is eafo i.:...?d. ::i. 
:jocmes necessary f o r  a l l  pa.ents seeking pQysiea2, -r;heral;;; 2.:; :'j:a.:-': 

:onmLt a physS-cian, therew , permitting Clagnos5-s:. prescr.i~GLp11: PIIC~. i 
,:on-Li~nfng e ~ a l u a t i o n  of t i c  patient to bf: mdc by -t;!?.!.ose $1.2 ::~:.r.: 

, y ~ a l i f i e d  to do so - 

- "perxiss5ve" l z w  seem to do l i t t l e  to pro'cec-t the p~.blii: 2 r ? ~ !  
, - 

~:ISCI~I~-d ous a d  =lqualified practitioriers .. A s  -the naie  ,- +ys:  :.a_? 
;her.g;zr: becomes !mown nore and more ''quacksV' asre addj-zg ,212 Sell:; 5,: 
15eis shingles,% advert-isementa m d  telephcne directo:27 1i.s.;:~:~-:.-:. ... ;- 

-:tl3e i.1 pcim relaLee t o  the s i tuat ion ic ILl5r105-Y ~&;~.re a ilv.::.-i~?.k:--7:. . -. 
, ,- r' c, .av wtls enacteci in 1951.. The c l a v s i f i e d  i '~e1low Pages) of -5h.r: :.:?.-., 

P T ~ .  2~ . i,:: ,' ( 2 i> !~ . r  h-; cxgo direc-toyy :.-,mies 75 If .stings under "Physical %- ''1 ' ".-- 
!ne o.? ~.rhich is know~ by US to be a graduate of a school .?.]~?r:;:r<!i. -kj:f 

- .  5 .  . ':he C o u r , c i l  2x1 ?led?..c..cal Eduraticn and Hospitals of the 3-mcrfir T: .: ~~1 c:.t. ;:. I. 

. .ssocl;i+,ionp 

1 

.-'OF the information of your Committee we eharild like to pc;:i::?t ~ ) r .  .': 13 

:'oLlo?dng charzct~riutrica of: t'he 31 ex3.sting p54rsica.:. f : , h e ~ ~ ? . ~ ~  ;:J , _ . .. . - 
.->ct s 2 

.:. L1- 30 of the 31 l a w s ,  it I s  specl;ficdly stat,eci t.5.a.t :?::?~r?:=: 
. . .  reg5-a.tered or licensed must p~ac t i ce  nnder the prese~71:.+.r~c::, 9 . : : :  ,'.;- 
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direc tr io3 and,r'or supervision of a physician t7 Ths .me , ~ x c , c ~ ; ~ . Q E  
13 Hebraskz (i.957). Our Nebraska Chapter included Xni.5 !-=>~di-cr-~ 
ment in %he proposed bU.1 but state a . ~ t h o r i t i e s  Ile:ld -:..':~.t -b!?i.s 
requ5.sement be del-eted, theSr philosorhy being i;ht 'his 
reguirment has %o do ~&th e%E.?ics cf %he psofess?onKL 5rw.y zrl?. 
should no% be spelled out %n the Nebraska cocie- 

2, 111 exist- l a w s ,  t h e  educational cpdlfficzf_.:io-c. s:!-? 5-.1:xc' 
on those prescribed by the Council oo Medical Ec?uczLl.o-n 2.d 

Iios_ai.tals of the American Medical- Asssclation, .h sene 5.n.s-l;;:~~ c . ~  
i - L  5 s  stated that a person must be a craduatu of a schocl 
'7appmve2 by the B~ard,~' !be c~mposi t ion of the respl;tS.vo 
Boards o r  Commtttees ensures tha-5 only Founcf~?.-appro~e!~ schocls 
will be t ! a p p ~ ~ v e d  by the  Board,'t 

3, Of the ,31 Zs.ws, 5 are administered scl~.,Ly by kax?',s of 3e?L:::-:l. 
FXaminers; 13 are administered bj Boards of MedLcaL & ; ~ ? - x r e  
assisted by a GarrrmiPItee ~f physical +,?~erapisi;s ! I;,M one st?:$:? 
f;h~ee physic& therapists and two physicims co~prYse -;he 
c m t ' c t e z  1 g 13 are  - achuinistered by Physicdl !?heraw B?;?rds 
(8 stz tes  hme boards composed so le ly  of physlc.ai ther;?.'ji?i;r;; 
one s t a t e  has a board campssed of pbsicians; 4 S ~ E L ~ E S  ,WTU 

boxrds cronpcsed of physicians and ~ ' ~ s i c r a l  ther?;5cts. 'f':cc:r.-, 
fore, in only 8 of 31 instances is thz LZIJ a.irmirii-~f;er?d Qr - 
2h; r~ lc  t he  rapists ~5thout;  o f f i c i a l  ~.ppoir*-i;r~enL c" F~.?.,TTJ:':-.~: a 5 

