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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2015
1:00 – 4:00 PM

Career Fair
Southern Management  
Corporation Campus Center, 
621 W. Lombard Street

For more information, contact 
the Clinical Education Office at 
410.706.5200 or PTRSClinED@ 
som.umaryland.edu

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2015
4:30 – 9:00 PM 

Alumni Day
l 4:30 – 6:00 PM

Alumni Networking Reception &
Alumnus of the Year Celebration

l 6:00 – 9:00 PM
Continuing Education Course
taught by Cheryl Resnik PT, DPT,
(1974) the PTRS 2015 Alumnus
of the Year recipient
“Interprofessional Collaborative
Practice: Strategies to Enhance
Your Bottom Line”

CEUs: Pending 0.3 credits from the 
Maryland Board of PT Examiners

Southern Management  
Corporation Campus Center, 
621 W. Lombard Street

REGISTER ONLINE

pt.umaryland.edu/alumni_events
For more information, contact Alex 
Ganzermiller at 410.706.5246 or  
ptrsalumni@som.umaryland.edu

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2015
5:30 – 10:00 PM
Normal and Variant Anatomy 
of the Upper Extremity: 
Clinical Applications
CEUs: Pending 0.4 credits from the 
Maryland Board of Physical 
Therapy Examiners

Allied Health Building: 
100 Penn Street 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2015
8:00 AM – 3:30 PM

University Open House

For registration and event details, 
visit: umaryland.edu/OpenHouse. 
Deadline for registration is October 
23, 2015. 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY,  
NOVEMBER 7-8, 2015
APTA of Maryland Fall Chapter 
Meeting
Union Memorial Hospital

FRIDAY & SATURDAY,  
NOVEMBER 14-15, 2015
APTA Clinical Instructor 
Credentialed Course

Allied Health Building: 
100 Penn Street 

For more information contact 
the Clinical Education Office at 
410.706.5200 or ptrsclined@som.
umaryland.edu 

SAVE THE DATES
Details will be posted this winter on 

our website and social media.
l FEBRUARY 2016

PTRS Alumni & Friends
Reception at the APTA Com- 
bined Sections Meeting (CSM)
Anaheim, CA

Date and time are not yet
confirmed. Visit us this winter
on our website or via social
media for more details.

l 60TH ANNIVERSARY EVENTS
We are in the midst of planning
several alumni events throughout
2016 – including an alumni service
activity, an Orioles outing, our
60th anniversary celebration and
more! Further information will be
sent in the coming months.

Keep up to date on all PTRS Alumni Events by visiting:

 pt.umaryland.edu/alumni_events
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

Greetings,

Although I joined the faculty in 2008 as vice chair for 
research and director of the PhD program in Physical 
Rehabilitation Science, served as acting department chair 

in 2009-2010, and held the role of interim chair since September 
of 2013, my official appointment as Department Chair occurred 
this February.  At this time, we are moving into an exciting time 
of transition and growth and will kick off our strategic planning 
process this fall.  We welcomed our largest current DPT class this 

year, with 65 students, our PhD and post-doctoral training programs continue to flourish, 
and we are gearing up for a milestone 60th anniversary in 2016!

With the departure of Dr. Larry Forrester, Dr. Jill Whitall again assumed the leadership 
role of Director of the PhD program in Physical Rehabilitation Science beginning July 1, 
2015. Dr. Whitall brings extensive prior experience in directing the program in graduate 
education and training. We thank Dr. Forrester for his excellent leadership of the program 
and wish him continued success with his work at the VA Medical Center. Dr. Mary Rodgers 
is now the Director of External Affairs. Her past experience and connections in the rehabilita-
tion community will greatly contribute to her success in this new role. Harshvardhan Singh, 
BPT, MS, PhD, is our newest post-doctoral fellow.  He joins us from the Department of 
Kinesiology and Applied Physiology at the University of Delaware.  

We are fortunate to have faculty scholars with a national reputation for research in rehabil-
itation science, teaching, community engagement, and health services supporting our DPT 
and PhD curriculums. Faculty, staff, volunteers, alumni, and friends make it possible for 
PTRS to provide excellent education and research.  

To commemorate the longevity and success of our Department’s mission, we will celebrate 
PTRS’ 60th anniversary throughout all of 2016.  Additionally, we are planning for the much 
needed renovation of PTRS’ sole lecture hall to provide a more conducive and technically 
advanced learning environment for PTRS students. I hope that you will consider joining me 
in this campaign and leaving your legacy for the next 60 years of PTRS and beyond!

As we look forward to our 60th anniversary year, our mission of education and community 
outreach remains steadfast, and we are grateful for the support of our alumni and friends  
like you.

I look forward to celebrating our achievements with you in 2016 –  
our alumni and friends are so very vital to our continued success. 

Mark W. Rogers, PT, PhD, FAPTA
Chair and Professor
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IIn the physical therapy field, a lot of focus is placed on evidence-
based practice. The results of painstaking research can change the 
way a patient is treated and helps advance knowledge in the field. 

Research is taking place all the time. At PTRS, there are seven 
PhD students and two post-doctoral fellows working hard to make 
a difference in both the PT field and the world. Proficio talks with 
them about their projects.

A Chance Opportunity
All PhD Students are earning their degrees in Physical 

Rehabilitation Science. The PhD program is individualized and 
students achieve candidacy at their own pace.

n   Mario Inacio, MS
 Advisor: Dr. Mark W. Rogers
 Research Project/Dissertation: Power Training Intervention,  
 Neuromuscular Enhancement and Balance

Mario was born and raised in Porto, Portugal and is in his sixth 
year as a PhD student with one year to go. Regarding his research, 

he says, “When I came to PTRS, I was extremely interested 
with the research topic that Dr. Mark Rogers was leading. 
I really identified with the issues of ‘Balance Recovery and 
Falls,’ as both my grandmothers were what we call ‘fallers,’ 
and I’ve witnessed firsthand its consequences. My specific 
focus on muscular performance within the balance recovery 
and falls came from my previous interest/background of 
exercise science.

 “My research project is in balance recovery, focusing on the 
modulation of the weight shift phase by power production at the 
hips, application of a power training paradigm to improve balance 
recovery and analyze the effects of neuromuscular modulation 
(brain stimulation, specifically transcranial direct current 
stimulation [tDCS]), on hip power performance.

“I’m hoping to discover a new/more efficient training 
paradigm — that will reduce fall risk in the elderly—focused 
on muscular power performance, as well as a potentially new 
application of brain stimulation to enhance said performance 
and balance recovery.”

BY MICHELE WOJCIECHOWSKI

FEATURE STORY

Critical Research: PhD Students 
and Post-Doctoral Fellows
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In the PTRS Department, PhD Students and Post-Doctoral Fellows are conducting exciting 
research. Learn more about the areas they are exploring and their cutting edge findings. 

BY MICHELE WOJCIECHOWSKI

PhD Students Mario Inacio,  
Elizabeth Woytowicz, and Chieh-ling Yang 

performing cutting edge rehabilitation research. 
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n  Brian Johnson, OTR/L
 Advisor: Dr. Kelly Westlake
 Research Project/Dissertation: Pilot study—Targeted Memory  
 Reactivation During Sleep to Improve Motor Learning

Brian previously worked full-time as an occupational therapist 
(OT). He came to PTRS after reading innovative research papers 
from current and past PTRS faculty and students. He’s now a third-
year student with two years remaining.

“While practicing as an OT, I became curious as to why it is that 
some individuals with neurologic injury may become so tired after 
their injury. I thought, why is it that the brain prefers to sleep after an 
injury? Sleep must be a good thing, since humans spend about one 
third of their time asleep and cannot survive for long without it. 
What if we, as therapists, could use sleep to our advantage in order 
to further the outcomes of our clients? 

“My current research project aims to elucidate if auditory cues—
previously conditioned to functional movement patterns performed 
by the non-dominant upper extremity—can be quietly replayed 
while an individual is asleep in order to improve learning of those 
movement patterns.

“If the hypothesis is supported in this pilot study, my 
dissertation will explore whether this same paradigm can be used 
with individuals with stroke in order to improve rehabilitation 
outcomes related to upper extremity functioning.”

n   Wan-Wen Liao, OT, MSc
Advisor: Dr. Sandy McCombe Waller (primary) and Dr. Jill 
Whitall (secondary)
Research Project/Dissertation: Effectiveness and neural 
mechanisms associated with theta burst stimulation delivered 
to contralesional dorsal premotor cortex and combined with 
bilateral arm training in stroke rehabilitation

Born and raised in Taiwan, Wan-Wen (fourth-year student 
with two years to go)is in the final phase of revising her research 
project. “I will take my proposal examination this Fall. After the 
examination meeting, I’ll officially work on my research project. 
I enjoy the process of developing research ideas, discussing my 
project with my advisors, and presenting my ideas in PTRS 
seminars and conferences.”

n   Cecilia Najera, MOTR/L, MAJ, SP, USA
Advisor: Dr. Doug Savin
Research Project/Dissertation: The Effect of an Acute Bout of 
Exercise on Cognitive Function in Stroke

Assigned to Fort Meade as active duty military, Cecilia came 
to PTRS because she felt that the faculty is extremely supportive 
of its students and dedication to rehabilitation research. She is in 
her first year and says, “The project just got started, so it is still 
in the early stages. We are hoping to find that an acute bout of 
exercise will improve performance in neurocognitive assessments.

“I’ve always believed in the mind-body connection and am 
excited to be working on a project that will add to the literature 
that supports exercise and brain health.”

n   Ozell P. Sanders, MS
Advisor: Dr. Mark W. Rogers
Research Project/Dissertation: He is an active member of 
the Intervention to Enhance Lateral Balance Function and 
Prevent Falls in Aging (also known as the LIFT study) 
testing team.

Ozell received B.S. and M.S. degrees in Mechanical 
Engineering from University of Maryland, Baltimore County. 
In his fifth year of study, he says, “My research focuses on 
impairments in neuromotor and biomechanical mechanisms 
that compromise standing balance stability and precipitates falls 
among older adults.

“I’m interested in applying my background in understanding 
human movement.”

n  Elizabeth J. Woytowicz, BS
Advisor: Co-Advisors, Dr. Jill Whitall and Dr. Kelly Westlake
Research Project/Dissertation: Movement Strategies and Neural 
Underpinnings of Bimanual Motor Learning in Stroke

Originally from Ocean City, NJ, Elizabeth came to PTRS 
after earning a degree in kinesiology from University of 
Maryland, College Park. She’s in her fourth year of study, 
with two more to go. “Through the projects I worked on with 
both of my advisors as a graduate research assistant, I became 
especially interested in the heterogeneous characteristics of 
patients with stroke and with the interaction of large-scale 
brain networks--both in healthy brains and in response to 
injury and subsequent recovery. 

