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U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  M A R Y L A N D  S C H O O L  O F  D E N T I S T R Y

Sum mer 2014

Caring for People in 
Maryland and 

arOUnd 
THE GlOBE



I am honored to have been appointed dean of the University of Maryland School of Dentistry, my alma 
mater. The School of Dentistry has an illustrious history and exceptional faculty, staff, and students.  
I look forward to helping chart the future of the school and partnering with our devoted alumni and 
friends to promote excellence in education, research, patient care, and service. 

When we teach our students to be 
outstanding dentists and dental hygienists, 
we teach them to be citizens of the world.

 
Part of being a skilled, compassionate oral health care 
provider is learning that everyone needs and deserves quality 
care. That is why one of the many things that our clinical 
education emphasizes is the value of community service.

From our clinics here at the school in Baltimore to remote 
villages in the Dominican Republic and the Philippines, 
students, faculty, and staff serve the underserved. Last year 
alone we cared for more than 30,000 patients in our clinics. 
Through externships and community service opportunities, 
students and faculty provide treatment for patients 
throughout Maryland and in distant places like Hanoi, 
Vietnam, and Esmeraldas, Ecuador. And the value of service 
does not diminish with graduation; countless alumni donate 
their time and talents to care for people locally and abroad.

So it is with great pride that I invite you to read this issue of Mdental and learn about just a few of the ways 
that our students, faculty, and alumni provide care for others. Whether you read about Haley Hausser, 
DDS ’14, and six other students providing restorations in the Philippines; or Hannah Saulsbury, RDH ’14, 
and her fellow dental hygiene students conducting HIV testing in the Baltimore clinic; or Beverly Jimenez, 
DDS ’90, fixing a carie for a little boy in Jaipur, India, you cannot help but be moved.

I hope you also will enjoy reading about exciting new research developments that are being spearheaded 
by our faculty. Joel Greenspan, PhD, is focusing on the relationship between temporomandibular 
disorders and chronic pain; Robert Ord, DDS, MD, is leading the fight against oral cancer; and Leslie 
Costello, PhD, has achieved a research milestone — more than 50 consecutive years of research funding.

ALL OF tHESE StELLAR InDIVIDUALS, AnD SO  
MAny MORE, ARE A CREDIt tO OUR SCHOOL.

Kind regards,

Mark A. Reynolds, DDS ’86, PhD, MA 
Dean and Professor

An EmphAsis on sErvicE

Mark reynolds 
appointed dean

View announcement at  
www.dental.umaryland.edu
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Sometimes it’s good to get out of your 
comfort zone. Seven University of Maryland 
School of Dentistry students did just  
that, traveling to an impoverished area  
of the Philippines for two weeks to  
provide dental care for thousands of  
underserved patients. 

The fourth-year students had no idea what to expect 
in February when they arrived in Sorsogon City, a 
municipality of about 150,000 people located on the 
southern tip of the island of Luzon. Working with a 
Medical Mission of Mercy team from Washington, D.C., 
they provided basic dental care for underserved patients in 

a busy, city health center. The students, setting up portable 
dental chairs in a room that was traditionally used to 
deliver babies, quickly realized that they were not going to 
practice ideal dentistry. “We had to make the best of the 
equipment that we had. With no suction, our patients had 
to spit. And the lighting was so poor that we had to buy 
headlamps from a camping supply store,” remarks Haley 
Hausser, DDS ’14.

Outside the health center, a growing line of patients waited 
in the sticky, tropical heat. Many of the patients were poor 
farmers who work in the rice paddies that blanket the 
region. Some traveled for hours to receive dental care.  
“A lot of these patients had suffered from swelling or tooth 
pain for years, and it was just normal for them to endure 
that pain,” says Daniel Dastrup, DDS ’14.

By Ada m Zewe

Mission Trip Teaches Students 
the Importance of Service

PHOTOS	PrOvIDED	bY	HALEY	HAUSSEr

The fourth-year student externs in 
the Philippines: (from left) Rhiannon 
De Leon, Olivia Oriani, Paraskevas 
Kourtsounis, Haley Hausser,  
Peter Newton, Kimberly Agbulos,  
and Daniel Dastrup
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Dastrup, who had spent two years living in the Philippines 
on a church mission trip several years ago, knew firsthand 
that many poor Filipinos do not practice proper oral 
hygiene. They also struggle to access affordable dental care. 
“I saw how much their lack of dental care affected their 
self-esteem. A lot of the people I met would cover their 
mouths when they talked or wouldn’t smile fully, so  
others wouldn’t see all the decay in their teeth,” he says.

During the weeklong mission trip, the students provided 
restorations for as many patients as they could. With so 
many patients waiting, they worked at a feverish pace. 
“One day, I think I saw 20 patients before lunch,”  
Hausser recalls.

Each day, one team of students traveled to provide dental 
care at a rural health center in a remote village. They 
packed up as much equipment as they could carry, piled 
into a decommissioned ambulance, and headed off on an 
early morning drive through the countryside. Bouncing 
along winding dirt roads that were barely wide enough for 
two cars, the students prepared for the day ahead. 

In each village, they set up their equipment inside a health 
center that was often nothing more than a squat, cinder 
block building. tiny windows offered little relief from the 
stifling heat, especially when the one-room building was 
filled with patients. With a lack of equipment, the students 
had to improvise. They set up rudimentary “operatories” 
using plastic picnic chairs. “When I was treating kids, 
sometimes I had to get down on my knees because the 
chairs didn’t recline,” Dastrup remarks.

In these rural health centers, the students witnessed some 
truly heartbreaking cases. Because many rural Filipino 
children have diets that are high in sugar (the Philippines 

is the ninth largest sugar producer in the world), children 
often suffer from severe tooth decay. 

Dastrup recalls one of the most difficult cases he 
experienced. “I treated a 16-year-old girl who needed to  
have all four of her front, maxillary teeth removed. I 
knew that she didn’t have the means to get dentures or 
replacements for these teeth. I really struggled with that 
procedure — it took me 10 minutes to get up the courage 
to take out those teeth. In one way, I was helping her to get 
out of pain, but in another way, I was devastated because 
there was nothing I could do to save those teeth,” he says.

Despite the challenges the students faced each day, they felt 
humbled to be able to help so many people. “It was such an 
eye-opening experience to see that side of the world,” says 
Olivia Oriani, DDS ’14. “It felt great to be able to serve 
these people. It really gives you an appreciation for what we 
have here in the U.S.” 

By the end of the mission trip, they helped treat more than 
2,000 underserved adults and children. For the students, 
who are now preparing to begin careers as oral health care 
professionals, the trip taught them that their skills can have 
a huge impact on people's lives. –AZ

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Haley Hausser,  
ddS ’14, prepares  

a patient for an  
extraction at the 

Sorsogon City  
health center.

it felt great to be able to serve these people . it really  

gives you an appreciation for what we have here in the U.s.

— Olivia Oriani, DDS ’14
“ ”
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STOry & pHOTO By adaM zEwE

Architect Builds  
New Career  
in Dentistry

 

Student Derejew tessema’s journey to 
dental school began half a world away 
from the University of Maryland  
School of Dentistry (UMSOD).

The youngest of 12 children, tessema 
grew up in a rural village in southern 
Ethiopia. His parents, poor farmers, 
scraped together enough money to  
send him to the nearest high school, 
more than 60 miles from the tiny 
village he called home.

Despite the challenges of living 
on his own as a teenager, tessema 
excelled in school and graduated with 
honors, becoming one of only 4,000 
Ethiopian students admitted into state-
run colleges that year. After earning 
a degree in architecture, tessema 
returned to his hometown as a technical 
advisor for local construction projects. 
“That was one of the happiest times of 
my career. I was able to work directly 
with people, helping them overcome 
issues and conflicts,” he says.

A few years later, political disagreements 
forced tessema to resign and move to 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia's capital, where 
he started his own company. 

Ethiopia was fighting a lingering war 
with neighboring Eritrea, and a severe 
recession soon took hold in the capital. 
Unable to make ends meet, and under 
increased scrutiny from government 
officials, tessema was forced to flee  
his home, leaving behind his family.  
He traveled to South Africa, where 
his architectural  
expertise earned 
him a position at 
one of the most 
prominent firms 
in the country. 
There, he designed 
luxury homes 
for some of the 
nation’s wealthiest 
individuals. He was 
at the pinnacle  
of professional 
success, but 
tessema couldn’t 
shake a feeling of  
emptiness. 
“Throughout those years,  
I started to feel a gap in my life. Who 
am I helping? Our customers are from 
the rich class,” remarks tessema.

He believed the United States would 
give him new opportunities. tessema 
journeyed through 10 countries  
before finally immigrating to the  
U.S. in 2006. He accepted a job with  

 
a construction firm in northern 
Virginia and quickly achieved success 
designing high-end hotels. But the  
new job did nothing to quell his 
lingering sense of hollowness. tessema 
soon found himself looking for a new 
career in the health field. Dentistry 
appealed to him because it would  
allow him to help individual people, 
while utilizing the design skills  
he had developed as an architect. 

now finishing his second year at 
UMSOD, the 41-year-old is excited 
for the opportunity to improve the 
lives of his patients. “I think that the 
difficulties I have overcome during my 
life have taught me to see challenges 
as opportunities. Sometimes, you plan 
your journey, but life has its own way. 
I have learned to look beyond the 
horizon,” he concludes. –AZ

Derejew Tessema in  
the simulation lab
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Dental hygiene students at the University  
of Maryland School of Dentistry have  
joined an interprofessional effort to reduce 
the prevalence of HIV in Maryland. 

They participated in the Preparing the Future (PtF) II 
program at the University of Maryland, Baltimore, which 
includes seminars and cultural competency courses for 
students from all six professional schools on campus. As a 
culmination of the program, hygiene students administered 
rapid HIV tests in the dental screening clinic.

The prevalence of HIV and AIDS is a continuing problem 
in Maryland. The state reported 1,783 new HIV diagnoses 
in 2011, ranking Maryland seventh highest in HIV 
infection rates in the nation, according to the Centers  
for Disease Control and Prevention. In Baltimore City, 
more than 13,000 people are living with HIV or AIDS, 
says the Maryland Infectious Disease and Environmental 
Health Administration.

After attending several PtF seminars, Hannah Saulsbury, 
RDH ’14, was surprised to learn how widespread HIV and 
AIDS are today. “Even though HIV and AIDS are prevalent 
in all populations, it is still taboo to talk about the disease, 
its modes of transmission, and getting tested. Raising 
awareness of these issues is essential,” says Saulsbury.

