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Changing the Conference Game for Students:
Developing the MAC Student Vision Program

The Membership and Recruitment Committee of the Mid-Atlantic Chapter (MAC) of the Medical Library Association wanted to improve MLS student 
participation at the chapter’s annual meeting. The committee also wanted to meet one of its objectives to help increase awareness of medical librarianship.

The Student Vision Scholarship and Program was established by the MAC Membership and Recruitment Committee for the 2010 MAC meeting in Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina. The scholarship included complimentary registration for the meeting. Programming included matching students with an experienced 
mentor and a speed resume clinic/mentoring session with nine library directors. Students were also encouraged to submit poster or paper abstracts to 
be  presented at the meeting. The program was advertised to local library school students in North Carolina, as well as throughout the MAC region.  
A sub-committee comprised of Membership and Recruitment committee members was formed to evaluate student applications for the scholarship.

Eight students participated in the Student Vision Program in Chapel Hill. Response was positive from the students and both those who served as their mentors 
and the directors who participated in the resume clinic. Due to the program’s success, the Student Vision Program was also offered for the 2011 MAC meeting 
in Richmond. Recruitment was more difficult due to a lack of MLS students in the area, but five students participated in the program.  Programming in 
Richmond included a workshop geared specifically to the students with the meeting’s keynote speaker in addition to free registration and the resume clinic.

The Membership and Recruitment Committee plans to continue the MAC Student Vision Scholarship and Program and to include it as an ongoing program 
at chapter meetings.
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} The program in action

“In particular, I was grateful for the opportunity to present  

and share the research that I worked on this summer 

at the Health Sciences Library at UNC-Chapel Hill.”

“My favorite part of the Student Program was 

undoubtedly the Resume Clinic/Speed Mentoring 

session. Eight library directors kindly volunteered 

their time to critique our resumes, give u
s career 

advice, and answer any lingering questions 

we had about the profession.   

I have been lucky to have many local mentors in my time as 

a library paraprofessiona
l, but to be able to get honest 

advice from influential library directors across the 

Mid-Atlantic region was an amazing opportunity.”

“ Thank you for motivating, encouraging and offe
ring me 

good professional advice a
nd options.  I look forward to 

joining the health science librarian field
, the best kind.”