“The goals of my project are to investigate differences in 
motor learning of an asymmetric bilateral task, first in non-
disabled adults and then in individuals with chronic stroke and 
to determine the relationship between bilateral motor learning 
strategies and effective connectivity between attention networks 
in individuals with chronic stroke. With collaboration with Dr. 
Sainburg at The Pennsylvania State University (PSU), we have 

http://pt.maryland.edu       PROFICIO FALL 2015     3

PhD Students Brian Johnson, Cecilia Najera, Chieh-ling Yang, Wan-Wen 
Liao, and Ozell Sanders with PTRS Department Chair Dr. Mark Rogers. 
(From left to right).
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developed a novel bilateral task and have begun collecting data 
in healthy young adults,” says Elizabeth. “I enjoy most aspects of 
research, which has definitely made me want to continue pursuing 
a career as a researcher within the rehabilitation field. In particular, 
I have enjoyed learning fMRI analysis and figuring out how to 
interpret the results.”

n   Chieh-ling Yang, MS
Advisor: Dr. Sandy McCombe Waller and  
Dr. Mark W. Rogers
Research Project/Dissertation: Cortical Enhancement of 
Posture, Movement Planning, and Execution of Upright 
Reaching Following Stroke

Born and raised in Taiwan, fourth-year student Chieh-ling 
has two more years of study. “In the first part of this project, I’m 
going to look at the state of brainstem neuronal excitability in 
posture and movement sequencing in people with stroke and age-
matched healthy controls,” says Chieh-ling. “Secondly, I’m going 
to see if the StarReact response is the present. StarReact motor 
response that is elicited by a loud acoustic stimulus when one 
is preparing an upcoming movement, that is, when the motor 
plan is present. This response has recently been implicated as a 
potential way to evaluate motor planning.”

“My proposal was approved by my dissertation committee in 
May. Now I’m in the preparation stage of my research project. 
I’m setting up the experiment and trying to get the approval of 
my research protocol from the University Internal Review Board 
(IRB), which will then allow me to collect clinical data.” 

Post-Doctoral Fellows
Our two post-doctoral fellows both came to the PTRS 

Department under the University of Maryland Advanced 
Neuromotor Rehabilitation Research Training (UMANRRT) 
fellowship program, funded by the National Institute on 
Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research 
(NIDILRR). This fellowship addresses the shortage of 
interdisciplinary rehabilitation researchers by training post-
doctoral fellows to further develop and refine the skills needed to 
conduct high-quality, independent research in the rehabilitation 
of clinical populations with neuromotor disorders.

n   Vicki Gray, MPT, PhD
Funded through: Vicki recently completed her UMANRRT 
fellowship, and is now funded by a grant from the American 
Heart Association and the Switzer Fellowship from the 
NIDILRR.
Mentor(s): Dr. Mark W. Rogers and Dr. Sandy McCombe 
Waller
Research Project: A Comparison of Reactive and Voluntary 

Lateral Step Training to Improve Balance and Reduce Falls in 
Persons Post-Stroke (this is her own research project)

Vicki also does training for Dr. Mark W. Rogers’ LIFT study. 
Born in Windsor, Ontario and raised in Amherstburg, Ontario, 

Vicki says, “I am examining whether an intervention of reactive 
lateral step training can improve balance and reduce the number 
of falls after stroke.” As an undergraduate, Vicki volunteered at a 
rehabilitation unit and became interested in the neuro aspect of 
physical therapy. “I was fascinated by the changes that I would see 
in some individuals during their recovery from a stroke or traumatic 
brain injury or other neurological conditions. I became interested 
in how the brain was recovering. My first interest was becoming 
a physical therapist, but I think when I started volunteering I was 
more interested in understanding how the brain works and that is 
why I chose a career predominately doing research.”

n  Harshvardhan Singh, BPT, MS, PhD
Funded through: UMANRRT
Mentor: Dr. Mark W. Rogers  
Research Project: Working on the LIFT project

Harshvardhan was born and raised in Barauni, India. Regarding 
the LIFT research project he’s working on, he says, “Falls and 
their consequential effects are among the major problems in the 
medical care of older individuals. This project aims to establish 
the effectiveness of a rigorously-tested therapeutic intervention for 
improving balance function and preventing falls in older people.

“I enjoy being a researcher as it allows me to find answers to 
the questions that interest me about various clinical populations. 
The populations that interest me most are the individuals with 
movement disorders. I became drawn to this particular field of 
research because there are a lot of pertinent questions that need 
to be explored to benefit this population. It is quite interesting 
to apply the knowledge gained from investigating one clinical 
population to other clinical populations.”

Michele Wojciechowski is an award-winning  
writer based in Baltimore, Maryland.
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PTRS’ Post-Doctoral Fellows Harshvardan Singh, BPT, MS, PhD (left) and 
Vicki Gray, MPT, PhD (right).
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AAlthough Dr. Mark W. Rogers has only been the Chair of 
the PTRS Department since February 2015, he’s no stranger 
around here. Since 2008, he’s served as a full professor, 
Director of the PhD Program, and, at different times, acting 
chair and interim chair. 

When someone takes over as the Chair of any department, 
people want to know what that person plans to do and what 
lies ahead. We at Proficio spoke with Dr. Rogers to find out his 
answers to the age-old question, “Where do we go from here?”

n Proficio: What plans do you have for improving the PTRS 
Department?

 Dr. Mark W. Rogers: As I see it, the vision and goals, 
for both the short-term and long-term, converge around 
three themes that I think are crucial to our next level of 
excellence. 

First, I believe we need to expand and diversify our 
programs. Secondly, we need to increase our research 

BY MICHELE WOJCIECHOWSKI

A Glimpse into  
the Future

Dr. Mark W. Rogers, new Chair of the 
PTRS Department, reveals some of his 
plans and ideas for the future.

faculty and our scholarship overall in relation to research, 
and thirdly, we need to increase our grant funding and 
overall revenue in the department. These are really the 
driving forces behind a number of specific goals that 
would be demonstrating progress and development as well 
as steps towards further excellence in the department.

n Proficio: What do you mean when you say “expand and 
diversify programs”?

 MR: For example, do we want to consider other related 
opportunities for educational growth and leadership 
in the field, like dual-degree programs? Would we see 
a development of a combined DPT/Master of Public 
Health? We’re actually discussing this right now with the 
Department of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine. 

Would we see opportunities to develop a combined 
DPT/Master’s in Business Administration—a DPT/
MBA? Going further afield, would we consider building 
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some new programs that are highly relevant to physical 
therapy, such as an athletic training and sports medicine 
program, perhaps in collaboration with Orthopedic 
Surgery or other disciplines that would have an interest?

One further vision I have is whether we want to 
consider an online DPT education program that  
targets working students or working people from other 
fields, in order to help with the massive educational debt 
challenges that are facing all higher education today. 
This may be a  unique way of trying to target people 
who are struggling with those questions, as  
most students are.
By expansion, I also mean to literally grow the number 

of students we currently enroll in the DPT program.   
A modest target that we’re achieving with the new class 
that just started is to enroll 65 students. We want to 
make sure this is an annual minimum that we enroll. 
We’re still receiving about 700 to 800 applications per 
year for just over 65 slots, so we accept less than one 
in 10 applicants. Principally, this also means that if we 
want to grow and expand our capacity, our influence, 
and the good things we do, we really need to build these 
programs up.

n Proficio: Tell us more about why you would increase research 
faculty and scholarship.

 MR: Currently, we have relatively few faculty members 
who are bringing in grants and writing, as in regularly 
publishing their work. Part of the plan is to recruit 
senior research faculty or research scholars--to bring in 
people who are already funded. We’ll seek out people 
who bring active, established research programs into the 
department and who can have a very rapid rate of growth 
in productivity, scholarship, and grant funding. 

We’ve interviewed a senior faculty person for such 
a position. We’re actively looking for senior research-
oriented scholars--preferably physical therapists, but 
we would consider people from related disciplines 
whose work is important too. For example, people in 
orthopedics, muscle physiology, even bioengineering—we 
would have an excellent diversification. 

At the same time, with an eye towards the future, we 
want to recruit the best and brightest of junior faculty, 
who are principally engaged in scholarship, but who also 
can fulfill the teaching mission and service activities to 
the profession, to the department, and to the School of 

Medicine. Because of this, we’re actively making some 
moves with recruiting junior faculty, as well. 

This is the goal, to aggressively try to increase our 
scholarship, our research funding, the number of grants we 
submit, and the number of successes we achieve. With the 
University of Maryland School of Medicine being research 
centered, this is crucial for us to achieve.

As we bring more successful faculty scholars on board, 
we can look toward expansion and diversification. For 
example, we’re currently establishing a residency program 
in pediatric physical therapy in partnership with the 
Kennedy Krieger Institute. We’re also in conversation with 
the University of Maryland Medical Center PT and Rehab 
Department about the possibility of residency programs 
in orthopedic physical therapy and possibly neurologic 
physical therapy.

n Proficio: The third goal is to increase grant funding and 
overall revenue. What else will you do to accomplish this?

 MR: In terms of overall revenue in the PTRS Department, 
we really need to aggressively seek out philanthropic 
opportunities, and we are working on that. We will also 
look into increasing enrollment and/or the number of 
programs through which we can gather tuition. In  
addition, we will keep up our pursuits of external  
grant funding.

Finally, we’re also going to look into the feasibility of 
a having a faculty practice. While we did have one in the 
past, it’s a different time now. I’m definitely interested in 
investigating this.

n Proficio: Why do you think it’s important to celebrate the 
upcoming 60th Anniversary of PTRS?

 MR: This Department has touched so many people’s lives 
in the last six decades. We’ve made a great impact on health 
care and affected the lives of so many people beyond the 
walls of the department through our professional activities 
and our professional services. 

Celebrating is a way for everyone to share in that 
heritage. We need to celebrate the things that we’ve done 
in dedicating our professional lives to the betterment of 
society and to the health and function of mankind. Just 
think about all the people who have contributed in so 
many different ways throughout the years—and it all came 
from these humble walls. It’s really worth celebrating and 
embracing together.
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ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR

Cheryl Resnik, PT, DPT, FNAP

Congratulations to the 2015 recipient of the PTRS Alumnus 
of the Year, Dr. Cheryl Resnik, PT, DPT, FNAP. This award 
recognizes and rewards a PTRS graduate who has had outstanding 
achievements in the physical therapy profession. The award is 
based on contributions/achievements in the areas of academics, 
administration, clinical practice, research, community service, 
professional associations, and involvement at PTRS since 
graduation.

