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Our 1999 policy was an excellent example of the Conspectus model and:

•	Focused	on	the	selection,	acquisition,	and	maintenance	of	print	materials
•	Emphasized	the	selection	of	monograph	titles
•	Contained	many	specific	criteria	for	the	acquisition	and	 
   retention of materials.
•	Dictated	very	specific	collecting	criteria	that	no	longer	worked	with	 
   the evolving types of materials that we collect.
•	Assumed	we	collected	at	a	level	which	did	not	reflect	our	reality	 
   (or budget).  

Our new policy:

•	Focuses	on	the	management	of	a	hybrid	collection	with	 
   an emphasis on e-resources
•	Emphasizes	the	selection	of	the	right	resource	in	the	right	format
•	Is	now	a	versatile,	living	document	that	provides	the	flexibility	needed	as	we 
   continuously adjust our collection practices to keep pace with our users
•	Is	easy	to	update.		In		fact		the	Collection	Review	section	of	the	policy	has	 
			already	been	revised	to	reflect	the	concerns	of	the	NNLM/SEA	Task	Force	 
   on the Future of Collection Retention and Access
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HS/HSL COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT POLICY 2009 
 
 
 
SELECTION CRITERIA  

The Library welcomes suggestions for the addition of resources from the University 

community.  Faculty librarians use the following criteria in making collection decisions: 

 
 Support for the teaching and research mission of the University 

 Demonstrated or anticipated demand for the resource 

 Appropriate scholarly and intellectual level 
 Reputation of the publisher or provider 
 Currency of the resource  Authority of the resource 

 

HS/HSL 

COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT POLICY 
1999 

 
 
 
SELECTION CRITERIA 

 
The criteria used to select electronic resources are the same as for the selection of print 

 and other formats, i.e., the resource must contribute to the Library’s mission of providing 

 support for instruction and research for its primary clientele; have an anticipated or 

 demonstrated demand; be published/provided by an author/publisher with a good 

 reputation; contain accurate information; be within the Library’s budget, etc.  

In addition, the factors below are among those considered for electronic resources: 

 
1. Technical requirements 

a. Is additional hardware or software required to use it? 

b. Is the product networkable? 

c. What is the means of accessing data (e.g., are passwords required)? 

d. Is the resource available at all times? (e.g. Internet resources) 

e. Are there special security requirements beyond what the library usually provides? 

f. Is the resource stable (i.e., is the software “buggy”)? 

2. User friendliness 
a. Is the screen design easy to read and follow? 

b. Is the interface already in use at HS/HSL and familiar to users? 

3. Searching functionality 
a. Are keyword and Boolean operators available? 

b. Is response time acceptable? 

4. Is the data current? How often updated? 

5. Does the content include abstracts?  Full text? 

6. Does the vendor have a good reputation and provide good service? 

7. Does the vendor provide support materials? 

8. What are the training issues (for staff and library clientele)? 

9. Licensing 
a. Is a license required? 
b. Are the terms agreeable (e.g. ILL allowed)? 

c. Will the Library have access to data it paid for if the subscription is canceled or 

publication ceases? 

10. What are the archiving possibilities?  (Does vendor archive?  In what form?) 

11. Is there a print equivalent?  If so, what are the advantages of the electronic product?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* licensing terms are acceptable 
* journal is full text, not just abstracts or tables of contents 

 
  B. Not Included With Existing Subscription  

Electronic journals which are not included in the cost of a print subscription, as well as resources new to the Library, will be reviewed by the Collection Development Committee. The Committee will use criteria similar to those used for print journals in addition to the SELECTION CRITERIA listed above.   
 
 
Web sites: These are identified and selected by the HS/HSL subject specialists according to their relevance to the Library’s collection using the Library’s WWW Web Site Evaluation checklist.   
 
CD-ROMs:  In general, CD-ROMs are not collected unless they are networkable and are for reference use.  In order not to duplicate the CD-ROM collections in the campus media centers, HS/HSL will acquire CD-ROMs only occasionally if the content is unique and not available in any other format. CD-ROMs which accompany print material are retained only if the content is supplemental to the text and only at the discretion of the subject specialist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. COUNTER compliant users statistics should be provided. 