During the annual training program, Saulsbury and her 
30 classmates worked closely with representatives from the 
JACQUES (Joint AIDS Community Quest for Unique 
and Effective treatment Strategies) Initiative. The initiative 
is a component of the University of Maryland School of 
Medicine’s Institute of Human Virology that provides 
treatment and support for HIV-positive patients. Hygiene 
students administered the oral swab test, which is 99 
percent accurate and returns a result in 20 to 40 minutes. 
Patients who test positive are referred to the JACQUES 
Initiative for further testing, treatment, and support. 

Ultimately, the goal of these training sessions is to help 
students become comfortable talking about HIV and 
AIDS with their patients. 

Even though the training prepared students for a range of 
patient reactions, Katelynn Poulin, RDH ’14, still found 
it challenging to discuss HIV. “Some patients still believe 
that HIV is a death sentence. Through this program, I’ve 
learned to communicate to them that this is no longer the 
case,” Poulin remarks.

Marion Manski, RDH, MS, director of the dental hygiene 
program, hopes this experience teaches the students that 
hygienists play a critical role in improving the overall 
health of their patients. “Learning these skills helps the 
students understand that they are an integral part of 
assessment, patient education, and implementation of care. 
As hygienists, we may discover health issues that patients 
are not aware of,” she says. –AZ

By Ada m Zewe

Hygiene Students Join  
Efforts to Reduce HIV  

PHOTO	PrOvIDED	bY	THE	JACQUES	INITIATIvE

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

A dental hygiene student  
performs an oral swab HIV test.
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The University of Maryland School of dentistry honored its top students 
during an Evening with the Stars celebration on May 12. Students 
received honors for outstanding achievement in academics, and for their 
dedication to community service projects. awards were presented by 
department and in schoolwide categories to the following students:

Visit www.dental.umaryland.edu/evening_with_the_stars  
to see more photos from the celebration.

Folasayo Anna Adunola 
Iti Agarwal 
Melissa Brooke Allman 
Christopher Stephen Bailey 
Andrew Douglas Barnes 
Ashley Breanne Barrineau 
David Rubler Bates 
Rebecca Michelle Boss 
Raquel Cecilia Brentson 
Adam Peter Bussell 
Thomia Denise Campbell 
Shawndra Renee Cannon 
Matthew Hamall Carella 
Karisa Lauren Carroll 
Eric Chai 
Grace Hahnsam Chung 
Abigail Marie Davis 

Vandan Sanjiv Desai 
Brooke Ashley Dillow 
Andrey Vladimirovich    
    Doroshenko 
Jennifer Melissa Drossner 
Kristina Vilija Durickas 
Erik John Fitzgerald 
Vanessa Hartman, DDS 
Haley Emilie Hausser 
Mimi Meejung Jeon 
Bayonne Joseph 
Suprina Kaur 
Michael Reilly Kerins 
Andrew John Klish 
Paraskevas P. Kourtsounis 
Wesley Ryan Latimer 
Alyssa McFee Litkowski 

Kirsten Anne Logsdon 
Shane Lu 
Kara Marie McCray 
Kimberly Angel Moyer 
Peter Jeremiah newton 
Vogtle ninh, DDS ’12 
Eric James Orbison 
Olivia Hudson Oriani 
Andrea David Pedersen 
Katelynn Marie Poulin 
Jennifer Hannah Raad 
Mark Logan Reiter 
Stephen John Ridenour 
Salar Sanjari 
Geoffery Daniel Shultz 
Allison Marie tages 
Lauren tara yeager

photos by Ada m Zewe

An EvEning  
with the stArs

▲ 
On	May	6,	the	recipients	

of	the	Dean’s	Community	
Service	Awards	were	

recognized	by	Patricia	
Meehan,	DDS	’93,	associate	

dean	for	academic	affairs.
	

Folasayo	Adunola	receives	the	
American	Academy	of	Oral-

Maxillofacial	radiology	
Award	from	Li	Mao,	MD,	chair		

of	the	Department	of	Oncology	
and	Diagnostic	Sciences.

	
Grace	Chung	receives	a	Division	of	General	
Dentistry/General	Practice	Managers	Award	
from	Douglas	barnes,	DDS	’83,	MS,	chair	of	the	
Department	of	General	Dentistry,	and	Assistant	
Professor	Joyce	Huey,	DDS	’81.

	
Kimberly	Moyer	receives	the	Hu-Friedy	Golden	
Scaler	Award	from	Marion	Manski,	rDH,	MS,	
director	of	the	dental	hygiene	program.

	
Andrey	Doroshenko	receives	the	Hanau	best	of	
the	best	Award	for	Excellence	in	Prosthodontics	
from	Ashraf	Fouad,	bDS,	DDS,	MS,	chair	of	the	
Department	of	Endodontics,	Prosthodontics	
and	Operative	Dentistry.
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Kourtsounis: Where are you from? 
LEBron: I am from Mount Pocono, Pa.

K: Where did you go to undergrad? 
L:  I went to Bloomsburg University  

of Pennsylvania for undergrad.

K: What was your major in undergrad? 
L: I majored in biology.

K: Why did you choose UMSOD? 
L:  I chose UMSOD because of its 

strong clinical program. Another 
reason I chose UMSOD is because 
we take boards after our first year 
instead of after our second year.  

K: Is dental school what you  expected? 
L:  Dental school is definitely what I 

expected and more. The classes are 
strenuous, but I am very interested 
in the subject material and every 
moment is exciting. 

K: What is your favorite class so far in  
 dental school? 
L:  My favorite class is physiology 

because I thoroughly enjoy  
Dr. norbert Myslinski’s lectures 
and I am fascinated by how the 
body functions.  

K: Be honest, how long did it take to 
 put your first rubber dam on? 
L:  It took me 20 minutes to put my 

first rubber dam on. It is a lot 
harder than it looks.

K: How were you feeling before your 
 first exam? 
L:  Before my first exam, I was feeling 

very anxious. I felt like I had 
worked so hard to get here and 
that this exam would determine 
whether I belonged here or not. 

K: What is your favorite thing  
 about UMSOD? 
L:   Mediasite and Questionmark 

are my two favorite things about 
UMSOD. It is nice to have  
every lecture recorded so that  
I can review them later, and it  
is wonderful to receive feedback 
on every exam right away.

K: What do you do for fun in  
 Baltimore outside of dental school?  
L:  Outside of dental school, I like 

to spend time with my friends, 
explore the Inner Harbor, and 
meet new people.

K: Most important question —  
 are you a Ravens fan? 
L: Who isn’t a Ravens fan?

K: If you could change anything about  
 dental school, what would it be? 
L:  If I could change anything about 

this school, I would add more 
elevators because three elevators 
aren’t enough.

K: Why dentistry?  
L:  I chose dentistry because my smile 

is my most important asset and I 
want to bless others with the same 
confidence that my smile gives me.

K: What is one piece of advice you   
 would give your younger self? 
L:  I would tell my younger self to  

have more fun and to stop 
stressing over things that are  
out of my control. –PK

In March, fourth-year dental student and 2014 class president Paraskevas P.  
Kourtsounis sat down with first-year dental student and 2017 class  
president Kimberley Lebron to chat about her dental school experience.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

By par askevas p. Kourtsounis, DDs ’14

Getting to Know 
First-Year Dental Student Kimberley Lebron, DDS ’17 
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Story by r a ndolph Fillmor e  
pHOTOS By adaM zEwE

Brave 
New 

Digital 
World 

a dental student
prepares a newly  
milled crown that  
was generated in 

minutes for a patient.
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GGoing to the dentist. It’s a visit fraught 
with anxiety for many. If your visit is 
for a crown, let’s say, you have come 
to expect a mouthful of gooey stuff 
when the impression is made, perhaps 
a serious gag or two during that 
procedure, a temporary crown (that 
may fall off!), another visit, adjustments 
to fit and, heaven forbid, another  
go-round with the gooey stuff if all  
is not right the first time.

no more. Students at the University 
of Maryland School of Dentistry are 
being taught 21st-century dentistry 
that employs digital scanning to 
make virtual rather than stone models 
in seconds, then allows the student to 
create a digital restoration — a crown,  
inlay, onlay, or veneer — on a computer 
screen. After several minutes of mouse 
clicking to size and seat the virtual 
restoration, a final click sends it to 
a milling machine that can chisel a 
perfect crown or other restoration 
from a block of porcelain in about  
10 minutes. 

All of this happens thanks to the digital 
CAD/CAM (Computer-Aided Design/
Computer-Aided Manufacturing) 
wizardry offered by Sirona’s CEREC 
AC BlueCam, the 3M LAVA Chairside 
Oral Scanner (C.O.S), the itero Digital 
Impression System by Cadent, and 
the Sirona CEREC MC-XL milling 
machines, all now at home in the 
school’s “Dream Room” where the 
latest dental technologies are evaluated 
and taught. 

Digital dentistry has been incorporated 
into the student curriculum for 
two good reasons. First, digital 
technologies offer patients better 
results and, second, students need to 
know how to use the technologies 
because they are increasingly being 
used in dental practices.

“We have a responsibility to teach 
the future to our students, not teach 
the past,” says Gary Hack, DDS ’79, 
director of clinical simulation and 
associate professor in the Department 
of Endodontics, Prosthodontics and 
Operative Dentistry who, for the 
past eight years, has been the new 
technology’s evaluator, advocate, and 
the school’s make-it-happen person. 
“Since I first saw these technologies 
in action, I was convinced of their 
importance to dental education and 
realized that we were compromising 
our students if we did not introduce 
them to digital dentistry.” 

The quest to bring the new 
technologies to the school was  
a “long and 
winding road” 
and not without 
some resistance 
to change, says 
Hack. But digital 
technology 
acquisition and 
its incorporation 
into the students’ 
curriculum 
has had two 
hallmarks. First, 
Sirona, which 
manufactures the 
CEREC systems, 
donated 10 RedCam Systems to the 
school in 2006 along with 10 compact 
milling machines. Second, Ira Bloom, 
DDS ’72, assistant director of the 
Advanced Education in General 
Dentistry (AEGD) residency program 
who had been practicing digital 
dentistry for a decade in private 
practice, came onboard to offer hands-
on, one-on-one training to students, 
supporting Hack’s efforts.