While in college, Dr. Cheryl Resnik wanted to work closely  
with people. She learned about the physical therapy profession 
from two women in her dormitory at Ohio State University. Before 
making a commitment to the field, though, she volunteered at a 
local hospital to be sure the profession would be a good fit.

Luckily for the PT field, she decided it was.
Today, Cheryl is the Associate Chair, Associate Professor of 

Clinical Physical Therapy, and Director of Community Outreach in 
the Division of Biokinesiology and Physical Therapy at the Ostrow 
School of Dentistry, University of Southern California (USC). 
Although she’s been teaching for over 20 years, Cheryl didn’t  
begin as an educator.

“Early in my career, I decided that rehabilitation was my niche, 
with a concentration on working with patients post amputation,” 
recalls Cheryl. After marrying, she moved from Ohio, where she was 
born and raised, to California, where she began working at what is 
now the Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center. 

During her 14 years there, Cheryl moved from working with  
the Amputee Service to working with neurologic diagnoses, 
including stroke and spinal cord injury. Due to an injury, though, 
her career changed. “Unfortunately, I ruptured a disc in my lumbar 
spine, which prevented me from continuing in direct patient care,” 
says Cheryl. “One never knows how her life’s path will change.”

CLASS OF 1974

2015

Cheryl moved into a management position in the PT 
Department and earned a Master’s in Health Care Management 
from California State University, Los Angeles. In 1994, Dr. 
Helen Hislop, Chair of USC’s Department of Physical Therapy, 
recruited Cheryl to manage the faculty practice at USC 
University Hospital. Dr. Hislop created a post-professional 
doctoral degree, which Cheryl earned while working. “We spent 
Saturday mornings in lecture and the anatomy lab with Dr. 
Jacquelin Perry,” Cheryl says. “It was a great experience—one I’ll 
never forget.” 

After five years, Cheryl assumed a full-time teaching position. 
When her current Chair, Dr. James Gordon, nominated her 
for PTRS’ Alumnus of the Year, he wrote, “Dr. Resnik is an 
outstanding teacher in USC’s DPT program. She has been 
integral to the creation and implementation of a four-course 
sequence in evidence-based practice and professionalism…Dr. 
Resnik has a long history of involvement in community service. 
In 2005, she created USC PT Fit Families, which provides low 
cost/pro bono preventative, wellness, and rehabilitative physical 
therapy services to underserved children and adults in the local 
community, who are at high risk for diabetes and conditions 
associated with physical inactivity.”

Over the years, Cheryl has been quite active in the  
American Physical Therapy Association (APTA), and is  
currently the Chair of APTA’s Ethics and Judicial Committee. 
She also served as the President of the California Physical  
Therapy Association.

As for being chosen Alumnus of the Year, Cheryl says, “I was 
really thrilled by the news…It is a great honor to be recognized 
by one’s peers, and this award is one of the most meaningful I 
have been accorded.” 
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OOver the past three years, PTRS faculty and students have been part of an 
inter-professional team from various University of Maryland, Baltimore 
(UMB) professional schools working on a sustainability project in the 
southern African country of Malawi that focused on research, education-
al, and cultural activities at the Kachere Rehabiltation Centre. 

The purpose of the project was to investigate and collect data on 
how patients fare post-discharge from the Centre, particularly patients’ 
perceptions of their disabilities and barriers to community reintegra-
tion posed by their home environments. Our team also provides vari-
ous training sessions—on topics such as functional outcome measures 
and neurological rehabilitation—to the Kachere staff.

This year’s team, led by Leslie Glickman, PT, PhD, PTRS Assistant 
Professor, consisted of Heidi Im, SPT, ’16, Heidi Hartz, a graduate 
student in the School of Social Work, and Kristen Emelio, an under-
graduate student in the School of Nursing. This inter-professional opportunity provides for an extremely humbling experi-
ence, both for students and faculty. Below is a self-reflection from Heidi Im, SPT ’16: 

They say Malawi is “the warm heart of Africa,” and after spending less than three weeks there, I believe it. I was 
incredibly fortunate to have been part of the 2015 Malawi Research Study, a continuation of last year’s research project. 
Our research involved interviewing patients who were discharged from Kachere Rehabilitation Centre with neurological 

deficits such as stroke, spinal 
cord injuries, tumors, and other 
neuropathologies. Furthermore, 
we sought to gather data to 
allow us to better understand 
the emotional perspectives of 
the patients by interviewing the 
patients themselves, as well as 
their guardians and caregivers. 
Despite being challenged by an 
array of neurological disorders, 
including stroke and spinal cord 
injuries, many of the Malawian 
patients we met were among the 
most determined and resil-
ient group of people that I’ve 
encountered. Unfortunately, I 

Reflections 
from Malawi
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cannot provide the same positive reviews for the healthcare system, as it pertains to  
physical therapy. 

In the States, despite legislation already in place regarding patient disability support, it’s 
seemingly difficult for some groups of people with disabilities to overcome physical obsta-
cles, particularly when resources are limited. Being a Maryland native, Baltimore’s lack of 
resources for the disabled population had become very clear not long into my first year at 
UMB. However, my recent trip greatly opened my eyes to the realization that things could 
be much, much worse. I agree that Baltimore’s Circulator isn’t the most dependable form 
of public transportation, but at least it’s free. Imagine having to save money for months to 
be able to afford a single bus trip to the hospital that is located hours away.  But, first, you 
have to walk for an hour to get to the bus stop. Additionally, I understand that public re-
strooms here in the States don’t have a reputation of being as clean as those in our homes, 
but I’d take that option any day over having to go outside and negotiate a dangerously 
slippery path strewn with uneven rocks to get to the bathroom located thirty feet away. 
That’s life for the vast majority of citizens of Malawi. 

The issues observed in the Malawian healthcare system go beyond those related to pol-
itics and money. As in America, there is a great need to bridge the gap between inpatient 
rehabilitation care and the home setting. Malawi is greatly understaffed with healthcare 
professionals, and not many of them have the time to make home visits. As we found 
from our personal experiences, the lack of highway infrastructure and the challenging 
terrain made it incredibly difficult to travel from village to village to go to the patients 
ourselves. Consequently, we met patients who never leave their homes due to the difficulty 
of navigating outside of their immediate villages. However, I don’t want to leave you with 
the wrong picture—despite all of the challenges, progress is still very much in the making. 
We had the pleasure of meeting patients who move mountains to find both the time and 
resources to travel to other nearby towns for treatment. What’s their secret, we wondered? 
It turned out that it was the physical therapists who work at Kachere Rehabilitation Cen-
tre who give them both the confidence and motivation to keep pushing and keep going 
until they are who they used to be, before injury struck.

Throughout our time in Malawi, we visited and saw so much, ranging from tea 
plantations to game reserves, and other hospitals in the area. However, my most memo-
rable tour took place in the Bangwe Factory. The factory—which specializes in weaving, 
embroidery, tie dye, and screen printing—employs over a hundred people with disabili-
ties. It truly empowers people with disabilities and helps reshape their societal construct 
and the culture’s perception of the disabled. While the factory isn’t going to be the major 
factor in helping shape Malawi’s healthcare system, it makes me smile to think that it 
definitely helps.
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They say Malawi is ‘the warm heart of Africa,’ and after  

spending less than three weeks there, I believe it. I was  

incredibly fortunate to have been part of the 2015 

Malawi Research Study, a continuation of last year’s 

research project.” 

~ HEIDI IM, SPT, ‘16

‘‘
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C

CLINICAL EDUCATION CORNER

Francis Jung,  
PT, DPT, OCS, Cert MDT, COMT, CMTPT, FAAOMPT

Congratulations to the 2015 recipient of the PTRS Clinical 
Instructor of the Year, Francis Jung, PT, DPT, OCS, Cert. 
MDT, COMT, CMTPT, FAAOMPT. This award recognizes 
and rewards outstanding clinical faculty and is a gesture of 
gratitude for sharing expertise with our students. 

Dr.  Jung has graciously worked with PTRS students since 
2014 at White Oak Physical Therapy and Pain Management 
Center in Silver Spring, MD. He utilizes evidence-based 
medicine in the management of musculoskeletal and 
vestibular disorders to provide best quality of individualized 
care. Dr. Jung is one of few primary practitioners in the local 
medical community to provide in-office Benign Paroxysmal 
Positional Vertigo Maneuvers and Vestibular Rehabilitation.

New Incentives for CIs
As PTRS strives to expand our continuing education 

offerings, we have developed a voucher program to reward 
those CIs who take our students and provide feedback 
on our program.  The vouchers, which are tracked in our 
management software, are good for one CEU course and 
are viable for two years.  Some courses, like the APTA CI 
credentialing course, which has a price set by the APTA, are 
not eligible for the voucher program.  These “thank you” CEU 
courses are in addition to our already-offered annual Research 
Day, which is available to all Clinical Instructors. 

If you are interested in becoming a PTRS Clinical 
Instructor, please email ptrsclined@som.umaryland.edu. 

2015

 I nominated Francis as best CI of the 

year because he challenged me in ways 

I had never experienced before. He be-

lieved and empowered me to try new 

things whether I felt confident in them 

or not. He then gave me feedback, and 

we brainstormed together about how to 

approach things the following visit. Not 

only did he enhance my manual skills, 

he (also) enhanced my way of thinking 

and rationalizing. He improved my crit-

ical thinking skills, and I found myself 

approaching physical therapy practice 

in new ways. He was a true mentor and 

guide in this process, and he gave me the 

freedom to explore myself. For this, I am  

eternally grateful!” 

~ CHELSEA DAVID, DPT ‘15

‘‘
PTRS CLINICAL INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR AWARD
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STUDENT NEWS
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Over 37 DPT students presented posters at PTRS’ Annual Research 
Day held in May. This annual event exhibits the Department’s vision 

of excelling in research by sharing the research findings our students 

have discovered with various PTRS stakeholders.

The APTA Day on Capitol Hill 
took place on June 4, 2015. Over 

1,000 PTs, PTAs, and students 

attended a rally on the Senate 

lawn and then went on visits in the 

Senate and the House. Students 

from the Classes of 2016 and 

2017 participated in the APTA PT 

Day on the Hill to represent the 

profession. 

