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 ummer should be a time to recharge, to replenish your 
mind, body, and spirit. So in this message, rather than look 
ahead at all that awaits us, I’d like to enjoy my first year as 
president here a little longer with a brief  look back. We  
have much to be proud of, yet rarely do we take the time to 
enjoy it.
 Let me begin by mentioning some of  the goals from my 
inaugural speech on Nov. 9 at the Hippodrome Theatre:
 • Enhance collaboration both within and beyond our  
  campus
 • Be pre-eminent in interprofessional education
 • Strengthen our commitment to our community
 • Grow our international commitment and respect
 In the following achievements, you will see many of  
these themes, starting with Governor O’Malley’s announce-
ment last summer that the BioInnovation Center at the 
University of  Maryland BioPark will double in size. Also last 
summer, the School of  Law established the International and 
Comparative Law Clinic, the School of  Medicine received a 
$7.9 million federal grant to buy a “super” magnet to help 
researchers develop new agents to treat diseases, and on  
Aug. 23, Pharmacy Hall Addition opened, rewarding  
15 years of  advocacy by the School and Deans David A. 
Knapp, PhD, and Natalie D. Eddington, PhD, FAAPS. 
 In September, my first President’s Q&A attracted 130 
faculty, staff, and students to the Southern Management 
Corporation Campus Center, starting a trend of  impressive 
turnouts for the monthly gatherings. The next day, the $44 
million Maryland Forensic Medical Center became the latest 
addition to the BioPark. 
 In October, School of  Nursing researchers announced 
“harm reduction strategies” for long work shifts, the School 
of  Dentistry recognized its supporters at its model clinic 
in Perryville by unveiling a donors’ wall, and the School of  
Social Work sponsored the inaugural Patricia and Arthur 
Modell Symposium on Domestic Violence.
 In the months that followed, our campus embarked on 
a pioneering strategic planning process headed by co-chairs 
Pete Gilbert, vice president for accountability and planning, 
and Stephen Bartlett, MD, chair of  the Department of  
Surgery at the medical school. That nearly completed project 
already is spurring improved communication across campus. 
 In the fall, School of  Pharmacy students organized an 
award-winning flu vaccine project for Election Day in Prince 
George’s County and the School of  Nursing hosted a 

regional awareness meeting to kick 
off  Maryland’s campaign for action 
on the future of  nursing. The 
inaugural ceremony and Founders Week festivities that  
followed made November truly special. 
 On Thanksgiving, students from the School of  Medicine 
and other UM schools held their 21st annual Project Feast to 
provide residents of  West Baltimore with a warm meal.
 In the winter, our Interprofessional Education Task 
Force shifted into high gear over the Christmas break and 
25 students from six of  our schools went to Honduras to 
care for more than 1,600 people. This summer, we again 
have students from our schools participating in an interpro-
fessional research project in Malawi. 
 Spring bloomed when the School of  Law received a 
$30 million gift from the W.P. Carey Foundation for what 
will become the Francis King Carey School of  Law.
 The law school also hosted a congressional hearing on 
the continuing mortgage crisis by Congressman Elijah Cum-
mings and several members of  his House Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform.
 Our campus opened its doors to mentor students from 
George Washington Elementary School and Southwest Bal-
timore Charter School as part of  the President’s Outreach 
Council and I was able to participate with our students at the 
Shady Grove campus in their first “Interprofessional Critical 
Care Simulation” seminar. 
 In May, the Institute of  Human Virology at the School 
of  Medicine received $23.4 million to support the next 
phase of  research into an HIV/AIDS vaccine. The School’s 
Center for Integrative Medicine celebrated its 20th anniver-
sary and officially opened its new offices on campus. The 
Class of  2011 graduated. And University of  Maryland Medi-
cal Center CEO Jeffrey Rivest and I unveiled our new joint 
logo in an outdoor ceremony across from Davidge Hall.
 And this list isn’t close to being complete. Yes, it’s been 
quite a year. Thanks for making it so. And my apologies for 
any oversights in the list above. 

All the best,

Jay A. Perman, MD
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CAMPUSWIDE
Melissa Bellin, PhD, MSW, assistant professor at the 
School of  Social Work, Mary Bollinger, DO, associ-
ate professor at the School of  Medicine, and Mona 
Tsoukleris, PharmD, associate professor at the School 
of  Pharmacy, are among the co-authors of  the article 
“Factors Associated With Second-hand Smoke Exposure 
in Young Inner City Children With Asthma,” which was 
published in the Journal of  Asthma. 

SCHOOL of dentistry

Lisa Bress

Lisa Bress, MS ’94, RDH, clinical 
assistant professor, senior clinic 
coordinator, and School of  Dentistry 
alumna, was named Teacher of  the 
Year by the dental hygiene Class of  
2011. 