“Predictions are that by next year over 
half of the impressions sent to dental 
labs will be digital impressions,” says 
Bloom. “That means that our dental 
students need to know how to make 
digital impressions because after 
graduation they will have an excellent 
chance of encountering CAD/CAM 
technologies in the practices where 
they will be employed.” 

Students, who initially spend a 
good amount of time with Bloom 
getting to know the CEREC system 
hardware and software, will — in 
their clinical years — use digital 
technology to make impressions 
as well as design and mill the 
restorations for real patients.

“We are presently doing four to six 
CAD/CAM restorations per week  
in the clinic,” Bloom says.

Fourth-year dental student Logan 
Reiter, who has done several CAD/
CAM restorations, is an advocate 
for the new technology. “The lack of 
having stone models, the accuracy  
of the digital impression, with no lab 
involvement, is a great advantage,” says 
Reiter, who admits he is still 

Gary Hack (left) 
and ira Bloom 
show first-year 
dental student 
Elaine Bylis how 
to manipulate a 
digital impression. 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
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learning, but with so many of the 
functions similar to familiar computer 
applications, he is quite comfortable 
with the technology. “The interface  
is pretty intuitive for those in my  
age group. you set the parameters,  
and that’s how it shows up.”

to help incorporate the technology 
into the school’s curriculum, CEREC 
software has been installed on all of 
the 180 computers in the school’s 
simulation laboratory, allowing 
students to practice and better 
develop their knowledge and digital 
skills in dental anatomy, occlusion, 
and proper preparation design. 

“As a department, we are excited  
about this technology and  
need to be actively engaged  
in continuing to teach our  
students the most advanced  
techniques while exposing  
them to the latest technologies,”  
says Douglas Barnes, DDS ’83,  

MS, chair of the Department of 
General Dentistry and director of 
the Advanced Education in General 
Dentistry program.

Hack and Barnes agree on the 
responsibility to teach the future. 
“This technology has been 
revolutionary to dental education,” 
states Hack, who along with Bloom 
authored a chapter on digital 
impressions for a future textbook. 
“By becoming proficient in the use 
of these technologies, our students 
represent a link, a conduit to the 
future. Practitioners will want to 
tap into our graduates’ knowledge 
base in order to move their existing 
practices forward. Our students will 
be the driving force in the profession, 
the link to the future that takes the 
practice of dentistry to the next level.”

 
Digital imaging and Modeling,  
a Key to Precision

Even to the lay observer, the 
technologies offer more than just  
a “gee whiz,” reaction. Seeing  
the technology in action quickly  
makes one a convert. With a deft  
and experienced hand on the mouse, 
Bloom demonstrates making a virtual 
model of the patient’s  
mouth. After he  
captures a 3-D  
image of the mouth 

with a scanner, a virtual version of 
the upper and lower teeth shows up 
in a second on the computer screen 
(see graphic at right). He can rotate 
the model up to 360 degrees, turn it 
inside out, make one side transparent 
to be able to see the inner part of the 
model and the preparation, contour the 
margins, modify the virtual restoration 
to fit better, add or subtract porcelain, 
and otherwise carefully fashion the 
virtual restoration. Each step is greatly 
magnified on the computer screen to 
afford optimum accuracy and precision. 

The advantages of digital precision may 
be most clearly made by the “virtual 
articulator,” a Sirona companion 
software program that aids in teaching 
students about occlusion, but without 
the mess and inconvenience of 
mounting stone models with plaster. 
The virtual articulator provides digital 
parameters of lower and upper jaw 
articulation, noted in a variety of 
colors on the screen, and provides a 
“functionally generated bite,” gained 
by having the patient’s bite digitally 
analyzed by mathematical algorithms 
when they move their jaws. The 
software reads the points of occlusion, 
then displays the results in animation. 

▲   Fourth-year dental student  
Logan Reiter (right) takes a digital 
impression of a patient’s mouth 
using the CEREC AC BlueCam.

The	CErEC	MC-XL	can		
produce	a	permanent	crown		

in	as	few	as	10	minutes.

▼



11MDENTAL  |  SUmmer 2014      

 
“All of the preparation and design is 
enhanced by the student’s supervisor 
being able to see the student’s work 
magnified 15 to 20 times on the 
computer screen,” explains Bloom, who 
adds that with an accompanying Sirona 
program called “PrepCheck,” students 
can self-check their work for accuracy.

With a final click of the mouse, 
Bloom’s work is sent to the milling 
machine. After being glazed in a 
porcelain oven for about 20 minutes, 
the finished crown is bonded to the 
patient’s tooth. The patient soon leaves 
the chair — not with a temporary 
crown, but with a permanent one.

Since the arrival of the 10 CEREC 3 
(RedCam) units in 2006, Sirona  
has now accepted them back in a 
trade-in upgrade for 10 BlueCams. 
The new CEREC BlueCam 
acquisition unit captures more data, 
and in higher definition. 

The technology can be a hefty 
investment, admits Bloom. But the  
cost can be recaptured through  
the speed and accuracy with  
which one can work. It also can  
be considered a self-funding 
investment because it pays for itself 
when a dentist takes the money 

normally used to 
pay lab costs and 
uses the money 
to pay for the 
technology. Dental 
labs will not 
become obsolete, 
reassures Bloom, 
because there are 
certain dental 
procedures for 
which a dental lab 
is necessary. 

“Digital dentistry also helps with 
marketing,” says Bloom with a smile. 
“Once patients experience the 
ease and speed with which their 
restorations are made, in one visit, 
they will tell their friends!”

In addition to Sirona’s gifts of 
the 10 BlueCams and 10 compact 
milling machines, the Dream  
Room includes the new 3M true 
Definition acquisition unit, which 
furnishes full-color, live video rather 
than still digital photography to 
make impressions. The school also 
has five 3M LAVA Chairside Oral 
Scanners, gifted from 3M, after 
Hack persuaded the company of the 
“forward-thinking vision” of the 
School of Dentistry.

“We also have the itero Digital 
Impression System by Cadent 
that came to us as part of our 
collaboration with the American 
Dental Association, which resulted 
in a research publication in ADA’s 
Professional Product Review,” 
explains Hack. Hack and visiting 
scientist Sebastian Patzelt, DMD, 
DrMedDent, are now collaborating 
on another ADA-supported research 
project, also focused on the accuracy 
of digital impressions. 

improving Patient satisfaction, 
one smile at a time

“The benefits of digital dentistry to 
patients are numerous,” says Bloom, 
citing the number of patients who have 
written to thank them for using the 
new technology on their restorations. 

testimonials also are rolling in from 
recent school graduates who have gone 
to work in practices where digital 
dentistry is the everyday tool, and 
from graduates who have started their 
own practices and use the digital tools. 

Even patients who are dentists are 
impressed. Gina McCray, DDS 
’87, PA, came to the school for a 
restoration and had the unique 
experience of having her daughter, 
Kara, a student at the school, use 
CEREC technology to carry out  
her restoration. “I am so happy my  
daughter is receiving this invaluable  
training,” wrote McCray. “This  
technology is certainly where  
dentistry is going.” 

“Digital dentistry is here to stay,”  
Bloom concludes. “The fundamental  
 knowledge and utilization of digital 
dentistry will make for better dentists. 
Also, by teaching this technology, we 
will be doing better at delivering  
more accurate, better fitting, stronger, 
and more aesthetic restorations at 
lower costs, saving more teeth  
for more patients.” –rF

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Virtual image of a crown  
generated by the  
CEREC AC BlueCam
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If you ask Galen Giaccone, DDS ’15, to recall one of the best days in her life, she 
jokingly says “the day I was told I had to get braces.” This comes as a surprise from 
someone who has won numerous beauty pageants — reigning as Miss Delaware 
2008 and rising to be one of the top 15 Miss America 2009 contestants. 

Giaccone admits that she has always had an affinity for teeth. It is part of the  
reason she decided, at age 12, that she wanted to become a dentist. Her interest  
in the health care field came naturally since her mother is a nurse.

Giaccone was first exposed to dentistry when she worked part time in a dental 
office during high school and while earning her undergraduate degree. Any doubts 
about her future aspirations were erased when she went to Guatemala on a mission 
trip during her freshman year at the University of Delaware. After spending a 
challenging week assisting with tooth extractions in facilities that had no electricity 
or running water, Giaccone was convinced that dentistry was the career for her.

Giaccone began competing in pageants during her senior year in high school and 
won Delaware’s Junior Miss competition in 2006. “I didn’t think I would win, but 
that is where it all began,” says Giaccone. In 2008, she competed against 16 women 
in the Miss Delaware pageant and won the state title. At the local, state, and national 
level, the Miss America Organization gives women the opportunity to promote a 
community service platform. Giaccone promoted dental outreach as Miss Delaware 
2008 by teaching children, parents, and educators about the importance of proper 
dental hygiene. As a state titleholder, Giaccone was involved with the Children’s 
Miracle network, which advocates for children’s health issues, and Right Decisions 
Right now, a program that focuses on teaching children to make healthy decisions. 

Although Giaccone has set aside her tiaras for textbooks, she still attends the Miss 
Delaware pageant every year to help prepare contestants for the competition.  
She credits the discipline that she developed through pageant competitions with 
helping her prepare for dental school. 

While competing at the highest levels of pageantry, Giaccone developed 
interpersonal skills that she will utilize as a dentist. As she eagerly awaits her 
University of Maryland School of Dentistry graduation day in May 2015, she 
speculates that it might just trump the day she was told she had to get braces. –TP

By Ter a Poole , DDS ’16

BeYOND THe WHITe COAT 

Galen Giaccone, DDS ’15 

▲   

 Galen	Giaccone		
competes	in	the	Miss	

America	Pageant.

Galen	Giaccone,	who	has	played	the	piano	since		
age	6,	performs	during	the	talent	competition. PHOTOS		

COUrTESY	OF		
GETTY	IMAGES
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The University of Maryland School of 
Dentistry (UMSOD) student chapter 
of the Hispanic Dental Association 
(HDA) has received the 2014 
University of Maryland, Baltimore 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Diversity 
Recognition Award for Outstanding 
Student Group. The student chapter 
received the award for its promotion 
of diversity and service to the 
Hispanic community.

“It is an honor for our HDA student 
chapter to receive this distinguished 
recognition. We continually strive to 
serve the local Hispanic community 
while maintaining a diverse group of 
members,” states HDA Past President 
Richard Duarte, DDS ’15. “We are 
thankful for our dedicated volunteers 
and supporters for their continued 
efforts toward our organization’s goals 
and overall mission."

