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D e a n ’ s  M e s s a g e :  What’s On My Mind

O c t o b e r  2 0 1 4  V o l . 1 6  N o . 2

Johnson, DSc, MD, MB, ChB, MPhil, FRCPsych, 
DFAPA, FACFEI, the Dr. Irving J. Taylor Professor 
and Chair in the Department of Psychiatry, has made 
much progress and held its first research retreat this 
month. Based on the success of this group, I plan to 
launch other RCUs in the coming year. 

The school of Medicine remains deeply commit-
ted to our key mission to educate a diverse population 
of tomorrow’s physicians and scientists, as well as to 
provide guidance and support for promising junior 
faculty. The “Foundations of Research and Critical 
Thinking Course” has welcomed its second class of 
students, and later this year we will introduce a program 
called “Research Continuum,” where medical students, 
graduate students, postdoctoral fellows, and junior and 
established faculty are engaged in research teams. 

as we consider our ultimate goal of becoming a lead-
er in “Big science” research, using a cross-cutting, in-
terdisciplinary approach, the 2014 Festival of Science, 

will take a thematic approach and focus on the theme 
of “Infections, Inflammation and Vaccines.” although 
we will feature unique work from various academic 
units within the school of Medicine, all of the presen-
tations will highlight how these diverse areas—from 
basic science to pre-clinical and clinical research—work 
together to advance understanding of human health and 
well-being. The Festival will highlight the work of the 
virus hunters, vaccinologists, oncologists, immunolo-
gists and inflammation specialists who tackle tough 
medical and public health issues that research must 
address at the local, national and international level if 
we are to truly transform human health. 

Fittingly, Anthony Fauci, MD, Director of the 
national Institute of allergy and Infectious Diseases at 
the nIH, will give the keynote address.

I strongly encourage you to attend the 2014 Festival 
of science on December 12, 2014 and to engage in 
the many components of the aCCeL-Med Initiative, 
because we can only be successful if everyone in the 
school of Medicine actively participates. I want to 
reiterate, reinforce, and reissue these aCCeL-Med 
challenges to you:
•	 Think	collaboratively across disciplines and focus on 

“Big Science.”
•	 Approach	challenges	in	the	laboratory	in	new and 

creative ways.
•	 Utilize shared resources such as CIBR.
•	 Pursue	internal	and	external	seed grants aggressively.
•	 Share your successes and accomplishments with 

the school of Medicine Office of Public affairs and 
Communications.
In	the	relentless	pursuit	of	excellence,	I	am

sincerely yours,

 
e. albert Reece, MD, PhD, MBa
Vice President for Medical Affairs, University of Maryland
John Z. and Akiko K. Bowers Distinguished Professor and
Dean, University of Maryland School of Medicine 

hat’s on my mind this month is the 
upcoming “2014 Festival of Science: 

Infections, Inflammation and Vaccines,” 
which will showcase our incredible work in 

these three key areas of biomedical research.  
Last year’s inaugural “Festival of science” was 

an intellectually stimulating day of discourse on the 
school of Medicine’s research portfolio. We were 
delighted that Francis Collins, MD, PhD, Director 
of the national Institutes of Health (nIH), kicked off 
the event with a rousing presentation about the vital 
nature of research at every stage of discovery—from 
basic science through clinical trials—and the benefits 
(and costs) of investing (or not investing) in the U.s. 
biomedical research enterprise. 

We are fortunate to have a distinguished Scientific 
Advisory Council (SAC), composed of pre-eminent 
scientists and physician-scientists Rita Colwell, PhD; 
Carol Greider, PhD; Philip Needleman, PhD; Ralph 
Snyderman, MD (saC 
Chair); and Elias Zerhouni, 
MD. The saC was deeply 
engaged in the discussions 
throughout the day, com-
menting to me on how 
impressed they were by the 
school of Medicine’s progress 
and growth in biomedical 
research, and in our under-
standing of the importance 
of interdisciplinary research. 
after their visit to the school 
of Medicine, the Council 
Chair, Dr. snyderman, sent 
us the saC’s invaluable feedback from the Festival.

In their follow-up report, members of the saC iden-
tified the following key areas of strength for the school 
of	Medicine’s	existing	research	programs:
•	 The	focus	on	biomedical	research	within	the	institu-

tion has grown substantially over the past eight 
years, and, despite significant cuts to research fund-
ing nationally, funds for school of Medicine research 
continue to grow.

•	 The	School	of	Medicine	has	identified a goal of 
interdisciplinary research as part of its future.