   

The Class of 2017 participated in the Annual Pinning Ceremony 

in June. Pinning celebrates the approaching completion of 

the first year of the DPT program, and advancement into 

the clinical portion of the curriculum. Students are “pinned” 

by the faculty. This gesture is symbolic of the student-

teacher relationship that will eventually transition to that of 

colleague-to-colleague. Our first-year students celebrated this 

monumental occasion with their families and close friends.

In June, eighteen PT students volunteered their time for the Amputee 
Walking School, a program which helps people who have above/

below knee amputations optimize the use of their prostheses. The 

students helped the participants sign in, guided them through the 

practices/gait training, and observed other PTs who were working with 

the clients. All the participants had at least two therapists and two 

students who were working with them. Various hands-on exercises 

such as step ups, monster walks, parallel bars, etc. were performed.

DPTDPT
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STUDENT NEWS

In August, nearly 20 PTRS students, faculty, staff, and 

alumni all participated in this year’s Mid-Atlantic Burn 
Camp. Mid-Atlantic Burn Camp provides programs to 

support the physical, psychological, and social needs 

of young burn survivors. The primary program is a 

week-long, residential summer camp in the mountains 

of Virginia for young burn survivors ages 8-18. Various 

programs allow the kids to be kids again, and to 

discover that even though their skin is scarred, they 

can still have fun and do great things. The camp was 

founded by PTRS faculty member, Tonas Kalil, PT, DPT, 

1985, and adjunct faculty, Linda French, PT, 1985. Alumni 

participants included Jonathan Stacey, DPT, 2008 

and Patrick Schneider, DPT, 2008. Staff participants 

included Dylan Dunne and Deidra Stevens.

The APTA of Maryland sponsors two students each year 

to allow them the opportunity to experience the House of 

Delegates (HOD), and they work with the Maryland delegation 

to discuss motions. PTRS students at the APTA HOD included:  

Ali Ferreira, SPT ‘16 - APTA of MD Student Delegate, Mike 
Ukoha, SPT ‘17 - House Usher, and Ben Adams, SPT ‘17 - APTA 

of MD Student Delegate. 

Members of the Class of 2017 recently assisted with the MedStar 
NRH Adapted Sports Day, where they provided support for the 

adapted rowing, archery, cycling, and tennis activities. Additionally, 

our students have helped with several Baltimore Adapted 

Recreation and Sports (BARS) activities this summer. BARS’ 

Mission is to enhance the quality of life, improve self-esteem, and 

promote the health and fitness of individuals with disabilities 

through the provision of accessible and affordable recreation and 

sports programs.  
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Welcome to the Class of 2018. The class has 65 

students – 43 females and 22 males hailing from 

8 different states and 42 different colleges and 

universities.

Brian Johnson, PhD student, recently received the Qualtrics Behavioral Research 

Grant, awarded by Qualtrics, LLC, to provide up to $3,000 to support his work 

with Kelly Westlake, PT, PhD, Jill Whitall, PhD, and Sandy McCombe Waller, PT, 

PhD on their research project entitled “Development and Testing of a Bimanual 

Assessment Measure.” Additionally, he presented a poster on April 16th at the 

American Occupational Therapy Association’s National Conference in Nashville, TN. 

The poster was entitled “Bimanual Assessment Measure (BAM): Development of a 

Measure of Bimanual Function for Use After Stroke”.

Ozell Sanders, PhD student, presented a poster at the Graduate Research 

Conference this Spring entitled, “A Comparison of Gait Velocity With and Without 

Head Turns: Impact on Fall Risk Assessment.” Ozell also volunteered for Brain 

Awareness Week at Harford Tech High School, where he helped teach an AP Psych 

class for 20+ students, demonstrated the function of different areas of the brain, and 

described how these functions are known through research. 

Chieh-ling Yang, PhD student, has officially passed the Dissertation Proposal phase 

of her Doctoral Training and has now achieved Candidacy. This is a big step in doc-

toral preparation and marks a significant accomplishment. Her proposal is entitled: 

Cortical Enhancement of Posture and Movement Planning, Initiation, and Execution 

During Standing Voluntary Reach Following Stroke. 

STUDENT NEWS
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GRADUATION / WELCOME NEW ALUMNI / AWARDS

Elizabeth G. McCauley Award for  
Outstanding Clinical Proficiency
RECIPIENT: Kathryn Daly 

Dr. Frank H.J. Figge Memorial  
Award for Excellence in the Study of  
Human Anatomy 
RECIPIENT: Megan Warres 

GGEAR Award (Geriatrics and Gerontolo-
gy Education and Research Program) 
Given to the outstanding professional stu-
dent who has demonstrated a commitment 
to the field of gerontological studies. 
RECIPIENT: Karen Fletcher 

Kendall Outstanding Graduate Award 
Honors the student who has demonstrated 
overall leadership, academic excellence, and 
clinical proficiency.  
RECIPIENT: John Grossman 

Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society 
Phi Kappa Phi is the nation’s oldest, largest, 
and most selective collegiate honor society 
for all academic disciplines. This organi-
zation honors students with the highest 
academic average in the graduating class:   
RECIPIENTS: Kristine Bedell, Joseph  
Cardoso, Karen Fletcher, Pamela Ritzler, 
Rachel Sylvia, and Megan Warres 

Laura G. Levine-Mandell Award 
Recognizes a graduating student who has 
demonstrated the caring and compassion 
that makes an outstanding clinician.  
RECIPIENT: Eileen Connor  

Robert P. Gordes Award 
Recognizes a graduating student for academ-
ic performance, clinical excellence in the or-
thopedic domain, and a strong commitment 
to sports orthopedic physical therapy. 
RECIPIENT: Daniel Godio 

Mary M. Rodgers Student Research Award
Recognizing the graduating students who 
have excelled in research activities: Andrea 
Abdul-Haqq, Kristen Bedell, Joseph 
Cardoso, Eileen Conner, Kathryn Daly, 
Chelsea David, Stacy Dishman, Audrey 
Dittman, Karen Fletcher, John Gross-
man, Brett Halpret, Kelley Hardgrove, 
Faunice Jackson, Amber Kline, Kelsey 
Knuth, Kiersten Marsheck, Nicole Mori-
ci, Brittany Powers, Taylor Riley, Kerri 
Tompkins, Tina Scharpman, Rachel 
Sylvia, April Vesely, Melissa Wascavage, 
Megan Warres, and Kaitlyn Wille. 

Pekar-Abell Pediatric Scholarship 
Recognizes the graduating student who 
demonstrates commitment to pediatric 
physical therapy through performance in 
course work and clinical affiliations. 
RECIPIENT: Kathryn Pall 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 60 GRADUATES OF THE DPT CLASS OF 2015!
To all graduates – you are our newest members of our alumni community. Welcome! Best of luck as 
you begin your physical therapy careers and use the knowledge and education you received at PTRS 
to achieve great things in the physical therapy field! We look forward to staying in touch with you! 

Alexandria Ganzermiller, MS
Director of Alumni Relations and Development

CLASS OF 2015 GRADUATION AWARDS
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Satterfield Pediatric Specialty Award    
Recognizes a graduating DPT student 
who has declared an intent to work in a 
pediatric setting. 
RECIPIENT: Kelley Hardgrove 

Karyn E. Wade Memorial Scholarship 
Recognizes a student who demonstrates 
leadership abilities, compassion, and  
humanitarian qualities. 
RECIPIENT: John Grossman 

The Brian Bainbridge Memorial  
Scholarship Award  
Recognizes the student that embodies a 
high spirit and enthusiasm for physical 
therapy. 
RECIPIENT: Eileen Connor  

The Donald J. Hobart Scholarship  
Recognizes a student who demonstrates 
excellence in the following areas: 
leadership abilities, academic standing, 
compassion and humanitarian qualities, 
and involvement in extracurricular 
activities. 
RECIPIENT: Faunice Rebecca Jackson  

Outstanding Faculty Member  
Roy Film, PT, DPT, OCS, CEAS, 
FAAOMPT 

Outstanding Adjunct Faculty Member 
Angela Kramer, PT, DPT 

Outstanding Staff Member
Jeff Hawk, MPT, MDE, MBA
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2004
Michelle Harris-
Love, PT, PhD has 
taken an Associate 
Professor position 
at George Mason 
University, Depart-

ment of Rehabilitation Science, in 
Washington, DC. She will maintain her 
lab, the Mechanisms of Therapeutic 
Rehabilitation Lab (MOTR Lab) at 
MedStar National Rehabilitation Hos-
pital in Washington, DC, which focuses 
primarily on how the brain reorganizes 

to support arm recovery after injury.  

2008
John Christoper 
(Chris) Mizelle, PhD 
recently joined the 
East Carolina Universi-
ty faculty as an Assis-
tant Professor in the 
Kinesiology Depart-

ment.  He and his wife are also expect-

ing their first child in September.

 

2009
Megan Buckley, DPT married Curt 
Honcharik in Boulder, CO, on June 12, 

2015. They re-
side in Golden, 
CO. She cur-
rently works in 
the Inpatient 
Rehab Facility 
at St. Anthony 

Hospital. 

2010
Manoja Seneviratne, DPT is a lead 
therapist at Holy Cross Hospital in 

Silver Spring, MD.

ALUMNI NEWS
If you’ve made any changes or reached any personal or professional milestones that 
you’d like to share, please type up a short announcement, including your name and 
class year, and send it to ptrsalumni@som.umaryland.edu. Photos are welcome!

2012
Virginia “Ginsie” Huntley, DPT is now 
a physical therapist for The Queen’s 

Medical Center in West Oahu, HI.

Ashley Simmons, DPT was recently 
promoted to Clinical Director for Ches-
apeake Physical and Aquatic Therapy. 
She and her husband welcomed their 

second child on June 23. 

 

2013
Amy Morlock, DPT completed the or-
thopedic residency program at Drayer 
Physical Therapy and passed her OCS 

credentialing exam in July 2015. 

2015
Matthew “Alex” Bevacqua, DPT ac-
cepted an offer from MedStar NRH for 
an outpatient full-time PT position in 

Wheaton, MD.

Kathryn Daly, DPT is now a member 
of the acute care physical therapy 
team at Johns Hopkins. She present-
ed a poster entitled: “Can Exercise 
Training Reverse the Effects of Postur-

al Orthostatic 
Tachycardia 
Syndrome?” 
with Dr. Laurie 
Neely at the 
APTA NEXT 

Conference.

