
Opioid and Substance Use Disorders:
Destigmatizing the Issue and Responding 

to the Challenge

2018 - 2019



The Millicent Gear Edmunds Lecture:

The Response from Maryland’s Administration 
and Legislature

Birch Barron, MSPH, CEM

Deputy Director, Opioid Operational Command Center



Objectives

• Discuss contributing factors to current opioid 

substance use disorder crisis in Maryland.

• Discuss major Maryland policy initiatives 

targeting reduction in opioid substance use 

disorders.

• Apply knowledge to professional role.



Disclosures

No conflict of interest was disclosed by any individual 

associated with planning or participating in this event.

University of Maryland School of Nursing is accredited with 

distinction as a provider of continuing nursing education by 

the American Nurses Credentialing Center's Commission on 

Accreditation. 



Continuing Education (CE) for Nurses

• Nurses may receive 1.5 contact hours:

 sign in at the onsite registration table

 submit the following within 30 days :

• completed activity evaluation & verification of 

attendance forms

• $10 fee

• CE certificates distributed via email from the University of 

Maryland School of Nursing (UMSON) within two to four 

weeks after submitting completed forms and fee.
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