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D e a n ’ s  M e s s a g e :  What’s On My Mind
hat’s on my mind this month is engaging the 

communities in which we live and work. As the 
nation’s oldest public medical school, we incorporate 

into our values the importance of community outreach and 
service as a key part of our mission. Exchanges between the 

academic community and communities surrounding this medical 
school and beyond are guided by the value we place on these inter-

actions. This is what we mean by community engagement.
Community engagement is based on the recognition of community 

strengths, the importance of community leadership and the mutual benefit arising 
from partnerships between community and academia. Community outreach and 
community service are cross-cutting areas which are essential for excellence in 
our three other mission areas of education, research and clinical practice. 

School of Medicine faculty, staff and students engage in outreach daily for 
an estimated 250,000 hours of service each year. This includes everything from 
faculty providing free physicals and flu shots to the elderly, to staff collecting 
food, clothing and toiletries for the homeless, to students providing free glaucoma 
screenings to the underserved. Each of you engage our communities in many 
meaningful ways, but there has never been a mechanism by which to measure the 
full reach and depth of our efforts, past and present.  

Earlier in this mes-
sage I said that the 
University of Maryland 
School of Medicine 
provides an estimated 
250,000 hours of 

service annually. As a scientist, I am not comfortable with estimates when facts 
are available. Therefore, I want to know how many hours of service we provide to 
our communities. Thus, in an effort to learn more about the breadth and depth of 

Gregory F. Handlir, MBA, senior associate dean for 
Finance and Resource Management, has retired after 
nearly 40 years of dedicated service. Mr. Handlir earned his BS in 
economics and his MBA from Loyola College, and first joined the 
School of Medicine in 1971 as assistant staff administrator in the 
Office of Financial Affairs. In 1973, he was promoted to assistant 
dean for Fiscal Affairs, thus becoming the youngest medical school 
CFO in the nation at the age of 26. Mr. Handlir developed the 
first centralized accounting and reporting system for the medical 
school’s practice plan, and was promoted to associate dean for 
Finance in 1982, and to senior associate dean for Finance and 
Resource Management in 2005.

Mr. Handlir has overseen the school’s fiscal growth from a total 
budget of less than $40 million in 1973 to the current budget of nearly $1 billion. In 
1998, he led the implementation of a school-wide Mission-Based-Management System 
and an All Funds Budgeting System, making the School of Medicine one of the first 
medical schools in the country to utilize this best business practice. He also has skillful-
ly guided the tremendous growth in the medical school’s facilities. Medical school space 
has grown from 80,000 net square feet to more than 800,000 net square feet under 
Mr. Handlir’s tenure, and our research portfolio has increased from approximately $16 
million in 1973 to nearly $1/2 billion this year. In 2001, with the assistance of a faculty 
advisory committee, Mr. Handlir developed a school-wide basic research space manage-
ment system to evaluate and re-allocate research space on an annual basis. This system 
still serves today as a nationally recognized model for research space management.

Though Mr. Handlir officially retired from his state position on July 1, he agreed to re-
main as a senior business advisor through the end of the calendar year to ensure a smooth 
transition. To help fill his role, Dean Reece has promoted three outstanding leaders.

Louisa A. Peartree, MBA, has been promoted to as-
sociate dean for Finance and Business Affairs and chief 
financial officer. 

Ms. Peartree earned her BS degree in finance from Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute & State University, and her MBA degree in 
finance from Loyola College, Maryland. 

As associate dean, Ms. Peartree will be responsible for the 
active stewardship of the School of Medicine’s complex financial 
resources and for efficiently managing them to support the school’s 
research, clinical, teaching and outreach missions. As chief finan-
cial officer, Ms. Peartree will oversee the medical school’s operat-
ing and capital budgeting processes, as well as financial planning, 
analysis and control. 

Ms. Peartree served in senior financial and management positions with UPI and its 
joint venture practice affiliate organization, UniversityCare, LLC, from 1992 to 1997. 
She transferred to the Dean’s Office in 1998, and has served as an assistant dean  
since 2003. 

Gregory Robinson, DMin, MA, has been promoted to associate dean for 
Academic Administration and Resource Management.

Dr. Robinson holds a BA in psychology from University of Maryland, Baltimore 
County, and has completed programs in accounting, budgeting and 
executive development. He earned an MA in urban planning from 
Morgan State University, and Master of Divinity and Doctor of 
Ministry degrees from Howard University. 

As associate dean, Dr. Robinson will be responsible for the 
active stewardship of the medical school’s non-financial resources 
and for efficiently managing them to support the school’s research 
and teaching missions. He will oversee all aspects of facilities 
management, human resources management, academic administra-
tion and general administration. Dr. Robinson will also function 
as a senior liaison to UMB and the University System of Maryland 
leadership, and will work in concert with the associate dean for 
Finance and Business Affairs to ensure close coordination between 
our physical, human and financial resources. Dr. Robinson has been a member of the 
Dean’s Office since 1973, and has served as an assistant dean since 1982. 

William E. Tucker, MBA, CPA, has been promoted to assistant dean for 
Practice Plan Affairs. 

Mr. Tucker graduated, magna cum laude, from Clarion University of Pennsylvania 
with a BS in business administration. He then earned his MBA from Purdue University. 

As assistant dean, Mr. Tucker will ensure that the practice plan remains aligned with 
our academic, clinical and research programs and that depart-
mental practice plans are managed and operate in an efficient 
and effective manner. He will work closely with the vice dean for 
Clinical Affairs to coordinate clinical relationships and initiatives 
with UMMC and UMMS.

Mr. Tucker has served as chief corporate officer (CCO) of 
University Physicians, Inc., since 2006, and will continue to serve 
in this leadership position. Before being appointed as CCO of UPI, 
Mr. Tucker served as its director of Planning and Business Develop-
ment from 2000 to 2006. During the twenty-year period prior to 
joining UPI, he held management positions in several healthcare 
and other business organizations. 

Handlir Retires After Four Decades;  
Peartree, Robinson and Tucker Promoted 

Gregory F. Handlir, MBA

our efforts, I recently sent a letter to all faculty about the importance of commu-
nity engagement and included a survey of our community outreach and service 
efforts that I have asked each member of the faculty to submit.

When the survey results are tabulated we will have a much better understand-
ing of which communities we serve, and—as important—which have been over-
looked. We will be able to ascertain where there is overlap and where we might 
be able to leverage our resources efficiently and possibly with greater effect. We 
also wish to build a database of our activities. 

This month we will celebrate the 10th anniversary of our Mini-Med School 
program. I want to thank all of the School of Medicine faculty and staff who 
have given their time to participate in Mini-Med School by providing impor-
tant health and wellness information to over 4,000 Marylanders. Mini-Med 
School, while certainly one of our more visible initiatives, is but one of the 
hundreds of valuable outreach programs we undertake annually. 