L ~ J  the b m r d ,  

Ln Sept;ember 1958 this Association had prepwed by 5i.s I.e%;.!. f:c:::~?el 
a g r e 1 5 ~ .  d r z f t  cf component sections of a "man?;nto~~-.  ,pT,q4 ~ 2 . 7 -  

<;f!era~;- prac"uce a c t  based upon G-m malysis cf the  existi??.g Ia .~ . ;s  
~ n d  t h e  con~ic- ixi~n of our Board of D i r e c t ~ ~ s  t'lat s4;ronger . i , ~ . ~ r r 3  c>c.- 
necessqr t o  prctect the public- A c a E  12f the prel5m:Ir,.z~~ dra<.'i, :-.1.; 

a%-bathed, S believe the statements made 213 t he  Ir.n.bur.3dd~ct2-:!?. G:? -y:i:.? 

mociel E:re e~idence t h a t  thts Association is attempting tc ?.''o.?-:;s~. 
s % ~ o n g  l a w s  13Lch trill be a sepuice to %he p~~bl-ic, pi.yslcisas ,w c, 
p?:ysS.cs,l therapists, Since 1921 when our Issocf aticn . H a s  f 3\1:.1(% d. ,- 
~2 have a l l i e d  oursel7es with the medical p-mfession i n  order ';CI 

best, 5ema the patient; aur Assocj-ation o m  p~*o.?elssionxI ;zrcj~p 
.-ecogeAze the need f o ~  physicians"guidanc3 azld c',irection, 

P?e fel-ven-tly hope tha t  sku* k y  your Conmit%ee wil l  ;ursceed pronipt:!-y 
EiEd %h%% aS a T ~ Q U X ~  of thrl.8 S~U* phy~i~22 therapists JG?~- 103k 
-fon~=d in the 5xmediate future t o  increas.4 support from -212 r:iC:di.c.;?L 
prof essicn -through stake medical societf.es f o r  these reasons i-n 
adg.ii;-i.on to - h e  p c b t s  thus far en-mer~ted., 

-1,. F'e hme zl-;~a.ys bstructed our members -thzt the s?::ppor? r~.? ."- C.L.  E 

S ta te  N e C i c d .  Societjr is not, only desl.t.r_ble but, esse:>-kL.~3 .. 

OliQ-  in tE.s way c m  we be assured th2 t  the 1.3?< c:~::rl.tec?l -k-11 
re~iLly ~ 7 ~ o t e c - l  t he  public anc l  be in t!~'? bes's in-i;?~esi;  of 
p k y s i c i a ~ . ~  and pI~sica.3. therzp%sts, 



2 ?  In almost wery state o w  efforts have been opposed by 
ch.irOp~act0rs or o thm unqualjli'ied grcups* The raajo~j-ty cf 
aur Chapters through the y e n s  have assessed thenselves to 
obtain legal advice, We as a professional p u p  =e l a rge ly  
salaried employees and so not have the finmc5al means to 
f i g h t  opws5-bion presented by other grdups- 

3 Only through mandatoryr laws requiring p~actice under p::.,ss~~!.-,tlory!.~ox~. 
and direct ion of a physician can t h e  prtactitioners of physical 
therapy be mder?ie-bly tied in with the :rnedicaL professicn- Our 
Code of Ethics binds our members; o w  ~ u d i c i a l  Committee can expel 
z member who is 'unethical, A member h&ng been q e l l e d  is no 
longer bumd by the Code of EtMcs; thdrefora, a "mandatcqr3.!' ?-m 
is the only far-reaching md enforceable means of contralling 
practiceo Adequate licens~we laws pmvide for p o l i c h g  and 
revocation of licenses, Volunt- regzstries sf professional 
groups may provide the medical profession and emplcryers ~ . t h  lists 
of those ~ f h o  are regis+,ered but the p~.act ice  of physical  theraw 
in a state cannot be controlled by a voluntary r e e s t r y  b ~ a r d ,  

The attached materials which will appear kn the ;a~?11;lr~. 1-959 i.ssir2 o f  
the PrxPSIGAL THF;PAYII FEVJEIJ may be of int,erest t o  you, Should you 
t5sh zdd i t i .0~~4 .  ctjpies of t h i s  material,  re w i l l  be plea.jecl %o pnwiddr 
these to you after January 15, Vnder separate cover WE are send-L. 
you ten C O ~ ~ E S  each of a reprint, State  Registration of Physical 
il?lerapistsp wtth a supplement of l a w s  paseed %I 1958; t e n  coptea of 
0u.r Csde of Ethics f o r  Physical. Therapists; and a l so  under sapma-to 
cover 1 ~ 2 1  sezld five copies of our pre15aina-y d d i  of cmponc~nt 
sections of a rfmuldstory" physical therapy practice a c t -  

Should you have ,my questions regarfing our leglslatrive pr2.g-m. c:.. 
our purposes, please let us know- 

Sincerely pms,  

Dorothy El, Voss, Consultsnt 
Chagt er and MembershQ Depwtmen:; 


