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Columbia Barracks, Cuba, 

December 28th, 1900 

My dear Jennie: 

I received no letter by Wednesday’s mail so I have none to answer. The cake and things you sent here 

have not arrived yet, possibly they will come in with tomorrow’s mail. Last night was the occasion of 

General Wood’s reception. I had received an invitation but did not go because I had no evening dress 

and no blue uniform to wear. Everybody wore evening dress so I was ashamed to go and be the only 

person present in khaki which is intended only for a field uniform. The other night I felt much 

embarrassed at the dinner in the city. Of 70 gentlemen at the tables not a single one was in uniform but 

myself and the uniform I wore being rough and colored made me very conspicuous. Gen. Wood was 

present at that also and so were the best physicians of the city and all wore evening dress. The officers 

of the German Man of War Vineta were invited out to the post yesterday to a luncheon and there was a 

review of the troops. I was not invited to the luncheon and only saw the review. Today the two surgeons 

from the German warship and some other gentlemen from the city came out to inspect our yellow fever 

patients and our special camp established for experimental purposes about a mile out in the country.  

This afternoon we were all invited to a reception on board the vessel but as it was rather a swell affair 

and a number of ladies were to be there I did not go. Besides I had been on board last Sunday afternoon 

and thought it hardly necessary to go again.  

I saw that the Washington Post the other day characterized the mosquito theory as ridiculous. They will 

change their opinion soon for one of the physicians out today was an associated press correspondent.  I 

have heard nothing yet from Washington and am sorry you went to it. The letters he writes will be seen 

by the clerks as a matter of official business and will be talked about all over the city. I fear the 

gentleman who said he would look after my interests will be offended because he is a Democrat and he 

will think also that I do not place any reliance upon his word.  

With love & kisses for all 

Your affectionate husband 

James  