It has been gratifying to see many of our investigators receive grants that 
contain an outreach component, thereby allowing them to provide community 
service while simultaneously doing scholarly work. I encourage more of you to 
seek out these types of opportunities, which are good for both this institution and 
the communities in which we live and work.

I commend each and every one of you for your commitment to community 
engagement. 

In the relentless pursuit of excellence, I am 
Sincerely yours,

 

E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD, MBA
Vice President for Medical Affairs, University of Maryland
John Z. and Akiko K. Bowers Distinguished Professor and
Dean, University of Maryland School of Medicine 
 

Louisa A. Peartree, MBA

Gregory Robinson, DMin, MA

William E. Tucker, MBA, CPA

Community outreach and community service are cross-cutting 
areas which are essential for excellence in our three other  
mission areas of education, research and clinical practice.
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New Strategy May Improve Cognition 
 

We believe that interventions aimed specifically at reducing the 
level of kynurenic acid in the brain are a promising strategy for 
cognitive improvement in both healthy individuals and in those 
suffering from a variety of brain diseases ranging from schizo-

phrenia to Alzheimer’s disease.

For the first time, scientists have linked a brain compound 
called kynurenic acid to cognition, possibly opening doors for 
new ways to enhance memory function and treat catastrophic 
brain diseases, according to a new study from the University of 
Maryland School of Medicine. When researchers decreased the 
levels of kynurenic acid in the brains of mice, their cognition was 
shown to improve markedly, according to the study, which was 
published in the July issue of the journal Neuropsychopharmacology. 

The study is the result of decades of pioneering research in the lab 
of Robert Schwarcz, PhD, a professor in the Departments of Psychiatry, Pediatrics 
and Pharmacology & Experimental Therapeutics. 

“We believe that interventions aimed specifically at reducing the level of 
kynurenic acid in the brain are a promising strategy for cognitive 
improvement in both healthy individuals and in those suffering 
from a variety of brain diseases ranging from schizophrenia 
to Alzheimer’s disease,” said Dr. Schwarcz. 

Kynurenic acid is a substance with unique biologi-
cal properties and is produced when the brain 
metabolizes the amino acid L-tryptophan. 
The compound is related to another 
breakdown product of tryptophan known 
as quinolinic acid. In 1983, Dr. Schwarz 
published a paper in the journal Science 
identifying the critical role excessive 
quinolinic acid plays in the neurodegen-
erative disorder Huntington’s disease. He 
has since designed a therapeutic strategy 
targeting quinolinic acid for the treatment 
of Huntington’s disease. Dr. Schwarcz also 
is involved in a company called VistaGen, 
which pursues the development of neuro-
protective drugs based on this concept. 

In the study published this month, Dr. 
Schwarcz and his colleagues at the Mary-
land Psychiatric Research Center—a world-
renowned clinical and basic science research 
center at the University of Maryland School 

of Medicine—examined mice that had been genetically engineered to have more 
than 70 percent lower kynurenic acid levels than ordinary mice. These mice were 
found to perform significantly better than their normal peers on several widely-
used tests that specifically measure function in the hippocampus. The hippocam-
pus is a critical area of the brain for memory and spatial navigation. The mice were 
clearly superior in their ability to explore and recognize objects, to remember un-
pleasant experiences and to navigate a maze. The engineered animals also showed 
increased hippocampal plasticity, meaning they had a greatly improved ability to 
convert electrical stimuli into long-lasting memories.

“These results are very exciting, because they 
open up an entirely new way of thinking about 
the formation and retrieval of memories,” said 
Dr. Schwarcz. “Kynurenic acid has been known 
for more than 150 years, but only now do we 
recognize it as a major player in one of the fun-
damental functions of the brain. Our most recent 
work, still unpublished, shows that new chemi-
cals that specifically influence the production 
of kynurenic acid in the brain predictably affect 
cognition. We are now in the process of develop-
ing such compounds for cognitive enhancement 
in humans.”

“I feel confident Dr. Schwarcz’s determined 
pursuit of answers for the desperate patients suf-

fering from devastating neurodegenerative disorders 
such as Alzheimer’s disease and Huntington’s disease, 

and psychotic disorders such as schizophrenia, will pay off,” 
said Dean E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD, MBA. “His work creates 

hope for these patients and their families, and his findings are mak-
ing a significant impact on the field of neuroscience and psychiatric 

medicine.”

Robert Schwarcz, PhD

Findings Could Lead to New Drugs to Enhance 
Cognition in Patients and Healthy Individuals
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the tip of the iceberg,” Dr. Devine said. “We saw for 
the first time that new transposon insertions are hap-
pening at a high frequency in each person’s genome. 
We found that if you have a child, the child could 
have one or more new copies of these transposons that 
you don’t have. From these findings, we predict that 
there is going to be more variation in human genomes 
than scientists first believed.”

The transposons found in lung cancer tumor 
genomes had never been seen before, and could have 
significance for oncology research. “The mutations 
could possibly be causing cancer or tumor progres-
sion,” Dr. Devine explained. Technological advances 

in DNA sequencing have made it possible to exam-
ine transposons in greater detail, he added, and also 
have cut the cost of sequencing a human genome 
from millions of dollars just a few years ago to as 
little as $10,000 now.

Scientists track variation in the human genome 
to identify specific variants that predict human 
traits and diseases, says Dr. Devine. “The big picture 

idea here is personal genomics, a new wave of science 
where an individual’s genome will be sequenced at 
birth and then used to make predictions about the 
future health of that person. This will pave the way for 
a future of personalized medicine, where treatments 
and preventive techniques will be tailored to each 
individual based on the information found in that 
person’s genome.”

The research was funded by the National Human 
Genome Research Institute, the American Cancer 
Society and Sun Microsystems.

print. As soon as the human genome was sequenced, it 
became clear that it was going to vary from one person 
to the next. Such variation dictates why people look 
different from one another, why they have different 
susceptibilities to diseases and different lifespans. In 
this study, we’re looking at transposons that insert 
themselves in new places in various genomes and 
disrupt the blueprint.”

Dr. Devine continued, “If you think of the human 
genome as a manual to build a complex machine like 
an aircraft, imagine what would happen if you copied 
the page that describes passenger seats and inserted 
it into the section that describes jet engines. Trans-

posons act something like this: they copy themselves 
and insert the copies into other areas of the human ge-
nome, areas that contain instructions for the complex 
machine that is the human body. These areas and the 
instructions they contain may then become corrupted 
and hard to understand. This, in turn, can alter hu-
man traits or even cause human diseases.”

Some transposons do not seem to have a serious 
impact on the genome, but several dozen transposon 
insertions have been identified that have caused hu-
man disease by disrupting genes. “We think this is just 

Scientists are finding more variation 
in the human genome than they had 
previously expected, now that new 
technologies are allowing researchers 
a closer look at the genomes of many 
individuals, according to a new study 
from Scott E. Devine, PhD, associate 
professor, Department of Medicine and 
Institute for Genome Sciences. The 
study, published in the June 25 issue of 

the journal Cell, is one of the first to take 
an in-depth look at transposons, known 

as “jumping genes.” Transposons are 
segments of DNA that can 
replicate themselves—meaning 
that each generation of a human 

family has more transposons in its 
genome than its ancestors—and move 
to new sites in each individual person’s 
genome. The researchers examined the 
genomes of 76 people and found that 

new occurrences of transposons were 
surprisingly prevalent. They also 
found that transposons are very ac-
tive in lung cancer genomes.

