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June 3, 1947

The Medical & Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland
1211 Cathedral Street

Baltimore 1, Maryland
Gentlemen:

In the American Medical Assoelation approved schools for training
physical therapiste, it is an established procedure for physiocal therapists
%o be trained in the administration of treatments invelving the ise of drugs
introduced into the body by means of electrical currents; sueh procedure
being known as "iontophoresis®, This prodedure is striectly under medical
direction but is performed by the physieal therapist,

Under the present Physical Therspy Aet of Maryland, whieh became effect-
ive June first, such procedure is prohibited by virtue of the definition of
Physical Therspy as included therein;

"Physical Therapy is defined for the purpose of this subetitle as the

treatment of human injuries, diseases, or disabilities by means of the

healing properties of exercise, massage, ultra-violet rays, mechanical
devices, heat,cold,air, light, water, and eleotricity, but not by means
of Roentgen rays, radium, surgery or drugs."

It has become necessary te establish a name for a profession which includes
in itz practice, both the use of physieal therapeutie measures, and the use of
iontophoresisy in order that the hospitals in Maryland may eontinue to have
therapists give these treatments on preseription of the medical dostor.

Por matters of expediency, a Charter for a Corporation kmown as
"The Maryland Society of Medieal Therspists", has been filed under the laws
of the State of Maryland, as of May 31, 1947,

The following proposed definitions of (1) "THE PRACTICE OF MEDICAL THERAPY",
and (2)"MEDICAL THERAPIST", are being submitted %o you with the request that
they be given your immediate consideration in regard to approvel or reconstruct-
ion, 1I%t is nescessary that we be prepared to submit to the Beard of Physical
Therapy Examinersy as soon as sush Board is appointed by the Governor, our
decision in regard to not teking out a physieal therapy license.

1. TEE PRACTICE OF MEDICAL THERAPY shall be considered as that branch
of Physieal Medicine whioh ineludes the administration under medical
direotion, of drugs introduced into the body by means of electrical
ourrents, end the application of physical therapeutic measures for the
treatment of humen diseases, injuries, or disabilities.

2s A MEDICAL THERAPIST is ome who engages in the Practice of Medical

Therapy.
Respectfully submitted,

Maryland Society of Medical Therapists, Ime.

“Henry O. Kendell, Hepresentative



1. not provide penslty for unauthorized practice of physical
Wumtarhtbtithdthm. 4

2. Change name to Medical Therspist
3. Incorporate as a nonprofit corporstion changing name to medisal
therapists. ;

4e hdvertise in phone book as medical therapists

5. Establish new charter and by-laws providing for sedministration of
of organizstion, quslifications for membership

6. Pass resclution having doctors amend medical practice act st next
session of legislature before the physical therapy group amends its
act to include medical therapists.

7. TWork toward change of APA getting nstional and local groups of
medical therapists

8. Include ccoupstionsl therapists??7777