Warren Brill, DMD, MS, clinical associate professor, 
has been named vice president of  the American Academy 
of  Pediatric Dentistry. 

Robert Ernst, PhD, and Mary Ann Jabra-Rizk, PhD, 
have each been promoted to associate professor with tenure. 

Saroj Gupta, DDS, assistant professor, was a guest on 
the June 12 edition of  The Medical Hour With Dr. Jim 
Novick on Baltimore radio station WCBM. 

Shari Kohn, DDS, clinical assistant professor, was named 
a trustee by the American Academy of  Pediatric Dentistry. 

Marion Manski

Marion Manski, MS ’04, RDH, 
assistant professor and Graduate 
School alumna, served as the project 
coordinator for the first statewide 
plan to improve oral health for  
all Marylanders. The plan was 
announced May 17. 

Mark Shirtliff, PhD, associate professor, was featured 
in the article “Caught on Film” in the June issue of  the 
journal Nature Medicine. 

SCHOOL OF LAW
Clinton Bamberger, JD, professor emeritus, received  
an honorary doctor of  laws degree from the University.
 
Student Andrew Mark Bennett has been appointed by 
the American Bar Association’s Law Student Division 
as its liaison to the association’s Standing Committee on 
Armed Forces Law for the 2011–2012 academic year. 

Robert Keller

Recently retired professor Robert 
Keller, LLB, served as honorary 
student marshal during the University’s 
commencement May 20. 

Student Ameya Arun Paradkar was awarded a 2011 
Diverse Scholarship by law firm Blank Rome LLP.  

 SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Angela Brodie

Angela Brodie, PhD, professor, was 
issued a Canadian patent on June 7 
for androgen synthesis inhibitors, 
which are useful in the treatment of  
prostate cancer and benign prostatic 
hypertrophy.    

Joana Carneiro da Silva, PhD, 
assistant professor and researcher in the Institute for 
Genome Sciences, received a five-year, $1,640,357 grant 
from the National Science Foundation for her work  
“Dimensions: Collaborative: Uncovering the Novel  
Diversity of  the Copepod Microbiome and Its Effect  
on Habitat Invasions by the Copepod Host.”  

Laurels
JULY 20, 2011



JULY 14, 2011

  -  3  -

D. Kojo Hamilton, MD, assistant professor, presented 
two podium lectures during the 27th annual meeting of  
the American Association of  Neurological Surgeons/
Congress of  Neurological Surgeons Section on Disorders 
of  the Spine and Peripheral Nerves (Evidence-Based 
Spine Surgery in the Real World), held recently in Phoe-
nix. Hamilton’s presentations were “Proximal Junctional 
Kyphosis in Adult Thoracolumbar Instrumented Fusion: 
Time to Development, Clinical and Radiographic Char-
acteristics, and Management Approach in 32 Consecutive 
Cases” and “Safety, Efficacy, and Dosing of  Recombinant 
Human Bone Morphogenetic Protein-2 (rhBMP-2) for 
Posterior Cervical and Cervico-Thoracic Instrumented 
Fusion With a Minimum Two-Year Follow-Up.”  

Charles Howell, MD, professor, has been named a fel-
low of  the American Gastroenterological Association. 

Christopher Plowe, MD, MPH, professor, chief  of  
the malaria section of  the Center for Vaccine Develop-
ment, and Howard Hughes Medical Institute investigator, 
presented “Progress on Drug Resistant Malaria: Use of  
Genomics to Identify Artemisinin Resistance Markers” 
in Shanghai early this year. Plowe also recently presented 
“Vaccine Resistant Malaria” during Yale University School 
of  Public Health’s seminar series on the epidemiology of  
microbial disease. 

Toni Pollin, PhD, assistant professor, received a five-
year, $3.2 million research grant from the National Heart, 
Lung, and Blood Institute for her project “The Metabolic 
Impact of  ApoC-III Deficiency in Humans.” 

David Rasko, PhD, assistant professor and researcher in 
the Institute for Genome Sciences, received a three-year, 
ARRA, $1,285,576 grant from the University of  Washing-
ton for “E.coli Variome.” 

Jacques Ravel, PhD, associate professor and researcher 
in the Institute for Genome Sciences, received a three-
year, $1,146,591 grant from the Children’s National 
Medical Center for “HIV Microbidices and the Vaginal 
Microbiome.” 

Alan Shuldiner, MD, John L. Whitehurst Professor of  
Medicine, and associate dean and director of  the Program 
in Personalized and Genomic Medicine, was appointed to 
the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute Observa-
tional Study Monitoring Board for the Action to Control 
Cardiovascular Risk in Diabetes Follow-On Study. Shul-
diner also has received a five-year, $11.4 million grant from 
the National Institutes of  Health for a study on pharma-
cogenomics of  anti-platelet intervention-2.   