The chapter focuses on service, 
leadership, education, and advocacy. 
It participates in community health 
fairs, organizes screenings, and 
promotes awareness of the need 
for oral health care in Maryland's 
Hispanic community. The Hispanic 

Dental Association recognized the 
UMSOD chapter as the 2013 national 
Student Chapter of the year due to its 
commitment to community service.

During a recent outreach event in 
inner-city Baltimore, HDA members 
demonstrated proper tooth-brushing 
and flossing techniques to more  
than 100 young children and their 
parents. "It was gratifying to see  
such young children take an interest 
in their oral health," says HDA 
Community Service Co-chair Andrew 
Stiles, DDS ’15. “This event was 
important because one of the most 
critical times for the development of 
teeth is during the first few years of life.”

HDA students and faculty members 
also held an outreach event at 
Baltimore’s Wolfe Street Academy, 
where more than 90 children from 
kindergarten through fifth grade 
were screened for caries and any 
other conditions requiring immediate 
attention. HDA Social Co-chair 
Alexandra Hernandez, DDS ’15, 

enjoyed interacting with the kids at 
Wolfe Street, some of whom only spoke 
Spanish. “It was so rewarding to be able 
to give them a positive experience with 
dentistry,” Hernandez remarks. 

While the HDA student chapter 
at UMSOD primarily serves the 
Hispanic community, most of the 
members are not Hispanic. During 
lunch-and-learn seminars, members 
learn key Spanish dental terms to 
better interact with patients.

“The award is a well-deserved 
recognition of our HDA student 
chapter. It has been a consistent work 
over the years, with the strong support 
of the dean’s office. As the faculty 
advisor, I am proud of our students 
and faculty members who work hard 
and are committed to providing 
care to the Hispanic population in 
Maryland,” states Assistant Professor 
Cecilia Velez, DDS. –CZ/AZ

By CHriS zanG  

and 

adaM zEwE

a member of the UMSOd  
student chapter of the Hispanic 
dental association discusses  
oral hygiene with a child  
during an outreach event. P
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PHOTOS	bY	ADAM	ZEWE

Daniel	Matthews	and	Elizabeth	Hoffman

valerie	Snodgrass	fixes	Jennifer	Patton’s	tassel

Douglas	barnes,	DDS	’83,	MS,	chair	of	
the	Department	of	General	Dentistry,	

with	his	son,	Andrew

Chad	Libraty,	brian	Goldstein,	bayonne	Joseph,		
Crystal	brickhouse,	vandan	Desai,	and	Thomia	Campbell

Honors  
convocAtion 
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(background	photo)	barry	Cohan,	DDS	’74,	a	member	of	
the	board	of	visitors	and	president-elect	of	the	Alumni	

Association	board	of	Directors,	addresses	the	graduates.

Graduates	Ai	vo	(left)	and	Suprina	Kaur		
with	Kaur’s	mother	and	sister

Karisa	Carroll	is	hooded	by	her	sister,	brianne	Carroll,	DvM

Salar	Sanjari	is	hooded	by	Assistant	
Professor	ramsay	Koury,	DMD

Graduates	snap	a	selfie

Dental	hygiene	graduates		
brooke	Dillow	and	Abigail	Davis

Dean	Mark	reynolds,	DDS	’86,	PhD,	
MA,	congratulates	dental	hygiene	

graduate	rebecca	Stanley
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Renowned author and speaker Dale Carnegie once said, 
“Most of the important things in the world have been 
accomplished by people who have kept on trying when 
there seemed to be no hope at all.” no one knows this 
better than University of Maryland School of Dentistry 
(UMSOD) alumnus Paul Corcoran, DDS ’75. Inspired 
to pursue dentistry as a young boy by not one, but two 
dentists on his paper route, Corcoran’s path toward a  
career in dentistry was not an easy one.

Like three of his siblings, he attended the University of 
Maryland, College Park for his undergraduate degree. 
But his undergraduate grades were not stellar, and he was 
one of the last students accepted into UMSOD before the 
school year began. He struggled academically and was 
dismissed at the end of his first year. 

“I still have a copy of the dismissal letter,” says Corcoran. 
“It was terse and authoritative and encouraged me to 
pursue something other than dentistry. It turned out to 
be terrific motivation to this day.” His determination led 
him back to College Park, where he completed a series of 
intense science courses. He also found a part-time job in a 
nearby dental lab, where he improved his manual dexterity.

Corcoran reapplied to UMSOD and was readmitted. He 
graduated and, after two associateships, moved to Vail, 
Colo., where he started his own practice and has worked 
as a general dentist for the past 33 years. He consults with 
the Vail Valley Medical Center, which recently presented 
Corcoran with an award for excellence in patient care. 
His accomplishments also include being featured on the 
cover of Compendium of Continuing Education in Dentistry 
magazine as the lead author on an article about head and 
neck skin cancer.

Corcoran attributes part of his hard-won success to 
fellow alumnus Jeff Cooper, DDS ’72. “Jeff Cooper was 
my fraternity brother at College Park and, by luck of 
the alphabet, my lab partner in dental school,” explains 
Corcoran. “I was in way over my head. Jeff took me under 
his wing and tutored me during that disastrous first year. 
to this day, it has been the most selfless, compassionate, 
generous behavior I’ve ever seen.” Consequently, Paul and his 
wife, Jean, have established the Dr. and Mrs. Paul Corcoran 
and Dr. and Mrs. Jeff Cooper Scholarship Endowment 
Fund. The fund will provide support to UMSOD students 
who are facing academic or personal challenges.

“Paul’s accomplishments have made me very proud,” says 
Cooper. “He worked hard for his degree. I take great 
pleasure in seeing him succeed.” Corcoran replies, “This 
scholarship is to honor Jeff and what he has done. He 
gave me the confidence to get supplemental training and 
reapply. He changed my life. It speaks volumes about the 
wonderful people who are in dentistry.” –PD

By Paul Dr ehoff

If at First You  
Don’t Succeed…

Paul Corcoran with his wife, Jean, who is also his office manager

PHOTO	bY	bEX	WHITE
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SATUrDAY,	SEPT.	6		
8	A.M.	TO	4	P.M.

Morning Session 
Posterior Composites: A rapid,  
simplified Placement technique 

Afternoon Session 
Esthetic restorative Excellence  
with inlays/onlays

Posterior composite resin restorations seal teeth, reinforce 
remaining tooth structure, allow conservative preparations, 
and satisfy patient desires for natural appearance. A greatly 
simplified and efficient procedure for placing these restorations 
based on new materials and technology will be demonstrated. 

7 CdE CrEdiT HOUrS

SATUrDAY,	SEPT.	27		
8	A.M.	TO	4	P.M.

Bone Grafting: the Essentials

Gain a thorough understanding of bone grafting indications; 
comprehend the principles and techniques that can be 
applied in preparation for implant placement; understand 
how soft tissue manipulation plays a role in successful bone 
grafting procedures. 

7 CdE CrEdiT HOUrS

Both courses will be held at the  
University of Maryland School of Dentistry 
650 W. Baltimore St., Baltimore, MD 21201

Continuing 
 yoUr  
 EDUcAtion

A lecture and  
demonstration course with  

Ron T. Jackson, DMD

A lecture, demonstration  
and participation course  

with Robert M. D’Orazio,  
DDS, FAGD

dEnTiST: $295 / TEaM MEMBEr: $175

dEnTiST: $399 / TEaM MEMBEr: $180

ALUMNI NEWS

Frequent advancements in science and 
technology result in a greater need for 
professional development. Each year, the 
University of Maryland School of Dentistry 
provides nearly 400 hours of continuing 
education courses to 1,800 alumni and dental 
professionals. This commitment to lifelong 
learning extends to oral health professionals 
in Maryland and throughout the U.S. 

For MorE inForMAtion about our continuing  
education courses, please call 410-706-2282  
or visit us online at www.dental.umaryland.edu/ce.

onLinE CoursE rEGistrAtion is now  
available at https://cf.umaryland.edu/checkout 
/ds/continuing-education/.
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If you live near Hampstead, Md., and have a dental 
appointment with Dr. Resh, you’re going to need a bit 
more information. Is your appointment with Jim Resh, 
DDS, Kevin Resh, DDS ’93, Eric Resh, DDS ’02 —
all three of whom are brothers — or (until his recent 
retirement) their father, George Resh Jr., DDS ’55? All four 
men are general dentists who have been a part of a family 
practice that spans three centuries. 

Reaching back 121 years, Resh Family Dentistry has been 
recognized by the Baltimore Business Journal as one of 
the oldest family-owned businesses in the Baltimore area. 
The Resh family tree boasts four generations of health 
care practitioners with deep roots in the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore.

What appears to be a genetic predisposition to care for 
patients began with Daniel Milton Resh, who graduated 
from the University of Maryland School of Medicine in 

1893. A general physician, he opened a practice in 
Hampstead, not far from where he grew up and only two 
blocks from where the current dental practice is located. 
His son, George Daniel Resh Sr., chose a slightly different 
path for his health care career, graduating from the 
University of Maryland School of Dentistry (UMSOD) 
in 1925 (then only a three-year program). Soon after, 
George Sr. built the modest structure that has served as 
part home and part dental office for the next 89 years. Four 
additions later, the building that housed one operatory and 
one additional employee (his wife, Louise, was also the 
receptionist and bookkeeper), is now home to a bustling 
practice with 10 operatories, three dentists, four hygienists, 
and three receptionists.

George Daniel Resh Jr., who was born in the house where 
his father practiced, decided to follow in his father’s 
footsteps and graduated from UMSOD in 1955. By then, it 
was a four-year program, but it “felt like six,” quips George 
Jr. “The very first day of class, we walked into the room 

Story & Photos By Paul Dr ehoff

Family DentisTree

the r esh family tree boasts four gener ations of health care  

pr actitioner s with deep roots in the Univer sity of m aryland, Baltimore.
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and there lay all of the cadavers for dissecting. I think it 
was a test to see if we had what it took.” 

George Jr. adds, “I grew up watching my father do 
extractions, so my instructors were impressed with my 
skill.” After graduation, George enlisted in the U.S. 
Army for two years before beginning work in his father’s 
practice. He and his wife of 60 years, Dorothy, raised four 
children — Jim, Carol, Kevin and Eric. All three sons 
entered the dental profession, and their daughter, Carol, 
became a medical technologist.

