Arrigo Piperno Dental Artwork Collection
Dates Created: 
1523-1932 and undated
Date Received: 
1941
Extent: 
.42 Linear Feet
Creators: 
Piperno, Arrigo
Subjects: 
Dentistry in art; Dentistry--Caricatures and cartoons; Art; Apollonia, Saint, -249—Art
Abstract: 
The Piperno Collection was curated by Arrigo Piperno, a well-known Italian dentist, whose patients included Pope Pius XII and Benito Mussolini. The collection includes original and reproduction engravings, advertisements, paintings, woodcuts, etchings, and books dating from 1523 to c. 1932. The artwork in the collection portrays dentists and dentistry in history and includes pieces portraying St. Apollonia, the patron saint of dentists and people suffering from toothache and dental diseases. 
Biographical History: 
Arrigo Piperno, MD, DDS was born in 1879 in Spoleto, Umbria, Italy. He earned a medical degree in Italy before attending the Chicago College of Dental Surgery, earning his DDS in 1908. Following graduation Dr. Piperno returned to Italy to set up a dental practice.  

Dr. Piperno served as the dentist to Pope Pius XII, the artist and poet Carlo Alberto Salustri (pseudonym Trilussa), and the Italian dictator Benito Mussolini. He was a leading dentist in Italy and was active in improving standards for dental education. Dr. Piperno was also lecturer at the Royal University of Medicine in Rome until 1946 and the Director of the Municipal School Dental Clinic in Rome. He invented a dentifrice named the Monteluco and a concentrated solution for the gums called Gengiviticon. 

Dr. Piperno was an avid collector of rare dentistry books and artwork.
Scope and Content: 
1 box, 40 Folders; Dental-Pharmacy Art Collection Oversized Drawer (5), 4 oversized folders

This collection contains artwork of various types organized by accession numbers assigned by the librarians of the Pharmacy-Dental Library. Artwork is stored in 1 box and oversized artwork is in an oversized drawer (number 5, Dental-Pharmacy Art Collection Oversized Drawer). 

See the excel spreadsheet container list for a list of the artwork in the collection.
Arrangement: 
Most pieces have an accession number from the Dental-Pharmacy Library Accession Book, dated 1942-1965. Accession numbers include an alphabetical indication of one of the following: A, which corresponds to originals; R, which corresponds to photographs or other reproductions; and S, which corresponds to dental advertisements. The items are separated by size with smaller items being in a box and larger items being in the Dental-Pharmacy Art Collection Drawer (oversized drawer 5). Items are arranged with those with an accession number beginning with A first, followed by R, then S; items that do not have an accession number are last. 
Access Restrictions: 
Collection is open for research. When possible, researchers should use the digitized versions of the artwork found in the Dentistry Illustrations and Saint Apollonia Artworks Collections in the HSHSL’s Digital Archive. 
Language: 
English, Italian, German, French
Custodial History: 
This collection was curated and owned by Dr. Arrigo Piperno. In 1941 the University of Maryland Dental Library acquired, either through purchase or donation, records remain unclear, the Piperno Collection. The Dental Library merged the collection with a larger art collection known as the Dental-Pharmacy Art Collection; an accession/record book of the art collection was begun in 1941. When the Dental and Pharmacy libraries merged with the other campus libraries in a new Health Sciences Library building in 1961 the art collections were transferred to the Historical Collections department of the library. The last date in the accession book is 1965. 

When the collection came to the University it included 26 books as well as artwork. This finding aid only addresses the artwork. The books have not been identified with the exception of Odontologia Ossia Trattato Sopra I Denti Obera Di Antonio Campani, 1786. Odontologia is cataloged and part of the Grieves Historical book collection. 
Acquisition: 
In the Spring of 1941 the Dental Library at the University of Maryland, Baltimore received the Piperno Collection through the Clarence J. Grieves Library Foundation.
Sources Used: 
The Clarence J. Grieves Library Foundation. (Jan 1942). “The Piperno Collection.” The Journal of the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery Dental School University of Maryland. (6)1:9. Available in the Internet Archive.

Schullian, D.M. (July 1954). “Piperno, Trilussa, and Dental Caricature.” Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences. 9(3):273-280. Available through JStor Database.
Related Collections and Materials: 
The Dentistry Illustrations Digital Collection, HSHSL Digital Archive
The Saint Apollonia Artworks Digital Collection, HSHSL Digital Archive
Dental-Pharmacy Library Artwork Collection, HSHSL Historical Collections, Finding aid available in HSHSL Digital Archive
Saint Apollonia Artwork Collection, HSHSL Historical Collections, Finding aid available in HSHSL Digital Archive.
Processing Information: 
The items in the Piperno Collection were integrated into a larger Dental-Pharmacy Library Art Collection in 1941. During processing of the larger collection it was decided to reinstate the Piperno Collection as a standalone collection. The existing Dental-Pharmacy Art Accession/Record book as well as an article about the acquisition of the Piperno Collection were used to identify pieces and bring them back together in this collection.  

