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UMB IN THE NEWS
Robert R.
Redfield, MD,
was appointed
director of the
U.S. Centers for
Disease Control
and Prevention
(CDC) in March.
Redfield, a
renowned
infectious
disease expert,
co-founded
the Institute of
Human Virology at the University of Maryland
School of Medicine (UMSOM) in 1996. At the
institute, Redfield’s research focused on novel
strategies to innovatively target host cell pathways
to treat and prevent HIV infection and other viral
diseases. He also was the Robert C. Gallo, MD,
Endowed Professor in Translational Medicine,
chief of infectious diseases, and vice chair of
medicine for clinical affairs in the UMSOM
Department of Medicine.
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Jody Olsen,
PhD, MSW,
was confirmed
as director
of the Peace
Corps in March.
Previously, Olsen
was a visiting
professor at the
University of
Maryland School
of Social Work
and director of
UMB's Center for
Global Education Initiatives. Olsen began her work
with the Peace Corps as a volunteer in Tunisia, and
rose through the leadership holding positions such
as the country director for the West African nation
of Togo, the regional director for North Africa, the
Near East, Asia, and the Pacific, and the agency
chief of staff. Ultimately, she held the position of
deputy and acting director of the Peace Corps from
2002 to 2009. Olson received both her MSW and
PhD from the University of Maryland.
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FINDING
SOLUTIONS
TOGETHER

Dean Reynolds greets CURE scholars who are visiting the
School of Dentistry to learn about oral health.

At the University of Maryland School of Dentistry
(UMSOD), we recently invited alumnus Francis G.
Serio, DMD, PERIO '86, MS ’91, MBA, to speak at
our reunion. Nearly four decades ago, he founded the
Dominican Dental Mission Project, an organization
that has provided free oral health services to more
than 62,000 Dominican Republic residents. In
recognition of his work, Serio has received many
honors including the President’s Volunteer Action
Award from President George H.W. Bush and the
Daily Points of Light Award from President George
W. Bush.
Integral to UMSOD’s success is being part of the
University of Maryland, Baltimore (UMB), whose
internationally renowned health sciences and human
services campus forms a rich setting for unique
collaborations and partnerships.
By participating in the University of Maryland
School of Medicine’s Institute of Human Virology’s
JACQUES Initiative, Marion Manski, RDH, MS,
director of UMSOD’s Dental Hygiene Program,
and her colleagues expanded the dental hygiene
curriculum in 2013 to include training in rapid oral
HIV testing, an initiative aimed at reducing HIV
infections. Last year, Robert K. Ernst, PhD, professor
and vice chair of UMSOD’s Department of Microbial
Pathogenesis, was named UMB’s Researcher of the
Year for groundbreaking work in allowing bacteriaand fungi-caused infections to be identified in less
than an hour, potentially saving thousands of lives.
This pioneering work is built upon a collaboration
with faculty at the University of Maryland School of
Pharmacy.

UMSOD, the first dental college in the world,
always has been home to forward thinkers. From
Frieda Rudo, PhD, professor in the Department of
Pharmacology, whose pioneering research led to the
development of two inhalation anesthetics, to Valli
Meeks, DDS, MS, RDH, clinical associate professor
in the Department of Oncology and Diagnostic
Sciences, who opened Baltimore’s first dental clinic for
Marylanders with HIV/AIDS, our faculty constantly
push the envelope in pursuit of improving lives.
As a dental student at UMSOD, I understood the
significance of such contributions and achievements.
As dean, I have come to appreciate deeply the critical
role that UMSOD plays in training the next generation
of leaders and innovators in oral health care.
But we cannot do it alone. We count on you, our
friends and alumni such as Frederick G. Smith,
DDS ’78, MS, and Venice K. Paterakis, DDS ’81,
who established an endowed professorship in Oral
and Maxillofacial Surgery. Their generosity will
allow us to fund the work of a distinguished faculty
member, enabling this professor to pursue new areas
of research and teaching. Once hired, this professor
will collaborate with colleagues here at UMB, and
will have a joint appointment at the University of
Maryland, College Park — extending the impact of
philanthropic support.
At UMB, we are training exceptional professionals
— thinkers and doers adept at teamwork and
collaboration — who will provide critical leadership in
clinical care, education, research, and public service.
Your partnership is vital to our success.

