


January 30, 1947

To The Couneil of The Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland
1211 Cathedral St,.
Baltimore 1, Md.

Dear Sirs:

In Mareh 1940, your Faculty appointed a committee te investigate the possibility
of regulating Physical Therapy in Maryland. A copy of our correspondence with the
Committee Chairman is inclosed. The following is a paragraph from this letter:

"If the MedicaleChirurgical Faculty feels it is imperative to attempt some
positive legislation regarding physical therapy in the near future in order
to off-set the possibility of undesirable legislation from non-medical
groups, we will be fully in acocord with such a decision?

"0f the possibilities in this regard, the suggestion made by the
Committee of Mediscal~Chirurgical Faculty seems most feasible to us;
nemely, that if legislation seems necessary or advisable, an attempt
might be made to amend the Medical Practice Aet, defining the term
Physical Therapy, and pleecing the control of physieal therapy under
the Medisal-Chirurgical Faculty of Haryland.®

On December 17, 1946, representatives of the Maryland Registry of Physical Therapists
met with the Physical Therapy Committee of the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty.

Representative Oscupational Therapists were also present. The following motion was mede
by Dr. Ward, and sent by Dr. Sprunt to Dr, Beitler:

®"That Dr. Sprunt arrange a meeting between the Physical Therspy Committee
and the Legislative Committee of the Faculty with representatives of the
Maryland State Registry of Physical Therapists, end the Maryland Society
of Occupational Therapists; for the purpose of considering an amendment
to the Medical Practice Aet of Maryland, to include Physical Therapy and
Oscupational Therapy under a seoction on Physica]l Medicine."

In other words, the Physical Therapy “ommittee of the Paculty has agreed with
us on two occasions that the most logical selution to regulation of Physical Therapy
is by an emendment to the Medisal Practice Aet. But this recommendetion has not gone
beyond the doors of the Legislative Committee. Other types of legislation have been
introduced at the past (1945) and present (1947) Legislative Sessions, but these
proposed bills have been nothing more than a necessary evil so far as we are concerned,

The 1945 bill, @rawn up by Mr. Donavon, medical-legal advisor for the Faculty,
wag definitely a counter-bill teo off-set the bill writtem by Mr. Mules for a group
of persons belonging to a chartered physical therapy societj, here in Maryland.

Errors in the 1945 bill became obvious after the hearings in Annapolis, end a
new bill was drewn up to be presented to the Legislative Council of the General
Assembly at a hearing called by them,

Knowing all along that the real objective of the ethical Physical Therapists
has been an amendment to the Medical Practice Act, we made another attempt before
the Legislature convened, to be heard by the Faculty, The December 17 meeting was
arranged with the outcome as stated above,
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The sequense of events has made all of our group certain that we do not want separate
legislation which tends to relegate us to membership in a cultist organization. We
have been trained by medical doctors, ir hospitals and colleges associated with medical
ashssle, and we treat patiente under the direstion of medical doctors. Noest of us
are employed in hospitals.

Aceording to the Legislative Routine as it appeared in The Sun paper this
morning, H.B 7 has been introduced to prohibit advertising by persons practieing
osteopathy, chiropractie, physiotherppy, or naturepathy, Physical Therapy is thrown
together with these branshes that admittedly practice apart from the medical profession.
If the medical men cont to treat physieal therapy in this mamner, and to label it
as a oult as they do ers, then we as physical therapists ase foolish to seek
legislation other than independent of the medisal direection.

The AyM.A. organized the Council on Physical Therapy in May 1926, In December 1943
the name was changed to the Coumeil on Physical Medieine. At present there are 21
sohools offering courses in Physical Therapy, approved by the A.M.A. Maryland
unfortunately has no school. Regardless of how far Maryland has advanced in other
fields of Medieine, it has made no progress in the field of Physical Medieine, which
has become a recognized part of many A-l medisal schools. The A.,M,A, convention in
1946 placed a great deal of emphasis on this rapidly rising branch of Medieine,

Included under Physioal Medieine are two main seetions, Physical Therapy and
Osoupational Therapy. These seotions of Medieine are no longer classed as cults,
but as necessary and desirable adjuncts of the medical profession.

We do not seek to enter the practice of medicine in any sense of the word.
Our request for an amendment to the Monﬁmtho Act takes the form of an
exemption with the stipulation that all prastice be done under medical direstion,
The following is a recommended proposals
"The provisions of this ACT shall not be construed to apply to the practice
of Oceupational Therapy or Physieal Therapy for the relief of disease,

by persons prasticing under the direetion of a person licémsed to practice
Medieine in the State of Maryland."

We oould have banded together and asked a lawyer to draw up just such an smendment
to the Medical Practice Act, and sought te have it introduced at the General Assembly,
But to do so would have hesped disapproval on all of us. Instead, we have humbly
but persistently kept kmocking at your door sinee 1940, asking you to hear our problem,
so that recommendation could come from the Medieal and Chirurgical Faculty.

We are being pressed into aetion, not enly by the faet that another group of
Physical Therapists wish to amend our bill as it has been introduced, but also by
the proposed Chiropractie bill (H.B. #83) which has been introdused. At the present
session, chiropractors are seeking to amend their law in such a way as to legalize
the prastice of physical therapy for theme They do not use the words physical therspy,
but cover this field in the use of the word "Modalities". Their definition of
chiropractie goes even further inte the field of Medicine, them just the phase of
physieal therapy. The exaet wording may be seen on the attached bill (Ses.446 (s),
lines 21-37). Rearranged to make its meaning obvious it states:
Chiropractie =-- drugless health system ==~ for the purpose of == aiding in
the restoration of health === permit adjustment by hand --- by any methodew=
(not prohibiting) any nesessary electrical, mechanieal, dietitie, and
sanitery measures incident to the care of the human body.
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Even if the ehiropractie bill is not amended as they are asking, there is the
still the very great possibility that the chiropractors can all obtain a license to :
practice physieal therapy if the physical therapy bill which is now in the legislature

must be amended by introdustion of the grandfather clauses Vearious sources inform

us that there must be some provision for all who have been in prastice of physical
therapy (for at least two years previous) to obtain license without examination..
Chiropractors have admittedly been practiecing physical therapy along with ehiropractic.
They olaim more right to these types of treatment than the Medieal profession. They
have gone so far as to add the neme Physiecal Therapy to the neme of one of their
recognized schools of chiropractic.

Everywhere we turn, doectors advige us that the Medical Practice Act must not be
opened up. To open it mey mean disaster for the entire bill, Disaster will net
come through amendments supported by those who seek to work only under your direetion,
and in full cooperation with the doctors, but will come through separate legislation
supported by those who seock to tear apart the practice of Medieine,

We feel that it is imperative that the Medioal Profession take a definite stand

in regard to Physieal Therapy, recognize it as an adjunct, and make a move to define
it in the Medisal Practice Act.

Respectfully submitted,

Evelyn M. Byrd Henry 0., Kendall

Naney G. Wolfe Helen C. Coburn

Amna K. Bean Esther M. Huether
Florence P. Kendall

Legislative Com., Md. State Reglstry Phy. Therspists