SCHOOL OF NURSING

Shannon Idzik

Shannon Idzik, DNP, CRNP, 
CCRN, assistant professor, has been 
selected to participate in the American 
Association of  Colleges of  Nursing’s 
Leadership for Academic Nursing 
Program. The purpose of  the program 
is to develop and enhance leadership 
skills among new and emerging 
executive administrators and to prepare 

them for academic leadership positions. 

Louise Jenkins, PhD, MS, RN, professor, and Carol 
O’Neil, PhD, RN, CNE, associate professor and co-
director of  the Institute for Educators in Nursing and 
Health Professions, are co-principal investigators on a four-
year, $1,087,779 education grant—Implementing Statewide 
Initiatives for Nursing Faculty—from the Maryland Higher 
Education Commission’s Nurse Support Program II. The 
project seeks to increase the statewide capacity for preparing 
nurses for faculty roles. 

Patricia Morton

Patricia Morton, PhD, RN, CRNP, 
FAAN, professor and associate dean 
for academic affairs, has been chosen as 
a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
Executive Nurse Fellow, beginning this 
fall. The three-year leadership develop-
ment program is designed to prepare 
selected registered nurses who are in 
senior executive positions for influential 

roles shaping the U.S. health care system. 

JULY 20, 2011
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Barbara Resnick

Barbara Resnick, PhD, MS, RN, 
CRNP, FAAN, FAANP, professor 
and Sonya Ziporkin Gershowitz 
Endowed Chair in Gerontology, 
received a $100,000 grant from the 
Leonard and Helen R. Stulman 
Charitable Foundation to continue her 
study, funded by the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation Interdisciplinary 

Nursing Quality Research Initiative, to help assisted living 
residents in Maryland function independently. 

Debra Wiegand

Debra Wiegand, PhD, RN, MBE, 
CHPN, CCRN, FAHA, FAAN, 
assistant professor, was invited to be a 
visiting scholar at the University of  Sao 
Paulo nursing school in Brazil in the 
spring. Wiegand gave the following 
presentations: “Giving Bad News, The 
Family Experience During the Process 
of  Withdrawal of  Life-Sustaining 

Therapy,” and “Ethical Case Studies in the ICU.” 

SCHOOL OF PHARMACY

Lisa Charneski Bethany DiPaula Cherokee 
Layson-Wolf

Jason Noel Fadia Shaya

School faculty have been promoted to the following 
positions: Lisa Charneski, PharmD, associate professor; 
Bethany DiPaula, PharmD, associate professor; Chero-
kee Layson-Wolf, PharmD, associate professor; Jason 

Noel, PharmD, associate professor; and Fadia Shaya, 
PhD, MPH, professor with tenure. 

C. Daniel Mullins

C. Daniel Mullins, PhD, professor, 
has been named a regular member of  
the National Cancer Institute study 
section NCI-J for a four-year term.

Student Christie Staso has received a scholarship from 
the Maryland Pharmacists Association. 

Hoai-An Truong Cynthia Boyle Mary Lynn  
McPherson

 

 
Alumnus Hoai-An Truong, PharmD ’05, MPH, 
assistant professor and assistant director of  the Experien-
tial Learning Program, has been named president of  the 
School’s Alumni Association. Cynthia Boyle, PharmD 
’66, associate professor and executive director of  the 
Experiential Learning Program, was chosen as co-honor-
ary president of  the Alumni Association with Capt. 
James Bresette, PharmD ’97. And Mary Lynn 
McPherson, PharmD ’86, professor, and alumna Gina 
McKnight-Smith, PharmD ’97, MBA, were named 
Evander Frank Kelly Honored Alumni by the association.  

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

Richard P. Barth

“Developmental Outcomes After Five 
Years for Foster Children Returned 
Home, Remaining in Care or Adopt-
ed,” an article co-written by Richard 
P. Barth, PhD, MSW, dean and 
professor, was published recently in 
Children and Youth Services Review. 

JULY 20, 2011
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“Foster and Adopted Children Who Die From Filicide: 
What Can We Learn and What Can We Do?” an article 
written by Barth and alumna Mary Hodorowicz, MSW 
’07, was published in Adoption Quarterly. 
 

Howard Palley

Howard Palley, PhD, MS, professor 
emeritus, co-presented “U.S. Health 
Care Reform: Campaigning Versus 
Governing” during the regional 
meeting of  the International Political 
Science Association’s committee on 
comparative health policy research, 
which was held in conjunction with the 

recent annual conference of  the Network of  Institutes and 
Schools of  Public Administration in Central and Eastern 
Europe. The conference took place in Varna, Bulgaria.

Michael Reisch

Michael Reisch, PhD, MSW, MA, 
the Daniel Thursz Distinguished 
Professor of  Social Justice, was the 
keynote speaker at the 25th anniver-
sary conference of  the Social Welfare 
Action Alliance, held in June at the 
Catholic University of  America in 
Washington, D.C. 