Chelsea David, 
DPT accepted and 
has begun a Johns 
Hopkins’ Orthopae-
dic Physical Therapy 
Residency. 

Daniel Godio, DPT has accepted a 
position with Concentra Physical  
Therapy at an outpatient clinic in 

Charlotte, NC.

John Grossman, DPT recently ac-
cepted a job at Baltimore Washington 
Medical Center and will be working in 

acute care.

Faunice Rebecca Jackson, DPT was 
married on May 30, 2015 to Randall 
Allen at her family farm “Spring Brier 
Farm” in Culpeper, VA. She is now 

working 
as a Pel-
vic Staff 
Therapist at 
Anne Arun-
del Medical 

Center. 

Daniel McCarthy, DPT married Mimi 
Sayre, a Dermatology Physician As-
sistant, on June 6, 2015. Daniel has 
accepted a full-time position with 
PhysioSource Physical Therapy, an 

outpatient clinic in Toledo, OH. 

Kathryn Pall, DPT is working as an 
inpatient therapist at Holy Cross Hos-

pital in Silver Spring, MD.

Laura Sowell, DPT accepted a posi-
tion as a physical therapist at the VA 

Hospital in Little Rock, AR.

Megan Warres, DPT presented a 
poster at the APTA NEXT Conference 
entitled: “Guardians in Malawian Health 
Care: Devoted Caregivers Provide 
Unique Opportunities, Challenges, and 

Potential for 
US Health care 
Professionals” 
in conjunction 
with Dr. Laurie 
Neely and  
Dr. Leslie  
Glickman.
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.  .  .

Margaret “Peg” (Lausch) Schulter, BS, 1968, of Hickory, NC, passed away on November 27, 2014 at the 
age of 68. She worked in home health care for many years and was very active member of St. Aloy-
sius Catholic Church.

.  .  .

Linda (Watson) Spittel, BS, 1971, passed away on April 1, 2015 at the age 65. She was an outstand-
ing pediatric therapist known to many as an innovator, mentor, supervisor, manager, Vice President, 
and a true friend. Linda was sincere, gregarious, intelligent, and had a wonderful sense of humor. A 
therapist at Care Resources for over 25 years, she ultimately assumed the role of Vice President of 
Clinical Affairs. Linda was responsible for pioneering the first Infant and Toddler Program in Mary-
land and being instrumental in formulating Maryland’s Infant and Toddler service regulations in 
response to Federal mandates.

The Linda W. Spittel Memorial Scholarship Fund has been established in Linda’s memory and will 
provide scholarship support to PTRS students interested in pediatric physical therapy. To make a 
gift, visit: pt.umaryland.edu/lindaspittelscholarship.

.  .  .

Stephen M. Levine, BS, PT, DPT, MSHA, FAPTA, 1984, passed away on March 3, 2015, as a result of 
an automobile accident. Dr. Levine’s passion for physical therapy began during his years at PTRS. 
Dr. Levine was loved and respected throughout the physical therapy profession. He was a member 
of the American Physical Therapy Association (APTA) for over 30 years, serving as a member of 
the Board of Directors for 11 years and also serving as Speaker of the House of Delegates, the high-
est policymaking body of the association.

The Stephen M. Levine Memorial Scholarship Fund has been created to continue Dr. Levine’s 
remarkable legacy and will be awarded to future PTRS students who embody his same passion, 
enthusiasm, and impressive work ethic. To make a gift in his memory, visit: pt.umaryland.edu/ 
stevelevinescholarship.

.  .  .

Amy (Ruleman) Miller, BS, 1993, of Aberdeen, MD, passed way in her sleep at her home on  
September 6, 2014. Amy was a licensed physical therapist for over 15 years. She worked extensively 
with children with special needs within the Harford County school system, as well as with adults  
requiring advanced care.

ALUMNI NEWS

Gone, But Not Forgotten
PTRS REMEMBERS THE FOLLOWING....

56519.indd   19 9/14/15   8:59 AM



.  .  .
Would you please tell us what you are currently doing in the PT community?

I am a physical therapist working at the US Army Institute of Surgical Research Burn Center at San Antonio Military 
Medical Center. I work in both inpatient and outpatient settings. We are the only burn center in the Department of 
Defense, so we serve all active duty military (all branches), as well as their beneficiaries. Also, we are the South Texas 
Regional Burn Center, so we also treat all civilians in our region as well.

.  .  .
What additional organizations are you involved in as it relates to PT? 

I am involved in Texas Burn Survivor Society and Wounded Warrior Project.

.  .  .
As you look back at your time at PTRS, what are some experiences that helped you achieve the career suc-
cess you have today? 

Obviously, any of the clinical experiences offered throughout the curriculum help to shape the therapist you become. 
However, the network of peers I gained through my classmates has been very helpful to me thus far in my career. Even 
though my classmates and I are scattered all around the country working in various fields of PT, when I encounter a new 
type of patient, I know I have a large group of PTs to consult with to see if they have encountered any similar patients.

.  .  .
Did you have a professor or mentor who played a role in helping you succeed? 

My first job out of school was in acute care, and thankfully I was paired up with a senior therapist on staff as my mentor, 
PTRS alum, Monica (Burrell) James, 2003. I started off in the ICU, and she not only became an invaluable mentor 
in honing my skills and confidence in the ICU setting, she also became a close friend. She was and is a great example of 
how to have enthusiasm and passion for therapy in the ICU setting, while providing safe and effective care for patients.

.  .  .
What have you enjoyed most about your career? 

I hate to say it, but what I have enjoyed most is the cliché response of getting to make patients days or lives a little 
bit better by helping them achieve their goals. There is nothing better than seeing patients’ smiles or the looks of 
accomplishment across their faces once they achieve something they have been working for—whether it is their first 
steps since their injury/accident or being able to raise their arms up over their heads pain free, or finally completing a 
challenging exercise you give them.  A close second is  seeing patients’ family members’ or significant others’ faces as 
they watch their loved one perform something they thought may not have been possible. You know—all those warm 
fuzzy moments!

.  .  .
What has been your most rewarding accomplishment in your PT career to date? 

My most rewarding accomplishment in my PT career to date is getting to work here at the Burn Center. I get to 
treat and encounter such a diverse patient population and truly feel as if I am able to help patients on a daily basis. 
Most recently, I was able to be part of a patient’s first independent steps with his prosthetic leg. This patient had been 
through quite a bit, suffering from thermal and electric burns resulting in multiple limb amputations. After almost of 
eight months of fighting for his life and then taking on rehab with an amazing attitude, the patient was able to walk by 
himself. This patient’s spouse and other family members were in attendance on this day, and the joy on all of their faces 
was one of those things that I will never forget.

.  .  .
What advice do you have for our current students? 

Take advantage of any and all clinical opportunities offered throughout your time at PTRS—look, listen, and feel as 
much as you can. Ask your professors, clinical instructors, and other therapists tons of questions. You never know when 
something might be useful for a patient of yours in the future!

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: 

Melissa Book, DPT
CLASS OF 2013

ALUMNI NEWS

Your Legacy...
 It’s Personal

When Ms. Ruth Latimer was looking for additional ways to support the University of Maryland School 
of Medicine, Department of Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Science, she decided to give through 
a charitable gift annuity and a student scholarship bequest. Her legacy will help future PTRS students.

Legacy gifts to the University of Maryland Baltimore Foundation cost nothing up front. 

Your gift is customizable and adaptable to changing financial situations.

Your gift can:

Whatever form your legacy gift takes, you will find it very gratifying to support the School of Medicine.

 • build an endowment

 • support the School of Medicine’s other critical needs     • advance research 

     • provide scholarships     • support faculty

For more information about bequests, gifts that pay income for life, and other innovative ways to support the University 
of Maryland School of Medicine, please visit:  www.umaryland.planyourlegacy.org

Or contact:
Tom Hofstetter, JD, LLM

AVP, Senior Director of Planned Giving 

University of Maryland, Baltimore

1-877-706-4406

What will your legacy be?

*PLEASE NOTE: Legacy gifts should be made payable to the 

University of Maryland Baltimore Foundation, Inc., for the 

benefit of the University of Maryland School of Medicine. 

“It was a good financial investment for me. 
In the future, PTRS students will benefit 
from my gi�.” 

Planned Giving

Ruth Latimer, former PTRS Department Chair
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ALUMNI NEWS

PTRS AT APTA NEXT CONFERENCE
Nearly 100 people joined us for our Alumni & Friends Reception and trib-
ute to Steve Levine, PT, DPT, MSHA, FAPTA, held in conjunction with the 
APTA NEXT Conference at National Harbor, MD.  

Gad Alon, PT, PhD, Associate Professor Emeritus, presented the 20th 
John H.P. Maley Lecture on Saturday, June 6 at the NEXT Conference and  
Exposition in National Harbor, MD.  His lecture was entitled, “Wearable 
Therapeutic Technologies: On the Road to Personalized Intervention in 
Physical Rehabilitation Focusing on Functional Electrical Stimulation 
(FES).”  Recipients of the John H.P. Maley Lecture Award are members of 
the American Physical Therapy Association who have made distinguished 
contributions to the profession of physical therapy in any area clinical 
practice.  Thanks to all of our alumni and friends who joined us!

The Class of 1980 got together in June in downtown Baltimore to celebrate their 35th reunion! Many 
thanks to Class Captains, Seema DeVasthali and Donna (Adams) White for making the reunion 
possible! All attendees had a wonderful time reminiscing with old classmates and friends and reliv-
ing some very fond PTRS memories during a harbor boat cruise and lovely dinner outing at Nick’s 
Fish House. We are so grateful for your continued loyalty and invaluable contributions to PTRS!

CLASS OF  
1980 REUNION
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ALUMNI NEWS

If you are interested in getting YOUR class together 
for a reunion, please contact Director of Alumni 
Relations and Development, Alex Ganzermiller, 
MS at aganzermiller@som.umaryland.edu or 
410.706.5742. 

The DPT Class of 2010 gathered for their five-year reunion in late June at Cen-
tennial Park in Columbia, MD. A huge shout out to Tracy Lyon, who organized 
the reunion event for her class from Colorado. Many classmates traveled from 
afar to partake in their first reunion – a total of 18 classmates, spouses, and 
children were in attendance. 

CLASS OF 2010 REUNION

2015 URecFit GOLF TOURNAMENT
PTRS was the beneficiary of the 2015 URecFit Golf Tournament, which took place 
on Thursday, May 21, 2015 at Oakmont Greens Golf Club in Hampstead, MD. As a 
result, we will be receiving funds to help support Departmental needs!

