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Where in the World
is Bahrain?
Until they met Ahmed Bor-

shaid, the children on the pediat-
ric oncology unit had never heard
of Bahrain. But when Ahmed
arrived at the Oncology Center,
the children became friends with
at least one of Bahrain's half
million citizens and even posted a
world map, with his homeland
prominently marked on a wall in
the unit.
Although they hadn't been

aware of his country, many of the
children were all too familiar with
the disease that brought Ahmed
from Bahrain to the Oncology
Center--acute myelogenous
leukemia. After six months of
treatment in London, followed by
a relapse one month later,
Ahmed's father decided he
wanted to bring his son to the
U.S. "I researched all of the
cancer centers in the United
States and chose Johns Hopkins,"
he said. "I read a lot about Dr.
Curt Civin's work with leukemia,
and I wanted him to treat my
son."
To ll-year-old Ahmed, the

children on the unit were not
much different from his friends in
Bahrain. At home he enjoys
many of the same things his
American counterparts do. He
had already learned the painful
lesson that cancer crosses the
boundaries of all countries. Now
he was growing aware of other
things that also surmount geo-
graphical and cultural frontiers.
In particular, Ahmed discov-

ered Nintendo. "Super Mario
Brothers" had not yet turned up
in Bahrain but, at his first intro-
duction here, Ahmed became a
true fan. Soon, like many Ameri-
can schoolchildren, he was
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Ahmed Borshaid (center) presents a check to Dr. Civin as his father Isa (right) looks on.

absorbed in the game. common problems." he said.
Dr. Civin recalls walking on Mr. Borshaid wanted other

the unit one evening to find children who came to the Center
Ahmed and several other patients to have the same experience, and
huddled around Nintendo. so he has donated a Nintendo,
Ahmed's father believes game cartridges, and a VCR for

that the game helped his son each patient room. And, of
adjust to being in a hospital far course, Super Mario has arrived
from his home and family. "It at last in Bahrain, courtesy of
brought the children together and Ahmed Borshaid who left for
made them forget about their home in early May.

Singing Duo Milli Vanilli Visits
Pediatric Oncology

When the young patients on the
pediatric oncology unit dressed up as the

singing duo Milli Vanilli, with the help or
their Child Life Teacher Missy Diefer, and
made a lip-synced video of their hit song
"Blame it on the Rain," they had no idea
what would follow. Still, they wrapped up
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AYear for Presidencies

During its annual meeting in
May, the American Society of
Clinical Oncology announced that
Dr. Martin D. Abeloff, Clinical
Director of our Oncology Center,
will become its 27th president.
Dr. Abeloff, who has served the
Society as a member of its Board
of Directors and on numerous
committees, will succeed the
incumbent President Harvey
Golomb during next year's annual
meeting. ASCO is an 8500-
member organization represent-
ing physicians and scientists of all
disciplines who are concerned
with cancer treatment and re-
search. On June 22, Dr. Albert
H. Owens, Jr., our Center
Director, assumed the Presidency
of the Association of American

Cancer Institutes during its
annual meeting at the Mayo
Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota.
Dr. Owens has served the asso-
ciation in many capacities over
the years, particularly in govern-
mental liaison roles in Washing-
ton. The association includes 75
cancer institutes and centers
throughout the United States and
Canada. Over a dozen similiar
institutions in Europe, Asia and
the Americas are corresponding
members. During the coming
year, Dr. Owens will also serve as
Chairman of the National Coali-
tion for Cancer Research. We
continue to see the Center's
faculty and staff assume leader-
ship roles in professional and
scientific organizations.