The elder Resh swears he didn’t do any arm-twisting to 
get all three sons to become dentists. And while he likes 
to perform magic tricks, sometimes even for patients, one 
can’t help but wonder if there was a little magic involved 
in creating this extraordinary dental family legacy. “I was 
shocked when my oldest son, Jim, decided that he wanted  
to be a dentist. I nearly fell out of my chair,” says George Jr.

▲ 

Daniel	Milton	resh	graduated	from		
the	School	of	Medicine	in	1893.

From	left,	Eric,	Kevin,	
George	Jr.,	and	Jim	resh

▼
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Jim Resh was born while his father was still in dental 
school. Jim taught elementary school for seven years 
before heading down the dental career path. He earned 
his DDS in 1988 from the Virginia Commonwealth 
University School of Dentistry. “I was actually interested 
in engineering and started to see dentistry as a form of 
mechanical engineering in miniature,” says Jim. “But 
regardless of our interests, we’ve always had a lot of love 
and support from our parents.”

Jim’s brother Kevin was inspired to pursue a career in 
dentistry for different reasons. “My dad was a dentist 
and I always saw him come home from work happy,” says 
Kevin. “And as a kid,” he adds, “I would assist my dad 
with patients in emergency situations when the regular 
staff weren’t available.” Kevin graduated from UMSOD in 
1993, exactly 100 years after his great-grandfather, Daniel 
Milton Resh, graduated from the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine. “The opportunity to come work in the 
family practice was outstanding,” says Kevin. “I did my 
residency here with my dad.”

Eric Resh, the youngest member of the family 
(so far) to enter the family practice, worked in a 
microbiology lab for five years before deciding to 
pursue dentistry as a career. He began working 
part time as an assistant for his dad to make sure 
it was the right career path. “I was working with 
the family and noticed that everyone really liked 
what they were doing. I knew I wanted to be  
a part of that,” says Eric. He graduated from     

            UMSOD in 2002.

All four men agree, however, that it was just assumed that 
they would join the family practice when they graduated 
from dental school. That foregone conclusion has led to 
a close-knit practice that treats 3,600 patients each year 
from Baltimore and Carroll counties and Pennsylvania. 
In an effort to keep things family-oriented, patients in 
the same family are typically scheduled with the same 
Resh practitioner. If you are not a family member in Resh 
Family Dentistry, then you are treated like one; some staff 
members have worked there for more than 20 years. The 
three brothers’ interests and skills include cosmetic and 
restorative dentistry, oral surgery, periodontal treatment, 
root canal therapy, and orthodontics.

What’s it like to work with your family? “We maintain 
our own patients and are doing our own work throughout 
the day,” explains Eric. “Some days, we don’t even see 
each other because we’re so busy. But it’s great to be able 
to bounce ideas off of each other. We meet together two 
to three times per week to discuss treatment plans. It is a 
highly collaborative work environment.” 

Kevin offers: “Our faith in God and our upbringing have 
given us a set of principles that reflect how we treat each 
other and our patients.” 

“It is that concept of putting others first that helps us be 
successful,” adds Jim. With eight children among the three 
brothers, there may be another generation of Resh family 
dentists in the making. “not a day goes by that we don’t 
realize how blessed we are.” –PD

▲ 

Eighty-nine	years	and	
four	additions	later,	resh	
Family	Dentistry	remains		

in	its	original	location.
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Where can a life in dental 
public service take you?  
To the most interesting 
places and to new heights 
in your professional career; 
just ask Stephen Corbin, 
DDS ’74, MPH. 

Corbin is the senior vice president of 
community impact for the Special 
Olympics International, headquartered 
in Washington, D.C. His initial interest 
in dentistry was sparked by a co-worker 
at a part-time job who was pursuing 
a dental degree. “He would show me 
pictures of periodontal disease and ask, 
‘Isn’t that cool?’” Corbin explains. 

Upon graduation, Corbin entered 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services Indian Health 
Service, and began working and living 
on the White Earth reservation in 
northwestern Minnesota. “I worked 
with the Chippewa Indians and was 
responsible for 3,000 people. I was 
the only dentist for 1,000 square 
miles,” says Corbin. “I served five 
other outlying locations in makeshift 
and mobile clinics. I would drive an 
hour to a distant outpost in winter 
conditions and thaw pipes with a 
blowtorch to get the water flowing 
for the operatories; then I would see 
patients until the pipes refroze — it 
was pioneer dentistry.” It was in the 
face of such challenges that his passion 
for public health dentistry began.

During the next several years, Corbin 
went on to address public health needs 
in a number of important positions. 
Among them, he served as the first 
chief dental officer for the Bemidji, 
Minn., area and built oral health 
programs in three states that served 18 
tribes. Corbin spent 23 years working 
for various federal health agencies 
in clinical care delivery, program 
management, and policy development, 
finishing his federal career in 1997 as 
both the chief dental officer of the U.S. 
Public Health Service and chief of staff 
to the surgeon general. 

Along the way, he earned a degree in 
public health from Johns Hopkins 
University, completed a public health 
residency, and was board certified in 
dental public health.

“In the spring of 1974, when I was 
sweating it out to see if I would get all 
of my clinical requirements done, I 
had no idea what direction my career 
would take or what you could do with 
a dental degree,” says Corbin. “I had 
the great good fortune to stumble into 
the U.S. Public Health Service and be 
challenged with positions that were 
beyond my comfort zone. 

“It just goes to show that you must 
remain open to professional growth 
throughout your life. Dentistry is one 
of the most challenging professions 
— it involves risk management and 
a variety of people and complexities; 
dentists are trained to follow protocols 
and are good thinkers. They make 
some of the best leaders.” –PD

By paul Drehoff

Public Service Dentistry

Stephen Corbin at the 2007 Special Olympics World Games in Shanghai P
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           everly “Sissy” Jimenez, 
              DDS ’90, remembers a 
              little boy she examined  
           in the Indian city of 
Jaipur. The boy did not want his 
mouth to be inspected by the 
amiable pediatric dentist, but he 
was eventually coaxed into sitting 
in the dental chair. He didn’t 
speak English and most likely had 
never been to a dentist before.

“He had a cavity in his front 
tooth and was sobbing the whole 
time,” says Jimenez. “But I fixed 
it and it was over in five minutes. 
I showed him and his face went 
from tears to a great big smile.  
It really made him feel special.”

During the past quarter-century, 
Jimenez has participated in myriad  
dental missions around the globe. In January, she returned 
from 2 1/2 weeks practicing pediatric dentistry in the 
impoverished neighborhoods of India and the Philippines. 
In the past, she has traveled on missions to Costa Rica, 
nicaragua, Jamaica, Vietnam, and Thailand. The missions 
are coordinated by various relief organizations.

A mother of four and married to University of Maryland 
School of Dentistry (UMSOD) classmate Earl Chambers 
III (DDS ’90), Jimenez has her own pediatric dental 
practice in Annapolis, Md. She aspires to spend five weeks 
each year participating in dental missions and hopes to 
eventually establish an annual mission in the central 
Philippines, where her father is from.

“I’m lucky to love what I do,” she remarks. “I want  
to see more kids and recruit more volunteers.”

Jimenez’s appetite for practicing 
dentistry abroad was whetted 
in 1988 when traveling to the 
Dominican Republic on a 
mission with former UMSOD 
Professor Francis Serio, DMD 
’86, MS, MBA. “I was like, 
`Wow, what a great way to give 
back,’” she says. 

Jimenez, who lives on Kent 
Island, Md., and grew up in 
Ellicott City, Md., admits 
going on missions to developing 
nations is not for the faint-
hearted. “It’s not a vacation. It’s 
tiring,” she says. “I have to drag 
all my stuff with me and work 
in pretty difficult situations. It 
takes a lot of energy and a real 
sense of adventure.”

Most of what Jimenez sees on missions are decayed teeth, 
infections, toothaches, and chronic tooth pain. Quite 
frequent are composite fillings, extractions, and teeth 
polishing. Jimenez travels with a portable dental unit, 
supplies, gloves, gauze, and local anesthetics, as well as toy 
rewards for young patients.

Although it’s hard to be far from family, Jimenez hopes 
her missions inspire her own children. “now, with 
communication tools like Facebook, they see what I’m 
doing,” she observes. “I hope it inspires them to do good 
with the skills they’re given. I want them to see that 
whatever profession you choose, you can give back.”

She also hopes her missions inspire young dentists and 
dental school students. “These missions are so rewarding 
for me and all of us,” Jimenez says. “It’s just a great thing  
to experience.” –AF

By alan FEilEr
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American writer E.B. White once said, “We should all do, 
in the long run, what gives us joy, even if it is only picking 
grapes…” Robert Scott, DDS ’69, finds joy in not only 
picking grapes, but growing them, and he has his wife to 
thank for it. He received 40 grapevines as a wedding present 
from his bride, Carolyn, in 1980, which led the hard-
working orthodontist to embark on a demanding new hobby: 
viticulture (the science and art of growing grapes).

While grapevines may seem to be an odd gift for a groom, 
they were a perfect present for Scott, who cultivated a love 
of agriculture as a child working in his family’s nursery. His 
home sits on 47 acres of fertile land in rural Carroll County, 
Md., and he selected a choice plot of earth for his vines. Fast 
forward 34 years and Scott, who retired from his orthodontic 
practice in December, now farms a three-acre vineyard. 
“Maybe it is related to my background as a detail-oriented 
orthodontist, but you have to be a little bit compulsive to be 
successful at growing grapes,” Scott quips.

He grows the classic grapes of French wine country — 
Chardonnay, Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon, and Pinot 
noir — as well as several less common varieties. The wet, 
mid-Atlantic climate is Scott’s worst enemy in the vineyard. 
A lack of sunshine and too much rain can cause the grapes 
to be under-ripe, reducing their level of natural sugar, which 
is a necessary component in the winemaking process. Scott’s 
beloved Pinot noir grapes are particularly finicky — the small 
bunches of thin-skinned black grapes are susceptible to fungus 
during the humid summer.

Bitter cold is another problem Scott must contend with. He 
recalls the winter of 1994, when temperatures in Carroll 
County plummeted to 17 degrees below zero. If it hadn’t been 
for the snow cover on the ground that insulated the vines, his 
entire vineyard would have died. “If you can make it through 
all the catastrophic things that can happen in the vineyard, 
you really appreciate the final product,” Scott remarks.