•	 The	School	of	Medicine	has	bolstered its strength 
in providing resources for core technologies, dem-
onstrated by the Center for Innovative Biomedical 
Resources (CIBR).

•	 The	School	of	Medicine	has	created	more	than	20	
interdisciplinary programs, the largest being the 
Institute for genome sciences. 

•	 The	School	of	Medicine	values the importance of 
research within the Basic Science and Clinical 
Departments, articulated in the “Vision 2020 for 
Research.”

Council members also identified the following areas for 
opportunity and growth for the school of Medicine:

•	 Improve alignment of research in the Basic science 
and Clinical Departments.

•	 Create	a	culture	and	mechanisms	that	foster	inter-
disciplinary research.

•	 Enhance the training of physicians, post-doctoral 
candidates, fellows, and junior faculty.
In response to the Council’s observations and recom-

mendations, we have taken steps to address those areas 
where	we	were	not	maximizing	our	opportunities.	For	
example,	to	improve	alignment	of	ongoing	research	
in the basic and clinical departments, we have estab-
lished the Brain Science Research Consortium Unit 
(BSRCU), the first of many such Consortia, that will 
bring together senior basic and clinical faculty with a 
common goal to answer “Big science” research ques-
tions in key disease areas. The BsRCU, led by Bankole 

The School of Medicine 
values the importance 
of research within 
the Basic Science and 
Clinical Departments, 
articulated in the 
“Vision 2020 for 
Research.”

Dean Reece with Drs. Needleman, Colwell, Greider, Snyderman and Zerhouni 



Myron M. Levine, MD, DTPH
Simon and Bessie Grollman 

Distinguished Professor, 
Department of Medicine

Director, Center for Vaccine 
Development (CVD)

Recently CVD-Mali, a sister 
institution to the school 
of Medicine’s Center for 
Vaccine Development, 
which is overseen by Dr. 
Levine, completed a large-
scale,	randomized	controlled	
trial	immunizing	4,192	third-
trimester pregnant women 
against	influenza.	Preliminary	
results revealed that mater-
nal	immunization	prevents	
confirmed	influenza	in	young	
infants.

his year we have decided to feature 
a specific theme for the 2014 Festival 

of Science, to foster and highlight the 
interdisciplinary work being done throughout 
the University of Maryland School of Medicine. 

The 2014 Festival of Science: Infections, 
Inflammation and Vaccines will showcase the 

incredible research and clinical work that will directly 
lead to new treatments, therapeutics or approaches 
for fighting infectious diseases and chronic conditions. 

We have chosen biomedical research topics that 
cross many scientific fields to provide our faculty 
scientists and physician-scientists with yet another 
venue in which they can further collaborate to 
advance discovery-based medicine.

We are delighted that Anthony S. Fauci, MD, Director of the 
national Institute of allergy and Infectious Diseases at the 
national Institute of Health, has agreed to give this year’s keynote 
address. It should be a wonderful day of science and discovery for all 
involved. The subsequent program will include presentations from 
the following faculty.

somnews

Recipients of Inaugural 
Dean’s Challenge  
Award Selected
at the inaugural “Festival of science” last november, 
Dean	Reece	announced	an	exciting	internal	funding	
program, the “Dean’s Challenge award,” a key component 
of the aCCeL-Med (accelerating Innovation and Discovery in 
Medicine) Initiative, which would provide the support needed to 
generate pilot data for new and ambitious research projects. The 
purpose of the program is to accelerate the sOM leadership in the 
research enterprise and to answer important questions underlying 
human health and disease. 

Because sequestration and federal funding cutbacks in fiscal 
year 2013 had such serious repercussions for the national research 
community, Dean Reece wanted to support a Dean’s Challenge 
award as part of aCCeL-Med, to help bolster research at the 
school of Medicine. Preliminary data obtained during the funding 

2014 Festival of Science: Infections,  Inflammation and Vaccines

Aaron P. Rapoport, MD 
Gary Jobson Professor in Medical 

Oncology, Department of Medicine
Director of Lymphoma Gene 

Medicine, Marlene and Stewart 
Greenebaum Cancer Center

Using an approach pio-
neered by Dr. Carl June 
at the Perelman school of 
Medicine at the University of 
Pennsylvania, Dr. Rapoport 
takes patients’ own immune 
cells,	activates	and	expands	
the cells in the labora-
tory, and then gives the cells 
back to the patients to 
restore immune function. 
Dr. Rapoport’s team used 
this technique to treat four 
patients with chronic myelog-
enous leukemia (CML), 
one of whom is in remission 
more than 15 years after the 
initial procedure. They also 
have tested this procedure in 
approximately	150	patients	
with myeloma.