Mark A. Reynolds, DDS ’86, PhD, MA
Dean and Professor
University of Maryland School of Dentistry
SPOTLIGHT: FOCUS ON PHILANTHROPY

|

FALL 2018

$20 Million Gift Creates
Endless Possibilities to
Improve Health Care
The University of Maryland School of Medicine
(UMSOM) will receive $20 million in philanthropic
support from one of its most distinguished, longtime
board members and benefactors, Robert E. Fischell,
ScD. UMSOM Dean E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD,
MBA, made the big announcement at the School of
Medicine Gala in May.
The monumental gift, the largest in the school’s
211-year history, will be a catalyst to transform
the medical school into a major center for
bioengineering innovation. It is a testament of
Fischell’s longstanding commitment to integrating
the fields of medicine and engineering for the
benefit of society.
“Increasingly, the solutions to our most complex
health problems will be found at the intersections of
medicine, engineering, and business,” said Reece,
who is also executive vice president for medical
affairs, University of Maryland, Baltimore, and
the John Z. and Akiko K. Bowers Distinguished
Professor.
“This generous gift from Dr. Fischell will elevate
the University of Maryland School of Medicine as
a national leader in making innovative discoveries
and developing new medical technology in ways
that will have direct benefit to patients around the
world.”
Fischell, known for inventing life-saving medical
devices, is one of the nation’s most innovative
and successful technology entrepreneurs. In
2015, he was inducted into the National Academy
of Inventors. In 2016, he received the National
Medal for Technology and Innovation, the highest
honor for technological innovation bestowed by
the president of the United States. He holds more
than 200 patents, including nearly 30 patents on
orbiting spacecraft, and is credited with pioneering
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the modern era of space satellites. Fischell has
invented or helped to invent several important
medical devices, including coronary artery stents,
the implantable heart defibrillator, the implantable
insulin pump, a device to prevent migraine
headaches, and a device recently approved by the
Food and Drug Administration to prevent death
from heart attacks.
“Robert Fischell is truly a ‘Renaissance Man’
for the 21st century,” said Reece. “The School
of Medicine is deeply grateful to him for this
transformational gift. We are so fortunate to have
his wisdom, experience, and entrepreneurial spirit
at the University of Maryland School of Medicine.”

Our gift will ultimately create
a center bringing together
biomedical engineering and
medical research, which we
hope leads to discoveries to
improve the lives of the patients
treated here in Baltimore and
throughout the world. The
possibilities are endless when
engineering and medicine
collaborate to improve health
care for millions of patients.
Robert E. Fischell, ScD
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Robert E. Fischell, ScD, and Susan R. Fischell

The gift will be used to establish the Robert E.
Fischell Center for Biomedical Innovation, and
will provide funding for Health Sciences Facility
III, the school’s new 450,000-square-foot,
research collaboration and innovation complex.
It also will provide essential support for research
funds and endowed professorships at the Fischell
Center.
Over the years, Fischell and his wife, Susan R.
Fischell, have generously supported UMSOM
with major donations and gifts, including the
endowment of the first Dean’s Professorship in
honor of Reece. Claire Fraser, PhD, director of
the Institute for Genomic Sciences, was invested
as the inaugural Dean’s Endowed Professor of
Medicine.

“We are absolutely thrilled to have the
opportunity to support the UMSOM in this way,”
said Fischell. “Our specific purpose for the new
center is to help expand the UMSOM’s capacity
for biomedical engineering so that it will produce
new technologies and devices that will help treat
our most critical and chronic diseases.”
The magnitude of this unprecedented gift
will allow the School of Medicine to pursue
research that will spur the continued growth
of its fundamental and translational research
programs to develop new products, treatments,
and therapies. It will help drive medical
breakthroughs that will ultimately lead to more
effective treatments and techniques, potentially
saving and improving the quality of life for
millions of people throughout the world.
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An HS/HSL Partnership
with NIH for All of Us
Imagine research studies with 1 million possible
subjects. Imagine participant pools reflecting the
rich behavioral, environmental, and biological
diversity of the U.S. population. This is the promise
and the hope of the All of Us Research Program, a
key element of the National Institutes of Health’s
(NIH) Precision Medicine Initiative, which seeks to
collect health data from 1 million people nationwide
to accelerate research and improve health.
The Health Sciences and Human Services Library
(HS/HSL), based on the University of Maryland,
Baltimore campus and headquarters for the
Southeastern Atlantic Regional Medical Library
(SEA RML) under a cooperative agreement with the
National Library of Medicine (NLM) at NIH for over
35 years, is participating in this groundbreaking
initiative.