For Scott, growing grapes is a true labor of love. He spends 
the bulk of the winter and early spring pruning each of his 
2,000 vines by hand, one branch at a time. He keeps a keen 
eye tuned to the weather forecasts, watching out for an early 
frost as autumn sets in. When late September rolls around, 
the literal fruits of his labors are ready for picking, crushing, 
pressing, fermenting, and bottling.

Scott sells the bulk of his grapes to other home winemakers 
and commercial wineries, like Cove Point Winery in Calvert 
County. He ferments about 100 gallons for himself out of the 
nearly 700 gallons of wine his annual harvest yields.

At the end of a long day, when he and Carolyn sit down with 
a glass of his prized, ruby-colored Pinot noir, all that hard 
work in the vineyard proves worthwhile. –AZ

Story & Photo By A da m Zew e

BeYOND THe WHITe COAT 

Robert Scott, DDS ’69 
robert	Scott	and	his	wife,	Carolyn,	in		

their	Carroll	County,	Md.,	vineyard. ▼
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Joseph Passaro, DDs ’81, and James 
“Woody” Wooddell, DDs ’81, led a 
team of six Anne Arundel County, Md. 
-based dental practitioners to win the 
first Seattle Study Club World Team 
Treatment Planning Championships.

Brenton Burger, 
DDs ’82, Ms, 
has invented 
and patented a 
resorbable bio-
polymer guided 
tissue regenerative 
membrane. In 
November 2013, 
he presented a 

poster on its development at the Tissue 
Engineering Regenerative Medicine 
meeting in Atlanta. 

Margaret Wilson, 
DDs ’82, has been 
named vice dean 
of the Eastern 
Carolina University 
School of Dental 
Medicine. She had 
previously served 
as associate dean 
for student affairs.

Lorna Flamer-Caldera, DDs '87, will 
serve as the 2014-2015 president  
of the New York State Academy of 
General Dentistry.

Leila Liberman, rDH, Bs ’88, and 
sheryl syme, rDH, Bs ’88, Ms ’93,  
received the 2013 Kathy Lyter 
Community Oral Health Heroes Award 
from the Maryland Dental Action 
Coalition for their work with the Special 
Olympics Special Smiles program.

susan stanton, 
DDs ’91, has been 
promoted to senior 
health scientist in 
the office of the 
associate director 
for science at 
the Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 

(CDC). In her new role, she oversees 
scientific programs and activities both 
in intramural and extramural research. 
She also has been appointed a senior 
advisor and executive secretary to the 
CDC’s Excellence in Science Committee.

Michael Virts, DDs ’08, ’10, recently 
completed a two-year term as 
president of the Maryland Academy  
of Pediatric Dentistry. 

Bruno Jham, DDs, Ms, PhD ’10, a 
graduate of the Oral and Experimental 
Pathology Program, has been appointed 
assistant dean of academic affairs at 
the Midwestern University College of 
Dental Medicine – Illinois.

Lauren Bolding, DDs ’12, received the 
2013 Barron Award from the American 
Academy of Maxillofacial Prosthetics. 
The award recognizes maxillofacial 
prosthetic residents who exemplify 
personal qualities and academic 
prowess with a potential to be  
major contributors to the specialty.

CLASS NOTES

Gil Boisoneau, DDs ’65, was inducted 
into the Manchester (Conn.) Sports 
Hall of Fame for his achievements as a 
high school football player and then as a 
volunteer coach for more than 40 years.

Glenn Paulk, DDs ’66, has retired from 
service after 20 years of volunteering  
for the Arnold Palmer Invitational Golf 
Tournament in Orlando, Fla. He served 
on the executive committee for the 
past eight years.

Michael Blicher, DDs ’70, served as 
general chair of the American Dental 
Association’s 2013 Annual Session in 
New Orleans.

Jared Fine, 
DDs ’72, MPH, 
received the 2013 
Distinguished 
Service Award 
in Dental Public 
Health from the 
American Public 
Health Association.

richard Grubb, DDs ’75, has been 
selected as an honored fellow of the 
American Academy of Implant Dentistry.
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Wilbur O. Ramsey, DDS ’43

Wilbur O. Ramsey, UMSOD professor emeritus and 
former assistant dean for advanced specialty education, 
passed away on Dec. 5, 2013. He was 93.

Ramsey joined the School of Dentistry as a faculty 
member in 1944 and taught prosthetics and 

prosthodontics for the next 41 years. He conducted research in many areas 
related to dentistry, including dental prosthetics, root canal therapy, and 
nutrition. After retiring in 1985, Ramsey continued to conduct research at the 
Johns Hopkins University Swallowing Center.

Ramsey, who taught thousands of students during his tenure at UMSOD,  
was a popular professor due to his openness and collegiality. The Class of 1967 
dedicated the yearbook, The Mirror, to Ramsey. In the dedication, the students 
wrote: “We … take great pride in dedicating this yearbook to … Dr. Wilbur O. 
Ramsey, a man of untiring dedication and consummate clinical skill. We are 
the beneficiaries of his talent, his humor and his humanitarianism and we are 
privileged to call him a friend.”

Mark A. Strauch, PhD

Mark A. Strauch, associate professor in the Department 
of Microbial Pathogenesis, passed away on Oct. 15, 2013. 
He was 58. 

Strauch joined UMSOD in 1998 as an associate professor 
in the Department of Biomedical Sciences. He joined the 

Department of Microbial Pathogenesis when it was formed in 2008. A dedicated 
professor, Strauch taught microbiology to first-year dental students. He was a 
prolific researcher who authored more than 50 publications. His research into  
gene expression during bacterial adaptation led to new discoveries about the deadly 
bacteria in anthrax.

In his spare time, Strauch was an avid student of Civil War battlefields and 
served as a licensed battlefield guide at Gettysburg national Park. He was also  
a loyal sports fan of his alma mater, Purdue University.

ALUMNI NEWS

We are saddened by the loss of the following alumni and friends:

John G. Barry, DDS ’52

Joseph L. Cannizzaro, DDS ’53

James E. Childress, DDS ’53

Harry A. Curland, DDS ’69

Joseph F. Eckman, DDS ’68

James S. Foulke, DDS ’62

Larry J. Frick, DDS ’59

M. Carter Greear Jr., DDS ’64 

James R. Hoover, DDS ’68

Leonard B. Isbister, DDS ’53

Stephen M. Kobernick, DDS ’88

John J. Lee, DDS ’48

Harold M. Mackler, DDS ’46

Irving L. Maislen, DDS ’39

William B. O'Connor, DDS ’59

Wilbur O. Ramsey, DDS ’43

A. R. Sayers, DDS ’57

Russell P. Smith Jr.,  DDS ’43

Franklin E. Stevens, DDS ’54

Mark A. Strauch, PhD

norman M. trabulsy, DDS ’63

Joseph J. Velky, DDS ’54

Frederick B. Williams, DDS ’57

if you would like to make 
a memorial gift, please  
use the enclosed envelope  
or call 410-706-4289.

in mEmoriAm
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photos by Jessica schmidt-Bonifant

2014 Alumni Receptions

NATION’S CAPITAl DeNTAl meeTINg 
MarCH 14, 2014, waSHinGTOn, d.C.

▲ 

Dean	Mark	reynolds,	DDS	’86,	PhD,		
MA,	(center)	with	fellow	alumni

▲ 

richard	Wong,	DDS	’93,	Hyacinth	brown,	
DDS	’79,	ronald	Grossman,	DDS	’79,		
and	Leonard	bers,	DDS	’76

Hamilton		
Sporborg,		
DDS	’82,		
and	barbara		
Steinberg,		
DDS	’74

Margaret	
McCleary,		
rDH	’82,	and	
Eunice	Smith,		
bS	’75,	MS

Andrew	Stanek,	
DDS	’81,	’95,	
brian	Hall,	DDS	
’97,	’99,	and	
John	Dermody,	
DDS	’95

Kenneth	Way,		
DMD	’93,	Ashraf	
Fouad,	bDS,	DDS,	
MS,	chair	of	the	
Department	of	
Endodontics,	
Prosthodontics	
and	Operative	
Dentistry,	and	
Chin-Lo	Hahn,	
DDS,	PhD	’00

YANkee DeNTAl CONgreSS
Jan. 31, 2014, BOSTOn

AmerICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
eNDODONTISTS ANNuAl SeSSION

april 30, 2014, naTiOnal HarBOr, Md.
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Anthony Dominick hadn’t been to 
the dentist for about 18 years. But in 
recent months, he’s gone four times. 
His chipped teeth are now repaired, 
allowing him to bite into foods he once 
had to avoid. Basic oral care has left 
his mouth feeling much cleaner. For 
this, he has the Advanced Education 
in General Dentistry (AEGD) clinic at 
the University of Maryland School of 
Dentistry to thank. 

“My mouth feels a lot better,” 
Dominick says.  

Dominick, a military veteran who 
served during the 1980s, failed for 
years to receive oral care. He didn’t 
have dental insurance, and paying 
out of pocket was too costly. Then 
he learned about one of two special 
programs for low-income patients 
that are available through the  
School of Dentistry’s AEGD clinic. 

Partnering with organizations, including 
the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA), the AEGD clinic offers 
free oral care to patients who meet 
specific requirements. Faculty members 
oversee the programs; faculty 
members, residents, and students 
treat patients. In Fiscal year 2013, 

the program for veterans, which has 
been around for nearly eight years, 
treated, free of charge, 406 veterans; 
the second program — the Maryland 
Family Investment Program — 
treated 104 adults.

The benefits to patients are obvious. 
For students and residents who work 
in the AEGD clinic, the payoff may 
be more subtle, but also significant. 
Consider resident Ashley Francois, 
DDS ’13. As part of her training, she 
is working full-time in the clinic for 
a year to hone skills on a range of 
dental treatments. This population is 
teaching her how to take innovative 
treatment approaches.  

“Developing effective treatment plans 
that maximize the potential of our 
grant funds has been a good learning 
experience,” Francois says. “And the 
patients are very appreciative.”

That’s precisely the idea. “Students, 
postgraduate students, and faculty 
gain an appreciation for serving the 
community, one of the many goals of 
our program,” says Douglas Barnes, 
DDS ’83, MS, chair of the school’s 
Department of General Dentistry  
and director of the AEGD program.

