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Title of Activity: UPDATE: Thoracic Oncology 2016   
 
Date Form Completed: September 24, 2016 
 
Activity Type:     
 
  ☒Provider-directed, provider-paced:  Live (in person or webinar) 

 Date of live activity:  11/11/2016 
 ☐Provider-directed, learner-paced: Enduring material 

 Start date of enduring material: Click here to enter a date. 
 Expiration/end date of enduring material: Click here to enter a date. 

 ☐Blended activity 

 Date(s) of enduring material (ex. prework): 

 Date of live portion of activity: Click here to enter a date. 
 
Nurse Planner contact information for this activity.  

Name and credentials: Melissa Culligan, RN, BSN, MS 

Email Address:   mculligan@smail.umaryland.edu 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  

The Nurse Planner must be a currently licensed registered nurse with a baccalaureate degree or higher in 
nursing, and be actively involved in planning, implementing and evaluating this continuing education activity. 
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A. Description of the professional practice gap (e.g. change in practice, problem in practice, opportunity 

for improvement) 

New and emerging information on the diagnosis and care of patients with thoracic malignancies is 
being published at an accelerated rate. The emergence of targeted therapies, innovative and 
minimally invasive surgical techniques and immunotherapy in all thoracic malignancies are areas in 
which physicians and allied health care providers are either not aware of or are not sufficiently 
knowledgeable of. As a result of this lack of knowledge, physicians are not implementing these 
current treatment strategies into their clinical practices. Physician, nurses and allied healthcare 
providers are challenged with the task and responsibility of remaining current with all of this 
evidenced based information and incorporating it into their clinical practice. The challenge of 
bridging the knowledge gap between the latest evidence based information and current practice is 
an enormous hurdle that the majority of clinicians struggle with and often fall short in 
accomplishing. This ultimately has a negative impact on patient outcomes and slows the progression 
of quality patient care in the United States and worldwide. 
 

 
B. Evidence to validate the professional practice gap 

 Physicians, nurses and allied healthcare providers are challenged with the task and responsibility 
of remaining current with all of this evidenced based information and incorporating it into their 
clinical practice. The challenge of bridging the knowledge gap between the latest evidence based 
information and current practice is an enormous hurdle that the majority of clinicians struggle with 
and often fall short in accomplishing. This ultimately has a negative impact on patient outcomes and 
slows the progression of quality patient care in the United States and worldwide. 
 
 

C. Educational need that underlies the professional practice gap (e.g. gap in knowledge, skill and/or 
practices) 

Lack of awareness and knowledge: The target audience has a general lack of awareness and gap in 
knowledge of all of the latest in published evidence based literature pertaining to the care of of 
thoracic malignancy patients due to its large volume, accelerated pace of new and innovative 
treatment options and general lack of time to remain current while caring for a larger volume of 
patients. 
Lack of performance and competence: Thoracic oncology practitioners’ competence and 
performance are both effected as a result of their lack of awareness, knowledge and ability to stay 
current on the latest treatment options for the patients they are caring for on a daily basis. By 
increasing their knowledge, awareness and establishing collaborative relationships with likeminded 
experts in their field, their performance and competence will increase to a cutting edge level which 
will result in improved patient care and outcomes. 
 
 

D. Description of the target audience 

This seminar will be of interest and use to Medical Oncologists, Surgeons, Nurse Practitioners, 

Oncology Nurses, Nurse Navigators, Thoracic Surgery Nurses, Physician Assistants, 

Pulmonologists, Radiation Oncologists, Family Medicine Practitioners, any allied healthcare 

professional and trainees 
 

E. Desired learning outcome(s) 

At the conclusion of this activity, participants will be able to: 
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1. Discuss the criticality of a multidisciplinary approach to diagnosing and treating thoracic 

malignancies after having participated in question and answers sessions following lectures and case 

presentations. 

2. Describe the potential role for, and combinations of, standard treatment modalities as well as 

current innovative and upcoming investigational modalities. 

3. Discuss the current research on thoracic malignancies as it pertains to clinical practice in 
thoracic oncology. 
 
 

F. Content of activity: A description of the content with supporting references or resources 

This course is a state of the art review of the treatment and investigation of thoracic malignancies.  

The faculty of the University of Maryland School of Medicine Mesothelioma and Thoracic Oncology 

Research and Treatment Center, recognized as national and international experts in the field, will 

provide the full spectrum of perspectives on the many challenging and controversial topics 

surrounding these cancers.  The review will cover standard and investigational treatments as well as 

the role of integrative and palliative medicine throughout the continuum of care.  Presented for 

clinicians, there will be a select review of the most cutting edge genetic, translational and clinical 

research. 
 

G. Learner engagement strategies 

Formal lecture is a commonly accepted approach to presenting scholarly information to large 

groups and is an effective learning strategy. 

 

Formal lecture with Q&A is a commonly accepted approach to presenting scholarly information to 

large groups and is an effective learning strategy. Lecture followed by question and answer sessions 

allows for learners to clarify points of interested or gaps in knowledge at an important point in the 

learning process. 

 

Interesting and complicated thoracic oncology case presentations following formal lectures on 

related thoracic malignancies will allow the learners to actively apply new knowledge in a setting 

that allows for interaction with the experts in the field as well as fellow learners. 

 

PowerPoint Presentations are a widely accepted platform for presenting new scientific knowledge 

and results to both small and large audiences. Technology has advanced to the point where lectures 

given in a PowerPoint format can include large volumes in written information, high quality 

graphics and innovative treatment videos – all contributing to the learners experience. 
 

H. Criteria for awarding contact hours 

Participants must attend all lectures and complete evaluation form at the conclusion of the activity 
 

I. Description of evaluation method: Evidence that change in knowledge, skills and/or practices of 
target audience was assessed 

Participants will complete an evaluation form rating the programs overall content, each speaker’s 

effectiveness and the applicability to their own practice.  
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ATTACHMENTS 
Please submit all supporting evidence electronically as attachments in a single PDF. 

 
 

 
 

Attachment 1 Names and credentials of activity planners, presenters, faculty, authors, and/or content reviewers (must 
identify Nurse Planner and content expert(s)) 
 

Attachment 2 Conflict of interest documentation from all individuals in a position to control content (e.g. planners, 
presenters, faculty, authors, and/or content reviewers) and resolution if applicable 

Attachment 3 Number of contact hours awarded for activity, including method of calculation (Provider must keep a record 
of the number of contact hours earned by each participant.) If the activity is longer than 3 hours, attach the 
agenda for the entire activity. 
 

Attachment 4 Certificate or documentation of completion 

Attachment 5 Commercial Support Agreement with signature and date (if applicable) 
 

Attachment 6 Evidence of required information provided to learners: 
1. Accreditation statement of provider awarding contact hours 
2. Criteria for awarding contact hours 
3. Presence or absence of conflicts of interest for all individuals in a position to control 

content (e.g. members of the Planning Committee, presenters, faculty, authors, and 
content reviewers) 

4. Commercial support (if applicable) 
5. Expiration date (enduring materials only) 
6. Joint Providership (if applicable) 
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