Paul Sacco

Assistant professors Paul Sacco, 
PhD, MSW, and Jay Unick, PhD, 
MSW, are among the co-authors of  
the article “Differential Item Func-
tioning of  Pathological Gambling 
Criteria: An Examination of  Gender, 
Race/Ethnicity, and Age,” which  
was published in the Journal of    

     Gambling Studies.

UNIVERSITY RECREATION  
AND FITNESS (URECFIT)

Jole´ Gibson William Griffin

Jole´ Gibson, 
coordinator, has 
successfully 
completed 
training as a 
certified women’s 
self-defense 
instructor 

through Rape Aggression Defense Systems (RADS), 
which oversees self-defense instruction offered at the 
University and other locations across the country. 
William Griffin, program management specialist in 
URecFit, has been named to the RADS executive board. 

Jenny Owens Anna Roskowinski

Jenny Owens, 
MS, assistant 
director of  
fitness, has been 
named to serve 
on the conference 
program commit-
tee and the fitness 

committee for the National Intramural-Recreational 
Sports Association. Anna Roskowinski, MS, assistant 
director of  sports programs in URecFit, has been chosen 
to serve on the association’s conference expo and student 
professional development committees. Roskowinski also 
has been appointed secretary of  the Kinesiology Affiliate 
Program Group at Pennsylvania State University’s College 
of  Health and Human Development. 
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Questions and    
 Answers
The President’s Message newsletters usually include excerpts 
of  questions and responses from Dr. Perman’s monthly 
Q&A sessions around campus. During the summer,  
while the Q&A sessions are on hiatus, we are including 
some questions that came in to Dr. Perman at  
http://www.umaryland.edu/president/feedback/. This online 
method of  submitting questions to Dr. Perman is avail-
able 365 days a year.

QUESTION: 
Have you thought about changing the code to dial an 
outside line to a number other than 9? I make calls all day 
and it’s very easy to accidentally call 911. I am only one 
person, but I imagine the vast majority of  911 calls on 
campus are accidental.  

RESPONSE:
Thanks in part to your question, we have made a change in 
the system that will help prevent inadvertent 911 emer-
gency calls from being made. Rather than changing from 
the number 9 to place an outside call, we have made a 
programming change that returns a message of, “You have 
dialed 911; if  by mistake, please hang up and try again. You 
will now be transferred to campus police.” 

This message is six seconds long, which gives the caller 
enough time to hang up the phone and cancel the call. This 
delay is similar to, and typically shorter than, a traditional 
911 call made from a standard residential telephone line. 

The reason why we chose this method of  avoiding an 
accidental 911 call is that the Medical Center also uses the 
number 9 as the access number for outside calls and they 
share our telephone service as well as buildings where 

some of  their phones are located. Since the change was 
made in the system, no accidental 911 calls have reached 
campus police.

k
 
QUESTION:
The School of  Pharmacy utilizes Mediasite to enable 
students to view lectures online. That has resulted in few 
students actually attending the classes. This is deemed as 
being unprofessional and limits the interactions students 
have with faculty, with other students within the School, 
and in other disciplines. That being said, I understand 
why students would be tempted to view the lectures at a 
more convenient time and sleep in. Has this been a prob-
lem in other schools on campus? What are your views 
about this “problem”?

RESPONSE: 
Our School of  Dentistry was the first school to use 
Mediasite lecture technology three years ago. Initially, 
there were similar concerns from some faculty who 
weren’t comfortable being taped, and they were afraid 
that students wouldn’t attend classes. The concern about 
fewer students physically attending some classes proved 
to be true.
  
As time went on, most of  the faculty came to realize the 
advantages of  taping their lectures and being seen by 
students numerous times after the class session was over. 
Students appreciate having access to digitized instruc-
tional content at anytime and anyplace so that they can 
review and thoroughly absorb the material (the School 
of  Dentistry and the School of  Pharmacy have statistics 
showing the hundreds of  thousands of  times students 
have viewed lectures captured using Mediasite).
  
Some senior faculty prefer having the classroom inter-
action, however today’s student desires more content 
delivered electronically. We are trying to achieve a balance 
for both and to promote the learning experience. 

k

JULY 20, 2011



JULY 14, 2011

  -  7  -

QUESTION: 
 Would it be possible to adopt the policy of  being able to 
accrue more than 400 hours of  annual leave? Some other 
state agencies are allowed to accumulate up to 600 hours. 

RESPONSE: 
There is no plan to increase the cap/limit on accrued 
vacation. There are state offices that allow an employee 
to accrue up to 600 hours, but upon leaving they are paid 
out for only 400 hours regardless of  the number of  hours 
earned during the year they separate.

UM allows an employee to be paid out for any hours 
above 400 earned and not used during the calendar year 
that they are separated from the University.

k
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