Special thanks to all of our students, faculty, staff, and alumni who supported this 
event. We had a great time out on the course! 
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DEPARTMENT NEWS

Vincent Conroy, PT, 
DScPT, was recently 

awarded funding for 

a one-year fellow-

ship from the Center 

for Community 

Based Engagement 

and Learning (CBEL). The program is 

designed to engage and support fac-

ulty interested in enhancing communi-

ty-engaged learning and scholarship, 

using a social justice framework in 

their respective Schools and across all 

UMB Schools. During the one-year fel-

lowship, faculty will become part of a 

network of faculty, staff, and students 

committed to advancing social justice 

by developing and sustaining genuine 

community engagement, working in 

partnership with community members 

and community-based organizations 

(CBOs) in our West Baltimore com-

munity. The fellowship will include 

formal training/workshops, consul-

tation and mentorship in community 

engagement, as well as $2,000 to be 

used by faculty to support communi-

ty-engaged work. The fellowship will 

also provide faculty the opportunity 

to be part of a network of faculty and 

community partners pursuing learning 

and scholarship in our community.

Mark W. Rogers, 
PT, PhD, FAPTA 
and Sandy  
McCombe 
Waller, PT, PhD, 
were awarded a 

$36,000 Health 

Personnel Short-

age Incentive 

Grant (HPSIG) 

from the Maryland 

High Education 

Commission.  The 

grant provides 

funds to Maryland postsecondary 

education institutions to enhance 

or expand academic programs that 

produce graduates eligible for  

national licensure, certification or 

registration in health personnel 

shortage areas certified by the 

Maryland Department of Health  

and Mental Hygiene (DHMH).   

 

Mark W. Rogers, PT, PhD,  
FAPTA, has been awarded a new 

R21 research grant from the National 

Institutes of Health (NIH)/National 

Institute on Aging for his project 

entitled, “Protective Balance and 

Startle Responses to Sudden  

Drop Perturbations in Aging.”  

The total amount of the award is 

$422,125 over two years and  

began August 1, 2015.  

AWARDS & GRANTS PUBLICATIONS
Mary M. Rodgers, 
PT, PhD, who took 

on the role of Di-

rector of External 

Relations effec-

tive July 1, 2015, 

was lead author 

on, “Recent Advances in Wearable 

Sensors for Health Monitoring,” in 

IEEE Sensors Journal, 2015 June 

15(6): 3119-3126. Dr. Rodgers was 

also co-author on “Understanding 

the Cellular and Molecular Mecha-

nisms of Physical Activity-Induced 

Health Benefits,” in Cell Metabolism,  

2015 Jul 7;22(1):4-11. 

 

Sandy Mc-
Combe Waller, 
PT, PhD, and Jill 
Whitall, PhD, 
were co-authors 

on, “Sequenc-

ing Bilateral and 

Unilateral Task-Oriented Training 

Versus Task-Oriented Training 

Alone to Improve Arm Function in 

Individuals with Chronic Stroke,” in 

BMC Neurology, 2014, 14:236 (14 

December 2014). 

Kelly Westlake, 
PT, PhD, and Eliz-
abeth Woytowicz, 
BS, PhD student, 

were contrib-

uting authors 

on, “Capturing 

Subject Variability in fMRI Data: A 

Graphtheoretical Analysis of GICA 

vs IVA,” in Journal of Neuroscience 

Methods, 2015 Mar 20.
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Gad Alon, PT, 
PhD, presented 

the 20th John H.P. 

Maley Lecture on 

Saturday, June 6 

at the APTA NEXT 

Conference and 

Exposition in National Harbor, MD. 

His lecture was entitled, “Wearable 

Therapeutic Technologies: On the 

Road to Personalized Intervention 

in Physical Rehabilitation Focusing 

on Functional Electrical Stimulation 

(FES).”

Leslie Glickman, 
PT, PhD, partici-

pated in the April 

10 IPE Summit 

Conference in Sa-

vannah, GA, where 

she and UMB col-

leagues presented a program about 

the UMB IPE global grant program. 

Karen Gordes, 
PT, DScPT, PhD, 
presented a poster 

entitled “Anti-Obe-

sity Policies: What 

Constitutes Suc-

cess?” at the 2015 

NEXT Conference and Exposition, 

which was held in National Harbor, 

MD, from June 3rd - June 6th. The 

poster presentation addressed the 

ever-increasing obesity epidemic in 

the US, and its far-reaching impact 

on individual health and overall 

health care costs. Her presentation 

was featured on the APTA website 

in the article “Anti-Obesity Policies: 

What Constitutes Success?” 

Laurie Neely, PT, 
PhD and Leslie 
Glickman, PT, 
PhD presented a 

poster entitled “An 

Inter-professional 

Educational Collabo-

ration across Borders with Measurable 

Outcomes: A Case Report” at the 2015 

APTA NEXT Conference and Exposi-

tion at National Harbor, MD. 

 

Mark W. Rogers, PT, PhD, FAPTA 

• Presented Grand Rounds for the 

Department of Orthopaedic Sur-

gery on Wednesday, March 19 

entitled: “Neuromechanics of Step-

ping in Aging: Instability, Falls, and 

Trauma.”

• Was an invited speaker at the UK 

Physiological Society Meeting Sym-

posium Aging and Degeneration: 

A Physiological Perspective, held in 

April 2015. He presented “Stepping 

for Stability: A Physiological Protec-

tion Against Falls in Ageing.” 

• Invited speaker for the Human 

Physiology Lecture Series at the 

Department of Human Physiolo-

gy at the University of Oregon in 

Eugene, OR, on April 24, 2015. His 

presentation was entitled, “Neuro-

mechanics of Stepping for Balance 

and Mobility in Aging and Neuro-

logical Disorders”.

• Attended the 2015 International So-

ciety for Gait and Posture Research 

Meeting, June 28-July 2, in Seville, 

Spain. PTRS research by former 

UMANRRT fellows Dr. Masahiro 

Fujimoto (Assistant Professor, Rit-

sumeikan University, Japan) and Dr. 

Woei-Nan Bair (Postdoctoral Fel-

low, Baltimore Longitudinal Stud-

ies of Aging, NIA), along with that 

of Dr. Rogers, was presented by 

Dr. Fujimoto in a platform presen-

tation entitled “Reduced Function-

al Limits of Stability During Lateral 

Balance Perturbations in Older 

Adult Non-Fallers and Fallers.”

 

Sandy McCombe Waller, PT, PhD, 
was an invited speaker at a collabo-

rative international research work-

shop sponsored by the University of 

Maryland College Park and Tel Aviv 

University, where she presented “Mo-

tor Function in Health and in Stroke.”  

Jill Whitall, PhD, was also an invited 

speaker. She presented “The Case for 

Determining Kinematic Signatures 

for Arm Recovery After Stroke.” 

Chris L. Wells, 
PhD, PT, present-

ed a symposium 

at the American 

Geriatric Society in 

May 2015. Her topic 

was “Early Mo-

bility Program: An Interdisciplinary 

Approach.”

Kelly Westlake, PhD, received a 

Claude D. Pepper Older Americans 

Independence Centers (OAIC) Out-

standing Poster Award at the Annual 

Pepper Meeting held in Arlington, 

VA, this past spring. Her poster was 

entitled “Neurocognitive Function 

is Associated with Reach to Grasp 

Protective Responses to Balance 

Perturbations in Older Fallers.”

DEPARTMENT NEWS

PRESENTATIONS
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Alexandria Ganzer-
miller, MS, celebrated 
5 years of service 
with the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore 
this year. 

Linda B. Horn, PT, 
DScPT, is now a 
Geriatric Certified 
Specialist (GCS) by 
the American Board 
of Physical Therapy 
Specialists (ABPTS). 

Recently she was a grant reviewer for 
Clinical and Rehabilitation Medicine 
Research Program, Neurosensory, 
and Rehabilitation Research - Hearing 
Loss/Dysfunction, Balance Disorders, 
and Tinnitus - 2 under the U.S. Army 
Medical Department.

Laurie Neely, PT, 
DPT, and her hus-
band, John, wel-
comed Frances 
“Claire” Neely on  

July 19, 2015! She was 6 lbs. 11 oz. and 
19 1/2 inches long. 

Mary Rodgers, PT, PhD, has been 
selected for a Fellowship of the In-
ternational Society of Biomechanics 
(FISB). The first class of Fellows was 
announced at the International Soci-
ety of Biomechanics’ (ISB) General 
Assembly, in Glasgow, Scotland, on 
July 15. Dr. Rodgers was also a pan-
elist for a presentation at ISB entitled 
“Research Outreach.” In addition, she 
has been appointed the Program 
Chair for the NIH-IEEE 2015 Strategic 
Conference on Healthcare Innovations 

and Point-of-Care Technologies for 
Precision Medicine, which will be held 
from November 9-10, 2015 at the 
NIAID Conference Center in  
Bethesda, MD.

Karen R. Sack, PTRS 
Administrator, has 
been asked to serve 
as the Track Chair for 
the 2016 Northeast/
Southern Section 

meeting of the Society of Research 
Administrators International, to be 
held in February 2016 in New York 
City. She has also submitted a ses-
sion proposal which will be co-pre-
sented with the President-elect, 
William F. Hoffman, Jr., of the SRA 

Northeast Section. 

DEPARTMENT NEWS

LAURELS

SAYING FAREWELL:

The Department of Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Science thanks the following colleagues for their years of  

service and wishes them the best of luck in their new endeavors:

FACULTY/STAFF CHANGES

After 21 years as a 
highly valued col-
league and facul-
ty member in our 
department, Dr. Larry 
Forrester resigned 

from PTRS on July 1, 2015. This tran-
sition will allow him to refocus his 
attention on his ongoing research at 
the VA Medical Center, and he plans to 
maintain close ties with PTRS through 
scholarship and graduate student 
involvement. 

Effective July 1, 2015, Jill Whitall, PhD, 
was appointed the Director of the 
PhD in Physical Rehabilitation Science 
Program.

Toye Jenkins left us 
this past Spring and 
accepted a position as 
a Compliance Special-
ist within the Office of 
Research Protections 

and Compliance at the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore County. This posi-
tion will enable her to further develop 
her skills and advance her career in 
multiple areas regarding responsi-
ble conduct in research, an area that 
she has been developing. Toye made 
many valuable contributions to our 
department and work environment 
over the last eight years, and she will 
be missed very much.

