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HAMILTON MEOCALBUXI. 

- 
A p r i l  6 ,  1978 

Earnes t  A. Burch, Jr. 
Chairman, Board of  P h y s i c a l  Therapy Examiners 
441 Belvedere Avenue 
Bal t imore ,  Maryland 21212 

Dear M r .  Burch: 

A s  a  p r a c t i c i n g  o r t h o p e d i c  surgeon and Board member of t h e  P r i n c e  George's  
County Medical S o c i e t y ,  I have become aware of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  phys ica l  the rapy  
t r e a t m e n t s  a r e  being g iven  by un l icensed  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  o r  by u n t r a i n e d  
employees i n  a t  l e a s t  s i x  p h y s i c i a n s  o f f i c e s  i n  t h i s  county.  

Can you t e l l  m e  if t h i s  p r a c t i c e  is l e g a l  even i f  done under t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  . 
of a  doc to r?  

I would a p p r e c i a t e  a  prompt response s o  I can d i s c u s s  t h i s  m a t t e r  a t  t h e  
Execut ive  Board Heet ing of t h e  Xedical  S o c i e t y  on A p r i l  18. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  
-. -. p i  

F r  is  P. Milone, M.D.  
O r ~ h o p a e d i c  Surgeon 



A p r i l  13, 1978 

Framfs  P. Mllone, H.D. 
Southern bu i i d l ng  
9131 Piscataway Road 
Cllntan, MD 20735 

D e a r  Dr. Hi lone: 

The Maryland State Soard of Physical Therapy Examiners I s  I n  rece ip t  of your l e t t e r  
of Ap r i l  6, 1978 r e l a t  lve to the use, by physicians, o f  unl lcansed persons to  ad- 
mlnlster  physical tharapy treatments. Such pract lce Is not legal even when done 
under the supcrvlsian of a doctor as lnd ieatsd by the f o l  lowIng excerpts from an 
Attorney General Opfnton dated Ju ly  25, 1977. 

"A r t l c l e  43, Section 613 of t h e  Annotated Code of Maryland (1971 R e p l .  Yol., 
1976 Cum. Supp.) provides tha t  one who engages i n  physlcal therapy as that  
term I s  dsflned i n  Section 604 without being l icensed by the Board Is act ing 
i n  violation of Haryland law. Accordingly, we #auld conclude that  s person 
not licensed as a phystcal therapist or otherwise a u t h r i z e d  by law to under- 

. take a m d a l l t y  whlch f a l l s  w i t h l n  the de f rn l t l on  of the pract ice of physlcal 
therapy who charges a patient o r  receives cmpensatlon for performing servlets 
Mich f a l l  w l th tn  the Section 604 de f i n l t l on  would be engaged In t b  illegal 
prsctfcs of physlcal therapy and may be subject to the cr iminal  penalties as 
set forth i n  Sectlan 613." 

' I n  addleton, the oplnlon states that 
' 'a person who charges a patient or  t h i r d  party payor f o r  physlcal therapy 5er- 
vlces performed by an Indtv ldual  w h  the person resoonsible fo r  the b i l l i n f r  
knew o r  should have known was rsot a licensed physlcal therapist  and not auth- 
or ized t o  pract ice physical therapy, cou ld  reasonably be charged w i th  aiding 
and abetting the I l l e g a l  pract fce o f  physical therapy. In a d d f t i o n ,  i t  w u l d  
seem that  t h i s  person could also be charged w i t h  the crime of false pretebses 
since he 1s b i  f I lng for physlcal therapy wben the procedure performed was not 
dona by one euthorlzed by' l aw to engage i n  the rendering o f  such a servtce." 

The use of unllcansed persons t o  admfnfster phystcal therapy has been under discussion by 
the Board of h d l c a l  Examiners of  Maryland and the Board of Physical Therapy Examiners 
for  some time and culnirated In a m e t i n g  o f  the Boards on  March 16, 1973. The Intorma- 
t l o n  you have suppl ied has c a m  a t  a most opportune time. 

The bard requests p e n l s s  ton to send a copy of your l e t t s r  to t h e  Board of Hedtcal Ex- 
aminers and to the Joint Practices Camnittee of MedChl, and w i l l  appreciate a resoonse 
to t h i s  request a t  your e a r l i e s t  convenience, e i ther  by letter or a telephone call to 
the Board secretary at ( 3 ~ 1 )  383-3248. 

Sincarely, 

Ernest A. Burth. Jr. Chslrman 