Partnering with public libraries in cities across
the U.S. selected by the NIH, the HS/HSL’s SEA
RML All of Us team, along with the seven other
regional medical libraries, is leveraging its health
literacy, training, and outreach expertise to educate
and inform public librarian colleagues not only
about the All of Us program, but also locating and
providing quality health information to the diverse
communities served by these libraries. The initial
SEA RML public library partners — Durham,
N.C.; Memphis, Tenn.; Nashville, Tenn.; and
Columbia, S.C. — will receive funding and training
integrating All of Us information into their health
and wellness initiatives, creating new programming
or expanding already existing programming. The
public libraries’ wide reach into all areas of their
communities — seniors, the homeless, immigrants
— will spread the word about All of Us and its
benefits.
Why are librarians and libraries so important to
NIH and to the All of Us program? As NLM Director
Patricia Flatley Brennan said in a recent blog post
titled “The Role of Libraries in Precision Health,”
“These libraries are natural advocates for privacy,
transparency, authority, and objectivity — all key
elements in biomedical research — and, as trusted
and active members of their towns and cities, open
to all comers, they provide an established way to
reach those groups historically under-represented
in biomedical research, such as women, minorities,
and people with disabilities.”
The HS/HSL SEA RML team could not agree more.
		

— M.J. Tooey

For more information on the Health
Sciences and Human Services Library,
visit www.hshsl.umaryland.edu.

University of Maryl and, Baltimore
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CATALYST CAMPAIGN GAINS MOMENTUM
Catalyst, the University of Maryland, Baltimore’s
(UMB) major fundraising initiative, continues to
achieve success, with growing support from alumni
and friends. Through late August, UMB’s Catalyst
Campaign had secured gifts and commitments
totaling in excess of $416 million.
“Private gift support is increasingly critical to UMB,
given that state and federal support are unlikely
to grow significantly in the foreseeable future,”
said UMB President Jay A. Perman, MD. “While
we remain deeply grateful for the funding the
state provides to sustain our institution, charitable
investment from those who believe in our work and
service will be essential to giving UMB’s people the
resources and flexibility they need to effectively
meet the needs of our community, our state, and our
nation.”
Campaign priorities include:
• Funding for student scholarships
• Resources for faculty excellence, including
retention and recruitment
• Support for research
• Investment in community engagement
The campaign is built around a number of Big
Ideas … conquering chronic pain; eliminating

addiction with a multidisciplinary approach;
furthering critical disease discovery and care;
embracing entrepreneurship; and advancing thriving
communities.
Campaign co-chair Brian J. Gibbons, JD ’87,
notes that “a vital objective of the fundraising
drive is to alert and engage growing numbers of
UMB graduates, many of whom greatly value the
education they received. It is our fervent hope that
these good people will recognize the value and
impact of investing in the University, so the students
who follow us will have similar opportunities to
those we benefited from … to pursue their dreams
and aspirations.”
Gifts to the Catalyst Campaign may take a number
of forms and many donors are making multi-year
commitments. Checks are welcome, as are gifts of
appreciated securities and real property. Estate gifts
also are a viable method through which to create a
legacy at UMB.
For information on these and other gift options,
contact Thomas J. Sullivan, CFRE, MS, chief
philanthropy officer and vice president at UMB and
president/CEO of the UMB Foundation, at
410-706-8489 or thomas.sullivan@umaryland.edu.

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND SCHOOL OF NURSING
RECEIVES $10M GIFT TO FUND CONWAY SCHOLARS
In May 2018, Bill and Joanne Conway made a
gift of $10 million through their Bedford Falls
Foundation that will enable the University of
Maryland School of Nursing (UMSON) to provide
scholarships to students pursuing undergraduate
and graduate degrees and aid in addressing the
state’s nursing workforce needs.
The transformational gift, the largest in UMSON’s
history, will be disbursed over a five-year period.
The Conways have pledged more than $15 million
to UMSON during the past three years. Their
latest gift will fund 341 scholarships, bringing the
total number of UMSON students benefiting from

Conway Scholarships to more than 470. UMSON
is incredibly honored and appreciative of the
Conways’ demonstration of generosity.
“The Conway Scholars, some of whom have
already graduated, are forever grateful for this
unprecedented level of financial support,” said
UMSON Dean Jane M. Kirschling, PhD, RN,
FAAN. “They are deeply committed to fulfilling
the Conways’ vision that the scholars always
demonstrate caring and competence in the
nursing care that they provide to the individuals,
families, and communities they serve.”
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Addiction Crisis:

How UMB Shows It CARES
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The center is an important avenue for putting significant
and organized efforts into addressing service, knowledge,
and research gaps related to substance use disorders.