T h E  2 0 1 4  l I N E - U P : Christopher Plowe, MD, MPH
Professor, Department of Medicine
Leader, Malaria Group 
Associate Director for Research 

Training, Center for Vaccine 
Development

Investigator, Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute

Dr. Plowe, leader of the 
Malaria group in the school 
of Medicine’s Center for 
Vaccine Development, and 
his research team are work-
ing to reduce the health 
burden malaria presents for 
people in some of the poorest 
countries. His group studies 
drug-resistant malaria and 
hopes to develop an effective  
vaccine against the disease.

period could then be used as part of an application for subsequent, substantial federal 
funding, such as program project grants or center grants, cooperative agreements, or 
equivalent large awards.

“Through this funding program, I wanted to encourage our senior faculty scientists 
and	physician-scientists	to	catalyze	the	launch	of	major	‘Big	Science’	research	pro-
grams	that	could	tackle	the	most	complex	and	confounding	medical	problems	today,”	
said Dean Reece. “This award would leverage the incredible talent of our investiga-
tors, by bringing together the top people within the school and across departments, 
centers, institutes and programs, positioning them for future funding success.”

nineteen proposals were submitted in response to the Dean’s Challenge award/aCCeL-Med re-
quest for proposals. each proposal was reviewed by a subcommittee of the Research affairs adviso-
ry	Committee	(RAAC).	Two	reviewers,	one	with	expertise	in	the	specific	area	and	one	with	more	
general,	biomedical	research	expertise,	scored	the	proposals.	The	top	proposals	were	then	advanced	
for discussion at a special study section, composed of senior school of Medicine leaders, where the 
finalists were put forward for funding consideration. In the end, four proposals were selected for 
various levels of funding.

“The deliberations regarding who among the finalists to fund was quite difficult, because all of 
the top proposals showed great promise and innovation, with the potential for subsequent substan-
tial funding from the national Institutes of Health,” commented Dean Reece. “It was not an easy 
decision,	but	I	am	delighted	that	the	response	from	our	faculty	was	extraordinarily	robust—the	
quality of their work and their support of the aCCeL-Med Initiative is truly inspiring.”

SOM FESTIVAL       SCIENCE  December 12, 2014 ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★Festival Preview
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2014 Festival of Science: Infections,  Inflammation and Vaccines

Above: Closing Keynote Lecture by Elaine R. Mardis, PhD, Robert E. 
and Louise F. Dunn Distinguished Professor of Medicine, Co-Direc-
tor of the Genome Institute at Washington University, Washington 
University School of Medicine. below: Panelists from the workshop 
on ‘Writing Shared Instrumentation Grants:’ Joyce Fernandes, 
PhD, Program Officer, Biological Sciences/Division of Biological 
Infrastructure, National Science Foundation, Mark O. Lively, PhD, 
Professor Emeritus of Biochemistry, Wake Forest University School 
of Medicine, and Malgorzata Klosek, PhD, Director of the Division 
of Construction and Instruments, Office of Research Infrastructure 

Programs, Division of Program Coordina-
tion, Planning and Strategic Initiatives, 

Office of the Director, National 
Institutes of Health.

Robert C. Gallo, MD
Homer & Martha Gudelsky 

Distinguished Professor, 
Department of Medicine 

Director, Institute of Human 
Virology

Dr. gallo, who co-discovered 
HIV as the cause of aIDs 
and was a co-founder of the 
global Virus network, has 
made significant contribu-
tions to understanding all 
human retroviruses, and 
his work has dramatically 
reduced the worldwide bur-
den of HIV/aIDs. along 
with george Lewis, PhD, and 
anthony DeVico, PhD, Dr. 
gallo is currently working 
to develop an HIV vaccine 
candidate.

Stefanie N. Vogel, PhD
Professor, Department of 

Microbiology and Immunology

Dr. Vogel’s laboratory 
focuses on the earliest host-
pathogen interactions that 
occur during viral and 
bacterial infections. They 
are interested in how these 
interactions transmit cellular 
signals to macrophages, a 
type of white blood cell. The 
Vogel laboratory also works 
to identify ways to inter-
fere with the development 
of inflammatory immune 
responses that may cause 
damage to the host.

Achsah D. Keegan, PhD
Professor, Department of 

Microbiology and Immunology
Center for Vascular and 

Inflammatory Diseases

Dr. Keegan is interested in 
Type II inflammation, the 
type of immune response 
elicited by parasite infections 
or by allergens, such as pet 
dander or food, that is char-
acteristic of allergic asthma. 
Work in her laboratory 
focuses on the mechanism 
by which two cytokines that 
control allergic inflamma-
tion, interleukin (IL)-4 and 
-13, mediate their effects in 
the lung.