“A key part of this study was that 
we developed new, next-generation se-

quencing and informatics technologies that 
allowed us to look at these variants for the 
first time in many human genomes,” said 
Dr. Devine. “The human genome is a big 

document full of information, like a blue-

Scott E. Devine, PhD

Study Finds More Variation in Human Genome Than Expected 
Surprisingly Common Transposons or ‘Jumping Genes’ Are Known to Cause Disease 

“ ”
The big picture idea here is personal genomics, a new 
wave of science where an individual’s genome will be 
sequenced at birth and then used to make predictions 

about the future health of that person.
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Department of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine  
 Changes Its Name

New Strategy May Improve Cognition 
 

T

he University of Maryland School of Medicine’s 
Department of Epidemiology & Preventive Medicine 

changed its name. To reflect the department’s strong public 
health research initiatives, it will now be known as the  
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health. 

Jay Magaziner, PhD, MSHyg, professor and chair of the newly named 
department, says the name change more accurately reflects the focus of the de-
partment’s efforts. “All of our programs relate to public health and always have,” 
he commented. “Over the past quarter century, we have continued to grow and 
have become increasingly more diverse and interdisciplinary.” 

In 1833, the University of Maryland School of Medicine became the first 
medical school in the country to teach preventive medicine and public health. 
Dr. Robley Dunglison, who was chair of Materia Medica, Therapeutics, Hygiene 
and Medical Jurisprudence (as the department was called back then), published 
the first textbook on preventive medicine in the United States in 1835. Over 
the past two centuries, members of the department have aided in developing 
many of the modern methods of tracking diseases and developing approaches to 
combat them. In the 1970’s, the department became known for pioneering the 
methodology of collaborative randomized clinical trials. It was also one of the 
first departments in the U.S. to have centers for coordinating federally funded 
research projects that involved studying large populations of people. 

According to Dr. Magaziner, today the department’s strengths include 
biostatistics, gerontology, preventive medicine, behavioral and social sciences, 
environmental and translational toxicology, genomic epidemiology, health care 

outcomes research, infection control and cancer epidemiology. 
Five years ago, the department established a new Master’s of 
Public Health Program, which is accredited by the Council on 
Education for Public Health. 

The Department of Epidemiology and Public Health also 
offers training in other degree programs, including PhDs in 
epidemiology, human genetics and gerontology. There also is 
an MS degree offered in clinical research and both an MS and 
PhD program in biostatistics in collaboration with University of 
Maryland Baltimore County. 

“This name change not only reflects the strengths of this department, but will 
usher in a new era of innovative strides made in public health for the University 
of Maryland, Baltimore and its School of Medicine,” said Dean E. Albert Reece, 
MD, PhD, MBA. The name change became official on June 23, 2010, after it was 
approved by both the School of Medicine Council and the President of Universi-
ty of Maryland, Baltimore. For more information about the Department of Epide-
miology and Public Health, visit http://medschool.umaryland.edu/epidemiology/.

U.S. News and World 
Report’s Best Hospitals
The U.S. News and World Report’s Best Hospitals rankings came out on July 
15, and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC) was listed 
among the top hospitals in the nation in nine specialty categories. It was the 
medical center’s best showing ever in the U.S. News survey—a recognition of 
the excellent patient care provided by the University of Maryland’s physi-
cians, nurses and the entire staff. 

UMMC was ranked among the best hospitals in Cancer (#21), Diabetes & 
Endocrinology (#38), Ear, Nose & Throat (#33), Geriatrics (#42), Heart & 
Heart Surgery (#40), Kidney Disorders (#23), Orthopaedics (#34), Pulmonol-
ogy (#19) and Urology (37). 

 Only 152 hospitals nationwide performed well enough to be ranked in at 
least one specialty area out of more than 4,852 hospitals that were evaluated 
for the survey. 

The rankings are based on a complex set of criteria including patient/pro-
cedure volumes, clinical outcomes, nurse-to-patient staffing ratios, technology 
investment, and other factors. One new development that probably helped 
boost UMMC’s rankings this year was its Magnet designation for nursing 
excellence, since Magnet is one of the factors used by U.S. News in evaluat-
ing hospitals.

 According to UMMC President and CEO Jeffrey A. Rivest, “Our contin-
ued progress is the direct result of our thousands of employees and medical 

staff members who focus 
every day on providing 
quality patient care and 
excellent service for our 
patients. Our valuable 
partnerships with the 
University of Maryland 
Schools of Medicine, 
Nursing, Social Work, 
and Pharmacy and 
Dental School also 
strengthen our ability 
to heal, teach, dis-
cover and care.”

Jay Magaziner, PhD, MSHyg

Department of Psychiatry  
Celebrates 60 Years

The Department of Psychiatry has many exciting things planned this 
fall to celebrate its 60th anniversary, including a special scientific 
symposium on the latest developments in psychiatric treatment and a 
gala dinner dance, both of which will be held on September 16, 2010, 
at the Baltimore Marriott Inner Harbor Hotel. For registration  
information and tickets, please visit their anniversary website at 
http://medschool.umaryland.edu/psychiatry/anniversary.asp. 

Also in honor of the anniversary, a book detailing the history of 
the department will be available for purchase. The cost is $50. Books 
can be ordered by clicking on the registration form link at the  
anniversary website.
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Study Finds That Simple Two-
Question Survey Can Better  
Identify Hungry Children

negative consequences of hunger,” explained Dr. Black. The researchers hope social 
workers, health professionals and other outreach workers who come in contact 
with needy families will begin using the quiz right away, and will immediately seek 
help for those who need it. Health care professionals in Baltimore can use a Web 
site set up by the City Health Department, www.hungryinbaltimore.org, to identify 
nutritional resources for families who are at risk for food insecurity. 

The study was conducted as part of Children’s HealthWatch, a nationwide con-
sortium of urban medical centers devoted to monitoring how national policies and 
environmental conditions affect the health, growth and development of children 
under three years of age. Working in emergency departments and pediatric primary 
care clinics, Children’s HealthWatch interviewers asked 30,098 families all 18 ques-
tions on the U.S. Household Food Security Scale. The scale is a survey developed 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture to track food insecurity in America. About 
23 percent of the families who participated were food insecure.