The Maryland Family Investment 
Program has been a part of the 
School of Dentistry for as long as 
any employee can remember. When 
AEGD Office Manager Sharon 
Chenowith was first employed at 
the school 25 years ago, the grant 
facilitating the program existed. An 
original client, Healthcare for the 
Homeless, went on to open its own 
dental clinic, reducing its need for  
the school’s services. But other 
agencies soon filled the gap. 

“In the beginning, we worked hard 
to get the word out to agencies about 
our services,” Barnes says. “now we 
have a waiting list.” 

The AEGD clinic continues to foster 
relationships with these agencies, 
knowing how important community 
service is to the school. Patients who 
do not qualify for special programs 
are also seen in the clinics for fees 
that may be lower than those charged 
by private dental practices. More than 
30,000 patients are treated in School 
of Dentistry clinics each year. –EH

By  

ElizaBETH  

HEUBECk
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First-year resident  
ashley Francois treats  
a clinic patient. 
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temporomandibular disorders 
(tMD) present a real puzzle for 
practitioners. Clinicians are able to 
identify the cause of the orofacial 
pain, such as a torn disk in the jaw, 
and effectively treat it in only a small 
number of cases. For most of the  
15 million to 50 million Americans 
who suffer from tMD, the cause of 
their chronic pain remains elusive. 
Researchers at the University of 
Maryland School of Dentistry 
(UMSOD), along with collaborators 
at four other institutions, are working 
tirelessly to solve this mystery. 

nine years ago, UMSOD joined 
forces with the University of 
north Carolina, Chapel Hill, the 
University of Florida, the University 
of Buffalo, and Battelle, Inc., to 
launch an unprecedented study. The 
study, Orofacial Pain: Prospective 
Evaluation and Risk Assessment 
(OPPERA), seeks to determine  
the causes and predictors of tMD.  
It has been funded by a five-year, 
$20.7 million grant from the 
national Institutes of Health and 
the national Institute of Dental 
and Craniofacial Research. The 

most recent findings, published in 
a special issue of the Journal of Pain 
in December, highlight the many 
challenges of diagnosing tMD, as 
well as potential opportunities to  
effectively treat chronic jaw pain.

Groundbreaking results

Among the findings, the researchers 
identify physiological, psychological, 
and health factors that predict a 
patient’s likelihood to develop tMD, 
explains Professor Joel Greenspan, 
PhD, chair of UMSOD’s Department 
of neural and Pain Sciences and a lead 
researcher for the OPPERA study. 
Greenspan is working with UMSOD 
colleagues Ronald Dubner, DDS, 
PhD, Vanessa Benavent, DDS ’09, and 
Jane Phillips, RDH ’83, MS ’12. Of 
the more than 3,200 healthy people 
whom the researchers followed for up 
to five years, 260 developed tMD. By 
sending these patients questionnaires 
every three months and conducting 
follow-up testing, the scientists were 
able to identify several factors that are 
predictive of tMD development. 

The most significant tMD predictor 
is the presence of another chronic 
pain condition. For example, patients 
who report lower back pain are 
twice as likely to develop tMD as 
pain-free patients. Those who suffer 
from irritable bowel syndrome are 
nearly three times more likely to 
develop tMD. “The co-occurrence 
of tMD and another pain problem 
occurs much more frequently than 
one would estimate statistically,” 
Greenspan says.

Psychological factors such as 
stress, anxiety, negative mood, and 
obsessive-compulsive tendencies 
were found to predispose one to 
tMD development. The researchers 
also discovered that once a patient 
develops chronic tMD, he or she 
becomes more pain sensitive in body 
areas both within and outside of the 
craniofacial region. “These results are 
important because they point out the 
many different factors that go along 
with tMD. We need to pay attention 
to other things, rather than just focus 
on the jaw where the predominant 
pain is,” remarks Greenspan.

Story & Photo By A da m Zewe

Understanding
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The researchers also are studying 
tMD patients to determine if 
there are variations in how the 
condition affects people. If they can 
identify specific, unique subgroups 
of tMD patients, it could lead to 
the development of more effective, 
individualized treatments.

Future studies

The OPPERA project entered its third 
phase last year. In this phase, the 
researchers are studying people with 
early symptoms of tMD in order to 
understand why some recover while 
others develop chronic pain. They 
hope to learn what treatments are 
effective. They also will expand their 
study of co-morbid pain conditions to 
see how more specific conditions — 
such as lower back pain, fibromyalgia, 
tension headaches, and migraine 
headaches — impact the progression 
of tMD. 

“This is the largest study of its kind. 
All of the researchers involved in 
OPPERA recognize that there is 
something historic about this work,” 
Greenspan states. “What will come 
out of this collaboration will be much 
greater than what any one of us could 
have accomplished on our own.” 

The researchers continue to study 
the influence of genetics on chronic 
tMD development. Previously, 
OPPERA results showed that three 
or four individual genetic variations 
are significantly related to a higher 

prevalence of chronic tMD. In the 
next phase of the study, the scientists 
will attempt to determine genetic 
markers that influence specific 
features or symptoms of tMD.

As the OPPERA study enters its 10th 
year, the research team will apply the 
latest discoveries in the field of pain 
genetics. The team hopes to reveal 
the complex constellation of factors 
responsible for tMD and related pain 
conditions, and, ultimately, discover 
more effective treatments. –AZ

▲   Joel Greenspan, chair of the  
Department of Neural and Pain  
Sciences, is one of the lead researchers  
in the multi-center OPPERA study.

▲ 

The	most	significant	
TMD	predictor	is	the	
presence	of	another	

chronic	pain	condition.
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A growing cancer threat is being 
thwarted by University of Maryland 
School of Dentistry (UMSOD) 
maxillofacial surgeons who are leading 
the fight against a deadly malignancy.

Robert Ord, DDS, MD, chair 
of the Department of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery, reports,  
“There is undisputed evidence that 
some cases of oropharyngeal cancer, 
specifically cancers of the tonsil and 
base of tongue, are sexually transmitted 
and are related to the human 
papillomavirus 16 [HPV], the same 
virus that causes cervical cancer.” 

Historically, such cancers are found 
in older men who are smokers and 
drinkers. More recently, epidemiologists 
have begun seeing an increase among 
non-smoking, non-drinking young 
men and women. Incidents of base of 
tongue and tonsil cancer nearly doubled 
in men ages 20 to 44 between 1970 
and 2005. This caused understandable 
concern among researchers who 
discovered the link to HPV. 

“These cancers show all the signs of 
a sexually transmitted disease, such 
as frequency, number of partners, 
and oral sexual activity,” Ord says. 
“Initially, the rising incidence was 
seen among young males. We were 
seeing a much different demographic 
than the elderly smoker/drinker.”

While evidence between oropharyngeal 
cancers and HPV is significant, proof 
has not been established for oral cancer 
because malignancy in the presence 
of HPV has not been confirmed in 
a sufficient number of cases. As Ord 
points out, more than 85 percent of 
women test positively for the virus, 
and most do not get cervical cancer, so 
testing for HPV in a patient would not 
necessarily lead to proof. At present, 
the definition used by researchers and 
clinicians is an “association” between 
the two. One positive conclusion about 
HPV is that those patients with the 
virus have better response to surgery,  

chemotherapy, and radiation, plus 
better survival rates than non-HPV 
patients. While proof remains 
uncertain, maxillofacial surgeons 
at UMSOD are using the newest 
techniques in treating patients with 
these malignancies. 

Donita Dyalram, DDS, MD, 
associate residency program director 
of the department, says that first 
evidence of oral cancer may appear 
as a lump or pain on the tongue or 
in the neck, though it is not always 
associated with pain. “If a lesion 
exists longer than two or three weeks, 

By r ita rooney

Leading the Fight  
Against Oral Cancer

PHOTO	PrOvIDED	bY		
MAX	EMMErLING,	DDS	’15

Students, residents, and faculty were on 
hand to provide oral cancer screenings  
at the 2014 Maryland Day in College Park.
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we biopsy,” Dyalram says. “Once a 
diagnosis is confirmed, treatment may 
consist of resection in any part of the 
tongue, floor of the mouth, or jaw.” 

She adds that, depending on the 
extent of the resection, reconstruction 
is generally performed during the 
same surgical procedure. Dyalram or 
Joshua Lubek, DDS, MD, perform 
this phase in which the reconstruction 
surgeon uses tissue from another part 
of the body, such as the thigh, fibula, 
forearm, hip, or scapula to rebuild 
facial components. The success of these 
complex procedures is underlined by 
the team relationship that exists among 
Ord, Dyalram, and Lubek, who often 
work together during one procedure.

Lubek, director of the department’s 
fellowship program in oral head 
and neck surgery and microvascular 
surgery, says the frequent necessity 
for extensive tumor removal demands 
major reconstruction to restore both 
form and function.

“We are naturally concerned about 
aesthetics involved,” he says. “But  

our primary concern is to restore  
the patient’s ability for speech  
and swallowing that can be  
impaired by surgical resection  
and radiation therapy.”

Ord adds that surgery is the preferred 
treatment for mouth cancer if the 
patient is a good candidate for the 
procedure. The oropharynx and tonsil 
cancers may require chemotherapy, 
with surgery as a secondary procedure 
because these tumors are highly 
sensitive to chemotherapy and 
radiation. The degree of surgery 
depends on the size, location, and 
depth of the tumor.

“Sometimes, it is necessary to surgically 
treat the lymph nodes as well,” Ord 
reports. “Surgeries may last from one  
to 14 hours, often depending on the 
need for bone in the reconstruction.”

Lubek sometimes performs robotic 
surgeries on patients with difficult-
to-reach tumors and in instances 
when robotics can avoid extensive and 
potentially disfiguring reconstruction  
or radiotherapy.

Research continues in efforts to clarify 
many unresolved questions in the 
relationship between HPV and oral 
cancer. The Department of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery is conducting 
a data study of its patients, and while 
it’s too early to draw conclusions, 
Ord says that, so far, data support the 
suppositions found in the literature 
regarding the role of HPV in cancers  
of the tongue and mouth among 
young non-drinking, non-smoking 
men and women. Lubek is researching 
areas of peri-neural invasion of 
tumors, management of elderly head 
and neck cancer patients, as well as 
reconstruction techniques involving 
computer simulation to assist in 
reconstruction. 

On another front, the maxillofacial 
team actively pursues outreach efforts to 
alert both dental professionals and the 
community about the recent incidence 
of oral cancer in young men and 
women, and its relationship to HPV.