Addiction presents itself in many ways; from
everyday battles with caffeine and sugar, to
alcohol and other substance use disorders, and a
host of process disorders, such as gambling and
sex addiction. The opioid crisis, in particular, has
shed considerable light on the devastating effects
of addiction. According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, deaths from drug overdoses
(64,000) far exceeded those from motor vehicles
(40,000) and firearms (39,000) in 2016. This multifaceted issue will require an equally complex set of
solutions to repair the lives destroyed by addiction
and to prevent others from going down the same
path.
The University of Maryland, Baltimore (UMB) has
answered the call with its Center for Addiction
Research, Education, and Services (CARES), an
interprofessional initiative established to strengthen
and advance UMB’s efforts to address the adverse
impact of addiction on individuals, families,
communities, and society.
In March 2017, Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan
declared the opioid crisis a state of emergency,
committing additional funding to enhance
enforcement, prevention, and treatment services.
These resources are vital for the state, but more
importantly will lead to enhanced knowledge as to
whether the programs, treatments, and prevention
services being funded are effective for the respective
target population. To achieve that critical objective,
long-standing, high-quality academic and clinical
research must be conducted.
Addiction, specifically opioid research, is not a new
field for the experts at UMB, an anchor institution
in West Baltimore. Researchers across UMB’s
six professional schools and interdisciplinary
Graduate School have studied opioids for more than
a decade. From analyzing the chemical reactions
that make an opioid addictive and determining
how an addicted brain acts, to crafting legal and
policy reforms, enhancing treatment services, and

reducing barriers to recovery services, UMB’s
interprofessional expertise is key to addressing the
multi-faceted issue.
CARES was born out of this strong foundation
of researchers and resources at UMB. The
interprofessional center is committed to developing
innovative models of care and addiction-related
workforce development, faculty research and data
management, policy analysis, development, and
education.
Demonstrating the importance of an interdisciplinary approach, CARES is co-led by the dean of the
School of Social Work (SSW), Richard P. Barth,
PhD, MSW, and the dean of the School of Pharmacy
(SOP), Natalie D. Eddington, PhD, FAAPS, FCP,
who jointly believe that, from research to treatment
to policy development, UMB has a unique opportunity to develop preventive and therapeutic measures
that can help reduce the destructive impact of addiction.
As CARES expands its capacity and resources, it
also aims to tackle big-picture addiction patterns
and address the range of disorders “addiction”
encompasses. This will be accomplished through
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Students at the School of Pharmacy learn the risks of opioid addiction and safe prescription practices.

an updated curriculum, expanding fieldwork
opportunities for students, hiring scholars in the
area of addiction, and supporting research to
promote more effective prevention and treatment
interventions.
The center is co-directed by faculty members
Michelle Tuten (SSW), PhD, MSW, assistant
professor of behavioral health at the SSW, and
Raymond Love, PharmD, BCPP, FASHP, a
professor of pharmacy practice and science at the
SOP, whose initial joint efforts are aimed primarily
at improving service delivery, access, and outcomes
for individuals with substance use disorders.
“We’re really excited about the launch of CARES,”
says Tuten. “The center is an important avenue
for putting significant and organized efforts into
addressing service, knowledge, and research gaps
related to substance use disorders.”
Through a steering committee, CARES will rely on
the expertise of faculty from all of UMB’s schools,
like Jay Unick, PhD, MSW, a longtime SSW
researcher who studies the health consequences
of heroin use, specifically the differences in opioid
overdoses between age groups. A recent study
of his found that Americans in their 50s and
60s overwhelmingly overdosed on prescription
opioids, while those in their 20s and 30s overdosed
disproportionately on heroin.
CARES is immediately concerned with the damage
opioid addiction is doing to our society. In the SOP,
Andrew Coop, PhD, a professor of pharmaceutical
sciences and associate dean for academic affairs,
has focused his life’s work on developing an effective
pain reliever that does not lead to dependency.
“We need a drug for which there is no
reinforcement, one that does not have an abuse
liability,” Coop says. Extraordinary progress
already has been made with the development of a
new drug Coop and his colleagues are calling UMB
425, a synthetic drug that treats pain as effectively
as an opioid, but does not create user dependency.
University of Maryl and, Baltimore