Dr. Black and colleagues analyzed the families’ responses to all 18 questions to 
see if fewer queries could be just as definitive as the full survey. The responses to the 
first two questions accurately identified the vast majority of hungry families. The re-
searchers evaluated statistical factors and found a sensitivity of 97 percent, meaning 
that only three percent of families who experience food insecurity were likely to be 
misclassified as food-secure using the two-question survey. The results are encourag-
ing, and the new test can be implemented right away, said Dr. Black. “We’re hoping 
our findings will immediately enable clinics and other outreach centers screen 
families for food insecurity. We want children and their parents to get help as soon 
as they can to prevent long-term health and developmental consequences.”

T
Early Screening and Intervention is Critical to  
Preventing Long-Term Consequences of Hunger
Asking parents just two simple screening questions could help health care 
providers and social workers to easily and quickly identify families whose 
young children are suffering from hunger, enabling early interventions that 
could prevent serious health consequences, according to a new study led by 
University of Maryland School of Medicine researchers. The study, pub-
lished July 1 in the journal Pediatrics, analyzed data gathered from more than 
30,000 families nationwide, about a quarter of whom suffered from hunger.

The researchers examined whether the time-consuming, 
18-question U.S. Household Food Security Survey provid-
ed by the federal government could be shortened and still 
be effective in identifying hungry families. They found that 
just the first two statements, with which families were asked 
to agree or disagree, were key: “Within the past 12 months we 
worried whether our food would run out before we got money to 
buy more,” and “Within the past 12 months the food we bought just didn’t last and 
we didn’t have money to get more.” 

The researchers found that 92.5 percent of the hungry families answered “yes” 
to the first question, and 81.9 percent of the families answered “yes” to the second, 
meaning that positive answers to those questions alone could accurately identify 
most families affected by hunger. 

Such an efficient screening test can save time and get help to more hungry 
families faster, according to lead author Erin Hager, PhD, assistant professor, De-
partment of Pediatrics. “This paper is the evidence that it works,” said Dr. Hager. 
“Now, this can immediately be used by any social service agency or any clinic to 
more quickly get hungry children connected with the assistance they need to stay 
nourished, healthy and developmentally on track.”

Hunger can be invisible in American children because they do not physically ap-
pear skinny or emaciated, according to senior author Maureen Black, PhD, John A. 
Scholl, MD, and Mary Louise Scholl, MD, Professor of Pediatrics. “Unlike hungry 
children in Third World countries who may go without food, American parents 
have access to cheap, nutrient-deprived foods they can use to fill their children’s 
bellies and maintain their weight. However, without critical nutrients such as iron, 
babies and toddlers can suffer from serious health consequences,” she said.

Health care professionals rarely ask parents if they have enough nutritious food 
to feed their families. “People who are hungry and who can’t feed their kids are of-
ten anxious and depressed,” said Dr. Black. “They don’t feel good about this—food 
is a basic need you’re supposed to provide for your children.” 

 Identifying hungry children and intervening early is so important because of the 
serious health effects kids can suffer without proper nutrition. Children younger 
than three who live in food-insecure households are 90 percent more likely to be in 
fair or poor health (versus good or excellent health) than children in food-secure 
homes. Hungry babies and toddlers are 31 percent more likely to have been hospi-
talized since birth, and 76 percent more likely to be at increased developmental risk 
than children in food-secure homes. 

A quick, easy way of identifying hungry families can help them get assistance 
before the hunger seriously impacts the children’s health. “Food stamps, welfare and 
programs like WIC can provide these families with nutrient-rich food to avoid the 

Erin Hager, PhD

Maureen Black, PhD

Take a coffee break on us!
The UMB Office of Postdoctoral Scholars (OPS) is sponsoring 
a Coffee & Cookie Break for postdoctoral scholars and their 
mentors in honor of National Postdoc Appreciation Day. 
•Friday, September 24, 2010
•1-3pm
•HSF II room S-241 

http://postdoc.umaryland.edu
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Hormone Influences  
Sensitivity to Sweetness

in the mouth. “When we blocked 
glucagon in this study, the mice were 
less sensitive to sugar,” Dr. Munger 
said. “That leaves open the possibility 
that we could also enhance sensitivity 
to sugars by manipulating glucagon in 
the other direction. That could open 
doors for food additives to make what 
we eat taste sweeter without adding more sugar.” 

“The taste system plays a non-traditional role in 
glucose metabolism and brings a new perspective 
into the control of diabetes and obesity,” says James 
F. Battey Jr., MD, PhD, director of the NIDCD.

Dr. Munger and his colleagues now are pursu-
ing the next step in their research, examining how 
glucagon works together with other hormones to 
regulate the tongue’s sensitivity to sweet and savory 

tastes. They also are exploring how the hormones 
affect how much one eats—if a subject is less sensitive 
to sweet tastes, does that increase or decrease the size 
of their meal?

“Dr. Munger’s findings could have great significance 
for patients who suffer from diabetes, metabolic disor-
ders or obesity,” said Dean E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD, 
MBA. “This is an example of how our world-class 
basic scientists make groundbreaking discoveries that 
could directly impact human health down the line.”

The scientists also found that blocking glucagon’s 
actions using a specific drug made mice less responsive 
to a sweet solution they were offered. Mice are often 
used as models for humans in such research, since the 
mechanisms that regulate taste are similar in both spe-
cies. “The data suggest that a person’s susceptibility to 
sweetness might have to do with their metabolic state 
or nutritional needs,” explained Dr. Munger. 

Funding for the study came from the National Insti-

tute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders 
(NIDCD), the National Institute on Aging and the 
Ajinomoto Amino Acid Research Program. The study 
was coauthored by School of Medicine Program in 
Neuroscience graduate student Amanda Elson, former 
postdoctoral fellow Shawn Dotson, PhD, and Jose-
phine Egan, MD, of the National Institute on Aging.

A previous study by the same research team found 
that another hormone, similar to glucagon, also plays 
a role in taste. The current study now shows that the 
actions of these hormones can be directly manipulated 

A hormone that helps to regulate blood sugar levels 
may also influence a person’s sensitivity to sweet-tast-
ing foods, according to a new study from researchers at 
the University of Maryland School of Medicine. They 
found that blocking the tongue’s ability to respond to 
the hormone known as glucagon decreases the taste 
system’s sensitivity to sweetness. That is, changing the 
actions of the hormone glucagon could control how 
foods taste, according to the study published online 
June 14, 2010, in the Federation for American Societ-
ies for Experimental Biology (FASEB) Journal.

“An interesting possibility resulting from our 
research is that the development of new 
food additives could change the way you 
perceive your food, making it taste more 
or less sweet,” said senior author Steven 
D. Munger, PhD, associate professor, 
Department of Anatomy & Neurobiology. “From a 
food industry perspective, such additives could be used 
to enhance flavor. From a therapeutic perspective, 
they could be used to treat patients who under-eat or 
overeat.”

Glucagon, a hormone secreted by the pancreas, acts 
in opposition to insulin. Glucagon raises blood glucose 
levels, while insulin lowers those levels. Dr. Munger 
and his colleagues found that glucagon and its recep-
tor are expressed in mouse taste receptor cells that are 
associated with the detection of sugars and sweetness. 