Dyalram reports that the department 
participates in the Oral Cancer 
Foundation Walk/Run for Awareness 
in the spring, during which patients 
recruit sponsors to walk on their 
behalf. The department also 
participates in Maryland Day at the 
University of Maryland, College Park 
by performing oral cancer screenings 
for the community.

“Perhaps most important, we are 
teaching our dental students about the 
importance of doing head and neck 
exams for their patients,” Dyalram says. 
“The urgency of this relatively new risk 
to young men and women needs to be 
understood by both dentists and the 
community.” –rr

FACULTY FOCUS

HPV a nd Or al Ca ncer

The sexually spread HPV is being blamed for most  
cancers of the pharynx, or upper throat. 

ESTIMATED	NEW	OrAL	CANCEr	CASES	IN	2014,	IN	THOUSANDS:

SOURCE: American Cancer Society

PHARYNX
14.4

TONGUE
13.6

OTHER
2.5

MOUTH
11.9
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Leslie Costello, PhD, professor in the 
University of Maryland School of 
Dentistry (UMSOD) Department of 
Oncology and Diagnostic Sciences, 
has achieved a research milestone 
shared by only a handful of other 
investigators. Costello has been 
awarded consistent research funding 
for more than 50 consecutive years, 
including 30 grants as a principal 
investigator. The body of work 
represents a total of 120 years of 
budgeted grant funding, worth 
approximately $30 million in today’s 
dollars. Also, Costello has been a co-
investigator on many grants awarded 
to Professor Renty Franklin, PhD, his 
colleague for more than 30 years. 

Costello’s research career started at the University of 
Maryland School of Pharmacy, where he received his first 
national Institutes of Health grant in 1962. A meticulous 
researcher, Costello’s innovative work was soon recognized 
by nASA, which awarded him one of his most memorable 
grants in 1963. The grant, which Costello received at the 
height of the space race between the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union, funded a research project examining the life cycle 
of parasites that live in the intestine, an environment with 
very little oxygen. Costello also studied the eggs of these 
parasites, which do not develop until they are exposed to 
the higher oxygen content in air. nASA took an interest 
in the project because Costello’s work showed how cells 
are affected by a change from a low-oxygen to a normal-
oxygen environment, which are similar to the conditions 
that astronauts would encounter in space.   

Following a decade of research into citrate metabolism 
in the human body, Costello laid the foundation for his 
pioneering work in the field of prostate cancer research.  

He was the first to discover the metabolic pathway that 
normal prostate cells follow when they transform into 
malignant cells. This discovery led to the development  
of an imaging procedure that can identify malignant cells 
in the prostate gland with impressive accuracy. 

Costello also used this work as a basis for his studies of 
zinc as a potential prostate cancer treatment (zinc has been 
shown to suppress tumor growth). Costello is currently 
researching ways to use different forms of zinc to penetrate 
cancerous cells and reduce tumor growth. 

Fifty years later, he still gets excited about what his research 
may yield, but Costello understands that it could take years 
before this work has an impact on patient care. He credits 
his patience and tenacity with helping him achieve so many 
milestones. “to me, there is something very fascinating 
about having a unique idea and trying to prove whether 
it is a right idea,” Costello states. “That process leads to 
discovery and advancements in medicine and health, and 
that is what keeps me going.” –AZ
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Costello Achieves Half-Century  
of Continuous Research Funding

Leslie Costello has 
been the principal 
investigator on  
more than 30 grants.
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university system of Maryland  
Board of regents 2013-2014
James L. Shea, Chair 
Barry P. Gossett, Vice Chair 
Gary L. Attman, Treasurer 
Linda R. Gooden, Assistant Treasurer 
The Hon. C. Thomas McMillen, Secretary 
Thomas G. Slater, Assistant Secretary 
norman R. Augustine 
Dr. Patricia S. Florestano 
Louise Michaux Gonzales 
Earl F. Hance, ex-officio 
The Hon. Francis X. Kelly Jr.
David Kinkopf 
Robert D. Rauch 
Dr. Frank M. Reid III 
tracye C. turner 
Paul L. Vance 
Samim Manizade, Student Regent* 
*Term expires 6/30/2014

uMB Foundation, inc.  
Board of trustees 2014 
Janet S. Owens, Chair
Edward J. Brody, Vice Chair
James A. Earl, PhD, Secretary
Harold E. Chappelear
Charles W. Cole Jr.
Morton P. Fisher Jr.
Brian J. Gibbons
Joseph R. Hardiman
David H. Hillman
Sandra S. Hillman
Richard J. Himelfarb
Wallace J. Hoff
Kempton M. Ingersol 
Donald M. Kirson
Harry C. Knipp, MD
Kyle P. Legg
Thomas P. O’neill
Theo C. Rodgers
Donald E. Roland
Devy Patterson Russell
Alan J. Silverstone
Frederick G. Smith, DDS ’78
C. William Struever
Richard L. taylor, MD
John C. Weiss III  
Garland O. Williamson
William t. Wood, Esq.

Ex-Officio Members 
Jay A. Perman, MD
Michael B. Dowdy, MBA  
    President/CEO

university of Maryland  
school of Dentistry  
Board of Visitors
John F. Patterson, DDS ’64, ’74, Chair
Guy D. Alexander, DDS ’82
Stanley E. Block, DDS ’58
Barry L. Cohan, DDS ’74
Allan M. Dworkin, DDS ’66
Roy L. Eskow, DDS ’74
Edward K. Gerner Jr., JD
Melvin F. Kushner, DDS ’66
Charles P. Moore
Maryland Delegate Shane Robinson
William H. Schneider, DDS
Barbara J. Steinberg, DDS ’74
Ronald B. Weitzman
Gregory Wims

university of Maryland  
school of Dentistry Alumni 
Association Board 2014-2015
Barry L. Cohan, DDS ’74, President
Bradley A. trattner, DDS ’88     
    President-Elect
Guy D. Alexander, DDS ’82 
    Immediate Past President
Ronald t. Carter, DDS ’75
   Parliamentarian
Ali Behnia, DDS ’98
Ann E. Christopher, DDS ’87
Adam Eisner, DDS ’89
Julius Hyatt, DDS ’81
Jerry A. Kilian, DDS ’81
Eric S. Kneussl, DDS ’82
Chris G. Liang, DDS ’98
Barry D. Lyon, DDS ’76
Barbara L. Merritt, RDH ’81
Leonard Spector, DDS ’81
Kimberly A. Snyder, RDH ’04  
John K. taylor III, DDS ’77
Mary M. Ziomek, DDS ’85
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Dean
Mark A. Reynolds, DDS ’86, PhD, MA

Associate Deans
David L. George, DDS, MBA
   Finance, Clinical Operations,   
   and Institutional Planning
Li Mao, PhD
   Research
Patricia E. Meehan, DDS ’93
   Academic Affairs

Assistant Deans
Louis G. DePaola, DDS ’75
   Clinical Affairs
Karen L. Faraone, DDS ’78, MA
   Student Affairs
Judith A. Porter, DDS, EdD
   Admissions and Recruitment (acting)

Department Chairs
Douglas M. Barnes, DDS ’83, MS
   General Dentistry
Ashraf F. Fouad, BDS, DDS, MS
    Endodontics, Prosthodontics  

and Operative Dentistry
Patrik M. Bavoil, PhD
   Microbial Pathogenesis
Joel D. Greenspan, PhD
   Neural and Pain Sciences
Li Mao, MD
    Oncology and Diagnostic Sciences
Robert A. Ord, DDS, MD
   Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery
Eung-Kwon Pae, DDS, MSc, PhD
    Orthodontics and Pediatric Dentistry
Mark A. Reynolds, DDS ’86, PhD, MA
   Periodontics

Division Chiefs
Richard J. Manski, DDS, MBA, PhD
   Dental Public Health 
Huakun Xu, PhD, MS
   Biomaterials and Tissue Engineering

Executive Director
Kent Buckingham, MS
   IT and Facilities Management

Directors
Pei Feng, MD, PhD
   Research
Jacqueline L. Fried, RDH, MS
   Interprofessional Activities
Keith W. Groves, DMin, MPC
   Continuing Education
   Institutional Advancement (interim)
Gary D. Hack, DDS ’79
   Simulation Research
Ryan Holtz
   Academic Affairs
Bernard A. Levy, DDS, MSD
   International Operations
Mark D. Macek, DDS, DrPH
   Instructional Evaluation
Marion C. Manski, RDH, MS
   Dental Hygiene

the University of Maryland, Baltimore is the founding campus of the University system of Maryland 
and home to schools of dentistry, law, medicine, nursing, pharmacy, social work, and a graduate 
school. Under the leadership of president Jay a. perman, Md, the University educates more than 
6,000 students and conducts nearly $500 million in sponsored research annually.

university of Maryland school  
of Dentistry Core Values
Accountability 
Civility 
Collaboration 
Diversity 

Excellence 
Knowledge 
Leadership

Mission & Vision
www.dental.umaryland.edu/ 
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FrIDAY,	SEPT.	19,	2014	
roland E. Powell Convention Center  
4001 Coastal Hwy, ocean City, MD 21842

Office of Institutional Advancement
650 West Baltimore Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201

www.dental.umaryland.edu

Friday,	Oct.	24,	through		
Saturday,	Oct.	25,	2014

FEaTUrinG:

➤  Continuing Education Courses  
at the School of Dentistry 

➤  Speakers include AEGD faculty  
and/or program graduates: 

 Douglas	barnes,	DDS	’83,	MS		
ESTHETIC DENTISTRY 

bryan	Fitzgerald,	DDS	’90		
&	Kyong	Choe,	DDS	’02	
ESTHETIC PERIODONTICS  
AND IMPLANT DENTISTRY 

Ira	bloom,	DDS	’72	
CEREC DENTISTRY

➤  AEGD Reunion Dinner at the Baltimore 
Marriott Inner Harbor at Camden Yards

chEsApEAKE
 DeNTAl CONFereNCe

Register now

CE Course 
Esthetic Dentistry: An Update on  
All-Ceramic Restorations 
Douglas Barnes, DDS ’83, MS 
2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Attendees must register online at www.msda.com 

uMsoD Alumni reception 
5:15 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

RSVP to 410-706-7146 or dentaladvancement@umaryland.edu

SAvE	THE	DATE:	

Advanced Education 
in General Dentistry 
Program Reunion

FOLLOW	US

FrEE TO UMSOd alUMni


