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&
Exhibiting now through November 12th

at your Health Sciences and Human Services Library
and at the SMC Campus Center.

HS/HSL
601 West Lombard Street

Baltimore, MD 21201

SMC Campus Center
612 West Lombard Street

Baltimore, MD 21201

penetrating the secrets of nature

throughNOV 22
an exhibit at

JAN 2 coming to the
weise gallery

FRANKENSTEIN: PENETRATING THE SECRETS OF NATURE WAS DEVELOPED BY THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE IN COLLABORATION WITH THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.  
IT HAS BEEN MADE POSSIBLE BY MAJOR GRANTS FROM THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES, WASHINGTON, D.C., AND THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE, BETHESDA, MD.

HEALTH SCIENCES AND HUMAN SERVICES LIBRARY 
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  M A R Y L A N D

The Library as Cultural Space

elight  DSurprise

Conclusions
A volunteer committee of creative staff develops cultural 
programming and displays, adding depth to the library’s core 
gallery exhibits.  This fun and creative committee encourages 
community-building and camaraderie within the library.

Results
Innovative wrap-around activities surprise and delight visitors, 
increase foot-traffic in the gallery, and position the library as a 
cultural destination within the University.

What we do
The library’s Exhibits: Display and Promotion committee (EDP) 
is comprised of creative, artistically-minded staff from each 
division within the library.  These volunteer members are 
responsible for designing wrap-around programming, displays, 
and activities that add value to the gallery’s main attraction.  The 
library hosts four to six exhibits each year, including National 
Library of Medicine (NLM) traveling exhibits, art from emerging 
and established artists, and children’s art from local schools.     
The EDP team works to share focus with special collections 
and University resources – highlighting hidden gems within the 
campus community. The team uses resources in creative ways;  
transforming old-style glass display cases into curio cabinets or by 
turning deaccessioned books into creative tables and sculptures. 

Background
The Health Sciences and Human Services Library at the 
University of Maryland Baltimore with a 1200 square foot gallery 
located prominently near its entrance, is committed to creating a 
multidimensional cultural space for the University.  

Ancillary materials 
– such as postcards, 

banners, flyers, and pillar 
wraps – are produced in-
house.  These beautifully 
designed announcements 
promote the library as a 

cultural space.

A flat case was filled to capacity with
crumpled paper representing individual acts
of violence against women in a given hour.  
This visual display accompanied the NLM 
traveling exhibit, “Confronting Violence: 

Improving Women’s Lives.”

 

A 17th Century scarificator for use
in bloodletting was suspended with
fishing line in an arresting display

to accompany NLM and Folger 
Shakespeare Library’s traveling 

exhibit, “And There’s the Humor of it:  
Shakespeare and the Four Humors.”  

A visual demonstration
using confetti represents
the growing numbers of

Americans living with HIV.
This accompanied the NLM 
traveling exhibit, “Surviving 

and Thriving:  AIDS, 
Politics, and Culture.”

Collaborated with the University’s School 
of Nursing museum to display some of 

their otherwise hidden treasures – vintage 
uniforms, enlarged historical photos 

mounted on gallery walls, artifacts.  A 
speaker and reception accompanied this 
NLM exhibit, “Pictures of Nursing:  the 

Zwerdling Postcard Collection.”  

The 200th anniversary exhibit honored the 
library’s history while looking to its future.  

Installations included card catalog materials 
with a skeleton, stacked book pillar tables, 
historical photos mounted on walls with 
adhesive paper, and a series of panels 

chronicling the HS/HSL’s history.

June 24th - september 1st

Tape: A Visual Dissection

appearing in hshsl’s Weise gallery

nickolai 
WHACK’ed...

And then everything was different

August 25 - October 9 | HSHSL Weise Gallery

This exhibit was brought to the HS/HSL by a partnership  
with the National Museum of Health and Medicine. 

The HS/HSL boasts a proud tradition 
of welcoming artists – both established 

and burgeoning – to exhibit in its 
gallery space.  The large volume space             

has been host to works of a wide  
range of media and scale.
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