Blocking Hormone Lowers Sensitivity to Sugar, Opening Door for Food Additives or Drugs

“ ”
The data suggest that a person’s suscep-

tibility to sweetness might have to do 
with their metabolic state  
or nutritional needs.

Steven D. Munger, PhD

he University of Maryland School of Medicine 
received a $7.9 million federal grant to acquire a 
superconducting 950 MHz Nuclear Magnetic Res-
onance (NMR) magnet that will help researchers 
unravel the mysteries of molecules and develop 
new agents to treat cancer and other diseases. The 
grant is among the largest of its kind ever awarded 
by the National Center for Research Resources 
(NCRR). The funds were made available through 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act  
of 2009. 

The eight-ton magnet, made by Bruker Bio-
Spin, produces a supercharged magnetic field that enables 
scientists to investigate the three-dimensional structure of 
biological molecules and study their interaction with the 
highest degree of resolution. The University of Maryland 
will be the only academic institution in the United States 
and one of only two sites in the country to have a 950 
MHz NMR spectrometer (with the super magnet) once it is 
installed in November of 2011. 

“NMR spectroscopy plays a critical role in many areas of 
cancer research, and having a 950 MHz NMR spectrometer 
on our campus is a phenomenal resource for researchers at 
our cancer center. It will greatly enhance and speed our 
efforts to uncover new information about cancer and design 
new drugs to treat it,” said Kevin J. Cullen, MD, professor, 
Department of Medicine, director, Program in Oncology, 
and director, University of Maryland Marlene and Stewart 
Greenebaum Cancer Center.

The bid to acquire the two-story spectrometer was a 
partnership between the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore (UMB), and two 
other University of Maryland cam-
puses—the University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County (UMBC) and the 

University of Maryland, College Park 
(UMCP). David J. Weber, PhD, profes-
sor, Department of Biochemistry & Mo-
lecular Biology, and director, NMR core 
facility at UMB, is a co-director of the 
$7.9 million grant, along with Michael 
F. Summers, PhD, of UMBC, and David Fushman, PhD, 
of UMCP.

The magnet—which at 22.3 Tesla is so powerful it 
could lift 50 cars—will be housed in the UMB NMR 
core facility, located at the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine, and will be used by researchers from 
all three campuses as well as from institutions through-
out the Mid-Atlantic region. The instrument initially 
will have 35 users, including 10 major core users, and 
will operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week, according 
to Dr. Weber. 

“Being able to observe molecules at the atomic-level 
eliminates a great deal of guessing when you’re con-
ducting complicated molecular experiments. We will 
have a much better ability to look at larger molecules 
and protein complexes with this powerful magnet—it’s 
like working in a room with the lights turned on,” Dr. 
Weber said. His laboratory is developing small-molecule 
inhibitors geared to a family of calcium-binding proteins 
called S100 proteins, including one that currently is 
being tested in a clinical study at the cancer center as a 
possible treatment for melanoma. Other cancer center 
researchers are studying ways to help repair the DNA in 
cells that have been damaged by cancer.

Earlier this year, the NCRR gave 
the University of Maryland School of 
Medicine $12.3 million to renovate 
cancer laboratories and to build core 
research facilities. 

$7.9 Million Received from NIH  
for Superconducting Research Magnet

Cancer Researchers Among Those Who Will Benefit from Instrument—One of Only Two in U.S.

T

“ ”
Being able to observe molecules at the atomic-level eliminates  

a great deal of guessing when you’re conducting  
complicated molecular experiments.

David J. Weber, PhD

An example of the Bruker BioSpin magnet that will reside at the 
School of Medicine.



 

New Federal Awards
Second & Third QuarterFY10

Key personnel who obtained the $7.3 million G20 construction grant from the National 
Center for Research Resources to renovate the 6th & 7th floors of the Bressler Research 
Building for a Technology Resource Center, which will be a consolidation of some core 
facilities

J Alan Faden, MD, professor, Department of Anesthesiology, and director, Center for Shock, 
Trauma and Anesthesia Research  
Received a challenge grant from the National Institute of Child Health & Human 
Development entitled “Combination Drug Treatment to Inhibit Multiple Cell Death 
Pathways after TBI”

J Claire Fraser-Liggett, PhD, professor, Department of Medicine, and director, Institute for 
Genome Sciences  
Co-PI (with co-PI’s Susan Dorsey, PhD, and Chris Ward, PhD, School of Nursing) on a 
grand opportunity grant from the National Institute of Nursing Research entitled “TrkB.
T1 as a Genetic Disease Modifier of Muscular Dystrophy”

J W. Florian Fricke, PhD, assistant professor, Department of Microbiology & Immunology, and 
Institute for Genome Sciences  
Received a grand opportunity grant from the National Human Genome Research 
Institute entitled “Virtual Machines & Cloud Computing for Automated & Portable 
Sequence Analysis”

J Robert Gallo, MD, director, Institute of Human Virology, and professor, Department of Medicine 
Received a grand opportunity grant from the National Cancer Institute entitled “FLSC 
Combined with Tat Toxoid as an HIV Prophylactic Vaccine”

J Anne Hamburger, PhD, professor, Department of Pathology 
Received a challenge grant from the National Cancer Institute entitled “A Novel 
Therapy for Her2 Positive Hormone Refractory Breast Cancer”

J Joseph Lakowicz, PhD, professor, Department of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology  
Received a challenge grant from the National Institute of General Medical Science 
entitled “Sub-Wavelength Imaging of Intracellular Metal Ions”

Received a $474,000 Shared Instrumentation grant from the National Center for Re-
search Resources for a “Fluorescence Lifetime Imaging Microscopy (FLIM)”

 

J Maria Baer, MD, professor, Department of Medicine and Program in Oncology  
Co-investigator (with Amy Davidoff, PhD, from the School of Pharmacy) on a chal-
lenge grant from the National Cancer Institute entitled “Comparative Effectiveness: 
Erythropoietic Stimulating Agents in Treatment of MDS”

J Claudia Baquet, MD, professor, Department of Medicine, and associate dean for Policy &  
Planning 
Received a grand opportunity grant from the National Center on Minority Health & 
Health Disparities entitled “Bioethics Research Infrastructure Initiative”

J Claudia Baquet, MD, professor, Department of Medicine, and associate dean for Policy &  
Planning, and Shiraz Mishra, MBBS, PhD, associate professor, Department of Family &  
Community Medicine 
Co-PI’s on a grand opportunity grant from the National Center on Minority Health & 
Health Disparities entitled “Maryland Telehome Care Network (MTCN)”

J William Carpenter, MD, professor, Department of Psychiatry, and director, Maryland  
Psychiatric Research Center 
Received a $2.8 million High-End Instrumentation grant from the National Center 
for Research Resources for “A 3T Scanner for Establishing UM MPRC Neuroimaging 
Research Facility”