Stephen N. Davis, MbbS 
Theodore E. Woodward Endowed 

Chairman and Professor, 
Department of Medicine

Based on clinical studies 
of people with Type 1 and 
Type 2 diabetes, as well as 
non-diabetics, the Davis 
laboratory	hypothesizes	that	
inflammation causes adverse 
vascular biologic conditions, 
disrupts endothelial cell and 
large vessel function, and 
leads to heart attacks and 
strokes.

One of the highlights of last year’s Festival of science was the official opening of The school of Medicine’s Center for Innova-
tive	Biomedical	Resources	(CIBR).	The	Center	offers	specialized	expertise,	cutting-edge	technologies,	and	sophisticated	scien-
tific resources in support of a robust basic, clinical and translational biomedical research environment. 

Recently, CIBR hosted the 2nd annual Mid-atlantic Directors and staff of scientific Cores (MaD ssCi) meeting here on 
campus. MaD ssCi provides networking opportunities for core directors and staff to enhance their ability to provide services, 
and is the Mid-atlantic chapter of the association of Biomolecular Resource Facilities (aBRF), an international society dedi-
cated to advancing core and research biotechnology laboratories through research, communication and education.

Over 160 core facility scientists and staff attended the conference, which kicked-off with an opening reception at the 
national aquarium in Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. Following a networking social, attendees were welcomed by e. albert Reece, 
MD, PhD, MBa, Vice President for Medical affairs, University of Maryland, and the John Z. and akiko K. Bowers Dis-
tinguished Professor and Dean, University of Maryland school of Medicine. alan shuldiner, MD, the John a. Whitehurst 
Professor	of	Medicine	and	Associate	Dean	for	Personalized	Medicine,	presented	an	opening	talk	on	“Core	Integration	Enabling	
genomic Discovery and Translation to Patient Care: Vignettes from the amish Research Clinic.” 

The three-day conference included workshops detailing tips for writing nIH and nsF shared instrumentation grants and 
how to write effective sOP’s (standard operating procedures); plenary sessions that focused on the human microbiome, single 
cell technology and political advocacy; and a number of concurrent sessions to disseminate current and future states of biomedi-
cal technologies, including flow cytometry, genomics, imaging and proteomics. 

The conference culminated with a keynote seminar in Davidge Hall by elaine Mardis, PhD, the Robert e. and Louise F. 
Dunn Distinguished Professor of Medicine and Co-director of the genome Institute, Washington University school of Medicine, 
who	presented	“The	Perfect	Storm:	Next-Generation	Sequencing	and	Cancer	Genomics.”

This forum showcased recently renovated, dedicated space and efforts that the school of Medicine 
has	made	to	establish	CIBR,	emphasizing	the	critical	role	it	plays	in	catalyzing	research.	Feedback	
from attendees regarding the quality of the conference was enthusiastic, as was the reaction to 
the school of Medicine’s developing core facility & service structure.

also, CIBR leadership is always happy to provide a tour of core facilities for visiting faculty 
recruits, in addition to meeting with them to discuss their research mission and how CIBR can 
support them. To learn more about the sOM’s scientific core facilities and services, or to 
schedule a visit, please visit http://medschool.umaryland.edu/CIBR.

CIBR Hosts the 2nd Annual Mid-Atlantic 
Directors and Staff of Scientific Cores Meeting

SOM FESTIVAL       SCIENCE  December 12, 2014 of
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The Festival will 
highlight the work 
of the virus hunters, 
vaccinologists, 
oncologists, 
immunologists and 
inflammation specialists 
who tackle tough 
medical and public 
health issues…
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Green Inks

Find the University of 
Maryland School of  
Medicine on Facebook,  
http://www.facebook.com/
Maryland.Medicine 
or follow us on Twitter  
@UMmedschool.
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Congratulations to the Class 
of 2018 as you prepare to 
receive your white coats and 
officially become a part of 
the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine family! 
Medical school is a challeng-
ing four years, where you will 
explore who you are and the 
doctor you wish to become. As 
a welcome to all the new incoming medical students, members of each year’s class council 
offer the following advice about to survive and thrive during your first year.