Cheng-Chieh Lin, 
ScD, Postdoctoral 
Fellow and valued 
member of the 
UMANRRT (Uni-
versity of Maryland 

Advanced Neuromotor Rehabilitation 
Research Training Grant) research 
team, accepted a position as an 
Assistant Professor at the Tzu Hui 
Institute of Technology in Taiwan. 

WE WELCOME:

Harshvardhan Singh, 
BPT, MS, PhD: Harsh 
has joined PTRS as 
our newest PTRS 
Postdoctoral Fellow.
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Some things never change, right? When you reminisce about your time at PTRS, chances are that 
you recall long hours in the anatomy lab, studying hard, enjoying fun times with your classmates, 
and trying to make ends meet financially—just like our students today. 

What has changed, however, is that the cost of a physical therapy education is becoming 
unaffordable for the majority of students who have aspirations to become physical therapists. The 
need for student aid and scholarships is greater today than ever before.

In an effort to attract new scholarship gifts, the University of Maryland Baltimore Foundation, 
Inc.  created a 1:2 match (fifty cents for each dollar) on any gift given to establish a new endowed 
scholarship fund until December 31, 2015. 

Gifts to endowed scholarships and funds are invested, with a portion of the interest awarded each 
year while maintaining the principal so as to provide support in perpetuity.

Currently, we have very few endowed student scholarships that support our students in this 
growing need. 

YOUR SUPPORT

The PTRS Department is seeking visionary donors to make leadership gifts of $66,666, which 
would be matched to create a $100,000 fund (minimum amount of $25,000 needed and your gift 
can be spread over five years). 

Endowed scholarships are vital sources of long-term funding and allow us to narrow the tuition 
gap, to reduce the burden of debt, and to ensure a bright future in physical therapy.

Competition for top students is fierce as the physical therapy field grows, and the 
availability of student scholarship support is one factor that helps to ensure PTRS  
remains competitive in attracting and retaining the best and brightest students.

 

It’s Not 
Too Late...

To Match A 
Scholarship Need

Would you like to establish an endowed student scholarship, but perhaps think it is beyond your financial 
means? Consider a planned gift. You can create a lasting legacy to fund an endowed scholarship 
through a variety of gift vehicles. If you are interested in helping future physical therapy students, please 
contact Alexandria Ganzermiller, MS, Director of Alumni Relations and Development, at 410-706-5742 or 
aganzermiller@som.umaryland.edu.
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Your gifts are truly appreciated by the entire 
PTRS community!
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DEVELOPMENT

FY15 PHILANTHROPIC SUPPORT 

Your investment in PTRS is a crucial element for the 
Department to maintain and increase our tradition 
of academic excellence. Support from our alumni and 
friends allow PTRS students to experience the benefits of 
philanthropic support every time they walk into the Allied 
Health Building. Each student’s journey is unique, and we 
could not provide the distinctive, personalized experiences 
required without your partnership. Your investment in our 
students means so much. 

Total gifts supporting PTRS in FY2015 were 
$84,032. This is a 35% increase from last year.  
(Two endowed scholarship funds were created, thus leading to 
the significant increase; these endowed scholarships were part 
of the scholarship matching opportunity provided by UMBF.)

46%
ALUMNI...$38,218

37%
CORPORATIONS &  
FOUNDATIONS...$31,095
 

13%
EMPLOYEES...$11,080.59

 

4%
FRIENDS...$3,638.67

 

P

MESSAGE  
FROM 

ALUMNI  
RELATIONS

PTRS’ upcoming year-long anniversary celebration 
presents an exciting opportunity to showcase our 
achievements as well as our vision and aspirations 
for the future. The breadth and depth of the 
support we receive from our alumni, friends, and 
community partners is inspiring and a critical 
factor to our success. 

Our fund raising efforts for the 60th anniversary 
are aimed at modernizing our sole lecture hall 
and increasing the functionality of the room. By 
creating a state-of-the art learning and teaching 
environment, where both students and alumni will 
gather for educational purposes, we are investing in 
our future and creating leaders of tomorrow in the 
physical therapy field. Your continued support and 
partnership will enhance this space and the future 
of PTRS education. 

Please consider investing in PTRS’ next 60  
years today. You can contribute by taking  
advantage of the envelope in this magazine to  
make your annual gift. Or make your gift online 
today by using our secure online giving site: 
pt.umaryland.edu/givenow. 

Thank you in advance for supporting  
excellence in physical therapy and rehabilitation 

science education and research.

Alexandria Ganzermiller, MS
Director of Alumni Relations and Development

Thank you to our donors!
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REPORT OF GIFTS

ANNUAL GIFTS TO PHYSICAL THERAPY
Physical Therapy Alumni, Friends, Corporations, Foundations, and Organizations

The symbol (**) next to a donor’s name indicates that the person or organization is a member of our Ironman Club, which was 
initiated to recognize those who have made a contribution each year for at least three consecutive years. These donors understand 
that we count on their contributions every year to carry on the tradition of excellence within the Department. 

Because every donation matters to us, we make every effort to ensure the accuracy of our annual report. The following 
list includes gifts and pledge payments made between July 1, 2014, and June 30, 2015. PTRS Alumni with multiple degrees 
are recognized by their most recent degree year. If you believe an omission or error has been made, please contact Alexandria 
Ganzermiller, MS, Director of Alumni Relations and Development for the Department of Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation 
Science, at 410-706-5742.

n	 The 1956 Society
 ($5,000+)
 Community Foundation National   

Capital Region**

 George R. Hepburn ‘74/ Dynasplint  
 Systems Inc.

 Elsa H. Newmyer** & Larry W.  
 Forrester**+/James M. and Virginia  
 W. Newmyer Family Fund**

 Jane S. Satterfield ‘64**

 Jill Whitall**+

 Whiting-Turner Contracting Company

n	 Golden Circle
 ($2,500-$4,999)
 Heidi Kelly ‘00**  &  

 Bryan J. Kelly**/ Kelly Integral  
 Solutions, LLC

n	 Maryland PT Society
 ($1,000-$2,999)
 Zahava Haelion Alon ‘87 &  

 Gad Alon
 ATI Physical Therapy
 Susan D. Bitzel & Raymond H.  

 Bitzel, Jr. ‘84
 Carolyn E. Chanoski  ‘87** &  

 Lynn M. Garrison** 
 Janice Watson Grim
 Ronna Keagle ‘01**/ Ronna Keagle  

 & Associates, LLC
 Mary M. Rodgers+ &  

 William P. Webster
 Janice Leigh Trammell-Savin  

 & Douglas Savin ‘11+

 Thomas Yates ‘98/ Maximum  
 Performance Physical Therapy, Inc.

n	 Anniversary Club
 ($500-$999)
 Academy of Geriatric Physical  

 Therapy
 APTA Section on Health Policy  

 & Administration
 Samuel Esterson ‘03**

 Karen Gordes ‘03**+

 Jennifer Harrington ‘96 &  
 Michael Harrington ‘95

 Janice Hobart** &  
 Donald J. Hobart**

 JoAnn E. King ‘87** &  
 Victor F. King**

 Elizabeth McCreary
 Linda E. Paferi ‘81** &  

 Steven H. Tepper ‘90**

 Lynn Chouinard Rogers &  
 Mark Rogers+

 Arlene Ross ‘93 & Warren Ross
 Susan M. Schehr ‘81**

 Paul D. Smith
 Student Physical Therapy  

 Association SPTA
 Constance Sullivan ‘08**

 Cynthia L. Wah &   
 Michael D. Wah ‘82

 Sandra McCombe-Waller ‘04**+

n	 Founder’s Club
 ($250-$499)
 Associated Physical Therapy
 Teresa L. Brideau ‘82
 Chesapeake-Potomac Home Health  

 Agency, Inc.
 Michael Connell/ FiveStar 

 Senior Living

 Ellen Kaplan Feinglass ‘68
 David Fletcher ‘99**/ Ergonomically  

 Correct, LLC**

 Jeffrey L. Gonce ‘88**

 Donna M. Herring ‘85 &  
 Todd L. Herring ‘85/ Central  
 Maryland Rehabilitation  
 Services, Inc.

 Dianne Jewell
 Karen Jost
 Maureen C. Kalil &   

 Emile Tonas Kalil, III ‘85+

 Natalie A. McIntyre ‘86 &  
 H. Richard Piet

 Carole Ann McMenamin ‘70 &   
 V. Randolph McMenamin, Jr.

 Christine O’Berry Misback ‘82**

 Christina Morgan & Bruce Morgan ‘00**

 Ohio Physical Therapy Association
 Paul A. Rockar
 Martin G. Roecker ‘75**

 Jennifer L. Rund ‘90** &   
 John Rund, Jr. ‘90**

 Karen Sack+

 Jonathan Scheeler
 Susan A. Scherer ‘79**

Nanette Powell Strauss ‘75 & David L. 
Strauss

Sumesh Thomas ‘06/ Hamilton  
Physical Therapy

Cindy H. West ‘78** &  
Brian G. West#

Linda J. Zant ‘75** &  
Julius David Zant**/  
Community Foundation  
of the Eastern Shore, Inc.**

*=deceased          +=faculty/staff member          **=consecutive donor for 3 or more years

http://pt.maryland.edu       PROFICIO FALL 2015     27

56519.indd   29 9/14/15   9:00 AM



n	 Century Club
 ($100-$249)

 Kathleen D. Arney ‘83
 Atlas Healthcare
 Susan Baker & Delbert Baker**

 Bonita B. Barger ‘75**

 Roy H. Bechtel ‘79**

 Terri-Sue Beck ‘87**

 Christine Symonds Berger ‘93**

 Beth Black
 Laura M. Blair ‘92 &  

 Matthew C. Blair
 Erin W. Boland ‘87
 Dorothy Lynn Borgmann ‘79
 Mary Kay Casey ‘81**

  Cathy Ciolek
 Allison Coale ‘05 & Robert M. Coale
 Linda J. Coates ‘82**

 Robert S. Cohen ‘92**

 Susan L. Cohn ‘75 &   
 Kenneth P. Cohn**

 Susan Conroy ‘08**  &  
 Vincent Conroy ‘05**

 James T. Copeland ‘78
 Dawn L. Cornwell ‘86** &   

 David D. Cornwell**

 Sandra Davis ‘70
 Stacey L. Devine ‘88/ Devine  

 Intervention Physical Therapy
 Andrew D. Dimitro ‘91
 Kathy Discher Brady ‘00**

  Deirdre D. Douglass ‘79**

  Barbara Edmison
  David G. Clark & Nancy Evans ‘76
  Roy J. Film+

 Bonnie B. Gateau ‘83/ Gateau  
 Physical Therapy, Inc.