However, Coop and his team say they are only
halfway to their goal, as they continue working to
eliminate the reinforcement element of the drug.
In April 2018, CARES announced the first recipients
of its Science to Systems pilot grant program,
which aims to generate new substance use-related
prevention, treatment, and system enhancement
initiatives designed to improve addiction-related
systems of care. Recipients include research for
optimizing pharmacotherapeutic treatment for
neonatal abstinence syndrome for infants of opioidaddicted mothers (principal investigator: Mathangi
Gopalakrishnan, MS, PhD, of the SOP), establishing
a method of outpatient follow-up for relieving
traumatic pain and developing a phone application
that can be used to educate and collect long-term data
on pain (principal investigators: Sarah B. Murthi,
MD, and Luana Colloca, MD, PhD, MS, of the School
of Medicine and School of Nursing, respectively), and
understanding and addressing the risks of substance
misuse in hospice care (principal investigator: John
Cagle, PhD, MSW, of the SSW).
Building on UMB’s past successes and extraordinary
interprofessional accomplishments, CARES offers
a future where those who suffer from addiction have
access to and receive effective treatments — rather
than punitive actions — and support to live a healthy
life. Such a future includes an environment where
medications are designed, developed, and prescribed
for minimal risk of addiction and maximum
effectiveness for healing. This future envisions
falling crime rates, reduced family violence, less
homelessness, and diminishing health care costs,
with fewer people suffering from addiction.
UMB and CARES recognize that partnership will
be critical in achieving these ambitious goals. Alumni
and friends are invited to support the quest to eliminate
addiction, because when a movement is fueled by the
power of philanthropy, no goal is out of reach.
For more information on CARES, visit its website at
umaryland.edu/cares.
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Researcher Advances Care
for Most Vulnerable
Victims of Opioid Crisis
While the opioid epidemic has affected individuals
in nearly every neighborhood across the U.S.,
nowhere are its tragic effects more deeply felt than
in the neonatal intensive care unit, where teams
of health care professionals work around the clock
helping infants born addicted to these substances
overcome the distressing and potentially fatal
symptoms associated with opioid withdrawal, also
known as neonatal abstinence syndrome (NAS).
To help alleviate their withdrawal symptoms —
which can include convulsions, vomiting, and
diarrhea — infants with NAS often are treated with
morphine. However, dosing for this medication
usually is based on the health care provider’s
professional judgment, rather than a standard,
evidence-based strategy. This practice can lead to
longer hospitalizations and increased treatment
costs for these infants, which currently average 23
days and $70,000, respectively.
Mathangi Gopalakrishnan, MS, PhD, research
assistant professor in the Department of Pharmacy
Practice and Science at the University of Maryland
School of Pharmacy, aims to change that with
a $75,000 grant from the Center for Addiction
Research, Education, and Services (CARES) at the
University of Maryland, Baltimore (UMB) – a newly
established Universitywide center that aims to
bring science to substance use disorder services and
care.
For her project titled “Translational Research
for Optimizing Pharmacotherapeutic Care in
Infants with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome,”
Gopalakrishnan will collaborate with researchers
from the schools of pharmacy and medicine at
UMB, as well as the University of Maryland
Medical Center, to develop an adaptive,
individualized dosing strategy for morphine based
on real-world data.

Mathangi Gopalakrishnan, MS, PhD

Once completed, the tool will be available to
clinicians through a web-based application that
will provide real-time, individualized dosing
recommendations for neonatal patients, helping
providers make more informed dosing decisions,
while also decreasing the length of hospitalization
and costs associated with treating NAS.
“This project helps us serve a vulnerable
population that experiences significant barriers
in health through no fault of their own,” states the
proposal submitted by Gopalakrishnan and her
collaborators. “By employing recent advances in
science and technology, we will have a significant
impact on public health, allowing those infants and
their parents to lead healthier lives, while reducing
overall health care costs.”
— Malissa Carroll
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Donor Profile:

Mary Catherine Bunting, MS '72, RN, CRNP

In 2009, she established the Mary Catherine
Bunting Scholarship for students in UMSON's
Clinical Nurse Leader program – a master’s level,
entry-into-nursing program for individuals with an
undergraduate degree in another field. Since then
her fund has provided over $228,000 in financial
assistance through 94 scholarship awards to 43
students across multiple semesters of study.
A recent gift of $750,000 launched an innovative
three-year community public health initiative.
Students from the School of Nursing, in
collaboration with the Maryland Family Network,
are improving health and environmental health
services for children in Early Head Start (EHS)
centers in some of the most underserved areas of
Baltimore City. During fall 2017, 28 entry-level
nursing students and their clinical instructors, as
well as several RN-to-BSN and Community/Public
Health master’s students, worked in eight EHS
centers spread from Fulton Avenue and Mount
Street in West Baltimore, to Cherry Hill in the
south, east to Ashland Avenue and Chester Street,
and north to Pimlico and Waverly.
Nursing students reviewed health records for 306
children, identifying problems requiring followup and children behind on needed checkups,
screenings, and immunizations. They provided
167 screenings and made 14 referrals; updated or

University of Maryl and, Baltimore

developed 64 individual care plans; and made 19
home visits. They also helped offer 30 training
sessions for parents and families on good health
practices and environmental health, staffed
two community-based health fairs, and two
“Nurses Corners” where parents, grandparents,
and community members could ask questions,
receive advice, and have their blood pressure
checked. Students also prepared the Early Head
Start programs for certification as Eco-Healthy
Child Care Centers, a designation that they meet
evidence-based recommendations for protecting
children from environmental hazards.
The initiative is not only serving the community but
expanding students’ knowledge and understanding.
As one student wrote: “The biggest take-away is
teaching myself about the cultural differences and
socio-economic barriers that people face who may
come to clinical and hospitals. … It is one thing to
read about it and another to see it firsthand.”
In May, Mary Catherine Bunting was awarded an
Honorary Doctor of Public Service degree from
the University in recognition of her long history of
supporting educational opportunities and access to
high-quality health care for residents of Baltimore
City and Maryland.