J Rob Cook, MBA, director, Operations, Office of Finance & Resource Management, and Alan 
Tompkinson, PhD, professor, Department of Radiation Oncology 
Key personnel who obtained the $5 million C06 construction grant from the National 
Center for Research Resources to renovate the 8th floor of the Bressler Research Build-
ing to be used mainly by University of Maryland Marlene and Stewart Greenebaum 
Cancer Center faculty and staff 

J Rob Cook, MBA, director, Operations, Office of Finance & Resource Management, and 
Nicholas Ambulos, PhD, associate professor, Department of Microbiology & Immunology, and 
executive director, SOM Core Facilities 

American Recovery & Reinvestment Act Awardees

Name Amount Granting Agency Grant Title

Anatomy & Neurobiology
Iris Lindberg, PhD  $396,705 NIH / NIDA Opioid Peptide Synthesizing Enzymes

Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
Maria V. Nurminskaya, PhD  $337,500 NIH / NHLBI Molecular Mechanisms of Medical Calcification:  

Regulation by Transglutaminase 2

 Biology of Model Systems (previously UMBI)
Jose A. Fernandez-Robledo, 
PhD

 $180,903 NIH / NIAID A Heterologous Expression for Apicomplexa Genes

Zeev Pancer, DSc  $187,500 NIH / NIAID Recombinant Antibodies from Sea Lamprey

 Biomedical Engineering & Technology (previously UMBI)
Ilia V. Baskakov, PhD  $192,142 NIH / NINDS Self-propagating Mechanism of Prion Diseases

Joseph P. Kao, PhD  $349,806 NIH / NIGMS Caged Probes for Cellular Physiology

Mariusz Karbowski, PhD  $119,880 NIH / NIGMS The Role of Mitochondria-Associated RING Finger 
Proteins in Mitochondria Quality

Mervyn J. Monteiro, PhD  $153,369 NIH / NIGMS Functional Studies of Ubiquilin

Center for Integrative Medicine
Rui-Xin Zhang, PhD  $225,000 NIH / NCCAM Effects of Acupuncture on Pain-Induced Affective 

Response

Center for Shock, Trauma & Anesthesiology Research
Grant V. Bochicchio, MD, 
MPH

 $166,577 National Naval 
Medical Center

Timing of Acute Traumatic Wound Closure: Objective 
Clinical Decision-Making Based on Inflammatory 
Biomarker Expression

Alan I. Faden, MD  $486,187 NIH / NICHD Combination Drug Treatment to Inhibit Multiple Cell 
Death Pathways after TBI

 $199,901 NIH / NINDS mGluR5 Inhibits Microglial Activation and Neuronal 
Cell Death after TBI

 $206,934 NIH / NINDS Role of Cell Cycle Pathways in Traumatic Brain Injury 
(TBI)

 Center for Vaccine Development
Eileen M. Barry, PhD  $33,000 Bechtel National, 

Inc.
Biological Threat Reduction Program (BTRP) Outside 
Russia Project

Christopher V. Plowe, MD, 
MPH

 $559,614 US Agency for 
International 
Development

Molecular Surveillance of Drug Resistant Malaria in the 
Greater Mekong Subregion

Center for Vascular & Inflammatory Diseases
Rajabrata Sarkar, MD, PhD  $543,909 NIH / NHLBI Fibrotic Effects and Regulation of MMP Proteins in 

Thrombus Resolution

Name Amount Granting Agency Grant Title

Institute for Genome Sciences
Rebecca Brotman Miller, 
PhD, MPH

 $128,835 NIH / NIAID Molecular Epidemiology of the Vaginal Microbiome

Claire M. Fraser-Liggett, 
PhD

 $524,955 NIH / NIAID Genome Sequencing Centers For Infectious Disease

W. Florian Fricke, PhD  $231,387 National Science 
Foundation

Automated and Portable Sequence Analysis using 
Virtual Machines and Cloud Computing

Owen R. White, PhD  $1,412,332 National Science 
Foundation

MRI-R2: Acquisition of Data Intensive Academic Grid 
(DIAG)-A Computational Platform for Bioinformatics 
Analyses and Training

Institute of Human Virology
George K. Lewis, PhD  $560,996 NIH / NIAID Broadly Neutralizing Monoclonal Antibodies Against 

HIV-1

Wuyuan Lu, PhD  $225,000 NIH / NIAID D-peptide Inhibitors of HIV Assembly and Maturation

Medicine
Stephen B. Liggett, MD  $401,500 NIH / NHLBI Lung HRV: G-Protein Coupled Signaling Interactions 

in Asthma

 Obstetrics, Gynecology & Reproductive Sciences
E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD, 
MBA

 $40,000 NIH / NIDDK Mechanisms of Diabetic Embryopathy and Molecular 
Pathways

Peixin Yang, PhD  $337,500 NIH / NIDDK Apoptotic Mechanism of Maternal Diabetes-Induced 
Neural Tube Defects

 Pharmacology & Experimental Therapeutics
Anil K. Jaiswal, PhD  $337,500 NIH / NIEHS Role and Regulation of INrf2

 Physiology
W. Gil Wier, PhD  $370,000 NIH / NHLBI Physiological Regulation of MLCK in Intact Arteries

 Program in Oncology
Dhan V. Kalvakolanu, PhD  $329,612 NIH / NCI Modulation of IFN Action via Novel Regulatory Factors

 Psychiatry
Britta Hahn, PhD  $225,000 NIH / NIDA Nicotinic Modulation of the Default Network of Resting 

Brain Function

James A. Waltz, PhD  $187,500 NIH / NIMH Neuroimaging of Food Reinforcer Processing in  
Schizophrenia

 School of Medicine
E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD, 
MBA

 $5,000,000 NIH / NCRR Construction Grant 8th Floor BRB

 $7,329,060 NIH / NCRR UMB Technology Resource Center

 Surgery
Bartley P. Griffith, MD  $2,007,320 NIH / NHLBI Pumps for Kids, Infants and Neonates (PumpKIN) 

Preclinical Program

Congratulations to the following faculty and staff who received 
stimulus funding via the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act! 