 Heidi George ‘74
 Carol G. Gratz ‘72** &  

 Edward S. Gratz** 
 Barbara S. Gilliss ‘82** &  

 Edward J. Gilliss**

  Mary Anne Gingerich ‘79**

  Virginia Glynn ‘76**

 Daniel J. Gordon ‘84**

  Ira Gorman
 Monica L. Grant ‘03
 Mary Grimm ‘11
 Jeanine Gunn
 Edward M. Hankard ‘73
 Regan Harbour

*=deceased          +=faculty/staff member          **=consecutive donor for 3 or more years

REPORT OF GIFTS
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 Brenda R. Hejduk** &   
 Joseph F. Hejduk, Jr. ‘81**

 Nancy V. Houtmann ‘84
 P. Cristina Imle ‘75** &  

 Colin MacKenzie**

 Aimee Klein
 Eileen Leaman ‘69**

 Wendy Levine
 Wei Liu ‘10
 Bylee H. Massey &   

 T. Benjamin Massey
 Ann S. McCord ‘90** &   

 Theodore E. McCord**

 A. Fin Mears, Jr. ‘90**

 Brian Mielke
 Dixie L. Miliner ‘58
 Brian G. Miller ‘79**

 J.C. (Chris) Mizelle ‘08
 Mark Monheit
 Emmanuel O. Moses/Evidence PT
 Gina Maria Musolino
 Susan K. Nolte** &   

 Charles E. Nolte**

 Denise R. O’Dell ‘09**

 Janet Peterson
 Patricia G. Provance ‘71
 Joan Ellen Rau ‘84 &  

 Walter A. Rau, Jr.
 Rehab Management Services, LLC
 Cheryl Resnik ‘74
 Karen E. Rogers ‘80
 Lynn Nancy Rudman ‘76**

 Catherine J. Scheele ‘68** &  
 Kenneth W. Newell**

 Rodney W. Schlegel ‘64**/  
 Schlegel & Vrankin**

 Jamey Schrier ‘07
 Linda L. Sharp ‘76**

 John P. Shober  ‘80
 Doris B. Solomon**

 Mary E. Spinks ‘73**

 Carla Steinberg ‘00 &  
 Michael J. Steinberg

 Deborah L. Stone ‘84
 Jacqueline D. Stone ‘79
 Judith Terle** &  Gary W. Terle ‘82**

 Jesse Thurlow ‘76
 Elizabeth Tuleya Knerr ‘72
 Florence Tyler
 Arlene H. Vincent ‘59**

 Carol H. Voelkel &   
 Michael L. Voelkel, Jr. ‘84

 Kristin Von Neida
 Tammie L. Watson & Brian Watson ‘07
 Kecia R. Whitehead Pedro ‘87**

 Cynthia J. Wike ‘83** &   
 John L Wike**

 Kathleen L. Witty ‘80
 Albion Yesilonis ‘99

n	 Friends
 (Up to $99)
 Heather Akgun ‘97**

 Linda A. Ashdown ‘83 &  
 Dale A. Ashdown    

 David Bandfield
 Marlene Fischer Bandfield ‘75**

Thank you to all who 

made a gift to support 

PTRS this past year. Your 

investment makes it pos-

sible to strengthen our 

department and improve 

the quality of education 

for future physical therapy 

students.” 

–MARK ROGERS, PT, PHD, FAPTA, 

DEPARTMENT CHAIR

‘‘
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Britta Battaile
Stephen Baur ‘07
Mary M. Beaman ‘73**

Boaz Bennof ‘98
Mary T. Blackinton ‘83
Jennifer L. Bolster ‘88
Shirley S. Briscoe ‘89
Herschel Budlow ‘62
William Cade ‘02
Lynn Carsten ‘01
Jodi Cascio ‘81** &  

Salvatore J. Cascio‘81**

Michelle Chronowski, ‘07
Holly Clynch
Susan Cohen ‘67
Rhea Jane Cohn
Sharon A. Conjar ‘81
Eva I. Corrieri ‘87**

Carol R. Dansberger ‘84**

Carol R. Devan ‘74** & John E. Devan, III**

Susan H. DeVylder ‘84
Douglas S. Dillon ‘92
Carolyn Dockins ‘75** &  

Kenneth W. Dockins**

Brenda W. Dooley ‘69**

Linda G. Downes ‘83**

Alexander Dragonuk ‘12
Linda J. Dragonuk & Stephen P. Dragonuk
Laurie Engelhardt ‘03
Paula Eppenstein
Laura M. Flynn ‘92**

Carol E. Folkerts ‘83
Drucinda L. Frederick ‘83
Rebecca M. Fuller ‘73**

Alexandria Ganzermiller+

Phillip Gilden ‘73
Jean Giove ‘84
Renisha Glenn ‘13
Leslie B. Glickman ‘64**+ &  

David R. Glickman**   
Lauren Gloger ‘07
Karen Greeley ‘07
Tamara Grunitzky ‘09
Naomi Gunter ‘10
Ellen A. Gutow ‘58**

Kay E. Haley ‘74**

Laura J. Hall ‘89 & William J. Hall
Aynsley Hamel+
 Rita Marie Hamrick ‘90
Lindsey Harris ‘11
Maria Heffter ‘95 & Steven N. Heffter
Gayle L. Hernandez ‘80
Marjorie Hetrick ‘59

Luann Hollenberger ‘90
Janet M. Horn ‘82 & Alan E. Horn
Patricia R. Hughes ‘75
Mona L. Hutchinson ‘70**

Rene Iannuzzi ‘93**

Stacie L. James ‘82
Karen Jensen-Vick ‘03
Susan J. Jesella ‘71
 Diana J. Johnson ‘88
Janet R. Katz** & Richard J. Katz ‘75**

Ann L. Keefer ‘85** &  
Warren H. Keefer, III**

Margaret C. Kelly ‘93
Christine Key ‘97**

Betty Kibbey** & Charles A. Kibbey, Jr. ‘77**

Sarah King ‘95
Janet C. Kraus ‘73 & David L. Kraus
Shelly N. Landsman ‘86
Ruth M. Latimer**

Tina S. Lazerow ‘69** & Arthur S. Lazerow**

Adele Levine ‘05
Stephen M. Levine ‘84*

Michelle Liepold ‘11
 Miranda Livingston** &  

John Livingston ‘98**

 Suzanne L. Lupo ‘72**

Megan Mackey ‘03
Joyce H. Mady ‘87 & Walter Mady   
 Lisa A. Magarill-Hillman ‘82
 Jonathan P. Maier ‘90**

 Stacey A. Malat ‘77
 Valerie B. Marshall ‘78**

Amy S. Mason ‘88
Melissa Maule ‘08
Kevin Mc Laughlin ‘03**

 Constance J. McClaeb ‘91**

William McNutt  ‘99**

 Jean L. Meissner ‘91
Jessica Minacapelli Miele ‘14
Kirk Miller ‘98
Mary Morrison ‘10
 Laura A. Musselman ‘91**

 Mindy A. Nadel ‘78 & Lawrence Nadel
 Laura Catherine Neely +
 Pamela P. Nopulos
 Mary Beth O’Herron ‘76
Kathi Paradiso
 Michele M. Parent ‘85**

Lisa E. Paul ‘78 & Stephen H. Paul
 Mary Lee Pement ‘86**

 Mary V. Pepper ‘67
 Donna B. Perlstein ‘65** &  

Stephen P. Perlstein**

 Mary Ann Peterson ‘82**

 Lisa Phillips ‘87**

 Louise M. Pirrello
 Sharon T. Pohl ‘87
 Mary Jane Pudhorodsky ‘75** & 

Gregory S. Pudhorodsky
Elizabeth K. Rasch ‘06
 Arlene M. Roberson ‘66
 Stavros A. Rologas ‘91**/Canton  

Orthopaedic & Sports Rehab Inc.**

Ashley Romm ‘13
Shari Rosen ‘96**

Jennifer N. Sauers ‘14
Cindi Schrum ‘85 & Brad S. Schrum
Alexandra Sfekas ‘11
Jason Shipley ‘06
Kelly Wilson Short ‘83
Carol C. Shulman &  David H. Shulman ‘78
Joan Simpson, ‘97**

Barbara A. Sisk ‘85 & Michael A. Sisk
 Diane Slaughter
Meredith Snyder-Ofstead ‘98**

Sandra K. Sofinowski ‘72
Kathleen Q. Specht ‘83
Theresa Sturm ‘95
Kelly Tarr ‘09**

John S. Taylor ‘81**

Linda Teodosio ‘11
Sandra T. Tomasura ‘91**

Edwin Udoh ‘05
Robert J. Varley ‘84**

Michelle A. Veneskey ‘14
 Lisa A. Viscuso ‘93** & Ernest Viscuso  
Joshua Vogel ‘13
 Deborah Wahl
 Denise M. Weber**

Ann Marie Wehrle &  
Kenneth Gordon Wehrle

 Donna L. White ‘80
 Jin S. Yang ‘83
Marshall Yount ‘98

*=deceased          +=faculty/staff member          **=consecutive donor for 3 or more years

REPORT OF GIFTS

Disclaimer: We have made every effort 
to provide a complete and accurate 
listing of Departmental donors and 
gifts. Although this list was carefully 
produced and appraised, we extend our 
regrets, in advance, for any oversight 
revealed in the listing. If you believe 
an omission or error has been made, 
please contact Alexandria Ganzermiller, 
MS, Director of Alumni Relations and 
Development at 410.706.5742 so that we 
may correct our records.

http://pt.maryland.edu       PROFICIO FALL 2015     29

56519.indd   31 9/14/15   9:00 AM



PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Baltimore, MD

Permit No. 3107
Department of Physical Therapy
and Rehabilitation Science
100 Penn Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

Follow us on Twitter
twitter.com/umsomptrs

Follow us on Facebook
facebook.com/UMD.SOM.PTRS

Join us on Linked in
PTRS Alumni Group –  
University of Maryland Baltimore

See us on You Tube
youtube.com/
umsomptrs

60th Anniversary Events: 
We are in the midst of planning several alumni events 
throughout 2016 - including an alumni service activity, an 
Orioles outing, 60th anniversary celebration and more!  
Further information will be sent in the coming months. Be  
sure to visit our website for all upcoming events: 

pt.umaryland.edu/alumni_events
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