Children enrolled in Early Head Start finger-paint
and learn about hand hygiene at the same time with
UMSON students.

LAURA ALLEN, PROGRAM DIRECTOR OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH INITIATIVE

For Mary Catherine Bunting, it has always been
about a life of service. Inspired by the nursing care
she received after a serious car accident when she
was 16, she earned her nursing diploma in 1958 at
the Mercy Hospital School of Nursing and joined
the order of the Sisters of Mercy as a nun and
nurse. After leaving the order in 1974, she became a
highly esteemed philanthropist as a member of the
Bunting Family Foundation, giving to many area
institutions and causes. Having earned a master’s
degree in nursing from the University of Maryland
School of Nursing (UMSON), she also became a
certified registered nurse practitioner at the Mercy
Southern Health Center, an outreach center in
South Baltimore, and provided care to countless
individuals.
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Associate professor Maureen Sweeney (second from left) meets with
students from the Immigration Clinic

Carey School of Law Seeks
Justice for Immigrants
J.R.*, 24, was forced to flee El Salvador because of
persecution at only 19 years of age. For the first time
in his life, he left his small town, family, and friends,
and embarked on the harrowing journey by foot to
the United States. When he arrived after a monthlong
journey, he was detained at the border. An asylum
officer interviewed him and found J.R. had credible
fear of persecution. He was released on bond, but with
no money, and no ability to hire an attorney, he was
not able to pursue his meritorious claim.
When the University of Maryland Francis King
Carey School of Law’s Immigration Clinic found J.R.,
he was in solitary confinement in U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement detention on the Eastern
Shore. He was lonely, scared, and terrified of
deportation. As a result of the efforts of staff attorney
Gabriela Kahrl, JD '08, and student attorney Virginia
Giannini, J.R. was granted asylum and no longer has
to live in fear.
The Immigration Clinic is one of 20 clinics offered
by the law school, which provides more than 75,000
hours of free legal services every year. Led by
associate professor Maureen Sweeney, JD, since 2004,
the Immigration Clinic represents individuals facing
deportation, fleeing persecution, and those who have
been the targets of abusive enforcement practices. The
clinic also works on higher impact litigation that has
resulted in positive case law.

Kahrl joined the clinic
as a staff attorney in
2017 thanks to twoyear funding from
the University of
Maryland, Baltimore
and the Open Society
Institute. Having
a second attorney
allowed the clinic to
increase its capacity
from eight to 12
student attorneys. The Gabriela Kahrl, JD '08
clinic represented 57
clients in the 2017-2018 academic year, performing
almost 4,000 hours of free legal services.
With two attorneys, the clinic also has expanded its
advocacy efforts, including testifying in support of
legislation in Maryland’s General Assembly, engaging
in a successful county campaign for governmentfunded legal representation to indigent Maryland
immigrants, and contributing to a bond data collection
project that will highlight the importance of legal
representation to protecting detainees' due process
rights.
Your support of the Catalyst Campaign will ensure
that the Immigration Clinic can continue to protect
the rights and dignity of immigrants like J.R.

* Because asylum seekers are fleeing persecution, we use his
initials to protect his privacy.

SPOTLIGHT: FOCUS ON PHILANTHROPY

|

FALL 2018

UMB CURE Scholars
Program Concludes
Third Successful Year
The UMB CURE Scholars Program has successfully
completed its third year of science enrichment programming.
This year, 80 West Baltimore middle schoolers participated in
one of three curriculum tracks — anatomy, robotics, or MESA
(Math Engineering Science Achievement) with the Johns
Hopkins Applied Physics Lab. We could not be more proud of
what our scholars have accomplished this year!
Concluding the year, the UMB CURE STEM Expo provided
all 80 scholars a platform to showcase posters with findings
from their individually selected research projects. Topics
included artificial intelligence, nano-robotics, osteosarcoma,
stomach cancer, solar roadways, and other issues of health
disparities. Along with creating research posters, each
scholar also submitted a research article to the UMB CURE
Journal of STEM and all became peer reviewers. The scholars’
accomplishments also were lauded at the end-of-year