 

New Non-Federal Awards

J Maria Salvato, PhD, Institute of Human Virology, and professor, Department of Medicine 
Received a grand opportunity grant from the National Cancer Institute entitled 
“Protection of Vaccine Immunity by Inhibiting Fas/FasL Signaling”

J The University of Maryland Marlene and Stewart Greenebaum Cancer Center 
Under the direction of Kevin Cullen, MD, professor, Department of Medicine, and direc-
tor, Program in Oncology, and Curt Civin, MD, associate dean for Research, professor, 
Department of Pediatrics, and director, Center for Stem Cell Biology & Regenerative 
Medicine, received a $1.5 million grant from the National Cancer Institute as a 
supplement to its P30 award for the recruitment of a young investigator in cancer 
and stem cell research

J David Weber, PhD, professor, Department of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology 
Received an $7.9 million High-End Instrumentation grant from the National 
Center for Research Resources for a “950 MHz NMR Spectrometer with Cryogenic 
Probe,” making the University of Maryland School of Medicine the ONLY academ-
ic institution in the country to have such a piece of equipment

J Paul Welling, MD, professor, Department of Physiology  
Received a challenge grant from the National Institute of Diabetes & Digestive and 
Kidney Diseases entitled “Multigene Kinase Network, Kidney Transport and Salt in 
Essential Hypertension”

J Owen White, PhD, professor, Department of Epidemiology & Preventive Medicine and 
Institute for Genome Sciences  
Received a $1.9 million Instrumentation grant from the National Science Foun-
dation for “MRI-R2: Acquisition of Data Intensive Academic Grid (DIAG)-A 
Computational Platform for Bioinformatics Analyses and Training”

American Recovery & Reinvestment Act Awardees

Radiation Oncology
Alan E. Tomkinson, PhD  $120,000 American Cancer 

Society (National 
Affiliate)

ACS Institutional Research Grant

Surgery
Bartley P. Griffith, MD  $278,437 Jarvik Heart 

Incorporated
Pumps for Kids, Infants and Neonates (pumKIN) Pre-
clinical program

Adrian E. Park, MD  $131,546 Stryker  
Endoscopy

Research Study on the Ergonomics of a Wireless 
Camera

Benjamin Philosophe, 
MD, PhD

 $125,000 Novartis Pharma-
ceuticals Corp.

Retrospective Analysis of Kidney Transplant Recipients 
Developing Chronic Allograft Nephropathy (CAN)

Jian-Ying Wang, MD, PhD  $118,000 Baxter Healthcare 
Corporation

The Effect of Lipid Emulsion on IBD In Vitro and In 
Vivo

Name Amount Granting Agency Grant Title

 Biology of Model Systems (previously UMBI)
Shiladitya DasSarma, PhD  $243,366 Henry M. Jackson 

Foundation for 
the Advancement 
of Military

Security Solutions from Life in Extreme Environments 
Center

Frank T. Robb, PhD  $126,706 University of 
California,  
Berkeley

EBI 2007: Bioprospecting for High-Temperature  
Conversation of Lignocellulose

 Biomedical Engineering & Technology (previously UMBI)
Shengyun Fang, PhD  $109,250 TEDCO Ubiquitination-Dependent Regulation of Oct-4  

Activity

W. Jonathan Lederer, MD, 
PhD

 $361,502 Columbia  
University

Molecular Basis of Sudden Cardiac Death

 $574,995 TEDCO hMSCs Rescue Damaged Heart Cells

Center for Shock, Trauma & Anesthesiology Research
Patricia C. Dischinger, PhD  $266,201 Maryland Dept of 

Transportation
MHSO Highway Safety Program Coordination

Steven B. Johnson, MD  $237,551 Pharm. Product 
Development,Inc

ACCESS: A Controlled Comparison of Eritoran Tetra-
sodium and Placebo in Patients with Severe Sepsis

Center for Vaccine Development
Myron M. Levine, MD, DTPH  $212,132 Program for 

Appropriate 
Technology in 
Health (PATH)

Safety, Immunogenicity and Efficacy Following  
Experimental Challenge of CVD 1208S

 $1,992,024 Bill and Malinda 
Gates Foundation

Influenza Incidence Measurement & Randomized Trials 
of the Effectiveness of Inactivated Influenza Vaccine 
in Preventing Influenza in Pregnant (3rd Trimester) 
Women & in their Infants during the First Six Months 
of Life in Bamako, Mali

James P. Nataro, MD, PhD  $118,254 University of 
Bergen

Developing Vaccines Against Diarrhea Caused by En-
terotoxigenic Escherichia Coli and Shigella (EntVac)

 $403.940 Program for 
Appropriate 
Technology in 
Health (PATH)

A Toxoid Vaccine Against Heat-Stable Enterotoxin  
of E. coli.

Jakub K. Simon, MD  $159,704 D'Antonio 
Consultants In-
ternational, Inc

LectraJet-TIV CVD 1000

 Diagnostic Radiology & Nuclear Medicine
Ziv Haskal, MD  $186,879 Bard Peripheral 

Vascular, Inc.
A Prospective, Randomized, Concurrently- Controlled 
Post Approval Stuy of FLAIR Endovascular Stent Graft 
(RENOVA Study)

Institute for Genome Sciences
Pablo D. Rabinowicz, PhD  $105,723 University of 

Arizona
Cassava Genomics: Bridging the Gap between Sequence 
and Breeding Applications

Neurology
Bradley J. Robottom, MD  $106,167 Solvay  

Pharmaceuticals
Study of Levodopa-Carbidopa Intestinal Gel in 
Levodopa-Responsive Subjects with Advanced  
Parkinson's Disease Protocol

Orthopaedics
Andrew N. Pollak, MD  $129,162 Johns Hopkins 

University - SPH
Major Extremity Trauma Research Consortium 
(METRC) - CORE COSTS

Pathology
Niel T. Constantine, PhD  $340,000 Partnership for 

Supply Chain 
Management Sys-
tem (PFSCMS)

Proposal to Establish and Implement Procedures to As-
sure Suitability for Intended Use of Laboratory Supplies, 
and HIV/AIDS, TB, Syphilis, Hepatitis and Pregnancy 
Rapid Test Kits

John R. Hess, MD, MPH  $138,140 New England Re-
search Institute

Red Cell Storage Duration Study in Cardiac Surgery 
Patients ("RECESS")

Pediatrics
Maureen M. Black, PhD  $242,486 Micronutrient 

Initiative
Strategies to Promote Cognition Among Low-Income 
Indian Rural Infants & Preschool Children Through 
Micronutrient Supplementation & Early Leaning  
Opportunities in India

Susan Feigelman, MD  $150,618 Nestec Ltd Nestle 
Nutrition

Assessment of Growth of Infants Fed a Starter Formula 
with a Whey-Isolate Enriched in Lactoferrin

Richard Lichenstein, MD  $115,253 BioCryst Pharma-
ceuticals, Inc.

A Phase 3 Open Label, Randomized Study of the An-
tiviral Activity, Safety, and Tolerability of Intravenous 
Peramivir in Adult Adolescent Hospitalized Subjects 
with Confirmed or Suspected Influenza Infection

Physiology
Robert J. Bloch, PhD  $112,971 Muscular Dystro-

phy Association
Mu-Crystallin and the Pathogenesis of FSHD

 Program in Oncology
Maria R. Baer, MD $122,356 GlaxoSmithKline GCC 0812:A Phase I Study to Assess the Safety and 

Immunogenicity of WT1-A10 + AS01B Antigen-Spe-
cific Cancer Immunotherapeutic as Post-Consolidation 
Therapy in Elderly Patients with WR1-Positive Acute 
Myeloid Leukemia in First Complete Remission

Kevin J. Cullen, MD  $160,147 Maryland Depart-
ment of Health 
and Mental 
Hygiene

Administrative Support for CDC Funded Maryland 
Colorectal Cancer Program

Martin J. Edelman, MD  $144,202 Schering-Plough 
Corporation

GCC 0761: A Randomized Phase 2 Study of SCH 
727965 in Subjects with Advanced Breast and  
Non-Small Cell Lung (NSCLC) Cancers

Bret A. Hassel, PhD  $140,000 UMCP Broad Spectrum Antimicrobial Activity by Pharmaco-
logic Activators of RNase-L.

