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Leveling Informatics Online Education Across Baccalaureate, Masters, and Doctoral Programs in a School of 

Nursing 

Heidi Landry, DNS, RN, Michael Landry, DNS, RN   

Problem. Recent changes in accreditation standards have resulted in a need for informatics education across all 

program levels in schools of nursing. This presentation describes solutions to problems encountered in implementing 

this change at one school of nursing, including constraints on course credit hours and the leveling of course content, 

while keeping in mind that some students have no prior formal education in informatics.  New informatics courses 

were needed for a new online Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) program that was scheduled for an initial 

accreditation visit and for online Bachelors (BSN) and Masters (MSN) Programs for an upcoming reaccreditation visit. 

Course content had to be directed to the appropriate level across all three programs and yet most, if not all, students 

had no prior formal education in Informatics. The implementation of each Informatics course in each program 

presented a unique set of challenges, including the addition of an Informatics course without adding credit hours to 

existing programs. Purpose of the Project. A. Design Informatics courses for Doctoral, Masters, and Bachelors 

Nursing Programs. B. Level Informatics content across each program, while providing introductory information on 

Informatics. C. Accomplish this without increasing the number of credit hours in two existing programs. D. Meet all 

CCNE and QSEN Informatics requirements to ensure accreditation of the School of Nursing. Change Implemented. 

Informatics courses were designed and implemented in each program curriculum. The DNP and BSN courses have 

been taught and evaluated. The MSN course is scheduled to be taught for the first time in the spring of 2014. 

Methodology. CCNE standards and QSEN guidelines served as an initial basis for leveling content across the three 

programs. Introductory information was inserted into the MSN and DNP courses as it was recognized that students in 

these programs had no prior formal education in Informatics. The DNP Informatics course presented challenges, 

because the curriculum called for Informatics and Finance to be taught in one class. The solution was to base this 

course on the writing of a grant proposal for the development of a web-based Personal Health Record, which 

required a business plan for its implementation. The MSN Informatics course presented a challenge as the 

curriculum could not be expanded. The solution was to combine two other courses to make room for an Informatics 

class. The RN-BSN curriculum was completely overhauled to make room for a new Informatics course and to comply 

with other new standards. Results. Evaluation has been performed using end of course student satisfaction results 

and measurement of learning outcomes. To date all evaluations have been highly positive. Conclusions. The DNP 

program received its initial accreditation, while the MSN and BSN programs will be up for accreditation next year. 

Course and program evaluation results so far have been highly positive, and continue on an ongoing basis.



 


