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CREATING A SECOND DOOR

SO WITHIN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM | REALLY THINK THAT THE
PROJECT DAWN COURT HAD THE BEST INTENTIONS, AND | THINK THAT
IT’S MOVING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION OF HOW WE SHOULD BE

HANDLING THIS. THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM AS A WHOLE | THINK
DOES NOT.

(MAYA, PHILADELPHIA COORDINATOR)




ONCE IN THE DOOR

Program

Baltimore’s
Specialized
Prostitution
Diversion
Program (SPD)

11 EE LT Women only

Project Dawn
Court (PDC)

Participant

Gender

Program
Duration

Minimum one
year
(4 Phases)

Pleading

Program

Requirement |Arena

Social Work
and pretrial
offices at the
courthouse

Pre-plea

No contest Courts and
plea required Probation
and clients are officers
supervised

through

probation

Program
Content

Individualized

Individualized
with common
services such
as trauma
focus and
sexual abuse
therapy

Ovutcomes

Success: Null
processing.

Failure: Return
to plea state.

Success:
Cases
dismissed with
Prejudice

Failure: Guilty
verdict
entered
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METHOD & SAMPLE

“SITUATED KNOWLEDGE HELPS US BETTER
UNDERSTAND AND EXPLAIN WHAT IS
ACCOMPLISHED BY STRATEGIES OR
TECHNOLOGIES OF RESPONSIBILIZATION.

...WE FOREGROUND [PARTICIPANTS'| OWN

SENSE OF WHAT THEY ‘GOT FROM' ...
INTERVENTIONS”

(PHOENIX & KELLY, 2013, P. 420, 421).



WHO DOES THIS?!:
STIGMA AND CHOICELESS CHOICES

I'VE ALWAYS THOUGHT BEFORE | STARTED PROJECT DAWN COURT THAT THE WOMEN THAT GO OUT

THERE - THEY ARE PROSTITUTES [WHO] SELL THEIR BODIES TO GET MONEY FOR THEIR DRUG HABIT. ...

[THE EXPERTS] WERE SAYING THAT “THAT'S NOT IT, USUALLY SOMETHING ELSE IS HAPPENING OR HAS
HAPPENED IN THEIR LIFE AND THEY ARE USING DRUGS TO COVER UP AND MASK THAT PAIN THAT THEY

ARE GOING THROUGH AND THE ONLY WAY THEY CAN GET THE MONEY FOR IT IS TO SELL THEIR
BODIES."” IT'S NOT LIKE ANYBODY WANTS TO JUST BE OUT THERE SELLING THEIR BODIES FOR MONEY.

(JUDGE RICHARDS, PHILADELPHIA)




THE ALLURE OF FACILITATING CHANGE,
ONE DEFENDANT AT A TIME

IT'S AMAZING THE PEOPLE THAT ARE OUT THERE THAT ARE WILLING TO HELP, THE SOCIAL PROGRAMS
THAT ARE OUT THERE. ...| ALWAYS TELL THE OFFICERS, ‘IF YOU DON'T GET BURNED, THEN YOU'RE NOT
DOING YOUR JOB." SO WE HAVE TIRE TRACKS UP AND DOWN OUR BACKS; BUT WE HAVE TO EXTEND
OURSELVES...AND THAT'S PART OF THE JOB; GIRLS ARE GONNA RUN ON YOU. BUT IF A COUPLE CAN
STAY, YOU DO SEE RESULTS. AND THAT'S WHAT | THINK, ESPECIALLY [RONNY]|, SHE WORKS HER ASS

OFF.

(JOHN, PHILADELPHIA PROBATION SUPERVISOR)




MAINTAINING ETHICAL AND PROFESSIONAL
COMMITMENTS THROUGH PROSTITUTION
DIVERSION

[DIVERSION] WAS VERY IMPORTANT TO THE STATE'S ATTORNEY. THE LINE ATTORNEYS THEY'LL JOKE,
‘AH, DOING WHORE COURT." ... THEY DON'T TAKE IT AS SERIOUSLY.

YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE TRYING MURDERS TO BE MAKING A DIFFERENCE...ON MANY LEVELS YOU
MAKE MORE OF A DIFFERENCE AT THE GROUND LEVEL DOING THE GRASSROOTS EFFORTS. AND NOT
EVERYBODY NEEDS TO GO TO JAIL; BUT A LOT OF THE PEOPLE THAT ARE IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE

SYSTEM HAVE ISSUES THAT NEED TO BE ADDRESSED. AND IF WE CAN FIND A WAY OF ADDRESSING IT
AND GETTING THEM OUT OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, THEN | CONSIDER THAT TO BE WORTHY
WORK AS WELL.

(MARGO, BALTIMORE PROSECUTOR)




RESPONSIBILIZATION AND INCREMENTAL CHANGE

AND MY ROLE IS TO, CERTAINLY SUPERVISE THE GIRLS, SUPERVISE THEIR TREATMENT, LOOK OVER MAKE
SURE THEY'RE NOT USING DRUGS, GIVING [DIRTY] URINES. BUT | FEEL THE MOST IMPORTANT ROLE IS
TO HOLD IT OVER THEIR HEAD THAT THEY'RE GOING TO GET INCARCERATED OR GET IN TROUBLE IF
THEY DON'T DO WHAT THEY NEED TO DO. BECAUSE | FEEL THAT THESE GIRLS ARE VERY SMART;

THEY'RE SURVIVORS, THEY'VE BEEN THROUGH A LOT. AND THEY- THEY'RE NOT DUMB. AND MY ROLE
IS JUST TO TRY TO KEEP THAT IN CHECK.
(CATHERINE HEATHCLIFF, PHILADELPHIA PROBATION OFFICER)




FINDING JUSTICE IN PROSTITUTION DIVERSION
MNOICTIVVN

The judge has gotta [have]a really ambitious vision to what justice can be, in like you
can’'t just be trying to force whatever you do for these women into an old fashioned,
criminal justice model.

Because the fucking machine is broken.... the limitation of Project Dawn [i]s frankly
it’'s being done in a court in the first place. Because the entire machine is fucking
broken, and it's half the reason why we're in this quagmire in the first place. So how
are you gonna use the master’s toolse ...

| feel like we're kind of hamstrung a little bit...by the whole court system, by the fact
that sentencing is always the answer.

(Alice, Philadelphia public defender) THE MASTER'S TOOLS

WILL NEVER
DISMANTLE THE
MASTER'S HOUSE.




TARGETED SYMPATHY: WHO BENEFITS?

SYMPATHY TARGETS THE “RIGHT" KIND OF VICTIM

AS LONG

AS THEY EXHIBIT BEHAVIORS AND ATTITUDES INTELLIGIBLE TO
WORKGROUP MEMBERS, SUCH AS CONITRITION, DEFERENCE,

AND TRAUMA PERFORMANCE (CORRIGAN & SHDAIMAH, 2017).
PROBLEM-SOLVING JUSTICE MAY BE A PRODUCTIVE “ZONE

OF AGREEMENT"" (FeeLey 2010) FOR DISPARATE PRO
& POLITICAL ORIENTATIONS TO FIND AND BUILD U
COMMONALITIES IN WAYS THAT WILL IMPROVE EX
OF JUSTICE.

FESSIONAL
PON THEIR

PERIENCES




TARGETED SYMPATHY

WHILE SOME DEFENDANTS BENEFIT, PROBLEM-SOLVING JUSTICE

PARTICIPATES IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF IDEAL SUBJECTS
A FEATURE OF NEOLIBERAL GOVERNANCE WHICH ABSOLVES THE STATE
OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIAL WELFARE WHILE

CREATING A MORE COMPLIANT CITIZENRY.
RATHER THAN BROAD STRUCTURAL CRITIQUE OF THE JUSTICE SYSTEM OR
RADICAL RESISTANCE, OUR RESPONDENTS HAVE A SPECIFIC SYMPATHY
FOR PEOPLE INVOLVED IN PROSTITUTION.
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