Feyruz V. Rassool, PhD  $200,000 The V Founda-
tion for Cancer 
Research

Targeting Abnormal DNA Repair Pathways in  
Leukemia

Katherine H. Tkaczuk, MD  $142,164 Novartis Pharma-
ceuticals Corp.

GCC 0817: A Phase Ib/IIa Trial of Panobinostat in 
Combination with Trastuzumab in Adult Female 
Patients with HER2 Positive Metastatic Breast Cancer 
Whose Disease has Progressed During or Following 
Therapy with Trastuzumab

Psychiatry
Lisa B. Dixon, MD  $281,616 Ortho-McNeil 

Janssen
Addressing Adherence in Treatment of Schizophrenia 
& other SMI with Special Focus on Culture, Race and 
Ethnicity in Research & TX

Robert Schwarcz, PhD  $187,500 Ohio State 
University

Endogenous Kynurenic Acid Modulates Prefrontal ACh 
Levels and Cognition

Sharon H. Stephan, PhD  $941,299 Talbot County 
Government

Rural Cares

 Medicine

Christopher De Filippi, MD  $105,924 Brahms Ag CHOPIN Study: Copeptin Helps in the Early Detection 
of Patients with Acute Myocardial Infarction

Da-Wei Gong, MD, PhD  $151,761 Reata Pharmaceu-
ticals, Inc

Alanine Transaminase Isoenzymes in Drug Toxicity and 
Metabolic Disease

Matthew R. Weir, MD  $827,944 Wyeth Pharma-
ceuticals

Spare the Nephron (STN) Study

Name Amount Granting Agency Grant Title

 Institute of Human Virology
Chidi A. Nwizu, MBBS  $260,351 The University of 

New South Wales
Second-Line -A Randomised Open-Label Study Com-
paring the Safety and Efficacy of a Ritonavir-Boosted PI 
and 2NRTI Backbone vs the same Ritonavir-Boosted PI 
and Raltegravir

Robert R. Redfield, MD  $305,601 Catholic Relief 
Services

Integrated Support for ART and PMTCT (ISAP)
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Green Inks

SOMnews

A Milestone for Mini-Med School

{ P H O T O  O F  T H E  M O N T H }

Fiery Leaf. Taken in 2008 at Agape Mission Church in Elkridge, MD. A heart was cut through the center.
Photo by: Yimei Wu, MHS, Manager, Faculty Affairs & Special Projects, Department of Epidemiology & Public Health

Call for Photos!

Congratulations to Yimei Wu! Her photo submission was selected during the first Call for Photos 
campaign. Send in photos of your favorite fall activities for the next Call for Photos. To par-

ticipate, submit your photograph(s) to photos@som.umaryland.edu by September 30, 
2010, for the November issue of SOMnews. 

TThis year’s 10th anniversary of Mini-Med School will feature nine new topics to 
improve the health of Maryland residents, plus one very special graduation speaker. 
Yusuf Ali was a Mini-Med School student in 2005 as a college sophomore. Inspired by 
the experience, Ali is now a real medical student at the University of Maryland School 
of Medicine.

Yusuf grew up in West Baltimore, just a few blocks from the 
University of Maryland campus. Problems at home forced him to with-
draw from high school at the age of 16 and move out of the house, 
but he passed his graduation equivalency test, enrolled at Morgan 
State University, and worked full-time at night to pay the bills. At 
Morgan, Yusuf discovered a love of biology which ignited his dream of 
becoming a doctor.

Yusuf says his Mini-Med School experience played a significant 
role in his decision to apply for medical school and to attend the Uni-
versity of Maryland. “The vibe and the atmosphere were incredible,” 

said Yusuf. “I was surprised to see how many people from the community were in 
attendance and how anxious they were to learn about the health issues that affected 
the neighborhood where I grew up. Being exposed to doctors who took care of the 
surrounding community instilled in me a sense of commitment and a necessity to 
eventually practice medicine.” 

Open to the public, Mini-Med School is a series of tuition-free classes designed to 
help Baltimore area residents improve their health and well being. Presented in lay-
men’s terms by School of Medicine faculty, the classes are designed to be casual, fun 
and informative. Since 2001, more than 4,000 Maryland residents have participated, 
including 38 from the Baltimore area who have attended every year. 

“I think it’s an amazing idea,” commented Yusuf, who believes Mini-Med School 
is making a difference. “The audience is very receptive and the doctors are so enthu-
siastic about teaching. Teaching patients how to maintain good health by engaging 
them has always been one of the most efficient ways to practice medicine.” Yusuf 
began his third year of medical school this fall. He is keeping an open mind about his 
future in medicine, but he is leaning toward surgery as a specialty.

 Mini-Med School will be held Wednesday evenings from September 8th through 
October 6th in the MSTF auditorium. This year’s topics include pediatric asthma, 
seasonal and H1N1 flu, foot health, understanding clinical studies, living with pros-
theses, plastic surgery as a medical necessity, geriatrics, family issues affecting 
grandparents, and breast cancer.

For more information and/or to register, visit the Mini-Med School website at 
http://medschool.umaryland.edu/minimed.

 

{ M I N I - M E D  S C H O O L }

Tenth Annual Mini-Med School Schedule
Date Topic & Speaker
Wednesday, 9/8 Welcome—Dean E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD, MBA
 Pediatric Asthma—Keyvan Rafei, MD, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics 
 Seasonal & H1N1 Flu—Karen Kotloff, MD, Professor of Pediatrics

Wednesday, 9/15 Foot Health—John Shapiro, DPM, Instructor of Orthopaedics
 Understanding Clinical Studies 101—Claudia Baquet, MD, Professor of Medicine  
 and Associate Dean for Policy and Planning 

Wednesday, 9/22  Losing a Limb & Living with Prostheses—Melita Theyagaraj, MBBS, Assistant  
 Professor of Neurology
 Plastic Surgery as a Medical Necessity—Sheri Slezak, MD, Associate Professor  
 of Surgery

Wednesday, 9/29 Geriatrics—Steven Gambert, MD, Professor of Medicine
 How Family Issues Affect Your Health & Grandparents as Parents— 
 Fred Strieder, PhD, School of Social Work

Wednesday, 10/6 Breast Cancer—Susan Kesmodel, MD, Assistant Professor of Surgery
 Graduation—Dean E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD, MBA
 Guest Speaker—Yusuf M. Ali, MSIII

Yusuf M. Ali, MSIII