 
User considerations: 

1. The resource should be easy to navigate; 

2. Adequate search functionality is required.  Online support should be provided for users 

and trainers.  Search results should be clear and capable of export. 

.Is training necessary for use? 

What search functionality is offered? 

What kind of online support is available for users and trainers? 

How does the resource present results and what data export capabilities are offered? 

 
Licensing and cost: 

1. Is a license required?If a license is required, it must meet State of Maryland 

Requirements. 

Are the pricing model and any maintenance fees acceptable?  

2. Are the terms agreeable for library concerns such asA license should allow: 

 Electronic transmission of ILLs; 

 Use of online content for course reserves; 

 Use by library walk-ins; 

 Use by distance education students. 

3. Does the library have permanent access rights to the subscribed content in cases of 

cancellation or publication cessation?The Library should have permanent access rights 

to subscribed content. 

 
Librarians will use these criteria and others identified in best practice guidelines to review new 

electronic resource acquisitions and to evaluate resources for renewal.  Findings will be 

recorded on the Resource Review Checklist. 

 

TYPES OF ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 

 
E-journals:  As with print journals, electronic journals require a long-term commitment from the 

Library in terms of financial resources and human resources to acquire and maintain them.  As 

more and more scholarly journals become available in electronic as well as print versions, the 

Library must decide whether to maintain both versions or cancel the print when the online 

version becomes available.   

 
  A.  Free with Existing Print Subscription 

Upon request, the Library will provide access to the web version of a print journal to 

 which it subscribes if it meets the following criteria: 

 
* free (i.e., no additional cost beyond that of the print subscription) 

* access is provided by IP address and /or proxy server (no passwords) 

* no additional software (other than a web browser) is required 

Formatted:  No bullets or numbering

 

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES COLLECTION POLICY 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 The Health Sciences and Human Services Library of the University of Maryland, 

Baltimore recognizes the growing importance of electronic resources to the information needs 

of its clientele.  This policy covers selection criteria for electronic resources acquired for use by 

the Library’s clientele.  It is
 to be used in conjunction with the Library’s general Collection 

Development Policy. 

 
 
SCOPE 

 The term electronic resources as used in this policy refers to any source of information 

which can only be accessed or used via a computer. Electronic resources covered by this policy 

include, but are not lim
ited to those intended for addition to the HS/HSL collection, for delivery 

of educational or research content, for inclusion on the HS/HSL networks or computers, and for 

remote access (i.e., commercial databases and Internet resources) by HS/HSL clientele.  Types 

of resources include but are not lim
ited to web or Internet-based. CD-ROM, magnetic tape, 

floppy disk, and online.  Electronic resources needed for operational use by the Library (e.g., 

word processing, spreadsheet, or presentation software; circulation, cataloging, or acquisitions 

systems) are not covered by this policy.  

 Electronic resources must fall within the subject and language scope and coverage of 

the print collection, as stated in the Library’s general Collection Development Policy.  

 
SELECTION CRITERIA 

 The criteria used to select electronic resources are the same as for the selection of print 

and other formats., i.e., the resource must contribute to the Library’s mission of providing 

support for instruction and research for its primary clientele; have an anticipated or 

demonstrated demand; be published/provided by an author/publisher with a good reputation; 

contain accurate information; be within the Library’s budget, etc.  

In addition, the factors below are among those considered Criteria for under the 

consideration of for electronic resources include: 

 
Technical needs: 

1. The resource should authenticate by IP address, and permit remote access 

to authorized users  (as defined in agreement) through a secure network;   

2. The resource should be stable and available at all tim
es;  

3. Site-wide access or a sufficient number of concurrent users is necessary; 

4. The vendor should provide an option for archiving with recognized services such as 

CLOCKSS or Portico. 

Faculty Librarians from the Services and Resources divisions  
met	and	asked	the	following	questions:

Policy was divided into sections and rewritten by librarians  
based on their area of expertise.

How do we manage our collections now?

How do our peer institutions manage theirs?

How do we think we are going to  
manage resources in the future?


