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._@LTHOUGH spending two years of
study at the University of West Virginia

in the mysteries of the "healing arc”, Mary-
land boasts of graduating one of her sons
with all the qualities which an altruistic
medical man must have. His popularity
among his class-mates has given us an elo-
quent testimonial of the regard we have
for him. With an unassuming, quiet man-
ner, winning personality associated with a
keen mind, one would say his future is
assured and only have we to wait to hear
of his success. And so to quote: “"George
is a man, take him all in all, I shall not
look upon his like again.”
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BALTIMORE (Md.) February 1- Dr. George H. Yeager is retiring this month
as director of the University of Moryland Hospital ofter a 44-year careet ot the School of
Medici ne. ot

He h-as seen the progression of the hospital not only from an edministrator's
view, but through the eyes of a physician as well. He was professor of elinical surgery before
taking on the directorship in 1965. During his term as director, he established a reputation
for his attention to the details which make a hospital run effectively.

His biggest accomplishment hos been improvement of the physical facilities of
the hospital, Dr. Yeager feels. When he came to University, department heads were working
under undesirable conditions, he says, and there were no omenities for private patients.
Especially with the opening of the north hospital wing, he says, University can now provide
satisfactory facilities for all types of patients.

Dr. Yeager hos also seen the development of intensive care units. At the
beginning of his career, acutely ill patients were scattered throughout the hospital. Now
this system has given way to centralized intensive care units in which each patient can be
assured that he is within immediate reach of highly skilled practitioners and the most advenced
technical equipment. _ |

Dr. Yeager knows what it's like to give medical care without the benefit of
a first-rate physical plant or supplies. While he was commanding the 42nd General Hospital

during World War 11, the unit functioned in a convent in Brisbane, Australia and in bamboo
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huts and tents in Manila, Philippines, and finally acquired satisfactory facllities when the
“42nd" went into Tokyo ot the end of the war with General Douglas Mac Arthur, Dr. Yeager
wos awarded the Legion &f Merit in 1945 and retired from the Air Force as brigadier general.

With his retirement, Dr. Yeager will .continue his international traveling,
beginning with several months on a consulting job in Bogota, Columbia, After that, his plans
are not firm.

Until a successor is chosen for Dr. Yeager, the hospital will be administered
jointly by Dr. John H. Moxley, dean of the medical school, and Jack Robinette, administrator
of the hospital.

" George Yeager has devoted his entire professional life to University Hospital, "
said Dr. Moxley. "He accomplished many things before taking on the directorship of the hospital,
when it was ot a low point, " he said, "including founding the surgical research lab and the
surgical vascular clinic, "

Dr. Moxley added that Dr. Yeager has developed the hospital Into a thriving
Institution, mointaining the respect of his staff in the process. "He is one of the most
respected men in the country in the field of surgery, as well as emong hospitel administrators, "
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GEORGE YEAGER, M.D.

Dr. Yeacer, our honored guest, has enjoyed a distinguished
career as a surgeon, medical administrator, member and officer
of many local and national surgical societies, and in the
military.

George Yeager was born in Davis, West Virginia. He re-
ceived his Bachelor of Science degree from the University of
West Virginia in 1925, and his Doctor of Medicine degree
from the University of Maryland School of Medicine in 1929.
He completed the surgical residency program at the University
Hospital in 1933 under Professor Arthur M. Shipley, and he
has been continuously associated with the University since.

During the period from 1933-42, Dr. Yeager was active in
anesthesiology, working and teaching in operative surgery, en-
gaging in a busy surgical practice, and developing a clinic for
the treatment of peripheral vascular disease. During these years
he also found time to serve as an enthusiastic member of the

Maryland National Guard.

In 1942 Dr. Yeager departed for overseas as Chief Surgeon
of the 42nd General Hospital. A year later he became com-
manding officer. This unit served with distinction in Australia,
the Philippines, and Japan. This position brought to the fore-
front his outstanding capabilities as an administrator, for which
he was awarded the Legion of Merit in 1945. After discharge
from active duty in April of 1945, his interest in the military
continued as a reserve officer and as a consultant to the Surgeon
General. In 1970 he retired from the service as a Brigadier
General, USAF.

Since 1945 Dr. Yeager has displaved a most unusual capacity
for stamina and hard work. He was very busy with a demand-
ing surgical practice and also found time to be active in local,
state, and national societies. He served as President of the State
Medical Society and founded and edited the State Medical
Journal. He is a member of the American Surgical Association,
Southern Surgical Association (Secretarv and past President),



the Society for Vascular Surgery (Secretary and past Presi-
dent), the Southern Medical Association (past Counselor), the
Southern Surgeons Club (past President), the Southeastern
Surgical Congress (past President), and the New York Acad-
emy of Science. From this partial list of organizations to which
he belongs, it is apparent from the number of elected positions
in these societies that his capabilities as an administrator and
leader were duly recognized. During this span of vears he also
served in 16 local, state, and national planning and review
committees. He was active in the Research Surgical Laboratory,
and for some years was its director. From this area came many
of the 71 published papers of which he was author or co-
author.

With his recognized and proven administrative ability, it
seemed very natural that in February, 1965, he was requested
to assume the duties of Director of the University of Maryland
Hospital. Immediately after assuming this post, there was a
very noticeable improvement in morale. Things were accom-
plished. The old and over-crowded building was rejuvenated:
New units were added, and the old areas refurbished. His
tenure has been characterized by steady and outstanding prog-
ress, often accomplished under almost insurmountable handi-

caps.

Dr. Yeager is a personable, capable, compassionate, generous,
tolerant, and industrious individual; a man admired and re-
spected by people in all walks of life. In addition to those
many attributes which have led to his successful and produc-
tive career, he is endowed with great equanimity. Without this,
such a task as director of this institution would have been well

nigh impossible.

As his directorship of this institution comes to an end, it is
the unanimous opinion that “George Yeager has done a great
and outstanding job.” To him we convey our heartfelt

thanks.
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Dr. Yeager Is Elected
Union Memorial Chief

: Q{.— George H. Yeager has|as president and to succeed Dr.
been elected the first male pres-|Herbert E. Wilgis as executive
ident in Union Memorial Hos-|director when their terms of

pital’s 119-year history. At the
same time, Mrs. Bruce P. Wil-
son was elected chairman of
the board.
As a result of a meeting of
the board of directors, a major
rate reorganization of the
haspital was announced by
Mi$. Virginia L. Nelson, retir-
ing president. Dr. Yeager was

office end in September.
“Combining the offices of
president and chief administra-
tive officer  provides greater
continuity in the management
of the affairs of the Hospital.
Dr. Yeager’s unique back-
ground as a superb administra-
tor and renowned physician
make him eminently qualified
to assume this newly defined

elf’ted to succeed Mrs. Nelson

position,” Mrs. Nelson said.
Previous Posts

Dr. Yeager was director of
the University of Maryland Hos-
pital, as well as professor of
clinical surgery of the Univer-
sity of Maryland School of Medi-
cine until his retirement in
February of this year.

Dr. Yeager is a graduate of
the University of Maryland
School of Medicine and is a dip-
lomate of the American Board
of Surgery; member of the
American Surgical Association;
Southern Surgical Association
(secretary and past pres-
ident), American College of
Surgeons, Association of Mili-
tary Surgeons in the United
States, American Medical As-
sociation, New York Aca-
more City Medical Society.
He is a 40-year member and
past president of the Medical
and Chirurgical Faculty of
Maryland, and is a charter
member of the Baltimore
Academy of Surgery.