❶  Study consistently, study repeatedly, but don’t be afraid to change your strategy. 
“It’s really easy to get bored with the routine of first year,” said second-year student 
Anthony Kronfli. “It’s important to find a way to keep yourself motivated. If you fall behind 
it’s very difficult to catch up and ultimately it can hurt you.” As each course presents new 
sets of material and new academic challenges, it’s important to not be afraid to flip your 
study routine on its head. “If you’re not getting results you like, don’t be afraid to shake 
it up or take someone else’s advice,” said Edgar Petras, president of the third year class. 
Fourth year vice-president Meaghan Moxley emphasized the need to read, study and repeat. 
“The amount of information you see can be overwhelming,” she said. “But the more you are 
able to reinforce it—once in lecture, once by yourself, once with a friend—the better you’ll 
remember it.”

❷  Keep your medical school friends and non-medical school friends close. Moxley said 
that being successful and keeping sane is best done by making friends with your new class-
mates. “Medical school is a unique exercise of increasing your knowledge base while learn-
ing to better connect with people,” she said. “Having people directly in the trenches with you 
during this journey is irreplaceable.” Petras echoed her statements and said having friends 
outside of medicine is equally important. “Have some people you can go to and be with that 
aren’t medical inclined. That is an underrated thing,” he said. “It’s nice to have a space 
where you can be yourself and not worry about being judged for studying or not studying.”

❸  It’s the night before the test—sleep. “If you panic, you’re undermining all of the 
studying you’ve done to that point,” Kronfli said. “If you’re tired, you’re not going to recall 
everything. Stop studying by 5pm the night before.”

The first year of medical school is a unique experience. Students participate in a 
demanding curriculum in which they work hard to become the best learners they can be 
while maintaining a healthy work-life balance. Talk to your classmates, find a mentor, and 
be open to new and extraordinary experiences. It’ll be over before you know it.

www.medschool.umaryland.edu 

Class of 2018 

Surviving the First Year of 
Medical School

Elizabeth l. “Betty” Tso,	Class	of	1979	retired	this	past	May.	Before	
that, she had been a dedicated and revered faculty member since 
1983,	when	she	was	one	of	three	pioneering	physicians	who	founded,	
established, and made tremendous contributions to the overall success 
of the Department of emergency Medicine. 

The department could have been very different from the one it is today. But 30 years ago, 
when emergency medicine was beginning to take form, Tso joined the small team of young, 
enthusiastic physicians at Maryland. Through her quiet confidence, commitment to patients, 
devotion to students, and compassion for the less fortunate, Dr. Tso stands as a role model for 
all who worked beside her and trained under her.

Two years ago, the department began a collective effort to fund the first endowed profes-
sorship	in	its	history	to	honor	Tso.	“Throughout	her	career,	Betty	has	championed	excellent	
care, and as a founding member of the program, she set our standards high. It is only fitting 
that	the	first	endowed	professorship	in	the	department	be	named	in	her	honor,”	explained	
Brian Browne, MD, professor and chair of the department.

In May, with a generous $1.5 million gift from Maryland emergency Medicine Research 
Foundation,	Inc.	(MEMRF),	the	endowment	was	completed,	and	The	Elizabeth	L.	Tso,	MD	
Professorship in emergency Medicine was established. David M. sheehan, a director of the 
MeMRF, shared that, “The Foundation’s generous gift was made in recognition of Dr. Tso’s 
distinguished career, during which she made many enduring contributions to one of the fore-
most departments of emergency medicine nationally.”

For the University of Maryland to continue its leadership role in academic and scientific 
circles, and to be counted among the premier 
institutions of medical education and research in 
the world, it must sustain an outstanding fac-
ulty. There is no better incentive to attract and 
retain the best scholars, researchers, and teachers 
than the endowed professorship. More than just 
conferring honor, endowed professorships serve to 
reward and preserve our outstanding faculty by providing each member with critical resources 
needed	to	sustain	and	expand	promising	research	and	launch	innovative	clinical	initiatives.	
Moreover, these talented faculty members attract and inspire the finest students, training 
them to become future physicians and medical professionals who will transcend the boundar-
ies of medicine on their own.

For more information on supporting the work of a prominent faculty member through an 
endowed professorship, or creating a named professorship in your name or in honor of anoth-
er,	please	call	Brian	DeFilippis	at	410.706.8503	or	email	bdefilippis@som.umaryland.edu.

Campaign  
        Corner

Creating a LegaCy:  
      the elizabeth L. tso, mD 
professorship in Emergency Medicine
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❶ ❷ ❸

Have some people you can go to and 
be with that aren’t medical inclined. 

That is an underrated thing.

Maryland is fortunate to have more than 
60 endowed chairs and professorships 

in various stages of completion,  
about half of which are fully funded and 

held by faculty members. 


