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Overview

Hosted at the School of Pharmacy, A Bridge to Academic Excellence (ABAE) is 
a University of Maryland Baltimore campus-wide student initiative to provide 
weekly free tutoring and mentoring by professional school students for 
middle/high school students in the Baltimore metro area. ABAE o�ers tutoring 
in Algebra I & II, Calculus, SAT Math and Verbal, Geometry, Trigonometry, 
Chemistry, etc. This unique opportunity provides both tutors and students the 
chance to learn more about the professions on our academic health center 
campus.

A Bridge to Academic Excellence

Pharmacy competes for applicants against medicine, dentistry 
and other STEM-oriented careers. Leveraging community and 
institutional relationships provides an opportunity to capture 
the imagination of students and their parents in K-12 and at 
undergraduate programs thereby expanding the pool of 
prospective applicants and generating excitement about 
careers in pharmacy.  Community engagement, research 
partnerships, and faculty collaboration all drive recruitment 
and build a positive impression of pharmacy and the rewarding 
and lucrative career opportunities it o�ers. Here’s how we do 
it. 

Diabetic Halloween educates Baltimore City elementary school 
kids and their parents. Math and science skills are augmented 
through tutoring in A Bridge to Academic Excellence (ABAE) 
o�ered to middle and high school students. Drug abuse 
awareness programs reach high school students. 
Undergraduate research internships (for example Meyerho� 
Scholars) and instructional collaborations (for example, 
enrichment of a prerequisite physics course at a community 
college with concepts relevant to pharmacy) build symbiotic 
partnerships with feeder colleges and universities. Outcomes 
research honed with community input provides a tool to reach 
underserved and non-traditional students previously unaware 
of pharmacy.

To assess the success of these organic and strategic 
engagement e�orts on long-term recruitment and application 
rates requires rethinking admissions questions to capture more 
information on how prospective students learned about 
pharmacy.  Utilizing established customer relationship 
management metrics to learn how prospects form impressions 
of the pharmacy profession can guide future engagement 
e�orts, although the results may not yield results for 5-10 
years.

Meyerho� Scholars Program
We focus on enhancing student opportunities with 
our top PharmD feeder schools, and the UMBC 
Meyerho� Scholars Program o�ers a di�erent 
emphasis that focuses on highly able minority 
students who aspire to become leading research 
scientists and engineers. Where top scholars at 
other institutions are motivated by competition, 
Meyerho�s rely on mutual support and continually 
challenge each other to do more, creating an 
environment that amounts to positive peer 
pressure. Meyerho� Scholars apply for summer 
internships with our pharmaceutical scientists.

Partnering with West Baltimore elementary schools 
and in conjunction with Operation Diabetes, we host 
an annual Diabetic Halloween event led by our 
American Pharmacists Association- Academy of 
Student Pharmacists (APhA-ASP) chapter and 
Student Government Association (SGA).  Students 
enjoy face painting, puppet and slime making, and a 
haunted house. Community pharmacy residents and 
PharmD students give a tutorial on the di�erent 
types of diabetes, the impact of untreated high 
blood sugar, and prevention through diet and 
exercise. 

Diabetic Halloween
We partnered with a community college professor to engage pre-pharmacy 
students and other allied health students in an introductory algebra-based 
physics class by introducing clinical and pharmaceutical contexts to make the 
connections between pharmacy and physics more obvious. For example, 
concepts of physical motion can be illustrated by automobile velocity but are 
also analogous to concepts of spirometric quantities such as peak flow in 
pulmonary function testing. In a pilot unit, we introduced concepts of rates 
(including velocity), position vs. time graphs, and velocity vs. time graphs 
using examples drawn from pulmonary function testing (breathing 
maneuvers) and changes in drug concentration in the body following dosing 
(pharmacokinetics).

Community College Integration


