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The national  initiative began in 2004 with grants to regional 
public health departments from The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
(RWJF)1. was modelled after an innovative wellness initiative 
of Sickness Prevention Achieved through Regional Collaboration (SPARC) 
in western Connecticut, Massachusetts, and New York2. The purpose of 

was to engage local public health providers and launch 
vaccination clinics in underserved areas at or near election polling 
places. The program expanded with additional grants from RWJF and 
other funding agencies during subsequent election cycles. The rationale 
for combining voting and vaccinating is innovative yet simple: US 
elections are held in early November, which is the best time to receive a 
flu shot.  
 
Timeline of Maryland Pharmacists’ Vaccination Authority 
 

The objectives of the 
student-led initiative were to provide a free influenza vaccination 
clinic on Election Day, increase immunization rates among an 
underserved population in Maryland, and demonstrate 
pharmacists’ roles in health promotion and disease prevention.  

In 2010, members of the University of Maryland School of Pharmacy’s 
American Pharmacists Association-Academy of Student Pharmacists and 
the Student Section of the Maryland Public Health Association analyzed 
vaccination and polling site statistics and then contacted local health 
departments to identify clinic locations, obtain sponsorship for 
vaccinations, and finalize immunization protocols. The event was 
promoted through media outlets.  

In 2008, the national program delivered 21,434 influenza 
vaccinations at 331 locations in 42 states and DC; 28% were first-time 

1,2. In 2009/2010, the H1N1 pandemic 
threat caused vaccine and supply problems; it was an off-year for 
elections, and public health departments were negatively impacted by 
the 2008/9 recession. National data for Vote & Vax is not available. In 
2012, held 1,585 clinics in 48 states, DC, Guam, Puerto Rico, 
and the US Virgin Islands. 
 
In 2010, the clinic provided 153 
vaccinations; 42 individuals or 27% received an influenza vaccination for 
the first time. It was also the only such program held in the state of 
Maryland during the 2010 election season. The School’s initiative was 
honored in 2011 with an Immunization Excellence Award by the 
Maryland Partnership for Prevention, and recognized by the Maryland 
Legislature’s House of Delegates with a resolution.  
 
In 2012, the  expanded to two clinic 
locations in collaboration with the Prince George’s County Health 
Department. One independent Health Mart pharmacy also held two 
clinics, and Kmart stores held 16 clinics in the state. The School’s clinics 
provided a total of 221 free flu shots at the two locations, and more than 
30 students and faculty were involved.  
 
Lessons learned were published for schools of pharmacy who wish to 
conduct similar programs3. 

The national initiative reinforces the benefits of 
expanding pharmacists’ roles and provides student pharmacists 
with experience implementing a public health event and 
interacting with other health care practitioners and the public. 
Plans are underway for  
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