University of Maryl and, Baltimore
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celebration with awards and special recognition for
the eighth-graders gaining placements in selective
high schools such as Western, Green Street Academy,
Dunbar PTECH, Baltimore City College, and Poly.
In a milestone for the pipeline program that began
with sixth-graders in October 2015, this fall, 30 of
those original CURE scholars (Cohort 1) will begin
high school and continue to participate in the CURE
Scholars Program where they will receive additional
mentoring, SAT/ACT prep courses, college and career
readiness programs, and educational field trips that
include visits to Maryland college campuses. In
addition, a new cohort of sixth-graders will join the
CURE Scholars Program in the fall. UMB CURE, part
of the National Cancer Institute’s CURE (Continuing
Umbrella of Research Experiences), was the first to
start with students as young as middle school.
The University and its 250 mentors are so excited to
welcome this fourth cohort of talented boys and girls to
the UMB CURE family. We have learned that when we
set high expectations, offer comprehensive academic
enrichment programming along with wrap-around
services, children then have the opportunity to grow
into bright young scholars, hopefully helping break the
cycle of poverty in West Baltimore.
To find out more about the UMB CURE Scholars
Program, and to meet the scholars featured in the
Emmy Award-nominated documentary “From West
Baltimore,” please visit: https://www.umaryland.edu/
cure-scholars/.
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Donors to the
Catalyst Campaign
UMB’s Catalyst Campaign was formally announced on Oct. 14, 2017. Gifts and pledges recorded
through August 2018 totaled over $416 million, toward the campaign’s $750 million goal. Listed
below are significant donors to the campaign. The University is extremely grateful to these and
all donors, who make good things happen at and through UMB.

$10 Million and Above
Anonymous
W. P. Carey Foundation
Catholic Relief Services
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Robert E. Fischell, ScD
Bill and Joanne Conway

University of Maryland OB/GYN
Associates, P.A.
Whiting-Turner Contracting Co.
James and Carolyn Frenkil 		
Charitable Foundation
Stewart & Marlene Greenebaum
Family Foundation

$5,000,000 - $9,999,999

$1,000,000 - $2,999,999

Anonymous
Associated Black Charities
Maryland E-Nnovation
Initiative Fund Authority
University of Maryland Medical 		
System & UMMS Foundation

$3,000,000 - $4,999,999
American Heart Association
Peter and Georgia Angelos 		
Foundation
Peter Angelos, JD
Anonymous (2)
Robert Wood Johnson 			
Foundation
Erin Michele Levitas Education 		
Foundation
Maryland Emergency Medicine 		
Network
United Therapeutics Corp.

University of Maryl and, Baltimore

American Cancer Society
American Diabetes Association
American Society of Hematology
Anonymous (3)
Anonymous*
Jerome Beser
Eugenia and Michael Brin
Dorothy Lane Campbell*
Annie E. Casey Foundation
Catholic Medical Mission Board
Center for Adoption Support
and Education
Joseph, DDS, and Elly Davidson
George and Deborah Groleau
John Heisse*
J. Laurence and Charlotte Hill
Grace Hofsteter*
Independent Dialysis 			
Foundation, Inc.
Henry M. Jackson Foundation
Kahlert Foundation, Inc.
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

Mallinckrodt, Inc.
Maryland Emergency Medicine 		
Research Foundation, Inc.
Nobel Biocare USA, Inc.
Open Society Institute/Open 		
Society Foundations
Orokawa Foundation
Robert Pascal
Alison, MSW, and Arnold 		
Richman
Richman Family Foundation, Inc.
Scott and Fran Rifkin
Elizabeth Shamburger*
Richard* and Jane Sherman
Frederick Smith, DDS, 			
and Venice Paterakis, DDS
Taylor Foundation, Inc.
University of Maryland 			
Anesthesiology Associates, P.A.
University of Maryland Pediatric
Associates, P.A.
University of Maryland Radiation
Oncology Associates, P.A.
Hansjorg Wyss
Ellen Yankellow, PharmD
*Signifies deceased
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One thing I have learned during the last 10 years as an immigrant is that
working hard and appreciating kindness go a long way. Receiving the

Dr. Henry S. Hohouser Memorial Scholarship shows me
that others in my profession notice my hard work and trust my ability to excel
both academically and clinically. This generous gift not only helps me pay for my
education, but also strengthens my appreciation for our welcoming and nurturing
profession. For that, I am very grateful.

Faranak Hamedooni Asli
Third-year student
University of Maryland School of Dentistry

Give Your Way to a Higher Income
Did you know that some charitable gifts pay you back with more than just satisfaction and a tax
deduction? If you are charitably minded and desire more income, a Charitable Gift Annuity provides
fixed lifetime income for one or two people, and the payout rates increased on July 1, 2018:
Annuitant(s) Age
		

One-life
payout rate

Two-life
payout rate

65 or 65/65

5.1%

4.5%

70 or 70/70

5.6%

5.0%

75 or 75/75

6.2%

5.5%

80 or 80/80

7.3%

6.2%

85 or 85/85

8.3%

7.3%

90 or 90/90

9.5%

9.1%

For a confidential illustration or
more information, please contact:

Donors can select the exact date on which the
income payments begin (with any deferment
resulting in higher income) and receive an
immediate charitable deduction in addition to
a new stream of lifetime income for themselves
or loved ones. Charitable Gift Annuities can
be funded with as little as $10,000 in cash or
appreciated securities and are available to residents
of every state except Washington and Hawaii.

E. John McKee
Assistant Vice President for Planned Giving and Philanthropy
1-877-706-4406 | jmckee@umaryland.edu

*Charitable Gift Annuities are provided through the University of Maryland Baltimore Foundation, Inc. Payments under such
agreements are not protected or otherwise guaranteed by any government agency. Annuities are subject to regulation by the states of
California, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, and others. The above examples are for educational purposes only and do not constitute an
offer to issue annuities where precluded by state law. Donors should always consult with their tax advisors before making a planned gift.
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16 S. Poppleton St. is the future home for UMB’s Community Engagement Center (CEC). With 20,000 square
feet this building will allow for the expansion of the current CEC to provide West Baltimore neighbors with more
of the health, employment, legal, and social services they are requesting. It also will give UMB students a home
to launch the kind of hands-on interprofessional service learning initiatives that are unique to the educational
experience at UMB.

DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT FOR UMB
The UMB Foundation, Inc. Board of Trustees is offering a new donor
match between now and Dec. 31, 2018 including:
 $1 for each $1 raised in gifts/pledges from NEW donors (new donors
are those who have never given or have not given since July 1, 2013).
 50 cents per $1 raised in INCREASED gifts/pledges over and above the
most recent gift/pledge a current donor has made since July 1, 2013.
(Minimum gift/pledge to be matched, $500; maximum gift/pledge to be matched, $50,000.)

To learn more and explore the areas where your support can make the
biggest impact, please visit http://catalyst.umaryland.edu/.

University of Maryl and, Baltimore
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ABOUT THE FOUNDATION
Founded in 2000, the
University of Maryland
Baltimore Foundation, Inc.
(UMBF) serves as the primary
repository for private gifts to
the University and its schools
of dentistry, law, medicine,
nursing, pharmacy, social
work, and the Graduate
School. Working with its
UMB campus partners the
foundation works to inspire
and steward philanthropy all
across the University.
The foundation is governed by
a volunteer Board of Trustees,
who serve as advocates for and
ambassadors to UMBF.
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Carolyn B. Frenkil
Barry L. Garber, MBA
Brian J. Gibbons, JD
Mary C. Gregory
Emerson “Randy” Hall Jr.
Joseph R. Hardiman
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Jeffrey Johnson
James A. C. Kennedy, MBA
Samantha Mellerson
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Edward L. Perl, MD
Theo C. Rodgers, MBA
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Hon. Devy Patterson Russell
Alan J. Silverstone
Frederick G. Smith, DDS
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SCHOOL DEANS
Dentistry
Mark A. Reynolds,
DDS, PhD, MA

Medicine
E. Albert Reece,
MD, PhD, MBA

Pharmacy
Natalie D. Eddington, PhD,
FAAPS, FCP

Graduate
Bruce Jarrell, MD, FACS

Nursing
Jane M. Kirschling,
PhD, RN, FAAN

Social Work
Richard P. Barth,
PhD, MSW

Carey Law
Donald B. Tobin, JD

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT LEADERS
Dentistry
Richard Collins
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Carey Law
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410-706-2070
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410-706-3816

Graduate
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WAYS TO GIVE

ONLINE AND
RECURRING GIFTS
Visit
umaryland.edu/giving

GIFTS BY CHECK
Make payable to UMBF and
send to University of Maryland,
Baltimore Office of Philanthropy
620 W. Lexington St., 2nd Floor
Baltimore, MD 21201
Please include the area you’d like
to support in the memo line.

IRA CHARITABLE
DISTRIBUTIONS

GIFTS OF APPRECIATED
SECURITIES

Direct transfer from an
IRA to UMBF (age 70½
or older). Contact your
fund administrator and
the Office of Planned
Giving (plannedgiving@
umaryland.edu
or 1-877-706-4406).

Stock gifts may be
transferred to the UMB
Foundation.
Call 410-706-4385
in advance

Gifts for the University of Maryland, Baltimore and its schools are administered by the University of Maryland Baltimore Foundation, Inc. (UMBF), a 501(c)(3) organization, and are tax-deductible to the extent
allowed by law. A portion of any contribution to the University of Maryland schools of dentistry, medicine, nursing, and social work may be used to enhance advancement efforts.

